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Meeting Slim in the course of the debate in the Security Council

7

on Friday the 21st, I said to.him that I was most worried by the

possibility that the Security Council consideration of Bizerte, the

next day, might end up in nothing. I therefore was playing with the

idea to intervene at the end of the proceedings to seg if I could not

e;fi’/yas minimum necesssary to forestall a serious sggravation which

o‘pfw} +v ' R
might easily come’\if the Council were d-i-ut;;ed/ .

2. Saturday morning, Jjust before the Security Council meeting, Slim

asked to see me. I met him soon after ten &'clock, when the meeting was

scheduled to begin. Slim said to me that he had very bad news from

Bizerte. The killings were going on and nobody could say where the

development in course might end. In the light of this, he wondered if

I felt that 'qneé—eb—d:fiuee—gn-ihbemos innnediatelx/to stop a further deterloration.

PAPONET SBEN

5 I replied that in line with what I had said the previous day and

in light of what he told me, I felt rather tempted to appeal for an

h

immediate ceasefire myself, as an intermediary decision. I did so

because I shared his worry for a continued loss of lives joenfilee-fie—adna
éfelt that by going straight for a very simple formuls and clearly

meking it intermediary, I might, as Secretary-General, shooi}e—mw L]

o-Ce oA > .

through. i r



k. My reply lead to a short discussion of alternative ways to achieve

a quick decision on the cease-fire; none of them seemed preferable

to the one I had suggested. I then said that I would go ahead.

5. After the discussion with Slim, which may have taken some ten

minutes, I called in Wieschhoff and ran over the question with him.

He agreed with my evaluation. I then dictated my statement and when

it was typed, I went into the Council which, in fact, had been somewhat

delayed because of my absence. Thus, there was not one minute in

which I could have consulted the French,if I were to open the debate,

as I obviously should.

6.. After the vote on the interim resolution, before lunch, I met

Slim again in the Council Chamber. He asked me if I could send a UN

military unit to consolidate the cease-fire f.nd—eheeh—mwLad .,
M -- he did not believe in a retreat of the French)F’When I said

2

that that was absolutely excluded, he asked me if I could then send
’)

observers. I replied that that would be possible only at the joint
e otan

request of Tunisia and France; even if France agreed, 17/would be

enly of dubious constitutionality. I said that the only thing that P tooyAnA
Bt

g - ,B
~"in order to stablize the cease-fire

{would
be ofi go there myself

om Bourguiba; I did notwhich obviously would require an invitation ;&
esd i 808 \Me M

see that I could do fifihbrna but the ecneirefi:;e was that mere presence

\Mta o o

foxr. ’Q’trucial days ha,d Shaens brea.kage effect and that meemg; of course,

from the Tunisian viewpoint, beg enough. I did not consider it possible
”\
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for the French to say no(’in the ytnedecerfifueéé.’e‘m%flbwé’li}pgil
Naturally, the Russians would object, but that was something I did

not take into account personal]ydf}&nmw \w’ M\/W" o o
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7. At lunch I told Wieschhqff about this exchange of views and I said

that I felt that it would be the right thing to do in order to

maintain the cease-fire and that he could discuss it with the Tunisians.

8. In the afternoon, Wiesqhhoff told me that the Tunisians had

telephoned President Bourguiba who obviously ontthe spot had decided

to invite me in case no decision was reached on the major issues.

If the Security Council thus failed, they would like to extem
invitation at the table. I replied through Wieschhoff that would be

far too precipated and would lend itself to false interpretation§ ,
When

that was brought té the notice of the Tunisians, they changed their line

and said that an invitation would be sernll next morning. I sent a message

to Slim saying that I could see him at 4 p.m. on Sunday.

9. Before the meeting ended and the negative result was a fact, I did

not give the matter any further thought. When, after the late end of the

meeting, I took it up, driving out to Brewster, I noted tfit I abviously
“ AJS~o—)

had to bring the French somehow into the picturg that I pbvieousiy

could not do that until ke I knew that the Tunisians went through with

their plan and until I saw we?fform they gave to the invitation, M%i—w
meani/ that I /could not take the matter up ).-n—am-—vqyf with the French

before my return to the city,
i

_

according to

eschhoff, e Tunisnans did not expect me to leave

LS ek S5t rL2 A-



until Monday night, thus prcf)ig.ifg me with ample time for a discussion

with the French, tfi‘M wa:{s\ clear that I could not decline the

invitation at a French demand, that if the French were serious in their

fisiw for a cease-fire, they should welcome the trip because of

its obvious value in this respect, and that, finally, as a matter of

course, I should tell the French that an invitation received from them

would have got and would get the same treatment as the Tunisian

invitation.

