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Letter dated 17 November 1958 from the Secretary-General,
addressed to the President of the Security Council

In its letter to you dated 16 November 1958 (S/4113), the Government of
Lebanon has asked for the deletion from the list of items, with which the
Security Council is seized, of the Lebanese complaint presented to the Council
on 21 May 1958, In its Fifth Report dated 14 November 1958 (S/411lLk), the
United Nations Observation Group in Lebanon, by way of a conclusion, has stated
that since the task assigned to the Group "may now be regarded as completed, the
Group is of the opinion that the withdrawal of the UNOGIL should now be
undertaken". The Group accordingly submits a recommendation to that effect.
Both documents are today circulated to the Security Council.

In view of the statement of the Governmeat of Lebanon and the recommendation
of the Observation Group, I have immediately-instructed the Group to present, in
consultation with the Government of Lebanon, a detailed plan for the withdrawal.
I have taken this step under the authorization given to the Secretary-General in
the Security Council resolution of 11 June 1958 to take the necessary steps for
implementation of the Security Council's decision. The instruction given to the
Observation Group implies that I consider the task of the Group as completed and
that my remaining duty under the resolution thus covers only the necessary

measures for the liquidation of the operation.

Dag Hammarskjold

58-27613
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Letter dated 17 November 1958 from the Secretary-General,
addressed to the President of the Security Council

In its letter to you dated 16 November 1958 (S/4113), the Government of
Lebanon has asked for the deletion from the list of items, with which the
Security Council is seized, of the Lebanese complaint presented to the Council
on 21 May 1958, In its Fifth Report dated 1l November 1958 (s/411k), the
United Nations Observation Group in Lebanon, by way of a conclusion, has stated
that since the task assigned to the Group "may now be regarded as ccmpleted, the

roup is of the opinion that the withdrawal of the UNOGIL should now be
undertaken". The Group accordingly submifs a recommendation to that effect.
Both documents are today circulated to the Security Council.

In view of the statement of the Govermment of Lebanon and the recommendation
of the Observation Group, I have immediately instructed the Group to present, in
consultation with the Government of Lebanon, a detailed plan for the withdrawal.
I have taken this step under the authorization given to the Secretary-General in
the Security Council resolution of 11 June 1958 to take the necessary steps for
implementation of the Security Council's decision. The instruction given to the
Observation Group implies that I consider the task of the Group as completed and
that my remaining duty under the resolution thus covers only the necessary
measures for the liquidation of the operation.

Dag Hammarskjold
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Letter dated 1T November 1958 from the Secretary~-General,
addressed to the President of the Security Council

In its letter to you dated 16 November 1958 (S/4113), the Government of
Lebanon has asked for the deletion from the list of items, with which the
Security Council is seized, of the Lebanese complaint presented to the Council
on 21 May 1958. In its Fifth Report dated 14 November 1958 (8/411k), the
United Nations Observation Group in Lebanon, by way of a conclusion, has stated
that since the task assigned to the Group "way now be regarded as completed, the
Group is of the opinion that the withdrawal of the UNOGIL should now be
undertaken". The Group accordingly submits a recommendation to that effect.
Both documents are today circulated to the Security Council.

In view of the statement of the Government of Lebanon and the recommendation
of the Observation Group, I have immediately‘instructed the Group to present, in
consultation with the Government of Lebanon, a detailed plan for the withdrawal.
I have taken this step under the authorization given to the Secretary-General in
the Security Council resolution of 11 June 1958 to take the necessary steps for
implementation of the Security Council's decision. The instruction given to the
Observation Group implies that I consider the task of the Group as completed and
that my remaining duty under the resolution thus covers only the necessary

measures for the liquidation of the operation.

Dag Hammarskjold

58-27613
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FIFTH REPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS OBSERVATION GROUP IN LEBANON

Submitted through the Secretary-General in pursuance of the
resolution of the Security Councili of 11 June 1958 {5/4023)

Sir, : ; ; : , 5
: _ The United Nations Observation Group in Lebanon hes the honour
seeve  to transmit to you its Fifth Report to the Security Council.

(Signed) Galo Plaza (Signed) Rajeshwar Dayal (31§ged)' 0dd Bull
Chairman Member Major-General
Executive Member

58-27611
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FIFTH REPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS OBSERVATION GROUP IN LEBANON
TO THE SECURITY COUNCIL

INTRODUCTION

1. The present report of the Group covers its activities from 21 September to

14 November 1958. This period has been marked by a substantial expansion in

personnel and equipment. Previously established posts have been fully manned
and equipped and a considerable number of additional posts have been set up both
close to the frontier and in depth. Despite occasional interference with and,
more rarely, firing at United Nations patrols, the general pattern has been one
of complete coverage of all frontier and other significant areas.

