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UNITED NATIONS
Distr.SLECURITY RN
o

EOUNCHE i
ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

LEITER DATED 22 OCTOBER 1959 FROM THE DEFUTY PERMANENT
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM ADDRESSED TO THE

PRESIDENTOF THE SECURITY COUNCIL

I have the honour to refer to the lettexr addressed‘to you on October'ls by

the Pgrmanent Representative of Yemen in which he made certain allegations of

infringement of the frontier between Yemen and the Aden Protectorate.

The letter of the Permanent Representative of Yemen alleged that a British
aircraft flew over the town of al-Baidha on October 4., Full investigations ha#e

'

shown that only four military aircraft were in the air over the Aden Protectorate

on October 4, and that none of these could have been within fifty miles of al-
~ Beidha. Of the two civilian alrcraft in the area, one landed at Mukeiras on &

daily service, making a nofmal approach in clear weather, and the other flew from

Aden to Beihan. All pilots are fully aware of the position of the frontier, and

examination of the two pilots concerned confirms that neither of these aircraft

crossed the frontier. Her Majesty's Government have therefore unreservedly

rejected the protest made to them in this connexion by the Government of the Yemen,

The Permanent Representative of Yemen also alleged in his letter that British

armed forces attacked al-Baidha on October 5. Investigation has shown that no

British troops fired shots in the area of al-Baidha on that day; the only shots

by British troops in this general region on October 5 were fired in the camp at

Mukeiras as a routine signal for a practice drill.

As to the general allegations made by the Permanent Representative of Yemen

of violations cf Yemeni air space during September and October of this year, I can

state that strict instructions are in force to ensure that there are no

infringements of Yemeni air space by military or civil aircraft. Her Mejesty's

Government have already informed the Goverrment of the Yemen that investigations

59-25125

/' Q *



have failed to establish the truth of an earlier allegation by the Government of
:

Yemen that British military aircfaft circled over Taiz on September 1l2. Her
v

Majesty's Government have stated that, while they were unable to accept the protest

-
made by the Yemeni Government in this conmnexion, they intended to continue to abi&e,
as heretofore, by the spirit and text of the'agreements concluded between the two

countries.

Her Majesty's Govermment in the United Kingdom are perturbed at the wide

dissemination of these unsubstantiated allegations at a time when the frontier

between the Yemen and the Aden Protectorate has been calm, and there appeared

reason to hope for a steady improvement in Anglo-Yemeni relations.

I am communicating the foregoing to Your Excellency for the information of

the Security Council.

I have the honour o be, etc.

~

(Signed) H. Beeley
Deputy Permanent Representatlve of the
United Kingdom to the United Nations



\
)

UNITED NATIONS

SECURITY
s/4229

£t OUNCILL
'

: 16 October 1959

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH
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LETTER DATED 15 OCTOBER 1959 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF

YEMEN TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL

T have the honour, upon instructions from my Govefnment, to draw the

attention of the Security Council to new provocative and aggressive British

actions against Yemen,

British aircraft have violated Yemeni air space, On b October 1959 a British

plane flew in a provocative manner over the Yemeni town of Al-Baidba, This was

not the first time that such British provocation took place within the recent

weeks., Similar British violatidns of Yemeni air space took place during last
September and this month of October, The Yemeni cities of Al-Baidba, Katabah

and Taiz, the Capital, were subject to these violations.

In addition, British armed forces waged an unprovoked attack on

5 October 1959 against Al-Baidha. This attack lasted for four hours causing loss

of life and destruction of property of the inhabitants of Al-Baidha.

There is no justification for these British violations of the Yemeni

air space and unprovoked attack against Yemeni territories. Similar actions,

which threaten peace and security in the area, could be avolded if Britain would

observe her obligations under the United Nations Charter and would respect the

sovereignty of Member States. .

I shall be grateful if this letter would'be circulated~to Member States as

an official document,
'

I avail myself, etc.

(Signed) M. Kamil Abdul Rahim
Permanent Representative
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ORIGINAL: ENCLISH

LEITER DATED 10 SEPTEMBER 1958 FROM THE PERMANENT

REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM ADDRESSED TO

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

T have the honour to inform you that on the 6th of September a supply convoy

to Mertaa from Kukeiras in the territory of the Aden Protectorate was attacked by

fire from Yemeni heavy machine guns located on a ridge behind Am Sauma in Yemeni

territory and in two small forts in the village itself. Exercising the right of

self-defence recognized in Article 51 of the Charter, British forces took

measures in self-defence to silence these machine guns by counter-battery action

from the air. ILater in the same day the same convoy was fired on by & neavy

machine gun located in an open position outside Am Sauma. This gun also was

silenced in self-defence by counter-battery action from the air.

T am communicating the foregoing to Your Excellency for the information of

the Security Councile

I have the honour to be, etc.

(Signed) Pierson Dixon

58-21277
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LETTER DATED 18 JULY 1958 FROM THE PERMANFNY

REPRESENTATIVE OF YEMEN TO THE PRESIDENT OF

THE SECURITY COUNCIL

T I have the honour, upon instructions from my Government, to draw the

attention of the Security Council to the new wave of British acts of aggression

against Yemen which, on 8 July 1958, culminated in an unprovoked attack by the

British Royal Air Force against life and property of the inhabitants of Harib

within Yemen territory. On that day British Royal Air Force aircraft, both

fighters and bombers, violated Yemen air space and bombed the Yemeni town of Harib.

Consequently, Yemeni defense anti-aircraft guns fired on the aircraft and one was

hit and crashedin Yemen territory. An hour later the British Royal Air Force

once more violated Yemeni air space, flew over thirty miles inside the territory

of Yemen and once again‘bombed the town of Harib using rockets and other

destructive weapons. This attack caused much destruction in property and human

suffering.

2. TFor months now there have been continued aggressive activities by the

United Kingdom's forces in that area directed against Yemen, which has resulted

in much loss of life and destruction of property. The most recent of these acts

of aggression, in addition to the one mentioned above and to those stated in my

last letter addressed to the Secretary-General on 2 May 1958 (document s/koo1),
are the following:

May 6 through May 8, 1958 marked three days of bombing, ground

and artillery attacks against the small southeast Yemen town of Qataba
in the Vice-Royalty of Ibb. Qataba is well within the provisional

boundary of Yemen. The bonbing hit and completely destroyed

al-Fat'h an-Nasiriya South Yemen Tribal School. The capacity of the

school is 600 students, and there were 400 boarding students in the

school up to the date of the attack, 200.having left earlier out of

58-16974
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fear of eventual British occupation of the Qataba area. This same bombing

caused the destruction of a customs house near the school, and many other

neighbouring houses. Twenty soldiers were killed and approximately sixty

were wounded in their quarters in the Customs Khan barracks while they

were asleep after all night duty on the front lines. The barracks were

unfortified and undefended except by individual rifle fire of surviving

soldiers. Four picturés.Showing the damage caused by these attacks are

enclosed herewith. The said bombing caused g number of deaths and

casualties and illness from exposure and shock, particularly among women

and children. Many students were exposed to shock with a least two

thought to be permanently affected mentally.

D The letter of Sir Pierson Dixon, the Permanent Representative of the

United Kingdom to the United Nations, sent to the Secretary-General on

9 July 1958 (document S/40k4) regarding the latest attack of 8 July 1958, is

itself a clear expression of contradictory statements attempting to cover up

British planned aggression. While the Permanent Representative of the

United Kingdom claims, in the said letter, that certain places in the Aden

Protectorate "were fired on across the frontier from Yemen by heavy machine guns

located near the town of Harib", he did not explain why British aircraft had to

violate Yemeni air space and fly over thirty miles beyond the place of shooting.
The United Kingdom failed to show a justifiable reason for sending aircraft to

Harib which is over twenty-twc miles away from what Britain calls the "de facto

frontier" and 100 miles from Sana'a, the capital of Yemen.

Britain cannot claim that the firing across the border came from Harib,
because the British Permanent Representative will certainly find by checking the

British Directorate of Colonial Surveys Map, Second Edition, 1956, which is

herewith attached, that Harib is at least twenty-two miles away from the so-called

"de facto frontier" and, this being the case, neither Yemen, nor any other country,
has so far been able to acquire machine guns which fire across the border from a

distance of twenty-two miles.