10. In the course of my discustioq_y;iith Slim, he urged very stronglv....
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until Monday night, thus prc:r):ifirng me with ample time for a discussion

with the French, Mit wai clear that I could not decline the

invitation at a French demand, that if the French were serious in their

fisiw for a cease-fire, they should welcome the trip because of

its obvious value in this respect, and that, finally, as a matter of

course, I should tell the French that an invitation received from them

would have got and would get the same treatment as the Tunisian

invitation.

10. In the course of my discusi#ion with Slim, he urged very strongly

that I leave the same night. I stated that that was impossible,

@minifther esfi;:;efyx:x‘osae'r I pdmpist had to see the French and discuss

the matter with them. Especially, I had to make it clear to the French

that I would be quite happay to stop over in Paris on my way back from
[

Tunis. We compromised)af’ter a study of travel possibilities)on departure

on Monday morning.

11. Immediately after seeing Slim, at 4 p.m. on Sunday, we tried to

eFves N30 oA M. a5,

get in touch with the French delegation{ Both Berard and Millet were

'R)—U\-&-
out on Long ISland. Béra.rd would not come back where he lived before
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12. While waiting for Millet, I dictated a reply to Bourguiba

(the text later wee sent). When Millet came, I showed him both the

invitation brought by Slim when he called, and my suggested reply.

At Millet's request he got copies of both these documents. I also

pointed out to Millet the coup de frein which my visit was likely to rfi‘ev‘l:g o
CoAfAn s

:

to the developments and said that I, of course, would stop over in Parisf«<i}f-dvY‘F-*:\M /

if they so wished, although this naturally should not be interpreted as
~

a request for an invitation. I told him sbout the intended time of

departure.

15. Later it emerged that the morning plane was stopping over in Paris,
as

and xkxk this was impossible in view of the circumstances, we explored
O SUu Al

other possibilities and arrived at the conclusion that the/Tlight

leaving the same everning was the only possible one, short of a

postponement until Monday evening, contrary to the very urgent wishes

of President Bourguiba. Millet was informed about the expeebted change

of plans.

\'\/‘wflL '\_‘A\'
1k. Geiag—tofTunis, I had no intention to go beyond the very general

purpose which was thebackground of the development, keeping, however,
oA

3

my mind open for any kind of spetlight intervertion, which

AL v N M""V‘"""“‘MV\MM,
might prove useful in order to facilitate[contacts,/ This latter point

over
went back to my discussion with Millet, who expressed his worry fex the

(\ A
lack of contact between the two parties and his/éie that I might be

helpful on this point, which, in his view, was entirely within the

framework of my rights, as it was a quasi-procedural question referring

to the implementation of a resolution already adopted.



15. In the evening/talk in Tunis, Monday the 2hth, the question of
oA

contacts was touched upy but without strong emphasis from Bourguiba,

although with most determined rejection of the message they had received
-~A~

through the Governor of Bizerte from the Commanding Admiral at the Base.

According to the Tunisian interpretation, this message definitely rejected

any meeting with the Governor in the "Gouvernorat" and further seemed to

al

aim at discussions regarding "co-existence" ;9 the city, fhus with %hq/
w

tacit assumption of the continued presence of troops in the city, Both

aspects of the Admiral's proposals wefi(such that from a Tunisian viewpoint,

there seemed to be an sbsolute deadlock with the consequence that no

1/‘/\?’\M
=
et retret of troops on the French side could be foreseen. Bourguiba h=g

A u”(’.r“v«yealon,
asked me if I did met believe that I could ask representatives of both

v Yo
the Tunisians and the French to come see me in Tunis, thereby

M,‘) 2

bringing them together. ejected this proposal as unrealistic

and too far-reaching.

that &development/ had,

de facto, put in question the Tunisian sovereignty in the city, which now

1 v
.