2. An important event of the period was the assumption of office on

23 September by General Fouad Chehab éé the new President of Lebanon. In the
period immediately following there occurred a number of disturbances, accompanied
by a state of tension, in Beirut itself and in areas surrounding it, as well as
to its north and east. As a result, there was some reorientation of the
activities of Observers, who were detailed to patrol more extensively in these
areas but made no observations of significance in regard to the Group's mandate.
s On 15 October 1958, the new disturbances came to an end with the formation
of a new Government, subsequently unanimously confirmed in office by the v
National Assembly, which received the support of practically all sections of
Lebanese opinion. Already following the change of President on 23 September,
the Lebanese Armed Forces had begun to penetrate into the previously Opposition-
held areas of the Akkar Plain, the North Bekaa Valley, and the villages on the
slopes of Mt. Hermon. With the formation of the new Government on 15 October,
the assertion of Covernment authority in these and other areas proceeded more
rapidly.

4. The period covered by this report has seen the withdrawal of the United
States troops which had first landed in Lebanon on 15 July. A part of these
forces had been withdrawn in the middle of August and the evacuation of the
remsinder was begun in the latter half of September and was completed without

incident on 25 October.
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5. By that time, the only major areas in Lebanon not under the control of the
Government forces were the Chouf area southeast of Beirut held oy well- '
disciplined Druze partisans and the Deir-el~Aachayer salient on the Cyrian
border held by the small so-called National Liberation Army. During the last
days of October, the leaders in these areas disbanded their forces. Thus,
organized opposition forces have now to all intents and purposes ceased to

exist and the Government is in process of extending its authority over the
whole country.

6. While isolated cases o% shooting have continued to occur, these have now
exclusively the characfer of inter-village feuds, private vendettas or outright
banditry. With the general improvemernt in the law and order situation throughout
the country, such incidents as now occur are taking place meinly in remote areas
and‘are sporadic in nature. United Nations Observers from time to time
encounter a few armed men in these arcas gnd more rarely are held up or shot

at by them. This represcnts a vestige of lauwlessness in areas not fully under

Government control, rather than any concerted action against its authority.

DEVELOPMENT OF MILITARY OPERATIONS

‘7. Since the last report the number of military personnel serving with

UNOGIL has increased from 287 to 591. Of these, 469 are ground Obéervers,

32 are NCO's in support of ground operations, and 90 are in the air section.

The number of vehicles has risen from 173 to 290.

8. As a result of this expansion, the scope of ground activities has increased
considerably. Since 21 September, eleven additional substations, four
permanently menned Observation Posts and one traffic check post have been

opened. The total pumber of permanently menned posts of all types has thus

increased from 33 to 49, while previously existing posts have been more heavily

‘manned.




following posts have been opened dufihg the period:

Tripoli

Baalbek

Location
of Post

Type of Post

Hadeth
Amioun
Jabbouie
Btedai

Substation
Substation
Substation
Substation

Date of
7 October
22 October
8 October™
8 October

Observation Post 8 October
8 October

Reyalk Substatior 2 October
2

Ainata
Jammouae Observation Post

Chtaura

Yennta Traffic Control October

Post
: b/
Zahile Suhstatlon 10 October

éﬁi&%cgzrm Substation 21 Octobery/
Substation 28 September
Tyr Substation 16 Octobers
Chebaa Observation Post 26 October

5 October
10 October

10 October=

Marjayoun area Hagbaya

Saida ares Deir-el-Kamar Substation

Beirut area Beirut

Substation

Dhour Choueir Stbstation

El Laboue was changed from a substation to an Observation Post
on the same date.

These posts had existed previously, but were temporarily closed .
down in order to deploy personnel closer to the border. .

Dhour Choueir operates under the control of Beirut substation.

10. During this period, Observers have had free access to all regions and it
has been possible to patrol regularly not only roads along the border or

» leading to it, but also the roads in the interior. The number of hours spent

daily on patrol has increased steadily. Thus the daily average was 140 hours

in mid-August, 219 hours in mid-September, 491 hours in mid-October and 932

hours at the end of the month, These figures do not include the hours spent

in manning on a twenty-four-hour a day basis the many fixed Observation Posts

fis
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and traffic control posts throughout the country. It must be remembered also
that all patrols consist of at least two and many of four Observers. Another
indication of the increased activity of ground operations'is the distance
travelled by UNOGIL vehicles. The average daily distance covered by vehicle
patrols had risen by the end of October to a peak of 13,620 kilometres.
1l. Air operations have been carried out at the same high rate as that noted
at the end of the period covered in the last report. Thus, for purposes of
comparison with previous months, it may be noted that the combined totals of
sorties and flying-time per month for fixed-wing aircraft and helicopters are
as follows:

August 210 sorties Lol hours

Sepbember 317 sorties 775 hours

October 305 sorties 767 hours
This rate has been maintained despite the temporary absence of aircrews
returning the four Harvard aircraft to Sweden in the first three weeks of
October and of personnel detached to assist in traffic control duties connected
with the air evacuation of British troops from Jordan to Cyprus in the latter
half of the month.