L. This latest armed attack, of 8 July 1958, for which there would be, and

there could be, no justification if Britain was more respectful to the sovereignty
of Member States, and to her obligations under the United Nations Charter, was

provoked by Britain in an effort to achieve her objectives by intimidation and

violence. : i
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I shall be very grateful if Your Excellency would make the necessary

arrangements to ensure that these facts are communi cated to all Members of the

United Nations as a matter of urgency.

I avail myself etc.

(Signed) KamilA. RAHIM
Permanent Representative

of Yemen
to the United Nations
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In fortified cliff behind

Qataba town, Yemen
defenses survived 3

days of RAF bombing,
Civilians fleeing
Qataba to the safety
of the height were

strafed,
Attack's toll: Sdead;
60 men, 40 children,
and 25 women wounded,

The undefended town

of Qataba, just across

the provisional bor-
der in Yemen from

the British-occupied
state of Dhala north
of Aden, In right
background is a

corner of the School
and Customs compounds
bombed in a 3-day attack

May 6-8 1958, The
border ruas at the foot

of the mountains in the

distance., (
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9 July 1958

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

LETTER DATED 9 JULY 1958 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

In continuation of ny letter of T May, I have the honour to

inform Your Excellency that on 8 July a platoon of Aden Protectorate

levies who were carped arcund Tamra Fort in the State of Beihanin the Aden

Protectorate were fired on across the frontier from Yemen by hea?y machine guns

located near the town of Harib. Dxercising the right of self-defence recognized

in Article 51 of the Charter, British forees took measures in self-defence to

silence these machine guns yratfigb~ratnuoc\yb action from the air, In the course

of this action the aircraft were fired on by anti-alrcraft guns located on

rooftops in the tdwn of Harib and one aircraft was hit and crashed in Yemeni

territory near the position bf the machine guns which it was counter-attacking.

As the machine guns were continuing to fire across the frontier on Aden

Protectorate forces, further counter action was taken against them fron the air,

The aircraft were again fired on by guns located in Harib and one gun located

~on the roof of a building was therefore destroyed by precision attack by

aircraft using rockets.
'

T am corrunicating the foregoingto Your Excellency for the information of

the Security Council.

I have the honour to be, etc.

(8igned) Pierson Dixon

58-15951



i
e INFO COPY !

KTROCH/ 48 , JUN131958
Translated from Arsbic

|

1 FILE NQ,

10 June 1958

Mohamed Ali Al <Jawri, Presidemt of the Association of Southerners

Taiz, Yemen

The Secretary-Gemeral

Eritain is eadesvouring to impose 8 detested colonial stetus om

occupied South Yemen and to give its puppets illegal power to exploit the

pecple in this way. I heve sent the following telegram to the Secretary of

State for the Colonies and I hope thet you will take note of {t amd

circulate it to all representatives. It reads as follows:

“On behalf of the people of the South I wish to iaform you of

the following. BSecret comverssations are proceeding betwesen you and

s mmber of leadsrs vhom you have assembled in Londom in order tc

give your plans and aims in the South legal form. ] warn you agaiost
this and stete thmt these persons represent aobody but themselvss and

that the people do not and will never accept them. Any agreemsuts
you have already concluded with them and sy you may hereafter comcliude

are legally worth otly the paper on which they are written. You will

never succesd in imposing om the people 8 status of vhieh they dc nmot

spprove., The Arab people of the South condesm your acts and the acts

of your ageats, They do not have the legal means of thnmrting vour
schemes . wvhich are aimed not #t their intereets but st your interests

as 8 Colonisl State and the interests of your traitorous puppets. The

acts of aggression cammitted by your forces against us, who represemt
the people in all areas. will not enable you to gais your objective,

m‘m.u or our side and right will always preveil over oppressive
might .
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THE ARAB INFORMATION CENTER
120 EAST 56TH STREET NEW YORK 22, N. Y. MURRAY HILL 8-5580

YEMEN REPRESENTATIVE FEARS COLD WAR

COULD SPREAD TO ARABIAN PENINSULA

New York, February 27 --(AIC)-- Ambassador Kamil Abdul Rahim, Permanent

Representative of Yemen to the United Nations, expressed concern today over recent

British attacks upon Yemen which might turn his nation into "a new and explosive
ground for cold war" between the Western and Eastern blocs,

At 9:30 A.M, this morning Ambassador Rahim presented a formal Yemeni

complaint against British aggression to Arkady A. Sobolev, President of the Security
Council, and at 12:00 noon the Ambassador conferred with United Nations Secretary
General Dag Hammarskjold about the gravity of the situation. In his discussions

Ambassador Rahim said he had asked for action to halt British attacks upon areas

and positions which lie far within the recognized territory of Yemen,

T am afraid that if these aggressive actions are not stopped, all the southern

part of the Arabian peninsula will become a new and explosive ground for cold war,
"

he explained, "and a new liberation war, similar to that of Algeria, may flare up

in the area with dire consequences to peace and security,"

In its complaint to the Security Council, Yemen listed numerous acts of British

aggression committed between January 21, 1958 and February 20, 1958, resulting in

severe casualties and destruction of Yemeni property.

(Note to Editors: This material filed, under the Foreign Agents Registration Act, with the Department o
7 j

]
. ustic b

statement of the Arab Information Center, as an agenzy of the governments of the League of glmb State.{ '1l.r aw:;'latlee’;o:bfm’;eqc’z':;zd
Registration does not imply approval or disapproval of this material by the U. S. Government.)

;



Press Kelease
THE ARAB INFORMATION CENTER

120 EAST 56TH STREET NEW YORK 22, N. Y, MURRAY HILL 8-5580

YEMEN MAY ASK SECURITY COUNCIL
TO CONSIDER BRITISH AGGRESSION

New York, February 27 --(AIC)-- Charging British military forces with a

"planned and persistent” campaign against its borders, the Kingdom of Yemen
warned today that it would place a complaiut against the United Kingdom before
the Security Council unless "effective and immediate measures" were taken to

end British acts of aggression,

A letter submitted by Ambassador Kamil Abdul Rahim, Permanent Repre-
sentative of Yemen to the United Nations, to Arkady A. Sobolev, President of the

Security Council, cited numerous British attacks upon Yemeni territory from Jan-
uary 21, 1958 through February 20, 1958 -- attacks which "resulted in severe

casualties and extensive damage to property,"

These attacks included the bombardment of Sawma'a, January 21; the in-

cendiary bombing of regions of Quataba, January 30; the ground artillery attack
upon Al-Baida, February 15; aggression against centers of Harib on February 8,
9, 16, 18, 19 and 20; the destruction of Al-Abu~Tuhaif on February 9, 18 and

19;-the bombing of Shukair on February 16, 18, 19 and 20; the bombardment of
Al-Sawda, February 19; heavy artillery attacks upon the Gahash area on Febru-

ary 8 and 16, and the artillery attack upon Mahallat E1 Sharaf on February 16,

Declaring that continuing British aggression against Yemen since October
1956 constituted a "grave threat to peace and security, " Ambassador Rahim
stated in his letter: “If effective and immediate measures are not taken to end
these acts of aggression, which are bound to have untold repercussions in the
area, my Government shall be obliged to invite the Security Council to consider
the matter and take nec essary measures,"

He requested that his letter be circulated among the members of the Se-
curity Council,

(Note to Editors: This material filed, under the Foreign Agents Regisiration Act, with the Department of Justice, where the required
statement of the Arab Information Center, as an agency of the governments of the League of Arab States is available for inspection.

