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15 February 1958

AIDE MEMOIRE

Ambassador Slim called me around 10.30 am. He had just been in touch

over the telephone with Tunis, and had been told the following in reply

to my question concerning assurances on supplies which I had put to him

last Wednesday.

Some trucks with supplies had gone to the French troops yesterday.

The Tunisian guards, when that happened, had been "active elsewhere", but,

of course, the principle that no supplies were permissible was maintained.

He had further been informed that, while the President maintained the

principle that no supplies to the troops could be permitted, he would

respond positively to a request for permission from some official personally,

like the Secretary-General, However, of course, such supplies could be

dqsfiba and he would, ,eroferehfi need some assurance, For that reason it

would be desirable that somebody could, so to say, héve a look at the

suppliés so as to provide a séfeguard against abuse. (The need for an official

demand and for some kind of "assurance" seems to indicate that the question

has now entered the field of prestige problems of the well-knows type).

I called up Sir Pierson Dixon and told him about this. He then told

me that he had just received cables from the UK and US representatives in

Tunis to the effect that the French Army people km said that the supply

situation was now somewhat easier and that they had the necessary supplies

up to the 18th. The French Army were said to have advised the Government
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against any use of airplanes now for supply purposes. I agreed with Dixon

that we should think matters>over a little bit, but indicated that my own

‘attitude was that I should address a request to Bourhiba, saying only that

it, of course, was based on the assumption that the smpgkkex supply pos-

sibilities would not in any way be abused, while, on the other hand, I w2
inform the French about this request, saying that I have reason to believe

that it would be accepted provided I could give assurances against abuse.

I later informed Wadéworth accordingly. He then mentioned that over

the ticker the French Government was said to have agreed to mediation,

to compensation and to intervention by the Red Cross in order to xemmx

restore damages in the village,
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AIDE MEMOIRE

Le Secrétaire Général tient i vous remercier de 1m¢mu fait

4 son appel et de la mpr‘hmzicn que le Gouvernement de la !‘miaio

a bien voulu montrer pour ses scucis. ‘

:

Il note que le Gouvernement est disposé i autoriser les livraisons

locales de vivres alimentaires nécessaires aux troupes frangaises con-

signées en Tunisie, & la condition préalable que les possibilités de

ravitaillement ainsi envisagées ne soimt pas utilisées d'une fagon
abusive.

Sur la base d'une échange avec le tflmmavuaG de la France, le
|

Secrétaire Général peut dommer au Gouvernement de 1a Tunisie son

assurance que les fuc.tlités mvisagosa seralent utilisés entidrement
4

pour 1'envoi de produits alimntairsn et du fimlliativar nécessaire
& la subsistence des troupes.

|

Il espbre vivement gue cette assurance du Socrétnm Général des

Nations Unies pulsse rendre satisfaction au Gouvernement de la Tunisie

dans son désir de maintenir ce qu'il regarde comme des sauvegardes

nécessaires pour la séeurité dans les circonstances actuelles,

le 16 février 1958



AIDE MRMOIRE

Ambassador Esin and Ambassador U Thant came to see me today at

11 a.m. on behalf of the Afro/Asian Group. They made three points

which they said represented the consensus of the Group.

(a) It was the hope of the Group that France would not proceed

with its plans for "le glacis defensif", pending the outcome of

present good offices operations;

(b) They would like me to draw the attention of the High

Commissioner for Refugees to the new refugees who had arrived

in Tunisia;

(¢) They were hoping for a positive outcome of the good offices

operation, but wanted to emphasize that, if the negotiations

were to drag out for too long, the delay itself would carry with

it certain dangers.

On (a) I said that I wanted to check what the situation was;

I had the impression that the French in fact were holding back the

executionof their plans. (I later called Ambassador Georges-Picot

and asked him for information).

On-(b) I said that I would draw the attention of the High

Commissioner to the problem. I would do so informally as he was

autonomous in the interpretation of the extent of his mandate.

However, my approach would be in line with the contacts we had had in

the course of the past year.



On (c¢) I said that I certainly would mention to the British and

American ambassadors what they had said. I was sure that their views

was shared by all. Certainly, I subscribed to it myself,

In a telephone conversation with Ambassador Georges-Picot

immediately after the visit, I gave him a brief summary of what

had taken place. He had earlier called me and said that the Algerian

girl had been pardoned, which I mentioned confidentially to the repre-

sentatives of the Group.