OBSERVATIONS

12. The Group does not feel it necessary in this report to review the
situation in each frontier area, but instead will present some observations
of a general character.

13. First, the Group wishes to make clear that no cases of established or
suspected infiltration of armed men or smuggling of materiel have been noted
by its Observers during the period under review. :
14. As has been explained above, traffic control points have been maintained
at all major road and rail crossings of the Syrian frontier and it has been
possible to inspect the greater part of the traffic passing by. There has
been nothing to indicate that it was not normal. Frontier passages at other
than major crossings'have been infrequent and in all observed cases apparently

innocent. The Lebanese customs authorities have now taken over this inspection

at all recognized border crossings.

foes
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15+ The Group has in the past paid close ettention to all instances of

interference with the freedom of movement of its Observers_as a possible
indication that infiltration mipbt be occurring. Sporadic instances of such
interference have continued to occur and to Jmpose on Observers on the ground
and in the air an element of danger. : -
16. Taus, on 10 October 1958, a United Nhtiops‘patrol proceéding from Chebaa
 towards the Syrian border came under heavy fire and withdrew only with great
difficulty. On 22 October a United Nations plane flying over Arsal was fired
at and the pilot suffered a wound in the shoulder which fortunately proved not
to be serious.. Ground patrols in the North Bekaa Valley bhave also been shot
at and thepe have been several additional cases of Obgervers being held up and
robbed in that area. Such incidents as these have, of course, been a matter
of .concern to the Group, which has however after due inquiry found that they
are to be interpreted not as a pattern of denying access to its Observers to
- infiltration routes but rather as residual manifestations of the state 6f
insecurity and disorder which has existed in Lebanon over the lasﬁ six months,
17. The Group has throughout its stay in Lebanon directed its Observers to
pay close attention to all instances of the baring of arms throughout the
country with a view to determining by changes in the strength of such armed
bands whether additional materiel may have been brought into the country. The
period covered by the present report has been remarkable for the steady decrease
in the number of armed wen visible throughout the country. This decrease has
been even more marked since the unanimously accepted appointment of the new
Government in the middle of October.
180 1h s previous report the Group noted two cases in which persons who
had presumably entered Lebanon for illegal purposes had left the country. The
Group has noted a further significant case of such "exfiltration" during the
period under review. On 20 October, some 365 Druzes, the majority of whom were
unarmed but some of whom were seen carrying revolvers, proceeded on foot from
the Chouf over the Lebanon renge to the South Bekaa Valley in the Joub-Jannine
region, Ffbm there about 250 of them proceeded by truck, bus or jeep via
Aita-el-Foukhar and Deir-el-Aachayer to the>Syrian Border, The remaining 115
apparently proceeded to Rachaya and other neighbouring villages inside Lebanon.

Isis
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All stages of this movement came under the close SCrutiny of United Nations
Observers but despite subsequent specially orgenized air and ground petrols,
no further movements of this kind have been reported, It is reasonabie to
assume that these Druzes had, in accordance with their traditional practice,
previously mede their way to the Chouf in support of the Druze forces organized
there.

19. When the so-called National Liberation Army in the Deir-el-Aachayer
salient was disbanded during the last days of October, it was reported that -
most of the 150 soldiers belonging thereto had returned to their villages with
their rifles but that a number of lizht machine-guns and other small arms had
been sert out of the country. The fact that this movement of men and arms has
been occurring acroes the borders of lLebanon in the reverse direction also
tends to confirm the Group's cbservaticn that no illsgal infiltration or the

smuggling of arms into Lebanon are cccurring at the present time.

CONCLUSTIONS

20. The mendate of the Group under the Security Council fesolution of

11 June~l958 has been to ensure that there is no illegal infiltration of
_personnel or the smuggling of arms or‘bther materiel from across the Lebanese
borders. In view of the absence for some time of any regorus of infiltration
of nersonnel or smuggllnv of arms and of the recent ‘marked improvement in the
general security 31tuavlon in Lebanon, and in the relations between Lebanon
and its eastern neighbour, the Group hes come to the conclusion that its task
under the 11 June resolution may now be regar ded as completed.