223 as an occupied city siz was eemphebedy controlled by the French troopsp

<}n these circumstances, an acceptance by the Tunisians to meet at some

A oy ey e bty é,
other placw would, by implication,/tend to confirm their icee—ef—severeignby

2 o~¢
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17. 1In the talk, Monday evening, Bourguiba mentioned a possibility

thet I might go to Bizerte, but did not maske any proposal; in fact,
Whae

he gavekthe impres$ion that he was hesitant on this point, probably
\AAL

because at the posiibility that the French mazf/{ay it in such a way

\.\,.,\S'M s

as,in fact,to gainfPrestige in the city; PrS-RmmmeSr—Smlbrmmpimrus

18. On the basis of tvhe—Meaéay—a:P'bernocn talk[Spinelli and I went into 2

a thorough discussion of various tactical possibilities to get in touch
M

with the French, in order to get evet{ the father—ersificial obstacles

which so far had made a contact impossible. We did not reach any
Cte R~

ree‘u:'!:V in the evening. During the night I continued my thinking and
wA L=e

concluded that my/only way,with the difficulties of communi cations|/ iyi
Wk ¥ o

in Tunis, would be for me to go straight to Couve de Murville

with a message, both through the French @nsul General and through the

A Qooy

Delegation in New York. The message frguld itself to

an invitation to provide me with information which I could use in order

to help the parties over the hump, topards—kk¢ s direct contact.

L
It thus assumed no role at all for me in substance, or in the contact

itself, but followed the line of thinking %k to which, already, Millet

had given an expression.

19. I told the French Consul, when I saw him in order to give him the

letter,that I would have to count on being back in New York Friday morning,

but that I could leave on Thursday in such time as to get possibilities for

a reasonable stop-over in Paris, if they so wished. I also told him that
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I considered paying a visit to Bizerte on Wednesday, but ‘:h;%would
teke into consideration what the French might say ea=bhe-swhgassbefore
I made up my mind. The Consul later informed me that my letter and the

comments to which I have just referred were received in Pardis at

15.30 Tuesday evening. In addition to the possibility for the French

to communicate with me through the Consul General -- as they later did,

Wednesday night -- I thus opened again the possibility of a stop-over

in Paris mentioned already on Sunday. I added a third possibility by

saying that if I went to Bizerte I would ask{’the Admiral tez come (i'..‘nd see

4

me, but fully understood that whether he could accept such an invitation

s O o}
or not would depend on

hi t aris.

20.. The rest of the relevant points of the story is fully documented

in the Security Council papers.

21. It might finally be added that when Ambassador Be’rard saw me,

Friday the 28th, he complained that he had not been able to get me on

the telephone Sunday morning at 10 or 10.15, and that Paris felt that

\M

3V T had given them a cavalier treatment. I replied that on the

e b
contrary I had beelf/meticulously correct. He then said that that was

@@ possible, but that it was not the vay "paris felt about it".

oD C\Vval \46 ).



1. Meeting Slim in the course of the debate in the Security Council
on Fridey the 21st, I said to him that I was most worried by the pos-
sibility that the Security Council consideration of Bizerte, the next day,
might end up in nothing. I therefore was playing with the ides to inter-
vene at the end of the proceedings to see if I could not save the minimum
necessary to forestall a serious sggravetion which might easily come sbout
if the Council were to fail.
2. Saturdsy morning, just before the Security Council meeting, Slim
asked to see me. I met him soon after ten o'clock, when the meeting was
‘scheduledto begin. Slim said to me that he had very bad news from
Bizerte. The killings were going on and nobody could say where the de-
velopment in course might end. In the light of thig, he wondered if I

felt that it might be wise to try to get something done immedistely in
order to stop a further deterioration.

3, I replied that in line with what I had sald the previous day end in
the light of what he told me, I felt rather tempted to appesl for an im-
mediate ceasefire myself, as an imtermediary decision. I did so because
I shared his vorry for a continued loss of lives and felt that by going
straight for a very simple formuls snd clearly making it intermediary,

I might, as Secretary-Genersl, shoota cease-fire through.

4. My reply lefd to @ short discussion of alternative vays to achieve
& quick decision on the cesse-fire; none of them seemed prefersble to the

one I had suggested. I thenm said that I would go shead.
5. After thediscussionwith Slim, which may have tsken some ften minutes,
I called in Wieschhoff and ran over the question with him. He agreed with
my evalustion. I then dictated my statement and when it vas typed, I went
into the Council which, in faet, had been somewhat delayed because of my
gbsence. Thus, there was not one mimute in which I could have consulted
the French, if I were to open the debate, as I obviously should.