12 March 1958
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AIDE MEMOIRE

Ambassador Esin and Ambassador U Thant came to see me today at

% a.ia. on behalf of the Afro/Asian Group. They made three points

which they sald represented the consensus of the Group.r
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(a) It was the hope of the Group that France would not proceed

with its plans for "i.q'glacia defensif", pending the outcome of

present good offices operations;

(b) They would like me to draw the attention of the High
Comnissioner for Refugees to the new refugees who had arrived

_in Tunisia;

(¢) They were hoping for & positive outcome of the good prficcé
:

apemtion, m uantod to emphauize that, if the negotiations

were to drag out t’or too long, the delay i’ssolfwuld earry with

it certain dangers.
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26 May 1958

AIDE MEMOIRE

Ambassador Slim saw me at 8 pm on Sunday evening, 25 May. He

amplified the facts given in his two cables and said that he wanted

to have them circulated first thing on Monday.
He was under instruction to ask me to intervene in the present

conflict, in such a form and to such an extent as I found possible,
in order to get the situation under control, It was clear that he

included an initiative under Article 99 as part of the possible

action; in fact, Slim gave very strongly the impression that as

Bourguiba for general political reasons would prefer not to go to the

Security Council, they hoped that I would. I felt their reason for

this attitude to be mainly that they would not like to be accused of

having precipitated a deterioration in the French crisis and that,
further, they felt that they might loose their morally advantageous

position regarding the withdrawal of troeps, as established during the

Good Offices operation.
In reply to a quéestion he affirmed that Tunisia requested, in sub-

-

stance, first of all the withdrawal of the troops from the South of

Tunisia, to be achieved in such a way as not to lay Tunisia open to

an accusation of having rendered the French domestic problem worse.,

He was much less precise about the way in which the over—fiights came

into the picture.
I kept my own reactions vague and embarked mainly on an analysis

of the risks combined with various alternative lines of action. I gave

no indication of willingness to take an initiative before the Security .

Council, while, on the other hand, I said that I would bring the matter

up the same evening with the French Ambassador in order to get his story,
so as to be able to decide on my line of action witha fuller knowledge
of facts.



I later saw Georges-Ficot, who let me read acircular instruetion
from Paris. It appeared that Bénard had returned, in the course of Sun-

day, with new instructions, in order to start discussions with Tunisia

on "un réglement général, satisfaisant pour les deux pays". The Am~-

bassador had no further information on those talks. From his cables it

emerged that Tunisia had cut off supplies in some limited cases and

that it was very dubious from where the bombers over Tunisia Sunday

morning had come; the Ambassador held firmly that they were part of

a French governmental operation but could not explain the Tunisian

statement that they have been seen crossing the border to Algeria.

After seeing Georges-Picot, I asked Mr. Cordier to get a message

through to Washington to Ambassador Slim that he should call me as

soon as he returned to‘thhington, which should be soon before mid-

night, I had prepared the following message for him:

"1, Je suis informé que Bénard est de retour & Tunis ce soir

avec des nouvelles instructions,d fin d'entamer des conversations

visant & un réglement général, satisfaisant pour les deux pays.

Je comprends que cette initiative avait été prise aprés que le

Gouvernement frangais a été saisi de la demande du Président

Bourguiba que les troupes frangaiees soient retirés du Sud.

"2, Sous ces conditions et sans informations sur ces conver-

sations, je n'ai pas i présent, une base pour une intervention.

L'initiative du Gouvernement frangais est évidemment en ligne avec

ce que j'aurais pu proposer moi-mé€me,

~#3, Pourtant, j'ai demandé au Gouvernement frangais de retablir

le status quo pendant qué ces nouvelles discussions se poursuivent

et 3 fin de les faciliter.
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", Je dois évidemment maintenant addresser un appel
similaire au Gouvernement Tunisien, ce que j'ai dit au Gouverne-

ment frangais s'appliquant & titre égale & la Tunisie. J'observe que

d'aprés les renseignements regus, les autorités tunisiens semblent

avoir couper les ravitaillements sur une échelle locale; si cela

est ainsi, ce point est évidemment aussi visé dans 1l'appel général
que j'ai fait.

'

5. Je serais heureux de recevoir des renseignements sur les

discussions dés que 1l'Ambassadeur serait informé de Tunis.

