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/J_./ Meeting Slim in the course of the debate in the Security Council

. on Friday the 21st, I said to.him that I was most worried by the

possibility that the Security Council consideration of Bizerte, the
next day, might end up in nothing. I therefore was playing with the

idea to intervene at the end of the proceedings to seg if I could not

sayﬁe minimum necesssary to forestall a serious asggravation which
ol +o j;;g‘k /
might easily come'\if the Council were .

2. Saturday morning, Jjust before the Security Council meeting, Slim

asked to see me. I met him soon after ten &'clock, when the meeting was

scheduled to begin. Slim said to me that he had very bad news from

Bizerte. The killings were going on and nobody could say where the

development in course might end. In the light of this, he wondered if
!'X‘Ml‘/{r\ e vwwliae \'\,..‘ g By‘—>\ MA—--’ At

I felt that seme-bhi-ng-eeﬁd—be-dengf immediately to stop a further deterioration.
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3. I replied that in line with what I had said the previous day and
in light of what he told me, I felt rather tempted to appeal for an
~
immediate ceasefire myself, as an intermediary decision. I did so

because I shared his worry for a continued loss of lives anda—ef—eeﬁleej

4 felt that by going straight for a very simple formula and clearly

meking it intermediary, I might, as Secretary-General, shoo%mbw
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through.




k. My reply lead to a short discussion of alternative ways to achieve
a quick decision on the cease-fire; none of them seemed preferable

to the one I had suggested. I then said that I would go ahead.

5. After the discussion with Slim, which may have taken some ten
minutes, I called in Wieschhoff and ran over the question with him.

He agreed with my evaluation. I then dictated my statement and when
it was typed, I went into the Council which, in fact, had been somewhat
delayed because of my absence. Thus, there was not one minute in
which I could have consulted the French,if I were to open the debate,

as I obviously should.

6.. After the vote on the interim resolution, before lunch, I met

Slim again in the Council Chamber. He asked me if I could send a UN

military unit to consolidate the cease-fire faé—eheekqmmrﬁhuﬂﬂmm
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4uiwaucaﬂ -- he did not believe in a retreat of the Frency)j““When I said
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that that was absolutely excluded, he asked me if I could then send
\
)
observers. I replied that that/;ould be posiible only at the joint
MVM
request of Tunisia and France; even if France agreed, i?’would be

-ondy of dubious constitutionality. I said that the only thing that P o A

: &-W&« : “w\
cna&&—7é?"in order to stablize the cease-firz%ywould befgo go there myself

om Bourguiba; I did not

which obviously would require an 1nv1tation
\;Wr)w,\ N \M e Uary
see that I could do any%hiqﬁj but the prerience was that the/mere presence
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for wifer-crucial days hadr‘m b;;eakage effect and that meemf; of course,

from the Tunisian viewpoint, bg enough. I did not consider it possible
”\
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for the French to say no( in the hgnt of precedent}t
Naturally, the Russians would object, but that was something I did
not take into account personal]yavov‘i'w.,*,/\,\ \4' Wﬂ'\/"»\ e o
S At lunch I told Wieschhoff about this exchange of views and I said
+that I felt that it would be the right thing to do in order to

maintain the cease-fire and that he could discuss it with the Tunisians.

8. In the afternoon, Wiesqhhoff told me that the Tunisians had
telephoned President Bourguiba who obviously ontthe spot had decided

to invite me in case no decision was reached on the major issues.

If the Security Council thus failed, they would like to exte‘\?&iin
invitation at the table. I replied through Wieschhoff that would be
far too precipated and would lend itself to false interpretation$ , When
that was brought to the notice of the Tunisians, they changed their line
and said that an invitation would be senll next morning. I sent a message

to Slim saying that I could see him at 4 p.m. on Sunday.