ofs
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6. After the vote on the interim resolution, before lunch, I met Slim
egain in the Council Chember. He asked me if I could send a UN military
unit to consolidate the cease-fire -- he did not believe in & rétreat of
the French, nor did I. When I said that this wes sbsolutely excluded, he
asked me if I could then send observers. I replied that this would be pos-
sible only at the joint request of Tunisia snd France; even if France
agreed, the step would be of dubious constitutionality.I said that the
only thing that might be done "im order to stabilize the cesse-fire"and
maintaina certain pressure for the supporting militery step requested
by the resclution would be for me to go there myself which obvicusly would
require an invitation from Bourguiba; I did not see that I could do very
mwwmmmwmmwmmmw
crucial days had e breskage effect and that might, of course, from the
Tunisien viewpoint, be resson encugh. I did not comsider it possible for
the French to say no (this especially in the light of the laos precedent).
Neturally, the Russians would object, but that was something I did not
mmmwmuumnwfiwmmm
the Tunisisns.

7. &MIWWMW:W@!W&IMM
I felt that it would be the right thing to do in order to maintein the cease-
fire and that he could discuss it with the Tunisians.

8. In the afternocon, Wieschhoff told me thet the Tunisians hed telephoned
President Bourguibe who obviously om the spot had decided to invite me in
case no decision was reached on the major issues. If the Security Council
thus feileld, they would like to extend an invitation at the teble. I

lend ite€lfto false interpretations.Whenm that was brought to the notice
of the Tunisians, they changed their line and said that an invitation would
be sent next morning. Iuattuwh%miwwzmldmm
at 4 pan. on Sunday.

Q/l
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9« Before the meeting ended and the negative result was a fact, I did
mnnmutw~wmw.m,mmmmam
meeting, I tookit up, driving out to Brewster, I noted that I obviously

had to bring the French somehow into the picture. It was clear that I

could not do that until I knew that the Tunisians wemt through with their
plan and until I sew what form they gave to the invitetion. That I cbe
vicusly could not take the matter up with the French before my return to
the eity did not worry me as, sccording to informetion through Wieschhoff,
the Tunisians did not expect me to leave until Monday night, thus providing
me with smple time for a discussion with the French. It was also clear that
I could not decline the invitstion at @ French demand, thet if the Fremch
were sericus in their wish for a cease-fire, they should welcome the trip
because of its obvious value in this respect, and that, finally, as a

matter of course, I should tell the French that an invitation received

invitation.

10. In the course of my discussion with Slim, he urged very strongly that
I leave the same night. I stated that thet was impossible, becsuse, smong
other reasons, I had to see the French and discuss the matter with them.
Especially, I had to meke 1t clear to the French thet I would be quite
happy to stop over in Paris on my way back from Tunis. We compromised, after
a study of travel possibilities, on departure on Mondsy morning.
1l. Imediately after seeing Slim, st 4 pm. on Sunday, we tried to get

“in touch with the French delegation between 4.30 and 4.45. Both Bérard
and Millet were out on long Islend. Bfrard would not come back where he
lived there before six o'clock and would have a long drive imto town.
Millet, having been informed sbout the unsuccessful contactwith Bérard,
had no hesitation in accepting am appointment with me at 7 pm.
12. While waiting for Millet, I dictated a reply to Bourguiba (the text
later sent). When Millet came, I showed him both the imvitstion brought
by Slim when he called, and my suggested reply. At Millet's request he got
coples of both these docwments. I also pointed out to Millet the coup de
frein vhich my visit was likely to give to the developments and seid that
1, of eourse, would stop over in Paris after my visit to Tumis, if they so
wished, although this statement naturslly should not be inmterpreted as a

request for an invitation. I told him sbout the intended time of deperture.
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13. wzzwwmmmmmmmumm
and &s this vas impossible in view of the circumstences, we exploved
mmnn»mmmammm;mmmm

‘leaving the same evening was the only possible one, short of a postpone-
ment until Mondey evening, contrary to the very urgent wishes of President
Bourguiba. Millet was informed sbout the change of plans.
14+ leaving for Tunis, I had no intehtion to go beyond the very gemeral
Wmammwwwmmw,mm.w
mind open for any kind of on the spot intervention, which might prove
useful in order to facilitate direct contacts between the parties. This

worry over the lack of contact between the two parties end his hope that
:mhmman,mmznu;m,mmuumn
the fremework of my rights, as it was & quasi-procedural question refer-
ring to the implememtation of & resolution alvesdy adopted.
15. In the evening-talk in Tunis, Monday the 2ith, the question of con-
tacts was touched upom, but without strong emphesis from Bourguibe, although
vwith a most determined rejection of the terms of the message they had re-