21. The Secretary-General, in his report to the General Assembly uhder the
terms of General Assembly resolution 12357 (ES-III) of 21 August 1958, has :
described the Group as presentlng a practical arrangemﬁnt in the sense of that
resolution for upholding the purposes and principles of the Charter in
relation to Lebenon in the present circumstances and for fac1litating the
withdrawal of foreign troops from the country. As has been noted, the
‘withdrawal of foreign troops from Lebanon was completed before the end of
October. As regards the mofe general task of fdsﬁering_peaceful relatioﬁs
between Lebanon and other Argﬁ States, the Group has made an effective ]
contribution by carrying out as efficiéntly as pdésible its mandate under the
Security Council resolution of 11 June 1958. /
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22. Since the task assigned to it may now be regarded as completed, the Group
is of ‘the opinion that the withdrawal of UNOGIL should now be undertaken and the
Group accordingly submits its recommendation to that effect. It may be
mentioned here that a substantial reduction in the force of Observers is to take
place as soon as necessary travel arrangements are made, involving those
Observers who have been with the Group since the earliest stages of the
operation. For the complete withdrawal of the mission, it would be necessary
for a detailed plan to be drawn up in consultation with the Lebanese Government,
after which appropriate steps could be taken for its execution.

23. As this is perhaps the last substentive report of the mission, it would

be proper to add some brief comments of a general nature on the work of the
Group. These will of necessity be limited in scope, as the wider impact of

the Group's endeavours in the general situation in the area can only be
assessed in the light of history.

24, When the first few Observers arrived in Lebanon some five months ago,

they found an extremely complex situation, with large groups in different parts
of the country in open and armed opposition to the Covernment, while practically
the entire land frontier was open and outside the control of the Government.

To enable the function of observation to be performed, it was first necessary
to obtain physical access to the areas where such observation would be valuable,

namely, along the borders. After patient and persistent efforts, the Observers

were able to gain access to one part, and then to another of the frontier, so

that eventually a string of substations and Observation Posts came to be
established practically throughout the length of the frontier. From these
posts and others to the rear and by means of incessant patrolling, the

Observers were able to maintain constant vigilance.

25. During the five months, the situation in and around Lebanon has undergone
big and sometimes dramatic changes, which have inevitably affected the task

of observation. Without departing from the mandate of the Group, it has been
necessary to vary the approach to the task from time to time. This has

involved the taking of timely decisions, while keeping the standing instructions
under constant review; what is more, these decisions have had to be communicated
promptly to the Observers in the field and their execution closely supervised.
Considering the complex, and in many respects unprecedented, nature of UNOGIL's

fiois
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operations, it is a matter of some satisfaction that a proper balance was
maintained throughout and UNOGIL's efforts at no point got out of contact with
the realities of the changing situation.

26, 1In general, it may be stated that the United Nations Observation Group in
Lebanon has been a symbol of the concern of the international community for the
welfare and sécurity of Lebanon. Apart from the effects of its mission of
observation and reporting, its presence has had a reassuring effect on the
population and has influenced the historic events which have teken place. By
helping to free the Lebanese situation from its external complications, it has
contributed to the creation of conditions under which the Lebanese people
themselves could arrive at a peeceful solution of their internal problems,

27. In expressing these views, the Group feels it appropriate to pay tribute to
the devotion to duty shown by the Military Observers under its control. The
success of an operation such as the present one depends on the application of
moral force to circumstances where otherwise only the use of arms would be
effective, The Military Observers, armed only with the moral authority of the
United Nations and their own determination and courage, have been able to

fulfil their task of peace and have won for themselves the respect of the people
in all areas in which they have operated. In doing so they have, even in the
recent improved circumstances in Lebanon, repeatedly undergone hardship and
dangers, which have been described in detail in this and previous reports.

28. The distinctions of national origin have proved to bé superficial in relation
to the deep significance of the common task which the Observers were called upon
to perform. Observers from twenty-one countries from different parts of the
world have co-operated effectively and in a spirit of comradeship not only in
circumstances of danger and under the stimulus of urgent events but also in

the carrying out of routine duties and patrols. If, as it believes, the Group
has been able to make a useful contribution to the restoration of more peaceful

conditions in Lebanon, it is because it has been able to base its reports on
the objective information faithfully supplied to it by its Observers on the
ground and in the air,
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29+ The Group wishes to express its appreciation td>the Secretary-General for
his co-operation and constant support in providing the Group with the necessary
facilities for carrying out its task throughout the operation. The Group &ishﬁl
also to thank the staff members of the United Nations Secretariat assigned to
the mission, who at all levels have made a significant contribution to its
suceess. '

30. Finally, the Group wishes to express its appreciation to the Lebanese
Government for its co-operation and for providing the necessary conditions for
the Group to fulfil its mission in an independent and 6bjective manner. The

Group's appreciation is also due to the people of Lebanon from all walks of

life for the many evidences of their courtesy, hospitality and friendship.