Registration does not imply approval or disapproval of this material by the U. S. Government.)
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LETTER DATED 7 MAY 1958 FROM THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED
KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IREIAND ADDRESSED TO

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

While reserving the right to coument on the letter addressed to Your

Excellency by the Representetive of Yemen on the 2nd of May (S/4001) and in

continuation of Mr. Crosthweit's letter of the 17th of April (S/%989), I have

the honour to inform Your Excellency that on the 6th of May Britgsh troops in

the Aden Protectoratewere fired upon by Yemeni heavy machine-guns from posts
established illegally in the Aden Protectorate. British aircraft flying over

the Protectorate to feply to these attacks were fired upon from the Yemen by
heavy machine-guns in and near the fortified Yemeni barracks near the town

of Qataba. Acting in accordance with the provisions of Article 51 of the

Charter, British forces tock measures in self-defence to silence these

machine~guns by aerial attack.

I am communicating the foregoing to Your Excellency for the information

of the Security Council..

I have the honour to be, etc.

(Signed) Pierson Dixon

58~10720
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LETTER DATED 2 MAY 1958 FROM THE REPRESENTATIVE OF YEMEN

ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

With reference to the letters frou the United Kingdom to you dated 6 March 1958

(s/3977), and 17 April 1958 (S/3989), accusing Yemen of aggression, I have the

honour to inform you that on no occasion has Yemen carried out any aggression

against British forces.
- -

:

Both the above-mentioned British letters are groundless and aim atdistorting

the facts in order to divert world public opinioh from acts of aggression committed

by the Brltish withln Yemen territory and the continuous suppression of the

11beration movement in the so-called British Protectorates. In this connexion my

Government would like to bring to Your Excellency's attention the following:

T Yemenlte forces have never tried to cross the provisional borders with the

so-called British Protectorates. On the other hand, villages in the Harib region -

located far inside Yemen territory - were a target for British jet planes and tanks

-

on 11 and 12'April 1958, resulting in loss of lives and destruction of property.

Two rep“esentatlves of the British Labour Party, Mr. Sorthorn and Mr. John Dock Doll,

witnessed tbe destructlon inflicted during this British aggression.

2, Contrary to allegations in the British letter of 17 April, no Yemenite

helicopter flew over the disputed areas. Actually, aYemenite helicopter flew in

a straight line from Sana'a to Harib over Yemenite territory carrying the two

above-mentioned British Labour Party representatives. The Yeuwen Government,

through the British legation in Taiz, made a point of inforuwing the Aden authorities

three days in advance about this flight.

3., By far the wost disquieting act of aggression by the British, is the occupation

of the Sultanate of Lahej about 19 April by wore than four thousand British troops

armed with artillery and tanks, and concentrated on the provisional frontiers

between Yemen and Lahej causing a real dhd grave threat to the security of Yemen.

Tt is to be noted that the treaty between the Sultan of Lahej and the British

Government (which was imposed on Lahej by the British) does not giVe the British

58-10237 ,
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any right to occupy the Lahej territory with military forces. During the occupation

of Lahej by these troops, all sorts of atrocities, including killing of innocent

people and theftof their property, are being committed by the British, and many

of the residents of Lehej have fled to Yemen, requesting the Yemen Government to

~

bring their case to the attention of the United Nations Security Council. The

grave events taking place in Lahej, in Dhala, and in Mukairiss are examples of what

is actually teking place in all the so-called British Protectorates in the area

where'people'are clamoring for their liberstion.

L The Yemen Government raises a strong protest against the continued British

aggression on her territory, the concentration of British troops, and their

suppression of the freedom of the people of the area =~ thus causing a grave threat

to peace.
|

D The Yemen Government would welcome the appointment of a neutral commission

to survey the situation end investigate on the spot the destruction caused by

the British forces within the Yemeni territory.

6, T ghall be grateful if this letter is circulated to all Members of the

United Nations.
Please accept, Your Excellency, etc.

(Signed) M. Kamil A. Rehim

Permanent Representative of Yemen
to the United Nations
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17 April 1958

SECRETARY-GENERAL

Yemen

London agree that it will be appropriate for you ofi mention the

failure of the Yemenis to answer the positive proposals in the last

British letter, if they give you an openihg to do so,

B



.8
UNITED NATIONS o

: { Distr-

SECURITY [
N\ T

S/3989
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ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

LETTER DATED 17 APRIL 1958 FROM THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTEERN IRELAND

ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

With reference to the letter from Sir Pierson Dixon of 6 March (S/3977)
I have the honour to inform you of two further attacks made by Yemeni forces

against the Aden Protectorate.

On 11 April a patrol 6f the Aden Protectorate levies in the Salil area

in Beihan territory, which is pai't of the Aden Protectorate, came under heavy

artillery fire from guns in Harip Fort situated about 800 yards from the towm

of that nome In Yemeni territory. Acting in accorda.née with the provigions
of Article 51 of the Charter of the United Na‘crions s British forces took

measures in sclf defence to silence the guns by aerial attack.,

On 13 April a Yemeni helicopter flew over Husn Amoud Fort in Beihan

territory, Simultaneously a heavy mortar attack was opened on the Fort by
Yemeni forces, A few minutes later a similar attack was reported on the

‘Fort at Tarara. On this occasion also British forces took measures necessary

in self defence, in accordance with Article 51,
‘

I shall be grateful if this letter is circulated as a document of the

Security Council for the information of members of the Council.

I have the honour to be, etc.

(Signed) P.M. Crosthwaite
Acting Permanent Representative
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LOTIRTHISD€ WRCH 1958 FRON THE BERANEYHEBRSSHEATIVSOFTHE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT  BRITAIN:AND: NORTHERN -TRELAND: TO: THE
SR e SECRETARY~GENERAL o

I have the honour to draw your attention to the allegations of aggression
=

brought against the United Kingdom by the representativeof Yemen in his 1etter

to you and to, the President of the Security Councildated the 27th of February

(8/2969). . .

o e

2. I am, 1nstructed by Her Majesty 8. Government in the United Kingdom to inform

yOu tpsttatanott;me hayve Britishforces committed aggressiveaction against any,.
place within Yemeniyterritory. The. specific allegations. made in the Yemeni 1;?y%
representative's, letterof the27th February have ‘been investigated and. the .

.

results of th&ae 1nvestigations are set out in Part A of the attached”memorandum.
It will be seen that the incidents alleged,by the representatlve ofYemen either
did not occurat all or originatedin attacks made by the Yemeni forces themselves.

During the same period as that covered by the Yemeni allegations the YEnenl forces
were themselves responsible for thenumerous additional actions agalnst the Aden

Protectorate set forth 1n,Part B of the attached memorandum.. . B e

3- I note the statement in the letter of the Yemenl representative that the areas

allegedly sttacked lie "withln the recognised borders of Yemen". Her Majesty's
Government are themselves in nodoubt about the location of the de facto

Aden-Yemen border, in respect of which the Government of Yemen undertook the

following obligation in the Anglo-Yemeni treaty of 193k:

"Both high contracting parties undertake that they will prevent, by all
means at their disposal, any violation by their forces of the above-mentioned
frontier, and any interference by their subjects, or from their side of that

frontier, with the affairs of the people inhabiting the other side of the
said frontier."

- 56-05093
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4., 1In case, however, the Government of Yemen should remain in doubt on this

matter, Her Majesty's Government reaffirm the invitations which they have

repeatedly extended, for instance at the Anglo-Yemeni conference in London in

November 1957, to the Government of Yemen to implement the undertaking given

in an Exchange of Notes between the Governments of the United Kingdom and Yemen

dated the 20th ofJanuary 1951. In this Exchange of Notes the two Governments

agreed to set up a joint commission to demarcate in disputed areas the frontier

as it existed in 193h. Furthermore, Her Majesty's Government reaffirm their

proposal made in November 1957 that joint conciliation commissions should be

established on the frontier to settle disputes locally. The Yemeni Government

have hitherto unfortunately felt unsble to accept any proposals aimed at the

restoration of peaceful conditions. They have not only proclaimed unceasingly

their ambition to sbsorb the territory of the Aden Protectorate, but have been

exclusively responsible for starting all disturbances on the border and have

furthermore been carrying out in recent months an intensified programme of

subversion among the tribes of the AdenProtectorate.: Her Majesty's Government

eoonsider it unneoessary in these circumstances to comment further on the

Question of which Government is conducting, in the words of the Yemeni

repreéentative,'a, planned and persistent campaign against the integrity and

territory" of the other.

