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DATE: 15 MARCH 1958 -
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Spokesman for ywhfi M@gatu eooperating in the sooslled Afro/hsian

Group have spprosched me m'am‘ that they end their eolleagues would

hope that I would drew yow sbbextion %o new groups of refugees arriving

from Algeria inte Tunisia. m&Mm&éflw%wfin@r“mz
mpfficieusement” a8 you are amwm in the lxberpretation of yowr

mendabe. However, I also mentioned bhat sush eonbact would be in line

with the one we ned in similay &rmmau .fim kmt; the amga&v
from tho mesbers of bhe growp was alss this timeobviouslymads on the

|

initistive of the Tunisian mbssssders
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 me by letter dated 4 March 1958on sans subject, A member

of ny officeis at present nvestigating sitwstionin Twnisia.
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COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES =7 POUR LES REFUGIES

Télégrammes : HICOMREF Palais des Nations
Téléphons  : 831000 332000 334000 GENEVE

G XV 13/1/31/TUN.
2 April 1958

CONFIDENTTAL

Dear Dag,

As I have already informed you, I recently sent to Tunisia a
member of my staff, Mr. Assad Sadry, who had the opportunity to
review with the Tunisian Secretary for Foreign Affairs the problem
raised by the arrival of new refugees from Algeria in that country.

From the information he was able to collect, it is believed
that the number of Algerian refugees who have arrived in Tunisia so
far may be estimated at 60-65,000. This figure corresponds to the
number mentionedby the Leagueof Red Cross Societises in their last
press release and includes the 3,200 refugees who arrived after the
announcement by the French military authorities of the creation of
a no-men’s land along the Tunisian border. This creation of a no-
man’s land causes some anxiety to the Tunisian Govermment which fears
that this will lead to an increased influx of refugees.

At present my delegate’s impression is that the material aid
received from various countries through my Office and in response
to the joint appeal of the League of Red Cross Societies and the
International Committee of the Red Cross, together with the recent
United States aid, may cover the most essential needs of these
refugees until next winter. Mr. Sadry satisfied himself that adequate
arrangements had been made by the International Committee of the Red
Cross for the distribution of the aid given through my Office to
these refugees. The Tunisian Secretary for Foreign Affairs expressed
gratitude for this very helpful contribution, which had greatly
alleviated the distress, in the most difficult winter period before
other supplies had arrived.

I shall not fail to pass on to you any further information I receive
on the developments of this problem in Tunisia.

Yours sincerely,

.—-‘*fi.\\‘k
4r. Dag Hammarskjdld, AR, Lindt
Jecretary-General of the United United Nations

Nations Organization, :

High Commissioner for RefugeesJnited Nations Headquarters,
lew-York