9. Before the meeting ended and the negative result was a fact, I did
not give the matter any further thought. When, after the late end of the

meeting, I took it up, driving out to Brewster, -{ noted tﬁt I abviously
Ao

had to bring the French somehow into the picturs that I pbviousiy

could not do that until ke I knew that the Tunisians went through with

their plan and until I saw we?"form they gave to the invitation, W
meany/ that I /could not take the matter up ﬁ-n—am-—vayf with the French

before my return to the city, : according to




until Monday night, thus prt‘::rj:i‘.’i‘?g me with ample time for a discussion
with the French, Mﬂlt wai clear that I could not decline the
invitation at a French demand, that if the French were serious in their
wisﬁ for a cease-fire, they should welcome the trip because of

its obvious value in this respect, and that, finally, as a matter of
course, I should tell the French that an invitation received from them
would have got and would get the same treatment as the Tunisian

invitation.

In the course of my discusﬂsipnjith S1im, he urged very stronglv. ...
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until Monday night, thus pr?rjizjij.\rng me with ample time for a discussion
with the French, M‘]ﬁt wai clear that I could not decline the
invitation at a French demand, that if the French were serious in their
wish for a cease-fire, they should welcome the trip because of

its obvious value in this respect, and that, finally, as a matter of
course, I should tell the French that an invitation received from them

would have got and would get the same treatment as the Tunisian

invitation.

10. In the course of my discusi#ion with Slim, he urged very strongly
that I leave the same night. I stated that that was impossible,
&mﬁn—iather réasor?ﬁ_cﬁé I pdmpit had to see the French and discuss
the mat;;;‘;{;};:"hem. Especially, I had to meke it clear to the French
that I would be quite hap;g,y to stop over in Paris on my way back from
Tunis. We compromised}after a study of travel possibilities)on departure

on Monday morning.

11. TImmediately after seeing Slim, at 4 p.m. on Sunday, we tried to
| [ SRS ‘4.'3/!3 A U.us,
get in touch with the French delegation{ Both Berard and Millet were
» HHM
out on Long ISland. Berard would not come back where he lived before

six o'clock and would have a long drive into towny -




12. While waiting for Millet, I dictated a reply to Bourguiba
(the text later wes sent). When Millet came, I showed him both the
invitation brought by Slim when he called, and my suggested reply.
At Millet's request he got copies of both these documents. I also
pointed out to Millet the coup de frein which my visit was likely to %E:i
CoAlAn iy :
to the developments and said that I, of course, would stop over in Paris)|
SMM
if they so wished, although this naturally should not be interpreted as
A~

a réqpest for an invitation. I told him about the intended time of

departure.

15. Later it emerged that the morning plane was stopping over in Paris,

as
and xkxk this was impossible in view of the circumstances, we explored
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other possibilities and arrived at the conclusion that the/Tlight
leaving the same everning was the only possible one, short of a
postponement until Monday evening, contrary to the very urgent wishes
of President Bourguiba. Millet was informed about the expeebted change
of Plans.

Looiminmy
1k, Geing—tofTunis, I had no intention to go beyond the very general
purpose which was the background of the develogment, keeping, however,
my mind open for any kind of ;;;;J*gb+ intervertion, which
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might prove useful in order to facilitate]contacts,/ This latter point

over
went back to my discussion with Millet, who expressed his worry fmx the
f\

Ax
lack of contact between the two parties and his/éie that I might be

helpful on this point, which, in his view, was entirely within the
framework of my rights, as it was a quasi-procedural question referring

to the implementation of a resolution already adopted.




15«  1In the eveningvtalk in Tunis, Monday the 24th, the question of
oA
contacts was touched upy but without strong emphasis from Bourguiba,
although with most determined rejection of the message they had received
e

through the governor of Bizerte from the Commanding Admirel at the Base.