B
-

1 ghall be grateful if this letter and memorandum is, like the letter to

which it refers, circulated as a document of the Security Council.

I have the honour to be etc.

(Signed) Pierson Dixon
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(The allegations of the Representative of Yemen are repyoduced in

quotation marks).

""Sawma}a‘was bombarded with machineguns and tankson January 21, 1958".
The only incident in the area on January 21 was causedby Yemenis in Sawma'a
who fired on a convoy of Aden Protectorate levies which vas proceeding to.
Martaa in the Aden Protectorate. :

MMe regions of Quataba underwent a savage attack of incendiary bombs and
rockets on January3 M

On January 30 hsitiréhhoferif'dehefio\secrof'iAemeY frontier‘patrols near
Panah with three guns.

"The city of Al-Baida and the barracks of the Yemenite soldiers were attacked

by ground artillery on February 15".

‘On February 15 Audhali tribesmen fired on Al-Balda and its environs in
exasperation at Yemeniattacks on their lands.i

"Mhe centres of Harib'have undergone British aerial reconnalssance and various

severe acts of aggression by British forces~on February 8 9, 16113, 19 and
20"

'

.

o
- Sy

In view of Yemeni attacks in the Beihan frontier area of the Aden Protectorate;
British forces have carried out aerial reconnaissance from time to time, but
on no occa81on ‘have Brltish aircraft crossed the Yemeni frontier._
AoAbu—Tuhaif Was attacked on February 9, 18 and 19 and destroyed leaving
its inhabitants homeless”,

No attacks have been made on Al-Abu-Tuhaif.

"Shukair was raided by waves of British bombers on February, 16 l8 19 and 20,
preceded by a ground attack on Febriary 15".

Yemeni forces were recently observed to have returned to the Dhahat-Shukair
massif inside the territory of the Aden Protectorate from which they had been
ejected last autumn and to be building Sangars stone-built shelters on the
massif, They were accordingly attacked from the air.

"Al-Sawda was heavily bombarded by planes and attacked by artilleryand
machine guns on February 19".

No attacks have been made,on'Al-Sawda,_”
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8. ™Mme Gahash area was subjected to a four-hour heavy artillery attack on

February 8 and February 16".

It is probable that this allegation refers to incidents which occurred on

February 9 and February 14. On these dates, as on other occasions, Yemeni

forces infiltrated into the territory of the Aden Protectorate near Tamra to

fire on that village. They brought up mortars to Gahash which lies on the

de facto frontier and used them against the village.

"Hamallat El Sharaf underwentan artillery attack on February 16".

El Sharaf was.not shelled by artillery on February 16 or on any other occasion.

During the incidents referred to in paragraphs 1, 2 and 8'above, it was

necessary in self-defence to return the fire of the Yemeni foreces.

Since January 21 the following Yemeni attacks have taken écalfi in the area
of the frontier.

:

:

In the Beihan Area

Yemenis fired on Najd Maizar on Januvary 21, 22, 25,:275.30 anleebruary €Ly 2

BLow809,90,000,008, 15, 17, 18,20, 2k, 25, and 27. Yemenis fired on

Chaniya on January 26, 28, 31,February 7, 9, 11, 13, 21, 23 and 27.

Yemenis fired on Tamra on January 28, 29 (with mortars); 31 (with mortars),
February 6, 8, 9 (with mortars), 11, 14, 18, 23, 25 (with mortars) and 28.

Yemenis fired on Husan-Amud on February 1, 9, 13, 1k, 19, 23, 24, 25 and 26.

Yemenis fired on Najd Margad on Fébruary 3, 8, 11. Yemenis operating within

the territory of the Aden Protectorate on Jebel Shukair fired on aircraft on

January 21. el

In the area of Mukairas

Yemenis fired on Amshaba on Januvary 22, 24, on Martaa on ,82.yrafinaJ 29,
February 5, 12, 13, 17 and 25 and on Shirjan on February k.

A Yemeni raiding party was intercepted near Martaa on February 19.

Yemenis damaged crops near Shirjan on February 7.

In the area of Dhala

Yemenis fired on Sanah on>February 8, 9 and 13.

During the whole of this period, Yemeni authorities have continued their

attempts to subvert tribes in the Aden Protectorate with gifts of arms and

ammunition.
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NOTE ON YEMEN'S TERRITORIAL CLAIMS

1. Behind the complaints of Yemen regarding British attacks against Yemeni

territory is Yemen's claim to territories under British control: the Aden Colony,

the Bastern and Western Aden Protectorates, and the Kamran Island.y
2. The port of Aden was annexed to British India in 1839, after a military

action following the looting of an Indian vessel near the coast. The colony was

extended by the occupation of the island of Perim in 1857 and by the purchase
between 1868 and 1888 of Little Aden and the coastal strip between Aden and Little

Aden from the local chief. Britain also established, by agreements concluded

between 1839 and 1918, protectorates over the eighteen princiéalities comprising

the Western Aden Protectorate and the seven principalities in the Eastern Aden

Protectora’qe. The island of Kamran was occupied from the Ottoman Empire in

1915, and has been administered as part of Aden since 1949.

3., British acquisitions on the mainland were recognized by the Ottoman

Empire by a convention of 1905, vwhich determined the boundary from the Red Sea

coast into the desert, and by a convention of 1914, which prolonged the boundary

to a point on the shores of the Persian Gulf.

y The Aden Colony, directly administered by Britain, includes a coastal strip as

well as the island of Perim (5 square miles) in the Straits of Bab el Mandeb and

the five Kuria Muria Islands off the coast of Oman. It has a total area of 80

square miles and a population of about 140,000,
.

The Aden Protectorate is divided into two parts — the Western Aden Protectorate

and the Eastern Aden Protectorate., The Western Aden Protectorate has an area of

about 45,000 square miles and a population of about 400,000, The Eastern Aden

Protectorate, which includes the island of Socotra (about 1,400 square miles in area

and a population of 12,000), has an area of about 75,000 square miles and a popula-
tion of about 350,000.

The Kamran Island, off the coast of Yemen in the Red Sea, has an area of 22

square miles, A quarantine station for pilgrims to Mecca from the East is maintained
on the island, Yemen claims that the island is within her territorial waters.

The territory claimed by Yemen comprises an area of over 120,000 square miles,
with a population of about 900,000. Yemen, at present, has an area of 75,000 square
miles and a population of nearly five million.



@ ‘ @

-2-

4. However, Yemen, which regained its full independence after the lMudros

armistice in November 1918, refused to recognize the validity of the Anglo-Turkish

agreements., Yemen's contention,is that the érea was part of Yemen, that the local

sheikhs and sultané had no right to conclude protectorate agreements with Brita.in,"
that the Ottoman Empire had no authority to dispose of Yemeni territory, and that

Britain had_ acquired the territory by aggression, bribery, deceit and fraud.

5« The etfipsid as regards the validity of the Ottoman agreements arises from

opposite contentions concerning 'mfieY s intémational position in the last century.

During that time s the Ottoman Empire Ha'd occupied Yemeni vterritory and imposed

agreements by which Yemen accepted Ottoman suzerainty. The Imams of Yemen, however,

repeatedly led revolts ageinst the Ottoman forces, with the result that suzerainty

was not fully and continuously effective except in the coastal area. Yemen now

claims that it had never recognized Ottoman rule although the Ottoman forces had

succeeded in occupying some kéy towns; that Yemen was unable to fight against

British‘ encroachments precisely because of the struggle for freedom against the

Ottomans; and that the Ottoman Government had in any case no title of right in any

part of Yemen.
'

Britain, on the other hand, bases its position on the ihtemationa.l
recognition of Ottoman suzerainty over i'emen and its effectiveness, even if partial.