S/4114
FIFTH REPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS OBSERVATION GROUP IN LEBANON : ANNEX English
Annex
Page 1
35801 36° 36230
‘,‘of“s '/ \
o (
. Aaboudiye 5 \
s\.—r' f\'—./-- ‘\./ V.*"q
Notre Dame .
de Fort, ‘C_}éadra / \ }
Sehleh, 4
ek
o " . 340
34 i) Y Mzariaa Akroum 30"
30' . / .
\- x(. o G =N
o e - Koussair, '\ o
ARKATR Voo e
b= < : I"— ',/'— % \ &O
* -
? ~"
x" =’ Hermel )
. . % N
Sir Danie " \\\ /
o ELKaR \
r\.« A ACA A A A A e ACA A A A AN AN AAA A x ™ a .
% N\
= = - \
e AN : \ * )
% Ras Baalbek (
w B b3 'f ------ )
- Batroun “ o
, e Jabboule S=e ,\
% Hadeth Jobbe w e
NN ’
oo~ vm Arsal -~ /)
ROSERA e - El-Laboue \ '
~ a > A ,. A =3 A~ -~ ~ ST s O ./.
'O—” ./
3 A et it £t et el 'Younine \
z\\:\\/\/\N\M/\/VWV\ ./
~ il e
e A A A A A A A A AN A Source of A .r
D st the Litani River / o
34 Q ) @ ' Baalbeck / 34
x 2 Q‘ ’ .
s LU # #'_ ity / >
= = | INOGIL H Q Dhour Choueir ¥ T / QV'
;"\\‘/v ® ; < N e
e of o
Yahoufa _; /' ; 7 s :
Jennta - 4,-/ e\\ )
5 ¢
s sass e e Ve Maarboun
Sesooooeoeooes - v
A A N N AN N NN N N A N NN ./
A A A A A A N AN N AN . /
£
o o
T emg s ® Damgs,,,
IS s R A A PP IS : Aita el- :
Cotsooooooeeoee i L 36°30°
A A AP N
e : 3 Deir LEBANON
S s E R el-Aachayer
P OPERATIONS OF UNOGIL
o
)
(=}
= 33° :
e 130" r Station
. Sub-Station
A OP and Traffic Check Post
+++++ Station Boundary
‘ + / 3 o :
~/, Marjayoun Rachaya ’
AR "'uga\ )ur Failitior Ch;?fla/- e Roads Patrolled:
L el i o : Main Road
FEE A+
\ . T 5 s
Deir Mimass ‘) \ Minor Road
Sl N o
N @o,,% —————— Track
@ :
Q"f;, e Railway
Py,
0 5 10 15 20
MILES
— 0 5 10 15 - 20
/ KILOMETRES
\ Sy —
35°30" 39
MAP NO. 1126 UNITED NATIONS

NOVEMBER 1958




UNITED NATIONS

oy Distr.
SECURITY {1 GEERAL
COUNCHL S8/ i

17 November 1958

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

FIFTH REPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS OBSERVATION GROUP IN LEBANON

Submitted through the Secretary-General in pursuance of the
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Sir,

The United Nations Observation Group in Lebanon has the honour
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FIFTH REPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS OBSERVATION GROUP IN LEBANON
TO THE SECURITY COUNCIL

INTRODUCTION

l. The present rebort of the Group‘cbvérS'its activities from 21 September to
14 November 1958. This period_has been marked by a substantial expansion in
personnel and equipment. Previously established posts have been fully manned
and equipped and a considerable number of additional posts have been set up both
close to the frontier and in depth. Despite oceasional interference with and,

more rarely, firing at United Nations patrols, the general pattern has been one

of completé'coveragé'Of all frontier and other significant areas.

2. An important event of the period was the assumption of office on

23 September by General Fousd Chehsb as the new President of Lebsnon. In the
period immédiately following there occurred s number of disturbances, accompanied
by a state of tension, in Beirut itself and in areas surrounding it, as well as
to its north and east. As a result, there was some reorientation of the
activities of Observers, who were detailed to patrol more extensively in these
areas but made no observations of significance in regard to the Group's mandate.
3. On 15 October 1958, the new disturbances came to an end with the formation
of a new Government, subsequently unanimously confirmed in office by the
National Assembly, which received the support of practically all sections of
Lebanese opinion. Already following the change of President on 25 September,
the Lebanese Armed Forces had begun to penetrate into the previously Opposition~
held areas of the Akkar Plain, the North Bekaa Valley, and the villages on the
slopes of Mt. Hermon. With the formation of the new Government on 15 October,
the assertion of Government authority in these and other areas proceeded more
rapidly.