According to the Tunisian interpretation, this message definitely rejected

any meeting with the Governor in the "Gouvernorat" and further seemed to

aim at discussions regarding "co-existence" in the city, ghus with ﬂ;‘;/
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tacit assumption of the continued presence of troops in the city, Both

- there seemed to be an absolute deadlock with the consequence that no

’l/\/"T"" M

= witt retret of troops on the French side could be foreseen. Bourguiba h=g
LA vl reetia

&,pu—'j, asked me if I did met believe that I could ask representatives of both

aspects of the Admiral's proposals wer% such that from a Tunisian viewpoint,
\A.h\H’L M’)

o

o
v ‘““WJV the Tunisians and the French to come see me in Tunis, thereby

[T D o 5 (> =
bringing them together. ejected this proposal as unrealistic

and too far-reaching. & e e zxyv‘lwm)
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16. The=messon why Bourguiba W—ﬂm:eﬂeem
Bda penX Vaata e e Yeco. S g
{‘V\ \( the fawemrmmx "Gouvernorat" as a meeting place that a//developmen had,

de facto, put in question the Tunisian sovereignty in the city, which now

7 v
% as an occupied city siz was eemphebedy controlled by the French troopsy

ﬁn these circumstances, an acceptance by the Tunisians to meet at some

tan oy e en G e,
other place would, by 1mplica.t10n,Vtend to confirm their lose~ef—severeigniy
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17. 1In the talk, Monday evening, Bourguiba mentioned a possibility

thet I might go to Bizerte, but did not make any proposal; in fact,
e

he gavekthe impres$ion that he was hesitant on this point, probably

Al

\AAa
because at the posiibility that the French magv/pl/ay it in such a way

\—\,.AS!‘M i
as,in fact,to gain/prestige in the city: e i
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18. On the basis of the-Mendey-afternoen talkf Spinelli and I went into S
a thorough discussion of various tactical possibilities to get in touch
oA

with the French, in order to get e’eﬁ{ the ,(-a‘bher—ar‘é&#a-ciaﬂ. obstacles

which so far had made a contact impossible. We did not reach any
Ctmne Rt v~
resﬁf/ in the evening. During the night I continued my thinking and
VRN o W U =~ P SO

concluded that my/ only way,with the difficulties of communi cationsl/u-tiy Ll
Ll o 2o
in Tunis, would be for me to go straight to Couve de Murville

with a message, both through the French @nsul Genera.l a.nd through the
(VN

Delegation in New York. The message ﬂuld}/ef—eeusa.,—head itself to

an invitation to provide me with information which I could use in order
to help the parties over the hump, topards—kkg a direct contact.

It thus assumed no role at all for me in substance, or in the contact
itself, but followed the line of thinking xk to which, already, Millet

had given an expression.

19. I told the French Consul, when I saw him in order to give him the

letter,that I would have to count on being back in New York Friday morning,

but that I could leave on Thursday in such time as to get possibilities for

a reasonable stop-over in Paris, if they so wished. I also told him that




I considered paying a visit to Bizerte on Wednesday, but ‘:h:t%would
teke into consideration what the French might say Gu=bhe-swkgess- before
I made up my mind. The Consul later informed me that my letter and the
comments to which I have just referred were received in Pa.rdis at
15.30 Tuesday evening. In addition to the possibility for the French
to communicate with me through the Consul General -- as they later did,
Wednesday night -- I thus opened again the possibility of a stop-over
in Paris mentioned already on Sunday. I added a third possibility by

saying that if I went to Bizerte I would aslq’the Admiral t? come &knd see
4

me, but fully understood that whether he could accept such an invitation

Hew O it ot
or not would depend on his-—i—aetrneﬁene—frey/{aris.

20.. The rest of the relevaent points of the story is fully documented

in the Security Council papers.