6. Following the defeat of Turkey in the First World War, Yemeni forces advanced

into the protectorate territory. This led to a series of incidents which culminated
.

in the British air bombardment in 1928 which forced the partial retreat of the

Yemeni forces. After prolonged negotiations, the two comntries signed a 4O-~year

treaty in Sana'a in February 1934, whereby they agreed to "maintain the situation
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in regafd to the frontier" until the settlement of. the frontier question.g/
7. This treaty led to a re]ativé pacification of the situation on

the frontier for nearly two decades except in the Shabwa area, where a dispute

developed as to the exact location of the status quo frontier. In 1938,

‘wh_er'l Yemen sent a military contingent to the village of Shabwa which Yemen

claimed as within her territory, the British authorities sent planes and

troops to expel the Yemeni contingent‘. - Another serious incident took place

in the same area in September 1949, when the R.A.F. ‘went into action on the

allegation that Yemen had efected a fort in British territory. The la.tter'
incident ied, after negotiation, to an agreement on.20 Janua.t;y 1951 which

provided for the Aestablishment of a joint commission to demarcate the boundary.

But this‘ commission failed to meet, and there have been numerous incidents

in the area since 1954.

8. The 1934 treaty, moreover, has been the subject of a dispute as

to interpretation; The United modgfiiK interpreted its status quo provision

as applying merely to the boundary line; but Yemen claimed that her records

2/ Article III of the treaty read:

"The settlement of the question of the southern frontier of the
Yemen is deferred pending the canclusion, in whatever way may be agreed
upon by both High Contracting Parties in a spirit of friendship and
complete concord, free from any dispute or difference, of the negoti-
ations which shall take place between them before the expiry of the
period of the present treaty.

"Pending the conclusion of the negotiations referred to in the
preceding paragraph, the High Contracting Parties agree to maintain
the situation existing in regard to the frontier on the date of the
signature of this treaty, and both High Contracting Parties undertake
that they will prevent, by all means at their disposal any violation
by their forces of the above-mentioned frontier, and any interference
by their subjects, or from their side of that frontier, with the affairs
of the people inhabiting the other side of the said frontier."
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defiohs that the parties agreed to the maintenance of the status quo over

the enti:é disputed area. Thus, when Britain established Aden as a Crown

Colony in 1937 and beganA to institute more administrative control over

the rulers in the Protectorate, Yemen charged a violation of _t.he agreement.,

Yemen vehemently objected ofi the transfer in 1949 of Kamran island to

Aaen's jurisdiction,} to the conclusion in 1952 of new protectorate treaties

binding each of the local rulers to "éoomra.te fully and_at. all times.w:i.th
the Governor of Aden and to accept his advice on all questions rela.ting'to '

the welfare and progress of his territory", and to the promotion in 1954

of a federal scheme in the two protectora.tes.z/ :

9. Tension between Yemen and the United Kingdom increased particularly

in 1954 in conne:ci.on.with the federal scheme., An effort at mediatiori by

Dr. Jamali, then Irqi Premier, failed when Britain, while agreeing to direct

negotiations, insisted that Aden protectorate matters, including the federa.l

scheme, were the concern exclusively of Her Majesty!s Government and the

protectorate rulers. Direct negotiations befween the Crown Prince of Yemen

and the U.K. Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, held in London last

lovember, ended without even a communique when both sides held to their

positions,

:

y Proposals for federations in the two protectorate areas were explained
by the Governor of Aden at a meeting of the Sheikhs in January 1954 and
were accepted in principle, No progress has since been made, however,
partly because of the reluctance of the Sheikhs to forego their existing.
rights and privileges. British officials have advocated the federal
scheme as essential for the economic and social development of the area,
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10, Yemen's fear that the United Kingdom sought to negate her terri-

torial claims by uniting the protectorates and .establishing more direct

'administfation is one of the main underlying reaséns for the series of

incidents which began in 1954 and took a particularly serious turn in

Christmas 1956.
|

1l,. Meanwhile’, Yemen has obtained support for her position from the Arab

League, the Bandung Conference and the Communist Powers., On 19 January

and 31 March 1954, and 4 September 1957‘, the Arava;eague licnfioC adopted

resolutions supporting Yemen'; position and calling upon the Chiefs in the

Aden Protectorate not to beéome involved in any agreernent or systeni which

contradicts their Arab national feeling and separates them from their Arab

brothers, especially from Yanen.-lb/ The Bandung Conference communicue of

2l, April 1955 declared:

WThe Asian-African Conference supported the position of Yemen in the
case of Aden and the Southern parts of Yemen known as the Protectorates
and urged the parties concerned to arrive at a peaceful settlement of the

dispute,."
:

12, Communist Powers have expressed support for Yemen'!s claims in

joint statements signed during the tour of the Crown Prince of Yemen to

Communist cowntries between November 1957 and January 1958.

13. In view of this support and the recent decline of British power

in the area, as well as the rise of a nationalist movement in Aden, Yemen appears

to be confident of fulfilling her ambitions. In the meantime, incidents on

the frontier, so long as they do not get beyond control, might serve Yemen's

purposes by préventing the consolidation of British administrative control.

4/ Particularly significamt is the fact that Saudi Arabia, which borders

on the Eastern Aden Protectorate, has repeatedly supported Yemen's

claims,
:

s &
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It is, therefore, not yet certain whether Yemen would formally request

United Natiéns consideration of the matter as she has indicated severél
times during recent years.

;. The United Kingdom, on the other hand, might favour any measures

designed solely to pacify the frontier and prevent infiltration. The

century-old interest of the United Kingdom, which was based on the role

of Aden as a fuelling station on the sea route to the east, as an entre-

pot for the local trade of Arabia and East Africa and as a base for control-’

ling the souwshern entrance to the Red Sea, may have declined, But the

construction of a $110 mil‘lion refirery by the British Petroleum Company

in Aden, the prospect of petroleum resources in the prétectorate, and the

significance of the territory in relation to the oil-rich sheikhdoms in

eastern‘Arabia appear to have led her to adopt a firm policy towards

Yemen,
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3 March 1958

SECRET - PERSONAL

Secretary-General

Yemen and Aden Protectorate

1. Since I was dining with Dixon last night, only senior members

of the Delegation being present, I took the opportunity to probe on the

Yemen-Aden question. The Delegation's thinking on this gquestion was

clearly limited purely to short-term considerations. Their line was

that the Yemenis g§gknot regarded seriously by the other delegations,
that an airing of the affair in the Security Council might not be a

bad thing, that the Yemenis! accusations rarely éorresponq2§5 the facts,
which, on this occasion, were being checked by the Government of Aden,
and that no 'settlement' was possible except by giving up Aden to the

Yemenis, which was, of course, out of the question. Any suggestion of

intervention by the Secretary-General would be most unwelcomein London.:

I said that there was no question at all of any intervention by you.

Dixon said that he would be very glad to talk to you about the question
at any time.

23 Wé discussed briefly the situation on the ground. They'agreed
:

that when the Yemenis concentratelmen and materials for raids into the

Protectorate, at points behind the border, the most practical way of

dealing with them would be for the RAF to attack those points,'or at

least to reconnoitre them, but they said that the RAF had the strictest

instructions not to go over the border, and they thought that reconn-

aissance could now be adequately done by high-level oblique photography.



3. I suggested that, though the situation was perhaps not very

dangerous at present, it might well become dangerous as soon as the

Arab Union had consolidated their position and Nasser considered that

it was the.right time to turn the heat on in the Aden area by virtue

of his new status in relation to the Yemen, At that stage it would

be impossible to prevent the affair being éggrévated and becoming a

dangerous political issue. It might be worth while, therefore, H.M.G.'s

considering whether there was no way of taking the heat out of the

question at this stage, without giving up any of their rights or

responsibiiities in the Protectorate. I made no suggestion how this

might be done.