Base. According to mmw,mawmw
rejected any meeting with the Governor in the Souvernorat® and further

seemed to aim at discussions regarding “co-existence” in the city, thus
with & tacit asswsption of the conmtimued presence of Fremch troops in the
city. Both aspects of the Admirel’s proposals were with this imterpretation -

which I could obviously neither deny nor confirm - such that from s Tunisian
viewpoint, there seemed to be an absolute deadlock with the conseguence
that no retreat of troops on the French side could be foreseen. Bourguiba
asked me 1f I did believe that I could ask representstives of both the
Tunisians and the French to coame to see me in Tunis, thereby bringing them
together. Of course, I rejected this proposal as unrealistic and too far-
reaching. :

ofs
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16. Whatever the formal reason, the undercurvent which seemed to we to
explain why Bourguibs for his part insisted on the "Gouvernorat”as a
meeting place was that recent developments had, de facto, put in question
the Tunisisn sovereignty in the city, which now "as an occupied city™ vas
controlled by the French troops. In these circumstances, an scceptance by
the Tunisisns to meet at some other place would, by implicstion, in their
eyes tend to confirm their "loss” of the city to the French (sx st the
seme time Bourguibe made much of the point that the Fremeh did mot
comtrolallof the city”).

I« hmm,mmmvma;wmmwm
I might go to Bizerte, but did not meke any proposal; im fact,he gave
me the impression that he was hesitant on this point, probebly because
mmmwmmmmmnum:mmmm,
to gain further prestige in the city.
18. On the basis of this talk with Bourguibe snd Ledghem, Spinelli snd I

went into e thorough discussion of various tactical possibilities to get
in touch with the Fremch, in order to get around the obstacles which so far
had made s comtaet impossible, We did not reachsmy conclusions in the
evening. During the night I contimued my thinking and concluded that our
only way, with the difficulties of commniestions with the French which we

hed to fece in Tunis, would be for me to go straight to Couve de Murville
with o message, both through the French Consul Gemeral and through the
Delegation in New York. The message should limit itself to an invitation
to provide me with information which I could use in crder to help the parties
over the hump, to & direct contact. It thus assumed no role at all for me
in substence, or in the comtsct itself, but followed the line of thinking
to which, already, Millet had given an expression.

19. I told the Fremch Consil, when I saw him in order to give him the
letter, that I would have to count om being back in New York Friday morning,
but that I could leave on Thursday in such time as to get possibilities for

& ressonable stop-over in Paris, if they so wished. I also told him that
I considered peying a visit to Bizerte on Wednesday, but thet I would take

,."/.’
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into consideration what the French might sey before I mads up my mind.
The Consul later informed me thet my letter snd the canmentes to which I

have just referved were received in Paris at 15.30 Tuesday evening. In
additionto the possibility for the Frenchto commmnicate withme through

the Consul General -- as they later did, Wednesday night -~ I thus
opened sgain the possibility of & stop-over in Paris mentioned already
on Sunday. I added a third possibility by saying that if I went to Bizerte
I would like to ask the Admirsl if he would come snd see me, but fully
understood that whether he could sccept such en invitation or not would

20« hmwmmmuammumwn
mm«mm

'

21. It might finelly be added that when Aubsssador Bérerd sew me,
Friday the 20th, he camplained thet he had not been sble to get me on the
telephone Sundsy morning at 10 or 10.15, and that Paris felt that before
ny departure I hed given them & cavalier tveatment. I replied thet on
the contrary I had all through tried to be meticulously correct. He then
MMMmm,mmummmmMam

:

about it".



1. Meeting Slim in the course of the debate in the Security Council
on Friday the 21st, I said to him that I was most worried by the pos-
sibility that the Security Council considerstion of Bizerte, the next day,
might end up in nothing. I therefore was playing with the ides to inter-
vene at the end of the proceedings to see if I could not save the mimimm

necesssry to forestsll a serious aggravation which might easily come sbout
if the Council were to fail.

:

2. Saturday morning, just before the Security Council meeting, Slim
asked to see me. I met him soom after ten o’clock, when the meeting was
scheduled to begin. Slim said to me that he had very bad news from

Bizerte. The killings were going on and nobody could say where the de-
velopment in course might end. In the light of thig, he wondered if I

felt that it might be wise to try to get something done immedistely in
order to stop a further detericration.