21. It might finally be added that when Ambassador Be’rard saw me,
Friday the 28th, he complained that he had not been sble to get me on
the telephone Sunday morning at 10 or 10.15, and that Paris felt that

\A_AJV’
3V T had given them a cavalier treatment. I replied that on the

ot ed e
contrary I had be%eticulously correct. He then said that that was

@@ possible, but that it was not the way "Paris felt about it".
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1. Meeting Slim in the course of the debate in the Security Council

on Fridey the 21st, I said to him that I was most worried by the pos-
sibility that the Security Council consideration of Bizerte, the next day,
might end up in nothing. I therefore wes playing with the ides to inter-
vene at the end of the proceedings to see if I could not save the mininum
necessary to forestall a seriocus sggravetion which might easily come sbout
if the Council were to fail.

2. Saturdsy morning, just before the Security Councll meeting, Slim
asked to see me. I met him soon after ten o'clock, when the meeting was
scheduled to begin. Slim said to me thet he had very bed news from
Bizerte. The killings were going on and nobody could sasy where the de-
velopment in course might end. In the light of this, he wondered if I
felt that it might be wise to try to get something done immedistely in
order to stop a further deterioration.

3, I replied that in line with whaet I hed sald the previous day emd in
the light of what he told me, I felt rather tempted to appeel for an im-
mediate ceasefire myself, as an imtermediary decision. I did so because

I shared his worry for a contimied loss of lives and felt that by going

straight for & very simple formuls and clearly making it intermediary,

I might, as Secretary-Genersl, shoot a cease-fire through.

k. My reply lefd to a short discussion of alternstive ways to achieve

‘nwukmnmmm«m-ﬁm;mwmmmwm
one I had suggested. I them said that I would go shead.

S After the discussion with Slim, which may have taken somwe ten minutes,
I called in Wieschhoff and ran over the question with him. He agreed with
mmum.zmuemwmmmmnmw, I went
into the Council which, in fact, had been somewhat delayed because of my
gbsence. Thus, there was not one minute in which I could have consulted
the French, if I were to open the debate, as I cbviously should.

ofs
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6. After the vote on the interim resolution, before lunch, I met Slim
egain in the Council Chamber. He asked we if I could send a UN military
unit to consolidate the cease-fire -- he did not believe in & rétreat of
the Fremch, nor did I. When I said that thie was sbsolutely excluded, he
asked me if I could then send cbservers. I rveplied that this would be poe-
sible only at the joint request of Tunisia snd France; even if France
w.mmmmwmmmumw.xmmw
only thing that might be dome "in order to stabilize the cease-fire" and
maintain a certain pressure for the supporting militery stepS requested

by the resolution would be for me to go there myself which obvicusly would
require an invitation from Bourguiba; I did not see that I could do very
mmmmmmmimmmwmmmm
crucial days hed a breskage effect and that might, of course, from the
Tunisien viewpoint, be reason encugh. I did not consider it possible for
the French to say no (this especially in the light of the Laos precedent).
Neturally, the Russians would object, but that was something I did not
teke into sccount personally although it might be a point to comsider for
the Tunisians.

T- At lunch I told Wieschhoff sbout this exchenge of views and I sald thst
I felt that it would be the right thing to do in order to maintain the cease-
fire and that he could discuss it with the Tunisians.

8. In the afterncon, Wieschhoff told me that the Tunisiens had telephoned
President Bourguiba who obviously on the spot had decided to invite me in
case no decision was reached on the major issues. If the Security Council
thus feile)d, they would like to extend an imvitstion at the teble. I
replied through Wieschhoff that this would be far too precipitated and would
lend ite€lf to false interpretetions. When that was brought to the notice
of the Tunisians, they changed their line and said that en invitstion would
be sent next morning. I sent a messege to Slim saying that I could see him
at 4 p.am. on Sunday.

of
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Qe Before the meeting ended and the negative result wes a fact, I did
not give the matter any further thought. When, after the late end of the
meeting, I took it up, driving out to Hrewster, I noted that I obvicusly
had to bring the French somehow into the picture. It was clear that I
could not do that until I knew that the Tunisians went through with their
plan and until I saw what form they geve to the imvitation. That I ob-
vicusly could not take the matter up with the French before my retwrn to
the eity did not worry me as, sccording to informetion through Wieschhoff,
the Tunisians did not expect me to leave until Monday night, thus providing
me with ample time for a discussion with the French. It was also clear that
I could not decline the invitetion at a French demand, that if the Frenmch
were serious in their wish for a ceamse-fire, they should welcome the trip
mms_tammsn&urw, and that, finally, as a
matter of course, I should tell the French that en invitation received
invitation.