4., You may like to consider saying, as your personal opinion,
to Dixon that this is the kind of situation which is likely to become

much more difficult and dangerous as time goes on, and suggesting
that H.M.G. should consider whether there is nothing that can be done

to forestall such a development, H.M.G. have, of‘coufse, tried on

several occasions in recent years to negotiate with Yemen on the
border question. They have not succeeded, and, with the recent expul-
sion of the British Chargé d'Affaires and the new agreement between

Yemen and the United Arab Republic, bi—latefal negotiations on British

initiative are at the moment highly unlikely. There are obviously
other possibilities, but they need not be gone into at this stage.

bty



UNITED NATIONS

SECURITY. . =N | e

FOUNCIL & ». *34%23@@ 1958
ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

_TEXT OF IDENTICAL LETTERS DATED 27 FEERUARY 1958 ADDRESSEDTO THE PRESIDENT OF THE
SECURITY COUNCIL AND TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL BY THE REPRESENTATIVE OF YEMEN

In pursuance of the complaints presented on October 15, 1956, January 14,
August 12, August 16, and‘éeptémbér 1T, l§57, regarding éfiiésergga action conducted
by the forces of the United Kingdom in the territory of the Kingdom ,nefieY’fd I have

|

the honour, upon instructions from my Government, to bring to your attention the

most recent acts of aggression committed by these forces during the period from

:Januafy.Ql;;l958;:through February 20, 1958,
- These attacks have resulted in severe casualties and extensive demage to

property, the extent of which is in the process of assessment,

 The fcllowing are some of the areas attacked, which indisputsbly lie within

the recognized borders of Yemen:

1. Sawma'a was bombarded with machine'guns and tanks on January 21, 1958.
2, The regions of Quataba underwent & savage attack of incendiary bombs and

rockets on January 30th.,

3, The city of Al-Baida and the barracks of the Yemenite soldiers were

avtacked by ground artillery on February 15th.

4, The centres of Harib have undergone British aerial reconnaissance and
various severe acts of aggression by British forces on February 8th, 9th,
16th, 18th, 19th and 20th.

Al-Abu-Tuhsif was attacked on February 9th, 18th and 19th and destroyed,
leaving its inhsbitants homeless.

Shukair was raided by waves of British bombers on February 16th, 18th,
19th and 20th, preceded by a ground &ttack on the 15th of February,
Al-Sswda was heavily bombarded by planes and attacked by artillery and
machine guns on February 1l9th.
The Gahash area was subjected to a four-hour heavy artillery attack on

February 8th and February 16th.
Mehallat EL Sharaf underwent an artillery attack on February 16,

58-04316
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Thesefsnd suoiverfi acts of aggression prove that there is a planned and

,persistent cempalgn against the integrity and the territory of Yemen by the

forces of the United Kingdom, constituting a grave threat to peace and security,
'desplte‘the'continulng efforts of my Goverament to find a pesceful solution, If

effective and irmediate measures are not taken to end these acts of aggression,
- which are bound.to have untold repercussions 1n the area, my Government shall be

obllged to 1nv1te the Securlty Council to ccnsider the mater and take necessary

measures.

In the meantime, may I reqpest that thls letter be clrculated among the

Members of the Seeurity Council.
;

7

Please acnept, Sir, etc. veo

(Signed) M. Kamil A. Rehim
- Permanent Representativeof

- Yemen to the United Nations



YEMEN MISSION TO THE UNITED NATIONS

180 EAST BeTH STREET  NEW YORK 22, NEW YORK

MURRAY HiLL 8-8880

Jansary '-”, 1968

Excellencys

I have the homour to submit herewith a weworandum em the recent

British aggression on Yo-d, as received from the government of His

Majesty Al-Iman Abmad, The King of Yemen,

% teel it my duty to bring to the attention of your Excellency

that this sudden resumption of hostilities after a peried of quiet-

ness is co-plotoly unrnntod.

) § rcqmt tlut ‘this -nonnd\- be circulated to m --bon ot

o«

th. United llltim.
.

.

l-y ) § -nu molf ot tun opportmny to renev to your mnmy

the assurances of By nghut,m-uoutm..

.

Prince Saif Al Islam Al-Hassan
Chairman of tl_n Delegation

o

His Excellency
:

Mr, Dag Hammershjold
Secretary~General of the United Natioms
United mum. lp' \'ork



On- Monday the ninth o Tads Rk thani 1367 corveshemitag 1 tht

30thof December 1957, the British forces in the Protectorate of

Aden launched a massive attack éa the outskirts of 'nu«‘nn in the

south outqn borders of Yemen, uuu in their attack several tanks

md field u'tnlory -npportod by a:l.rplnoo. The forces pounded the

il T=
“pouuou in the mavtth a unt --bor of bombs u a battle which

ooritinued tqr. about 10 honn. m- act of oqtrtght ‘aggression has

caused several casuslities,and ‘wounded many othiu; ‘Many positions

were dutroyod by the nrhg of -otm md bnvy bo-ba. The oouruoou

dotondou remained in thozr pouuou until thoy were covered by tho

fallen wood and rubbles of the devastated positions, All these

.

.trocltioi took place for mo obvious rouén whatsoever, except, perhaps

to make up for the previous frustration of the British forces in their

failure to skbdus the gallant garrison of these positicns,

’

R T A o s O eIe el S
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@nfiv MISSION TO THE UNITED NA'nc/\‘*
120 EAST BOTH STREET NEW YORK 22, NEW YORK

:

MURRAY HiLL B-8860

17 May 1957

Excellency,

I have the ioionr to present to Your Excellency a

memorandum concernilg the recent British hostilities in the
:

"

South of Yemen, as received from the Government of Eis

Majesty Al-Imam Ahmad, the'Klng‘at the Mutawakelite ‘!IQGOH.
»- N"

of Yemen,
L

I teol it -y duty to bring to tio sttention of Ybnr
J

Excollcncy the preseat situatiom as described in this

- memorandum,. ond request that copios of the memorandum bot
‘circulated to all members of the Uaitcd Natlols.-

:

May I avail ny:clf of thit opportunity to renew to

Your Excalloucy the assurances ot ny blghent consideration,

Prince SaifAl Islam nas;ifl-lA
Chairman of the Delegatioa

liis Excellency
-

Mr, Dag Hammarskjold.
The Secretary-General
United Nations

- New York, N.Y,
» &
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i. The British forces are continuously firing om the poslt!bl of Nati®.
in tho esstern part of Yemem mear Harib, Artllldry. machine guns and rifles

are being used in these asssults,
-

2. Britain is amassing more forces end great stlufi-a of armaments and

amunitions in Kumran,a fact ulich is creating great unxloty and do-bts

sbout Britain's intentlons.

3. In the last few days British planes have been hovering over as well

as circling the territorial waters of Yemen continuously,

4, Ina recemt statement, the British Ninjster of Colonial Affairs

declared that he is very -ch coleoraod with the eonltltutional dovolopuelts

in Aden end the Protectorates and clafmed that Yemen is clrryilq out 8
ks

'propagnnda cempaign to uador-ilc-those dovolopnentc. It is obvious that

the Minister's allegations have no foundatica but is using the- to cover

the British lnperialisti§ intentions and continued acts of aggression which
. 2

.

A e
B

-
RO

* threaten thci_,\' sovenigpty"gad independence of 'an. e

i

; b

The Government of His lqjetty Al-Imam Ahmed, the King of the
; |

Mutswakelite Kingdom of Yemen protest1 strongly to all these acts of ag-

gression and rejects completely the accusationsof the British Mimister

of Colonial Affairs. b

17 May 1957
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- LETTER DATED 15 FEBRUARY 1957 FROM THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM
OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE

SECURITY COUNCIL

In continuation of my letter of 21 January 1957 (circulated és Security
Council document S/377T of 22 January), I have the honour to send you herewith a

further memorandum on recent events in the neighbourhood of the Yemen/Aden frontier

I request that this memorandum should be circulated to all members of the United

Nations.
I have the honour to be, etc.

(Signed) Pierson Dixon

57-05665
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MEMORANDUM

Since the stnedicfii on the Aden/Yemen frontier described in the memorandum of

21 January, meny fresh assaults have been made inside the Aden Protectorate by
' Yemeni troops and tribesmen. The defensive action taken by the Security Forces

of the Protectorate has been confined to the Protectorate.

o, The most serious of the recent incidents began in the Dhala area of the Aden

Protectorate on 25 January, when a Yemeni force Which included regular troops

occupied a ridge at Sanah, in the Protectorate near Dhala. During the following

two days the intruders engaged British and Aden forces with small arms, automatic

weapons and, for the first time, light artillery. The defending forces pursued

these raiders back towards the frontier and engaged them on Protectorate territory.