"6, Les points précédents couvrent une des deux bases possibles

pour une demande addressée au Conseil de Sécurité, directement

ou par l'intermédiaire du Secrétaire général, que le Conseil

veuille considérer la situation qui s'est developpé & la suite des

&veénenents des derniers jours. L'autre base possible est le sur-

vol d'avions étrangers du territoire tunisien au cours de dimanche

et le bombardement dans lequel ces avions ont été engagés. Sur ce

lpdint les renseignements sont trés peu clair. Il semble que les avions,

malgré tout, ont été d'origine frangaise, et que les autorités

frangais assument la responsibilité. C'est mon avis sérieux qu'une

initiative auprés du Conseil sur la base indiquée doit venir de la

Tunisie, pas du Secrétaire général, comme il n'y a pas des raisons

de regarder une initiative du Secrétaire général que comme une al-.

ternative sécondaire & 1l'initiative du pays attaqué, et que dans

ce cas-ci la situation interne en France ne justifie pas un ren-

versement de ces roles,"

I finally got a call from Slim, 8 a.m, on 26 May. I then transmitted
the message to him, He had no reaction. He had no news.,
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Ambassador S1im sawme at 8 pm on Sunday evening, 25 May. le
amplified the facts given in his two cables M m& that he wanted

vdmflm«mtfl.fifitmwwhtwahw
He was under instruction to ask me to intervene in the present

,hbdmduamxuwmmhwshfimmorahcmni,t@iflm
mrmmfimtfihttywmm» It was ¢lear that he
'hbdnmmdflmuwmwnfimwum&mmW

~action; in fact, 8lim gave very strongly the impression that as

c&tw@wmruwdflmmlmfiiloplamrofhdgmB
Security Council, they hoped that I would, I felt their reason for

this attitude to be mainly that they would not like to be accused of

having precipitated a deterioration in the French erisis and that,
further, they felt that they might loose their morally advantageous
position regarding the mwmmuu,nmtralm&rfififi

Good Offices operation.
-bmai,mmnmtufidmfidmmfimtwyflum

stance, first of all the withdrawal of the troops from the South of
M,%h%“&m&awumummumw
mnnmmyawwwmmmfihfiawfimm
mmsmzmmmmmmmammmmm
“4intothe picture.

hwmmrammmmmdmmmficmmwatphI ;

uax.mumtaomnwumhflmunhtudmmtkhrmfa
no indication of wn.lhwu to take an initiative before the Security

Couneil, while, on the otherhand, I said that I would bmm matter
@WMM%%&WMWM&»@M%MWM,»
mm’fhfiwn@ifl;t&mfinmfldi«d%hflh%uu
of facts. :
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I later saw Georges-Picot, who let me read a cireular instruction
from Paris. It appeared that Bénard had returned,in the course of Sun-
day, with new instructions, in order to start discussions with Tunisia
on "un réglement général, satisfaisant pour les deux pays". The Am-

bassador had no further information on those talks. From his cables it

,mmaemtmmudmmmu«mmmme
: wummnmwmifimfmibadmmtitm
,demtmmuwwMM'mymflhmm,

‘a French goverrnmental operationbub could not explain the Tunisian

statement that they have been seen crossing the border to Algeria.
mmw,xm&m. Gordinrtagctanmgn-

through to Washington to Ambassador Slim that he should call me as
soon as he returned to Washington, which should be soon before mid-

night, I had preparedthe followingmessage for him:
Ty, Jas&tmtamiqmmm&murul’miaumk
~avec des nouvelles instructions,d fin d'entamer des conversations
visant & un réglement général, satisfaisant pour les deux pays.
Je comprends que cette initiative avait &.é prise aprés que le

Gouvernement frangais a &té saisi de la demande du Président
Bourguiba que les troupes frangaises solent retirds du Sud,
"2, BSous ces conditions et sans intamt&cm sur ¢ces conver-

~

sations, je n'ai pas & présent,une base pour wne intervention.

L'initiative du Gouvernement frangais m évidenmenten ugm avec

uw;'mwmmm ,

#3. Pourtant, J‘dwimmmt rmma.mm
hmmqummmmammd.macpmyut
aama.mmzum.
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", Ja dois Mdmmt Mn‘bmmt addresser un appel
similaire au Gouvernement Tunisien, ce gue j'ai dit au Gouverne-

ment frangais s'appliquant & titre égale & la Tunisie. J'cbserve que

d*:prh les renseignements regus, les autorités tunisiens semblent

_avoir couper les ravitaillements sur une Schelle locale; si cela
est ainsi, ce point est Svidemment aussi mi dans 1'appel lflin&a

que j'ai falt.
'