10. In the course of my discussion with Slim, he wrged very strongly that

I leave the same night. I stated that that was impossible, because, among
other reasons; I had to see the French and discuss the mstter with them.

Especially, I had to meke 1t clear to the French thet I would be gquite
happy to stop over in Paris om my way back from Tunis. We compramised, after
a study of travel possibilities, on departure on Mondsy morning.

11. Immediately after seeing Slim, at 4 pm. on Sundasy, we tried to get
“in touch with the French delegation between 4.30 and 4.45. Both Bérard
and Millet were out on long Island. Bérard would not come back where he
lived there before six o'clock and would have a long drive imto town.
Millet, having been informed sbout the unsuccessful contact with Bérard,
had no hesitation in accepting en appointment with me at 7 pm.

12. While waiting for Millet, I dictated a reply to Bourguiba (the text
later sent). When Millet came, I showed him both the invitation brought
by Slim when he called, and my suggested reply. At Millet's request he got
coples of both these documents. I also pointed out to Millet the coup de
frein which my visit was likely to give to the developments and sald that
I, of course, would stop over in Paris after my visit to Tumis, if they so
wished, although this statement naturslly should not be interpreted ss a
request for an invitation. I told him sbout the intended time of deperture.




wli

13. mawmmmmmmmmnmm
and as this vas impossible in view of the circumstances, we exploved
‘lesving the same evening was the only possible one, short of a postpone-
ment until Mondey evening, contrary to the very urgent wishes of President
Bourguiba. Millet was informed sbout the change of plans.

4. lIeaving for Tunis, I had no intehtion to go beyond the very general
WM@mmmme,m,m,w
mind open for any kind of on the spot intervention, which might prove
useful in order to facilitate direct contacts between the parties. This
latter point went back to my discussion with Millet, who hed expressed his
worry over the lack of contact between the two parties end his hope that
Imummm;yw,mm,mm;uw,mmmwutm
the fremework of my rights, as it was & quasi-procedural guestion refer-
ring to the implementation of & resolution slresdy sdopted.

15. 1In the evening-talk in Tunis, Mondey the 2ith, the gquestion of con-
Wmmm,mummwammnw
u&ammmmmwmmamuwwmw
ceived through the wmmmmmmmam
Base. According to mmmmmm,mammw
menmmmwm st” and further
mmmnﬂmw“waum'mmamm
with a tacit assusption of the comtimued presence of French troops in the
city. Both aspects of the Admirel’s proposals were with this interpretation -
which I could obviously neither deny nor confirm - such that from a Tunisian
m,mmmmummﬁnmwm
that no retreat of troops on the French side eould be foreseen. Bowrguiba
asked me if I did believe thet I could ask representstives of both the
Tunisians and the French to come to see me in Tunis, thereby bringing them
together. Of course, I rejected this proposal as unrealistic and too far-
reaching.

of s
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| 16. Whatever the formal reason, the undercurremt which seemed to we to
explain why Bourguibe for his pert insisted on the "Gouvernorst" as a
meeting place was that recent developments had; de facto, put in guestion
the Tunisian sovereignty in the city, which now "as an occupied city” was
controlled by the French troops. In these circumstances, an acceptence by
the Tunisians to meet at some other place would, by implicstion, in thedr
eyes tend to confirm their "loss" of the city to the French (mx st the
seme time Bourguibe made much of the point that the Fremch did mot
comtrol”all of the eity™).

