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United &tion., N. 1.

(For use of jnformation wedia -- pot an official record)
Precs Release g%;l
21 June 1958

SECRETARY-CENERAL CONTIURS CONSULTATIONS IR BEIRUT
69 Military Observers Expected by Sunday

_

(The following was received from & UN Information Officer with the UN

Observation Croup in Bairut, Sebenon.)

Secretary-Ceneral Dag Hammareskjold yssterdoy (Friday) continued consultations

with the Unitcd Wations Observation Group in Lebanon.
i

In the morning, he made a courtesy call on the Prime Minister of Lebanon, Sami

es-Solh. later in the dey, bhe met with Apdrew W. Cordicr, bis Executive Assistent,

and with Major General Carl Csrlscoa von Horn, chief of Staff of the United Nations

Truce Supervision Organlzation, who arrived from Jerusalem.
’

At a preas briefing yssterday afternoon by Colonel Maurice Brown, Chief

Military Cbserver with the Observation Croup, it was cunounced that by Bunday, 22

June, 69 military observers would rave joined the staff of the Obgervation Group.

They come from the following countrles: Canada, Denmark, Finiand, India, Italy,

the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway and SBveden.

'

The full complement of observers 1s expected within two veeks. :

It was elso ennounced at the briefing that observation £isld posts have al

resdy becn eatablished in the following arees: Tripoli, Chtaura, Marjayous and

Baida.
'

Colonel Brown reported that the reception of the observers had been fricndly :

and cooperative. ;

Mr. Galo Flaza, of Ecuador, ons of the three members of the Obeervation

Group, stressed that the operation of the Group was for obgervation purposes end not

for police action. The objective was to stop infiltration by spotting it and expos-

ing 1t to world opinion, thus applying moral force, he saild.
e

,

Mr. Calo Plaza edded that any large-scale expansion or change in pature of the

operation would involve & return to the Security Council. However, the number of

military observers was not necessarily limited to 100. He said that it was for the

Observation Group alone to decide how many were nesded.
v

'

The other members of the Observation Group are Mr. Rajeshwar Dayal (India)

snd Major General 03d Bull (orway)
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