On 28 Jenuary Her Majesty's Government made a strong protest about this aggression

to the Yemeni Chargé d'Affaires in London.

3. + A numberof press correspondents’from different countries were present in

Qataba (the Yemeni border town about a mile north of Sanah) while *his Yemeni attack

was being repulsed. It seems evident that the visit was arranged tocoincide with
the attack, in the hope of misrepresenting it as an aggression by the Aden Security

Forces. There has, however, been no suggestion that the Aden forces crossed the

frontier or that aircraft of the Royal Air Force attacked targets inside the Yemen.

In fact, the press correspondents saw only some machine-gun fire and three mortar

shells (which caused no damage) land on the Yemeni side of the frontier; it appears

that the Yemeni raiders continued firing (as has occurred in previous incidents)
after they had retreated across the frontier, and that this fire was returned by

the Aden forces. A Court of Enquiry is investigating the report that three Royal

Air Force aircraft flew at high level over Qataba. As is well known, it is very

difficult for observers on the ground to assess the precise location of high-flying

aircraft.
:

'

‘ ;

L. At least ome of the correspondents (representing the "Times" of London)

investigated Yemeni allegations of recent damage in Qataba, to the effect that the

town had been razed and that all its inhabitants had been killed or wounded. This

correspondent stated that one house had been damaged, some huts a mile to the west

of the town showed traces of small arms fire, and that one straw hut had been

Live
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burned out; this damage had apparently occurred on =5 rebfieceP 1956. He had
been unable to obtain evidence of any other recent damage.
5. Her Majesty's Government are pursuing their efforts to arrange direct talks
with representatives of the Yemeni Government in order to restore peaceful
conditions in the frontier areas. Earlier exchange to this end weres described
in the memorandum of 21 January On 22'January the Yemeni Chargé d'Affaires in

London informed the Foreign Office that his Govefnment did not object to

"reconsidering a meeting between officers from both parties" if the purpose of this

meeting was "the cease-fire in both free Yemen and occupied Yemen and as a

preliminary step resulting in negotiations resolving the whole problem". The phrase
"occupied Yemen" is of course completely unacceptable to my Government and appears

‘

to have been used purely for propaganda purposes. It is interesting to note in thls
ccrrexion a statement of the Imam of the Yemen, made at a press conference on

2C January at Sunknhe, in the Yemen, that the Yemen did not recogrize any boundary
between herself and the Aden Protectorate, and that all the Protectorate areas

belonged to the Yemen. It will be recalled that under Article 3 of the Anglo/Yemeni
Treaty of Friendship of 1934, the British and Yemeni Governments recognized the

existence of the de facto frontier and undertook "to prevent... any violation'by
'

their forces of the frontier and any interference by their subjects, or from their
side of the frontier, with the affairs of the people inhabiting the other side of
the frontier".

6. On 23 January the Yemeni Minister for Foreign Affairs suggested to H.M. Chargé
d'Affaires at Taiz that before the proposed meeting took place "aggressive
activities and hostile air raids should cease". The Yemeni Chargé d'Affaires in

vLondon was informed on the following day that since no such activities or air raids

by British forces were taking place there appeared to be‘no further obstacle to the
meeting except the continued occupation of parts of the Beihan (in the Aden

Protectorate) by Yemenis. On 26 January H.M. Chargé d'Affaires at Taiz was

instructed to make further rep}esentations to the Yemeni Covernment to withdraw
from the Beihan and name a date for the frontier meeting at Sanah.' The Foreign
Office was informed on %0 Jandary that the\Yémeni Government would not object to

talks at Mukeiras (in the Aden Protectorate opposite Beidha) between the Sherif

of Beihan and the Governor of Beidha. It is, however, obvious, in the view of Her

Majesty's Government, that peaceful conditions cannot be restored along the whole

foid
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frontier unless the interests of all the Rulers concerned are safeguarded and

until the conditions laid down by the Sherif of Beihan are met, namely that the

Yemenis should withdraw from the positions including the villageof Sawianiyah,
which they had occupied within his territory, and should restore the customary
water supplies to Nejd Margad, in the Aden Protectorate.

T. At the request of the Sherif of Beihan the Aden Security Forces, supported by
aircraft, began on1 February an operation to clear Yemeni troops and tribesmen

from the two villages of Hadhiya and Sawdaniyah, 20 miles inside the Beihan. This

operation was undertaken after repeated demands had been made to the Yemeni

intruders to withdraw and after the Sherif had ensured that no Beihanis remained in

the villages. Beihan tribesmen re-occupied Hadhiya on 3 February.
8. The United Kingdom Government made a further approach to the Yemeni Charge
d'Affaires in London on 12 February in a note urging the Yemeni Government to agree
to talks between representatives of the Yemeni and Aden GoVernments (at which the

:

Aden Rules concerned would be present) at Mukeiras or Sanah on 23 February or any
other early date proposed by the Yemen.

9. VWhile Her Majesty's Govermment hope to receive an early reply to this latest

invitation to direct talks, they cannot but be perturbed at the firm evidence which

is available of arms énd military assistance being supplied to the Yemen by
countries of the Soviet Bloc and Egypt. It is known for instance that the Soviet

freighter "Shmela" arrived in Salif in October 1956 with a consignment of arms,
ammunition and military equipment from Czechoslovakia; It is possible that this

consignment is the one referred to recently by Yemeni sources in Cairo, which

announced that $8.5 millicn worth of Czechcslovak arms bad already arrived in the

Yemen. Training centres staffed by Egyptian instructors have beer established

near Sana and Hodeida in order to teach the Yemeni regular army the use of these
:

weapons . Moreover; the press correspondents referred to in Paragraph 3 zbove have

observed and reported that modern Soviet rifles were among the arms carried by the

Yemeni forces in Qataba.



UNITED NATIONS
Distr.

SECURITY SN R
'

S/3717
COUNGi NS 2ey29

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

|

LETTER DATED 21 JANUARY 1957 FROM THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
UNITED KINGDOM OFGREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND ADDRESSED

TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL

I have the honour to enclose a memorandum on recent events in the

neighbourhood of the Aden/Yemeni frontier to which the Chairmen of the Yemeni

Delegation to the Genersl Assembly of the United Nations referred in his letter
to youof Januery li- S/3773. :

I request fhat this memorandum should be circulated to all members of the

United Nations.
;

:

I bave the honour to be, etc...
(Signed) Pierson Dixon

MEMORANDUM

On January 14 the Head of the Yemeni Delegation to the United Nations

addressed to the President of the Securify Council a letter containing allegations
about certain incidents which took place near the Aden/Yemeni frontier on

January 8 sand 9.' These incidents have now been investigated and the following
facts established. ' e

Just before midnight on January 8 guard pdéts of the Goverrment of the
Aden Protectorate at Sufras and Jalile, near Dhala, were fired on by rebels

:

inspired by the Govermment of Yemen. Security forces of the Aden Protectorate
pursued the rebels to the frontier post at Sanah in the Aden Protectorate, and

continued to return their fire as they retreated to Qataba.
No British aircraft or ground forces have been in action at Assoma. Tt s

also untrue that British aircraft flew over Harib airfield. When Yemeni forces
attacked Su@gqiya, which is in the Aden Protectorate, the defenders were supported
by British aircraft which did not, however, cross the frontier at any point.

57-02778 o
,

: e
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Her Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom take this opportunity to
point out that overa long period tnemnrefioG‘eht of Yemen has encouraged its

tribespeople to violate the frontier of the Aden Protectorate, has subvefted and

armed the subjects of the Rulers of the small Areb states under British protection
and has/put up a smokescreen of protests and propaganda gbout alleged British

intrusions into the Yemen, all of which have on investigation been proved to be

consistentlyand patently untrue.
'

Her Majesty's Govermment nevertheless hope that it may be possible to settle

outstanding frontier problems in direct talks with representatives of Yemeni

Government. On December 4, 1956, the Yemeni Government proposed that

repreésentatives of the Aden and Yemeni Goverrments should meet near the
Aden/Yemeni frontier. ‘Her Majesty's Govermment consulted the Rulers of the Aden

Protectorateon this proposal. The Rulers agreed that such a meeting should take

place. Cne of them, the Sherif of Beihan, gave his approval subject to the

condition that Yemeni forces should first withdrew from poets which they had

recently occupied in his territdry, and that they should restore the custamary
use of the water source at Husn Fagih from which Nejd Marquad, in the Aden

'

Protectorate, is supplied. On January 14 Her Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires at

Taiz was instructed to offer the Yemeni Govermment talks on these conditions.