If- hmm,mmmmmagmmwm
I might go teo Bizerte, but did not meke any proposal; in fact, he gave
me the impression thet ha was hesitant on this point, probably because Of
the possibility that the French might play it in such & way as, in fact,
to gain further prestige in the city.

18. On the basis of this talk with Bourguibe and Lsdghem, Spinelli and I
 went into e thorough discussion of various tactical possibilities to get

in touch with the French, in order to get sround the obstacles which so far
had made & contaef impossible, We did not reach smy conclusions in the
m.mmwxmwmmmmww
only way, with the difficulties of camminicstions with the French which we
had to fece in Tunis, would be for me to go straight to Couve de Murville
with o messege, both through the French Consul General and through the
Delegation in New York. The message should limit itself to an invitation
%o provide me with informstion which I could use in order to help the parties
over the hump, to & direct contact. It thus assumed no role at all for me
in substence, or in the contact itself, but followed the line of thimking
to which, already, Millet had given an expression.

19. I told the French Consil, when I sew him in order to give him the
letter, that I would have to count on being back in New York Friday morning,
but that I could leave on Thursday in such time as to get possibilities for
a reasonsble stop-over in Paris, if they so wished. I also told him that
zmmm;mswmmumm,mwxmm
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into consideration what the French might sey before I made up my mind.
The Consul later informed me thet ny letter end the conments to which I
have just referved were recelved in Paris at 15.30 Tuesday eveuing. In
Mﬁmwmmnwm‘mmwmmuﬁnw
the Consul General -- as they later did, Wednesday night -- I thus
opened sgain the possibility of & stop-over in Paris mentioned already
on Sunday. I edded a third possibility by seying that if I went to Biszerte
I would like to ask the Admirel if he would come and see me, but fully
understood that whether he could sccept such an invitation or not would
depend on the sttitude of Paris. :

' 20. The rest of the relevent points of the story is fully documented in
the Security Council pepers.

21. It might finally be sdded that when Awbassador Bérerd sew me,
Friday the 20th, he camplained that he had not been sble to get me on the
telephone Sundsy morming at 10 or 10.15, and that Paris felt that before
my deperture I hed given them a cavalier trestment. I replied that on

the contrary I hed all through tried to be meticulously corvect. He then
said that thet was possible, but that it was not the wey "Paris felt
about it". : :




1. Meeting Slim in the course of the debate in the Security Council

on Fridey the 2lst, I sald %o him that I was most worried by the pos-
sibility that the Security Council consideration of Bizerte, the next day,
might end up in nothing. I therefore was playing with the ides to inter-
vene at the end of the proceedings to see if I could not save the minimum
necesssry to forestsll a serious aggravation which might easily come sbout
if the Council were to fail. :

2. Saturdsy morning, Just before the Security Council meeting, Slim
asked to see me. I met him soon afier ten o’clock, when the meeting was
scheduled to begin. Slim said to me that he had very bad news from
Bizerte. The killings were going on and nobody could say where the de-
velopment in course might end. In the light of thig, he wondered if I
felt thet it might be wise to try to get something done immedistely in
order to stop a further deteriorastion.

3. I replied that in line with what I hed said the previous day and in

mmwmmmn,xaammwwmmw
mediate ceasefire myself, as an intermedisry deeision. I did so because
:mmmm.mmwnmwmuwwm
straight for & very simple formule and clesrly making it intermediary,
I might, as Secretery-General, shoot & cemse-fire through.

L. My reply legd to & short discussion of alternative ways to achieve
amamummmm;mmmmwmww
one I had suggested. I then sald that I would go shead.

5. After the discussion with Slim, which may have teken some ten minutes,
I called in Wieschhoff and ran over the question with him. He agreed with
my evalustion. I then dictated my statement and when it was typed, I went
into the Council which, inm fact, had been somevwhat delayed because of my
gbsence. Thus, there was not one mimute in which I could have consulted
the French, if I were to open the debate, as I obviously should.