"5, Je serals heureux de recevoir des mdwnta sur les

discussions dds que 1'Aubassadeurserait informé de Tunis.,

"6, Les points précédents couvrent une des deux bases possibles
pour une demande addressée au Conseil de Sécurité, directement
ou par l'intermédiaire du Secrétaire général, que le Conseil
venille considérer la situation qui s'est developpé & la suite des

événerents des derniers jours. L'sutre base possible est le sure

vol d'avions §trangers du territoire tunisien su cours de dimanche

&sagmi&mmfiamlmmtmmhd Sur ce
@t les renseignementssont trés peu clair,11 semble que les avions,

"

malgré tout, ont §té d'origine frangaise, et que les autorités

frangais assument la responsibilité. C'est mon avis sérieux gu'une

initiative auprés du Conseil sur la base indiquée doit venir de la
Tunisie, pas du Secrétaire général, comme il n'y a pas des raisons
de regarder une initiative du Secrétaire général que comme une al-

ternative sécondaire & 1'initiative du pays attaqud, et gue dans

ce cas-ci ls situation mfiM en France ne tfiituJ pas un pen=

versement de ces roles.’

xmptauumsm,sam.m%m.xmmtm
the message to him. He had no reaction. He had no news.



AIDE ggxo;gg
Ambassador8lim saw me at BmanSmd;ycMng, 25 May. He

amplified the facts given in his two cables and salid that he wanted

to have them circulated first thing on Monday.
:

He was under instruction to ask me to intervene in the present

conflict, in such a form and to such an extent as I found poisaible.
in order to get the situstion under control. It was clear that he

included an initiative under Article 99 as part of the possible
action; in fact, Slim gave very strongly the impression that as

Bourguiba for general political reasons would prefer not to go to the

Security Council, they hoped that I would., I felt their reason for

this attitude to be mainly that they would not like to be accused of

having precipitated a deterioration in the French crisis and that,
further, they felt that they might loose their morally advantageous
position regarding the withdrawal of troops, as established during the

~

Good Offices operation.
In reply to a question he aftimd %hwh Tm!.aia requosted, in sub-

stance, first of all the withdrawal of the troops from the South of
Tunisia, to be achieved in such a way as not to lay Tunisia open to

an accusation of having rendered the French domestic problem worse.

He was much less precise abeu% ‘the way in whieh the over-flights came
'

into the plcture.
z kwtwmwaatimmmdmburkaduinlymmmlysh :

of the risks combined with various alternative lines of action. I gave
no indiecation of snmil.flw to take an initiative before the Security

Couneil, while, on the ot.her hand,I said that I would bringthe matter

up the same evening with the French Ambassador in order to got his story,
80 as to be able to decide on my line of actim wi.tha"tuller knowledge
of facts,
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I later saw Georges-Picot, who let me read a circular instruction

from Paris, It appeared that Bénard had returned, in the course of Sun-

day, with new instructions, in order to start discussions with Tunisia

on "un rdglement général, satisfaisant pour les deux pays". The Ame
bassador had no further information on those talks. From his cables it

emerged that Tunisia had cut off supplies in some limited cases and

that it was very dubim from where the bombers over Tunisia Sunday

morning had come; the Ambassador held firmly that they were part of

a French governmental operation but could not explain the Tunisian
statement that they have been seen crossing the borderto Algeria.

After seeing Georges-Ficot, I asked Mx?, Cordier to get a message

through to Washington to Ambassador Slim that he should call me as

soon as he returned to Washington, which should be scon before mide

night. I had prepared the following message for him:

"1, Je suis informé que Bénard est de retour & Tunis ce soir
avec des nouvelles instructions,d fin d'entamer des conversations

viamt 3 un réglement général, satisfaisant pour les deux pays.

comprends que cette initiative avait 6t prise aprés que le

Gouvernement frangais a été saisi de la demande du Président

Bourguiba que les troupes frangaises solent retirds du Sud,

"3, Sous ces conditions et sans informations sur ces conver-

,mifin je n'ai pas & présent, une base pour une intervention.

L'initiative du Gouvernement frangais est évidemment en ligne avec

ce que j'aurais pu proposer moi-méme.