4, The period covered by this report has seen the withdrawal of the United
States troops which had first landed in Lebanon on 15 July. A part of these
forces had been withdrawvn in the middle of August and the evacuation of the
remainder was begun in the latter half of September and was completed without
incident on 25 October.
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5 By that time, the 6nly méjor aréas in Lebanoh not under the control of the
Government forces were the Chouf. arsa southeast of Beirut held by well-
disciplined Druze'pértisans'and the Deir-el-Aachayer salient on iz Eyrian
border held by the smell so-called National Liberation Army. Dufing the last
days of October, the leaders in these areas disbanded their forces. Thus,
‘orgenized opposition forces have now to all intents and purposes»ceased to

exist and the Govermment is in process of extending its authority over the
whole.couﬁ@ry.

6. While isoleted cases of shooting have continued to occur, these have now
exclusively the character of inter-viilage feuds, private vendetias or outright
banditry. With the genersl improvement in the law and order situation throughout
the country, such incidents as now occur are taking place mainly in remote areas
and are sporadic in nature. United Nations Observers from time to time
encounter a few armed men in these arcas and more re-ely are held up or shot

at by them. This represents a vestige of lawlessness in areas not fully under

Government control, rather than any concerted action against its authority.

DEVELOPMENT OF MILITARY OPERATIONS

1. Since the last report the number of military persdnnel serving with
UNOGIL has increased from 287 to 591. Of these, 469 are ground Observers,
32 are NCO's in support of ground operations, and 90 are in the air section.

The number of vehicles has risen from 173 to 290.

8. As a result of this expansion, the scope of ground activiﬁieé has increased
considerably. Since 21 September, eleven additional substations; four
permenently manned Observation Posts ahd bne traffic check post have been
opened. The total number of permanently manned posts of all types has thus
inereased from 33 to 49, while previously existing posts have been more heavily
menned. ' w




following posts have been opened during the period:

~ Date of

Location

of Post Type of Post

Tripolli area Hadeth
Amioun
Jabboule

Btedai

Baalbek area

Substation
Substation
Substation
Substation

7 Octiober
22 October
8 Octoberg/
8 October

Ainata

Jammoune

Observaticn Post 8 October
8 October
2 October

2 October

Obceynation Post
Substation

Traffic Control
Foss

Chtaura area Rayax

Yennta

lO‘Octoberb/

American b/
Univ. Farm Substation 21 October—

28 Septenber

Zahle Subctation

Marjayoun area Haghaya Substation

igipe
Chebaa
Saida area Deir~-el-Kamar

Beirut

Substation

Observation Post

Substation
Substation

16 October™

26 October
5 October

10 October

Beirut area

Dhour Choueir Substation 10 Octobers

El Laboue was changed from a substation to an Observation Post
on the same date.

These posts had existed previously, but were temporarily closed
down in order to deploy personnel closer to the border.

Dhour Choueir operates under the control of Beirut substation.

10. During this period, Observers have had free access to all regions and it
has been possible to patrol regularly not only roads along the border or
leading to it, but also the roads in the interior. The number of hours spent
daily on patrol has increased steadily. Thus the daily average was 140 hours
in mid-August, 219 hours in mid-September, 491 hours in mid-October and 932
hours at the end of the month. These figures do not include the hours spent
in manning on a twenty-four-hour a day basis the many fixed Observation Posts
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and traffic control posts throughout the country. It must be remembered also

that all patrols consist of at leest two and many of four Observers. Another
indication of the inéreased activity of ground operations is the distance
travelled by UNOGIL venicles. The average daily distancé covered by vehicle
patrois had risen by the end of October to a peak of 13,620 kilometres.
1l. Air operations have been carried out at the same high rate as that noted
at the end of the period covered in the last report. Thus, for purposes of
comparison with previous months, it may be noted that the combined totals of
sorties and flying-time per month for fixed-wing aircraft and helicopters are
as follows:

August : 210 sorties Lok hours

Sepbember 317 sorties 775 hours

October 205 sorties 767 hours
This rate has been maintained despite the temporary absence of aircrews
returning the four Harvard aircraft to Sweden in the first three weeks of
October and of personnel detached to assist inbtraffic control duties connected
with the air evacuation of British troops from Jordan to Cyprus in the latter
half of the month.