&
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6. After the vote on the interim resolution, before lumch, I met Slim
egain in the Council Chasber. He asked me if I could send a UN military
unit to consolidate the cesse-fire -- he did not believe in a retreat of
the French, nor 4id I. When I said that this was sbsolutely excluded, he
asked me if I could then send observers. I replied that this would be pos-
sible onily at the joint request of Tunisis end France; even if France
w,mmw»mmmmww.zmmm
,mammmmwmwmmm
by the resolution would be for me to go there myself which obviously would
regquire an invitation from Bourguiba; I did not see that I could do very
much in Tunisia, but the experience was that my mere presence during
crucial days had & breekege effect and thet might, of course, from the
Tunisian viewpoint, be reason enough. I did not consider it possible for
the French to say no (this especially in the light of the leos precedent).
Raturally, the Rusesisns would object, but that wes something I 4id not
teke into mccount personally slthough it might be a poimt to consider for
the Tunisians.

7. At lunch I told Wieschboff sbout this exchange of views and I said that
I felt that it would be the right thing to do iz order to maintain the cease~
fire and that he could discuss it with the Tunisisns.

8. In the afternoon, Wieschhoff told me that the Tunisians had telephoned
case no decision was reached on the major issues. If the Security Couneil
thus faile)d, they would like to extend an invitation at the tsble. I
replied through Wieschhoff that this would be far too precipitated and would
lend its€lf to false interpretations. When that was brought to the notice
of the Tunisians, they changed their line and ssid that an invitstion would
hmmm.xmumummwzmm‘m
at & pom. on Sunday.
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9« Before the meeting ended and the negative result was a fact, I did
not give the matter any further thought. When, after the late end of the
meeting, I took it wp, driving out to Brewster, I noted that I obviously
had to bring the French somehow into the picture. It was clear that I
could not do thet until I knew that the Tunisisne went through with their
plan and until I sev ¥hat form they gave to the imvitation. That I ob-
vicusly could not take the matter up with the French before my return to
the city did not worry me as, sccording to informstion through Wieschhoff,
the Tunisians did not expect me to lesve until Nonday night, thus providing
me with ample time for a discussion with the French. It was also clesr that
I could not decline the invitation at a French demend, that if the French
were serious in their wish for a cemse-fire, they should welcome the trip
because of its obvious value in this respect, and thet, finally, as a
matter of course, I should tell the Fremch that an invitation received
invitation. |

10. In the course of my discussion with Slim, he wrged very strongly that
1 leave the same night. I stated that that was impossible, becsuse, smong
other reasons; I had to see the French and discuss the metter with them.
Especially, I had to make it clear to the Frenmch that I would be quite
heppy to stop over in Paris on my wey back from Tunis. We compromised, after
& study of travel possibilities, on deperture on Mondey morning.

1l. Immediately after seeing Slim, at 4 ym. on Sunday, we tried to get
in touch with the French delegation between 4.30 end h.45. Both Bérard
lived there before six o'clock and would have s long drive into town.
Millet, having been informed sbout the unsuccessful comtact with Béravd,
had no hesitation in accepting an sppointment with me at 7 pm.

12. While waiting for Millet, I dictated a reply to Bourguiba (the text
ister sent). When Millet came, I showed him both the invitation brought
by Slim when he called, and my suggested reply. At Millet's request he got
coples of both these documents. I also pointed out to Millet the coup de
frein vhich my visit wes likely to give to the developments and said that
I, of course, would stop over in Paris after my visit to Tunis, if they so
wished, although this statement naturally should not be interpreted as a
mmmmmm‘xwmmmm-m“mum,
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13. later it emerged that the mevning plane was stopping over in Paris,
and as this was impossible in view of the circumstences, we exploved
other possibilities and arrived at the conclusion thet a Swissair £light
leaving the same evening was the only possible one, short of a postpone-
ment until Mondey evening, contrary to the very urgent wishes of President
Bowrguibe. Millet was informed about the change of plans.