"3. Pourtant, j'ai demand$ au Gouvernement tmguit de retablir

le status guo pendant qué ces nouvelles discussions se poursuivent
et & fin de les faciliter. ,
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"), dJe dois &videmment maintenant addresser un appel
similaire au Gouvernement Tunisien, ce que j'al dit su Gouverne-

ment frangais s'appliquant & titre égale & la Tunisie. J'observe que

1o d'aprds les renselignements regus, les autorités tunisiens semblent
avolr couper les ravitaillements sur une échelle locale; si cela

est uinsi,\m point est évidemment aussi visé dans 1'appel général
 que j'ai fait. S

"5. Je serais heurmx ds recevoir dna rensoigmmnta sur les

discussions dés que 1'Ambassadeur serait informé de Tunis.

"6, Les points précédents couvrent une des deux bases possibles
pour une demande addressée au Conseil de Sécurité, directement

ou par 1'intermédiaire du Secrétaire général, que le Conseil

veuille considérer la situation qui s'est developpé 3 la suite des

évinements des derniers jours. L'autre base possible est le sure

vol d'avions étrangersdu territoire tunisien au cours de dimanche

a‘gamfiitmmflaaalehtht&o Sur ce
@t les afim@dm sont trés peu clair. I1 semble que les avions,

‘malgré tout, ont été d'origine frangaise, et que les autorités

frangais assument la responsibilité. C'est mon avis sérieux qu'une
initiative auprds du Conseil sur la base indiquée doit venir de la

Tunisie, pas du Secrétaire général, comme il n'y a pas des raisons

de regarder une initiative du Secrétaire général que comme une al-

ternative sécondaire & l'initiative du pays attaqué, et que dans

_ce cas~ci 1a situation interne en France ne justifie pas un ren-
~ versement de ces roles.’

I finally got a call from Slim, & a.m. on 26 May. I then transmitted
the message to him. He had no reaction. He had no news.



.wfl,wwampa'tanmhmmA
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~ He was under instruction to ask me to intervene in the present
,hbdmdmmf:”mn;mwmmofthflmh,fliflm
znmmtummmmmmm It was clear that he
included an initiative under Article 99 as part of the possible
action; in fact, S1im gave very strongly the impression that as

Wuermumemmrumwg@wzu
Security Council, thw hoped that I would. I felt their reason for

flfixwamhmmfim%t&trfiflu&bho&wtfifiaM
- having precipitated a deterioration in the French crisis and that,

further, they felt that they might loose their morally advantageous
mmmmmu,w:omfimmmmwum

Good Offices operation. .

,

mm,wmmtwmmmfimawmma',
wmmmwmmumwfimmam,nM
Tunisia, te be achieved in such a wgy as not to lay Tunisia epen to
an accusation of having rendered the French domestic problem worse.
hmmmmmmwum&mmWam

':thcthopietm.
zmwmnmmwmmmmauwu

~ of the risks combined with various alternative lines of action. I gave
 ne indieationof willingness to take an initiative beforethe Security

Couneil, while, on the other hand, I said that I would bring the matter
up the same evening with the French Ambsssador in order to get his story,
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I later saw Georges-Picot, who let me read a eircular instruction
from Paris. Itawthhimm,hmmotm-
day, umwuummmmwmem,mmmm&fi
flwmdwlwm;mtm,mmfimm The Am-
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avee des nouvelles instructions,dfin d'entamer des conversations
 yisant& un réglement général, satisfsisantpour les deux pays.
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Bourguibs que les troupes frangaises solent retirds du Sud.
2. smmwimdmmfm&mmmw
sations,je n'al pas i présent, wne base pour une intervention.
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"4, dJe dols évidement maintenant addresser un appel
sinilaire au Gouvernement Tunisien, ce que j'ai dit au Gouverne-

‘mént frangaiss'appliquant3 titre égale & la Tunisie. J'observeque
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que jtai fait. f
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' discussions dds que 1'Ambassadeur serait informé de Tunis.
 #6, les points précSdents couvrent une des deux bases possibles
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veuille considérerla situation qui s'est developpé & la suite des
Svinenents des derniers jours, L'sutre base possibleest le sur
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@mmmwmm I1 sewble que les avions,
malgré tout, ont &t& d'origine frangaise, et que les autorités

muumnmmmma. Clestmon avis sérieux qu'une
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" Tunisie, pas du Seerétairegénéral, comme il n'y a pas des raisons
de regarder une initiative du Seerftaire général que comwe une al-

_ternative sécondaire & 1'initistive du pays attagué, et que dans.
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I finally got a ean!‘mm, 8 a..u;en 26 May. I then transmitted

the messageto him. He had no reaction. He had no news.