OBSERVATIONS

12. The Group does not feel it necessary in this report to review the
situation in each frontier area, but instead will present some observations

of a general character.

15. Firet, the Group wishes to make clear that no cases of established or
suspected infiltraiion of armed men or smuggling of materiel have been noted
by its Observers during the period under review.

14. As has been explained above, traffic control points have been meintained
at all major rocad and rail crossings of the Syrian frontier and it has been
possible to inspect the greater part of the traffic passing by. There has
been nothing to indicate that it was not normal. Frontier passéges at other
than major crossings have been infrequent and in all observed cases apparently
innocent. The Lebanese customs authorities have now taken over this inspection

at all recognized border crossings.

foni
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15. The Group has in the past paid close atieﬁtibn to all instances of
inﬁerference.with the freedom of movement of its Observers as a possible
indicdtibn that infiltration might be occurring. Sporadlc instances of such
1nterference have continued to occur and to 1mpose on Observers on the ground
and in the air an element of danger. :
16. Thus, on 10 October 1958, a United Nations patrol proceeding from'Chebaa
towards the Syrian border came under heavy fire and withdrew only with great
difficulty. On 22 October a United Nations plane flying over Arsal was Tfired
at and the pilot suffered a wound in the shoulder which fortﬁnately proved not
to be serious. Ground patrols in the North Bekaa Valley have also been ehot'
at and there have been several additional cases of Observers being held up and
robbed in that area. Such incidents as these have, of course, been a matter
of concern to the Group, which has however after due inquiry found that they
are to be interpreted not as a pattern of denying access to its Observers to
inflltratlon routes but rather as residual menifestations of the state of
insecurity and disorder which has existed in Lebanon over the last six months.
17. The Group hasvthroughout its stay in Lebanon directed its Observers to
pay close attention to all instances of the baring of arms throughout the
country with a view to determining by changes in the strength of such armed
bands whether additionsl materiel may have been brought into the country. The
reriod covered by the present report has been remarkable for the steady decrease
in the number of armed men visible throughout the country. This decrease has

been even more marked since the uﬁanimously accepted appointment of the new

Government in the middle of October.
18. 1In its previocus report the Group noted two cases in which persons who
had presumably entered Lebanon for illegal purposes had left the country. The
Group has noted a further significant case of such "exfiltration" during the

- period under review., On 20 October, some 365 Druzes, the majority of whom were
unarmed but some of whom were seen carrying revol&ers, proceeded on foot from
the Chouf over the Lebanon range to the South Bekaa Valley in the Joub-Jannine
region. From there about 250 of them proceeded by truck, bus or jeep via
Aita-el-Foukhar and Deir-el-Aachayer to»theeSyrian Border. The remaining 115
apparently proceeded to Rachaya and other ﬁeighbouring.villages inside Lebanon.

S5 iw
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All stages of this movement came under the close scrutiny of United Nations
Observers but despite subsequent specially organized air and ground petrols,
no further movements of this kind have been reported. It is reascnatlsz to
assume that these Druzes had, in accordance with their traditicucl praciice,
previously made their way to the Chouf in support of the Druze forces organized
there. Sl

19. VWhea the so-called National Liberation Army in the Deir-el-Aachayer
salient was disbanded during the last days of October, it was reported that
most of the 150 soldiers belonging thereto had retiined to their villages with
their rifles but that a number of lizt machinm-giz=c and cther smell arms had
been sent out of the country. Tue faot that this movement of men and arms has
been occurring across the borders of lebunon ia thsa reverss direction also
tends to confirm the Group's observatina that o #l.3gal infiltration or the

smugegling of arms into Lebanon are occurring at the wresent time.

CONCLIZ3TIONS

20, The mendate of the Group under tiae Security Council resolution of

11 June 1958'has been to ensure that there is no illegal infiltration of
personnel or the smuggling of arms or other materiel from across the Lebanese
‘borders. In view of the absence for some time of any reporﬁs of infiltration

of personnel or smuggling of arms and of the recent marked improvement in the

general security situation in Lebanon,:and in the relations between Lebanon

and its eastern neighbour, the CGroup hes come to the conclusion that its task
under the 11 June resolution may now be regarded as completed.