1. leaving for Tunis, I had no intehtion to go bayond the very gemersl
purpose which was the background of the development, keeping, however, my
mind open for any kind of on the spot imbervention, which might prove
useful in order to facilitate direct contacts between the parties. This
latter point went back to my discussion with Millet, who hed expressed his
worry over the lack of contact between the two parties and his hope that
I might be helpful on this point, which, in his view, was entirely within
the framework of my rights, ss it was s guasi-procedural question refer-
ring to the implementation of a resolution already sdopted.

15. In the evening-talk in Tunis, Monday the 2iith, the guestion of con-
tacts was touched upon, but without strong emphasie from Bourguibae, although
ﬁﬁ:MWWﬂWWWdWWmMm
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eity. Both aspects of the Admirel's proposals were with this interpretation -
viewpoint, there seemed to be an absolute deadlock with the conseguence
thet no retrest of troops on the Fremch side could be foreseen. Bourguiba
asked me 1f I 414 believe that I could ask representatives of both the
Tunisiens and the French to come o see me in Tunls, thereby bringing them
together. OF course, I rejected this proposal as unvealistic and too far-
reaching. ,
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16. Vhatever the formal reason, the undercurrent which seemed to me to
explain vhy Bourguibs for his part insisted on the "Gouvernorsi” es a
meeting place was that recent developments had, de facto, put in guestion
the Tunisden sovereignty in the eity, which now "as an occwpied city" was
controlisd by the French troops. In these circumstences, an acceptance by
the Tunisians to meet at some other place would, by implication, in their
eyes tend to confirm thelr "loss" of the city to the French (mx at the

. conteol”all of the city"™).

17. In the talk, Mondey evening, Bourguiba mentioned a possibility that
I might go to Bizerte, but did not meke any proposal; in fact, he gave
ms the impressin that he-was hesitant on this paint, probably because of
the possibility thet the French might play it in such e way as, in fact,
to gain further prestige ia the city.

18. On the basis of this telk with Bourguibe and Ledghss, Spimelll and I
went into & thorough discussion of various tactical possibilities to get
in touch with the French, in order to get sround the obstacles which so far
had made & contael impossible. We did not reach amy conclusions in the
evening. During the night I contimwed my thinking and concluded that our
only way, with the difficulties of cammmications with the French which we
hed to face in Tunis, would be for me to go straight to Couve de Murville
Delegstion in New York. The message should limit iteelf to em imvitation .
to provide me vith informstion which I could use in order to help the parties
over the s, wnmm@mwmmmammug
in substance, or in the contast 1tself, but followed the line of thinking
19. I told the Fremch Consil, vhen I sew him in order to give him the
letter, that I would bave to count on being back in New York Fridey morning,
but that I could lesve on Thursday in such time ms to get possibilities for
a ressonsble stop-over in Paris, if they so wished. I also told him that

1 considered peying & vislt to Bizerte on Wednesday, but that I would take

w/s
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into considerstion what the Fremch night sey before I made wp my mind.
The Consul later inforwed me thet my letter and the comments to which I
have just referred were received in Paris st 15.30 Tuesday evening. In
addition to the possibility for the French to commnicate with me through
opened sgein the possibility of a stop-over in Peris menticmed alrveady
on Sunday. I added o third possibility by seying thet if I went to Bizerte
I vould like to ssk the Admiral 1f he would come and see me, but fully
20. 'The rest of the relevant points of the story is fully documented im
Fridey the 28th, he complained that he had not been sble to get me on the
telephone Sunday morning at 10 or 10.15, and thet Paris felt that before
my departure I had given them & cavalier treatment. I replied that on

the contrary I had all through tried to be meticulously correct. He then
sald thet thet was possible, but that 1t ves not the way “Paris felt
Mt@f’, :