85 far as Her Majesty's Government are aware, no reply has yet been received from

the Yemeni Government. '; o

It is the hope of Her Majesty‘é Government that this frontier meeting will

take place and thet following it the Yemeni Government will agree to form a

Joint Anglo-Yemeni commission to demarcate the disputed areas of the de facto

frontier,as provided for in the Ekchange ofNotes between Her.Majesty's
Government and the Yemeni Government dated January 20, 1951.

| ew me -
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LETTER DATED 1k JANUARY 1957 FROM THE REPRESENTATIVE OF YEMEN
ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL

'

I have the pleasure to bring to your attention that on January the 1llth, 1957,
T reéeived a cable from His Majesty the King of Yemen to the effect that the

British forces in Aden renewed their aggression against the territoryof Yemen,

On the eve of Wednesday, January the 8th, a convoy of lorries, loaded with

British troops came to Sanah, a town near Ka‘étaba. These troops were equipped
with heavy artillery and arms, They bombarded Ketataba and all the Government
centers, As a result of the bombardment several Govermment buildings, army

barracks\and the guest-house were destroyed.

On the morning of Wednesday, January the 9th, several warplanes, belonging to

the British Air Force attacked Saum'a, in the district of Al Baida, with bombs.
i

At the same time the ground force attacked the same place with machine gun and

rifle fire, This attack lasted about twelve hours. In Hareeb, two British

military planes flew over the airfield of Hareeb for a long while,
i

I wish to call Your Excellency'’s attention to these acts of aggression against
the sovereignty and the independence of Yemen on the part of the British |

Authorities in Aden and I reserve the right of the Govermment of Yemen to invite

the Security Council to take this complaint into consideration,

Accept, Excellency, etc....

(Signed) Prince Saif Al Islam Al Hassan

Chairman, Yemen Delegation
to the XIth Session of the

General Assembly

57-01885
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LETTER DATED 14 JANUARY 1957 FRCM THE REPRESENTATIVE OF YEMEN
ADDRESSEDTO THE FRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL

:

I evafi the pleasure to bring to your attention that on January the 1llth, 1957,

I received a cable from His Majesty the King of Yemen to the effect that the

British forces in Aden renewed their aggression against.the territory of Yemen,

On the eve of Wednesday, January the 8th, a convoy of lorries, loaded with

British troops came to Sanah, a town near Ka'ataba, These troops were equipped
with heavy artillery and arms. They bombarded Ketataba and all the Goverrment

centers,= As a result of the bombardment several Government buildings, army

barracks and the guest-house were destroyed.

On the morning of Wednesday, January the 9th, several warplanes, belonging to

the British Air Force attacked Saum'as, in the district of Al Baida, with bombs.

At the same time the ground force attacked the same place with machine gun and

rifle fire. This attack lasted about twelve hours, In Hareeb, two British

military planes flew over the airfield of Hareeb for a long while,

I wish to call Your Excellency's attention to these acts of aggression against

the sovereignty and the independence of Yemen on the part of the British
Authorities in Aden and I reserve the right of the Government of Yemen to invite

the Security Council to take this complaint into consideration.

" Accept, Excellency, etcC....

(Signed) Prince Saif Al Islam Al Hassan

Chairman, Yemen Delegation
to the XIth Session of the

General Assembly

57-01885
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YEMEN Dn..lOATlON TO THE UNITED NA‘I'ION.

443 PARIC AVENUR - NEW YORK 28, NEW YORK

His Excellency, The lomtm General of the Uhited,Nations.
\

. § =f ¢

.

'

‘

:

.mfitmwwlmmutmmumm,mnpl and ia

reference to my conversation vith Your Rucellenay on the 374 of January, 1957,

mnmmmtwaunmmwuummum A-'

I have -xphhod to you, on the 25th of December, uu. the muu forces

attacked the village ot Mndnt 'A-- and used 1a 1te attack hand grenades-
and incendiary bosbs, rires continued in the villsge for eight hours, On the
next day,.that is the 20th of December, 1056, the artillery of tu igit:._h

'

 forces attacked the eity ofKa'taba and destroyed my‘ho‘un & il ke

nntm weveral injuriesto the people, g :,. v

‘

ln Mdtuu to this, 1 have received from His lljuty. m King ot Yemen,
a telegram utonnc me that on the 3lst ot mr. 1056, military planes of

the British Air Force attacked the city or laroob and its suburbs and ‘bombed
them very heavily, destroying cmul houses in the mt. The lrtulh aggression

and bombing continues up to now i that area, as I-explained to Your Exoellency
" in my conversation, :

b

;

N f !

|

Thise mnum is utolomh ud tnm‘onbh lt is a crtdul

aggression ou mmnlnty of an hdomt sttto. plnnnd to rrmm
, &

the populaticn and to onnto -flmua in m am. lt u u clm vlohu-
o b

of all utomauml uumto as nu as thecnmr of M mm )h“ad.e
el s l¢

a

' to which Yomen u an active party.
A

&

S
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YOUR TXCELLENCY I FECEIVED e roumm CABIE mn "y
<oy ERIENT- ON DECEMER 30 QUOTEY. .

R .

FRITISH FORCES LAUNCHED A um“soals ATTACK OM SOUTHERN BORDER 4

oF THE KINGDOM OF YEICNa ON THE NIGHT OF. DECEMPIR35TH THE ERITISH

FORCES ATTACKED TIE g1LiAcE OF IADIROOEAT AAMIRs SO OF THE .
TNHA BITANCE VERE STRIOUSLY WOUNDEDFADGREWADESAD) SICEIDIARY BOMDS
JERE USED. TN THIS ATTACKs FIRES WHIGH FROKE OUT AS A RESULT IASTED-
g HOURS, ON VEDNESDAY DECEVUER 26TH TIE BRITISIARTILLERY BOMBARDED

1HE TOWH OF GADARAK AWD SUDURBS MANY JOUSES VEXE DEMOLISIEDAID FANY

CEOPLE WERE VOUNDEDe THESE ARE OPEN ACTS OF AGGRESSION.AID BRITISH

SHOOTTNG STILL GOING .ON UNRUOTE VE yISH TIAT YOUR EXCELLENCY USE

YoUR OWN GOOD .OFFICES TO PUT AN EID TO THIS ACGRESSION AND PLEASE

CIRCUIATE THIS COMMNICATION TO THE. MEMBIR- STATES OF THE mum m'rxons

JRH SATF AlISLANAL-FASSAN CIATRIAN !
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YEMEN MISSION TO THE UNITED NATIONS

120 EAST 56TH STREET NEW YORK 22, NEW YORK

MURRAY HiLL 8-5580

Becesber 11, 1956

‘

Excellency, _

_

I have the honour to inform Your &:«llom that I hm ;

fluim Im my Government the following anflm!h
:

-

’

- The British suthorities in Aden attacked the ‘».;mti!'flt
' {;j._nfAl-Hasha triho which has never been mjmu in the pastto-
»‘ mm of aggression. my sent a force under British mfid

L

©

who orderedthe bosbardwent of that territory. This is @ mew

  -:¢: of aggression whieh has been repeatedly committed by the

British authorities in several areas of tm region, This act

|

violates the Iamutiaul Laws and mt.uéim the spirit of the

Yemen-British treaty. -

T shall be grateful to yom if you will circulate this

information among the members of the United Nations,

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest

consideration,

Prince Saif Al-Islam Al-Hassan
Chairman of the felegation of
Yemen to the 1lth Session of the
General Assembly.

His Excellency Mr. Dag Hammarskjold
Secretary-General of the United Nations
United Rations !

New York
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