Be IWM&:M!&&MIMM&&QW&N“
mmwmumu,:anmmwwmrmw
mediate ceasefire myself, as an intermedisry deeision. I dld s0 because
xmmmmawmanmmmsmwm
straight for & very simple formule and clesrly making it intermediary,
I might, as Secretery-General, shoot a cemse-fire through.
5. mwmmnwfimmamuwfiumw
nmmummmm;mummwwm
one I had suggested. I then said that I would go shead.
5. After the discussion with Slim, which may have taken some ten minutes,
I called in Wieschhoff and ran over the question with him. He agreed with
MMfiMflMvWMI—.&Ww I went
into the Council which, in fact, had been somevhat delayed because of my
sbsence. Thus, there was not one mimute in which I could have consulted
the French, if I were to open the debate, as I obviously should.

ol
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6. After the vote on the imterim resolution, before lumch, I met Slim
again in the Council Chamber. He asked me if I could send a UN military
unit to consolidate the cemse-fire -- he did not believe in a retreat of
the French, mor did I. When I said that this was sbsolutely excluded, he
asked me if I could then send cbservers. I replied that this would be pos-
sible only at the joint request of Tunisia and France; even if France
agreed, the step would be of dubious constitutiomality.I said that the

~ only thing that might be done “in order to stsbilize the cesse-fire" end
~ maintain a certain pressure for the supporting military steprequested

require an invitation from Bowrguiba; I did not see that I could do very
much in Tunisia, but the experience was that my mere presence during
crucial days had s breskege effect end thet might, of course, from the
Tunisian viewpoint,; be reason enocugh. I did not consider it possible for
the French to say no (this especially in the light of the leos precedent).
Raturally, the Russisns would object, but that wes something I 4id not

 teke imto sccount persomally slthough it might be a point to consider for
the Tunisians.

7. At lunch I told Wieschhoff sbout this exchange of views and I sald that
I felt that it would be the right thing to do im order to msintain the cease-
fire and that he could discuss it with the Tunisians.
8. In the sfternoon, Wieschhoff told me that the Tunisiens had telephoned
President Bourguibe who obvicusly on the spot had decided to invite me in
case no decision was reached on the mejor issues. If the Security Council
thus failefd, they would like to extend an invitation at the tsble. I

replied through Wieschhoff that this would be far too precipitated and would
lend 1ts¥if to false inmterpretations. When that was brought to the notice
of the Tunisisns, they chenged their line snd said that an invitation would
be sent next morning. I sent & message to Slim saying that I could see him
et b p.m. on Sunday.

t{n'
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9« TBefore the meeting ended and the negative result was a fact, I d4d
not give the matter any further thought. When, after the late end of the
meeting,I took it up, driving out to Brewster, I noted that I obvicusly
had to bring the French somehow into the picture. It was clear that I

could not do that until I knew that the Tunisiane went through with their
plan and until I sew ¥hat form they geve to the inmvitation. That I ob~
vicusly could not take the matter up with the French before my return to
muwmmwnu,mwmxmwmm.
the Tunisians did not expect me to lesve until Monday night, thus providing
me with ample time for a discussion with the Fremch. It was slso clear that
I could not decline the invitation at a French demend, that if the Frenmch
were sericus in their wish for a cemse-fire, they should welcome the trip
because of its obvious value in this respect, end that, finally, as a

matter of course, I should tell the Fremch that an invitation received

10. nmm«wmumm,mmmwm
I leave the same night. I stated thet that wes impossible, because, among
other reasons, I had to see the French and discuse the metter with them.
Especially, I had to meske it clear to the French that I would be quite
happy to stop over in Paris on my wey back from Tunis. We compromised, after
& study of travel possibilities, on departure on Mondey morning.
1l. Tsmmediately after seeing Slim, st 4 ym. on Sundsy, we tried to get
in touch with the French delegation between 4.30 and h.h5. Both Bérard
and Millet were out on Iong Island. Bérard would not come back vhere he
lived there before six o'clock and would have s long drive into town.
'W,WMMMWWMM!&&M,

had no hesitetion in accepting an sppointment with me at 7 pm.
12. While waiting for Millet, I dictated a reply to Bourguiba (the text
lster sent). When Millet came, I showed him both the invitation brought
by Slim vhen he called, and my suggested reply. At Millet's request he got
coples of both these documents. I also pointed out to Millet the coup de
frein wvhich my visit vas likely to give to the developments and said that
1, of course, would stop over in Paris after my visit to Tunis, if they so
wished, slthough this statement naturslly should not be interpreted as &

request for en invitation. I told him sbout the imtended time of departure.