21. The Secretary-General, in his report tolfhe General Assembly under the
terms of General Assembly resolution 1237 (ESQIII) of 21 August 1958, has
described the Group as presenting a practical arrangement in the sense of that
resolution for upholding the purposes.and principles of the Charter in
relation to Lebanon in the present circumstances and for facilitating the
withdrawal of foreign troops from the couﬁtry. As has been noted, the
withdrawal of foreign troops from Lebanon was completed before the end of -
October. As regards the more general task of fostering peaceful relations
betweeh Lebanon and other Arab States, the Group has made an effective
contribution by carrying out as efficiently as possible its mandate under the

foii
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22. Since the task assigned to it may now be regarded as completed, the Group
is of the opinion that the withdrawal of UNOGIL should now be undertaken and the .
Group accordingly submits its recommendation to that effect. It may be
mentioned here that a substantial reduction in the force of Observers is to take
place as soon as necessary travel arrangements are made, involving those
Observers who have been with the Group since the earliest stages of the
operation. For the complete withdrawal of the mission, it would be necessary
for a detailed plan to be drawn up in consultation with the Lebanese Government,
after which appropriate steps could be taken for its execution.

25. As this is perhaps the last substentive report of the mission, it would

be proper to add some brief comrients of a general nature on the work of the
Group. These will of necessity be limited in scope, as the wider impact of

the Group's endeavours in the general situation in the area can only be
assessed in the light of history.

24. When the first few Observers arrived in Lebanon some five months ago,

they found an extrermely complex situation, with large groups in different parts
of the country in open and armed opposition to the Government, while practically
the entire land frontier was open and outside the control of the Government.

To enable the function of observation to be performed; iﬁ was first necessary
to obtain physical access to the areas where such observation would be valuable,
namely, along the borders. After patient and pérsistent efforts, the Observers
were able to gain access to one part, and then to another of the frontier, so
that eventually a string of substations and Observation Posts came to be
established practically throughout the length of the frontier. From these
posts and others to the rear and by means of incessant patrolling, the
Observers were able to maintain constant vigilance.

25. During the five months, the situation in and around Lebanon has undergone
big and sometimes dramatic changes, which have inevitably affected the task

of observation. Without departing from the mandate of the Group, it has been
necessary to vary the approach to the task from time to time. This has

involved the taking of timely decisions, while keeping the standing instructions
under constant review; what is more, these decisions have had to be communicated
promptly to the Observers in the field and their execution closely supervised.
Considering the complex, and in many respects unprecédented, nature of UNOGIL's

fiae
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operations, it is a matter of some satisfaction that a proper balance was
maintained throughout and UNCGIL's efforts at no point got out of contact wi+h
the realities of the changing situstion.

26, 1In general, it mey be stated that the United Nations Observation Group in
Lebsnon has been a symbol of the concern of the internmational community for the
welfare and secur¢ty of Lebacon. Apart from the effects of its mwission of |

observaticn and ‘reporting, its presence kas had a reassuring effect on the

population and has influenced the pistcric events which bave taken place. By

helping tc free the Lebanese situztion from its external corplications, 1t has
contributed to the creation of conditions under which the Lebanese pecple
themselves could arrive at a peacerul solution of their internal problems.

27. In erpressing these views, the Grcup feels it eppropriate to pay tribute to
the devotion to duty shown by the Military Observers vnder its control. The
success of an operation such as the present one dep=nids on the application of
moral force to circumstances where otherwise only the use of arms would be
effective., The Military Observers, armed only with the moral authority of the
United Nations and their own determinafion and courage, have been able to

fulfil their task of peace and have won for themselves the respect of the people
in all areas in which they have operated. In doing so they have, even in the
recent improved circumstances in Lebanon, repeatedly undergone hardship and
dangers, which have been described in deteil in this and previous reports.

28, The distinctions of national origin have proved to be superficial in relation
to the deep significance of the common task which the Observers were called upon
to perform. Observers from twenty-one countries from different parts of the
world have co-operated effectively and in a spirit of comradeship not only in
cireumstances of danger and under the stimulus of urgent events but also in

the carrying out of routine duties and patrols. If, as it believes, the Group
has been able to make a useful contribution to the restoration of more peaceful
conditions in Lebanon, it is because it has been able to base its reports on

the objective information faithfully supplied to it by its Observers on the
ground and in the air.
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29. The Group wishes to express its appreciation to the Secretary-General for

his co-operation and constant support in providing the Group with the necessary
facilities for carrying out its task throughout the operation. The Group wishes
also to thank the staff members of the United Nations Secretariat assigned to
the mission, who at all levels have made a significant contribution to its
success.

50. Finally, the Group wishes to express its appreciation to the Lebanese
Govermment for its co-operation and for providing the necessary conditions for
the Group to fulfil its mission in an independent and objective manner. The
Group's appreciation is also due to the people of Lebanon from all walks of

life for the many evidences of their courtesy, hospitality and friendship.
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