wdper

13. later it emerged that the mevning plane was stopping over in Paris,
and as this was impossible in view of the circumstences, we explored
other possibilities and errived at the conclusion that a Swissair flight
*htflM,mmm%wnaflm
ment until Mondey evening, contrary to the very urgent wishes of President
Bourguibe. Millet was informed about the change of plans.
14, lIeeving for Tunis, I had no intehtion to go beyond the very genersl
purpose which was the background of the development, wmm,w
mmmwmwmmwm,m&mm

ukwmm.mhfiawwmmmm
worry over the lack of contact between the two parties and his hope that
I might be helpful on this point, which, in his view, was entirely within
the framevwork of my rights, as it was s quasi-procedursl question refer-
ring to the implementation of & resolution already sdopted.
15. In the evening-telk in Tunis, Momday the 2lth, the guestion of con-
tacts was touched upon, but without strong emphesis from Bourguibe, although
with& most determined mmmmmummwfim

WfiMWMMM
Wwmu& the Governor iath

mmwmwmmmwmt&e«tafiu
eity. Both sspects of the Admirel's proposals were with this imterpretation -

which I could obviously neither dewy nor confirm - such that from s Tunisian
viewpolnt, there seemed to be an sbsolute deadlock with the comsequence
that no retrest of troops on the Fremch side could be foreseen. Bourguiba
asked me 1f I 414 believe that I could ask representatives of both the

together. Of course, I rejected this proposal as unrealistic and too far-
m*"

/

‘



“8.
16. Whatever the formsl reason, the undercurrvent which seemed to me to
explain why Bourguibe for his part insisted on the "Gouvernorei” a8 &

meeting place was that recent developments had, de facto, put in guestion
the Tunisden sovereignty in the eity, which now "as an occupiedcity" was
controllied by the French troops. In these circumstences, an acceptance by
the Tunisians to meet at some other place would, by fmplication, in their
eyes tend to confirmtheir "loss" of the city to the French (mx at the

. conteol”sll of the eity").

17. In the telk, Monday evening, Bourguibe memtioned & possibilitythat
I might go to Bizerte, but did not make sny proposal; in fact, he gave
nmwmwmhumntmm:m,mmqé
the possibility that the French might play it in such & way as, in fact,

: ummmumam

18. wmm:mw;mmmmmmmmx
vent imto & thorough discussion of various tactical possidilities to get
in touch with the French, in order to got sround the obstacles which so far
nad made @ contael impossible. We did not resch any conclueions in the
evening. During the night I contimued my thinking snd concluded that our
only way, with the difficulties of commmications with the French which we
hed to face in Tunis, would be for me to go streight to Couve de Murville
with e mescege, both through the French Consul Cemerasl snd through the
Delegstion in New York. The message should limit iteelf to an imvitetion |

%o provide me with informstion which I could use in order to help the parties
over the ump, to & direct comtsct. It thus assumed no role st all for me
mflmmmmm,wxmmnw,mm
to which, M,WMM&W

19. xmmmmmxmmumnmmm
letter, that I would have to count on being back in New York Friday morning,
but thet I could lesve on Thursday inm such time ms to get possibilities for
a ressonsble stop-over in Paris, if they so wished. I slso told him that
1 considered paying & visit to Bizerte on Wednesday, but that I would take

ofe



‘.6.."

The Comsul later informed me thet my letter and the commente to which I

have just referred were received in Paris st 15.30 Tuesday eveming. In

‘addition to the possibility for the Fremch to commnicate with me through
the Conmil General -- as they later did, Vednesdsy night -- I thus

on Sunday. I added a third possibility by seying thet if I went to Bizerte
I would 1ike to ask the Admiral if he would come and see me, but fully
MMWHMMM&MWQMW
mmmmmwm

20. mmammmwmmummm
wWQMm :

21. mma-mmmmmumwfi
Friday the 28th, he complained thet he had not been sble to get me on the
telephone Bunday morning at 10 or 10.15, and thet Paris felt that before
wwxmmm;mmnzmwm
the contrary I had all through tried to be meticuwlous:

mwm:wmnm,mmummmwmm
about it".


