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I regretto be informed by you today that your
. Governmenthas felt iflmiwfimlm
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Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

mwi

His Excellency,
Mr. WentgelC. du Plessis,

: Pmtmmndmmd
South Africa to the United Nations,

655 Hadison Avenue, 15th Floor,
New York 21, N.Y.



9th November, 1955.

Your Exeollanéy,
:

Pursuant to thestatement I made today in the

Ad Hoc Political Committee, I have the honour to inform you
that the South African Delegation to the General Assembly
has, on the instructions of my Government, been recalled for
the remainder of the current sessionof the Assembly.

This step has been taken in the light of today's
voting in the Ad Hoec Political Committee. The reasons why my

Government, much to its regret, has been impelled to take this
action are outlined in my statement to the Ad HocPolitical

- Committee,a copy of which I enclose for your information.- =
: Intakingmy leave, may I express to you my

appreciation of the courtesy which you, Sir, and the other
office holders in the Tenth General Assembly have at all times
extended towards my Delegation,=

=

: .

_

Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurances
of my highest consideration.

'

. T

PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE.
His ExcellencySr. José Maza,
President of the General Assembly,
United Nations,
NEW YORK 17, H,¥L



. Mr. C:m:'mn, :
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 We now have before us the resolution finally adopted by

this Committee on ™'he Question of Race Relations in the Uniom

_

of South Africa"s It is a resolution sponsored by Afghanistan,

Bolivia, Burma, Egypt, Bthiopia, Haiti, India, Indonesia, Iran,

Iraq, lebanon, Liberia, FPakistan, Philippines, Saudl Arabia, Syria 'v |

m !m, and Mo;%tad by a rfifiojm of g.vntw to 2 sfia‘v with

WA .‘moitfi&nfin
|

The mtmamm of the Union of South Africa mtmzi;?
did mt and eould 'mt vote in favour of ofilt resolution for the

reason ‘t‘mt, mm the aéaptxan;ar a resolution on a ;atta:.
which ca11k wesentiatty weidty the domestic Jurisdiction of my

mmtry can, for us, only havg one m:zg and that is that, m >

again, the provisicns of the Charter .’u’ c@ntaimd in Article 2(7)

nfih been mfimnaé and that our rights, as & member state have

been denled to us.

&

Mr. cmm, South Africa's position in relation to thia
article of ofit c&rtor has never been an m&igmux om. ua,hgfiorhT
these difficult years - practically sinece the inception of the
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Mted mtmm - South Africa has “""’4 firm in what she, also

today, sincerely belisves that article to mean. What we believe
that article to mean is tfizu the Founders of this fi@itiW

:

M it .fim And 1»‘! is on th\at‘ partieula: undmtam:lngof the

meaning and scope of the article that we signed the Charter and

bcem mmhen of this amniutim. At the ramrat 'nitfim
,

‘

~ session at fan Francisco South Atr&w’u Hin&ator of
!

Prternalurum

made it clear that to m uxnd Sauuth ae.firM vould mt hun aigm
i

the chartur mr wmld the mth mfltA P&rlimnt hun appm«d

|

of membershipon wmm hasim

|

H. know tmt, since 19‘96, nany mafiu&mur &vo been

wu&, not oalyon Bam:h M‘rim's dmat:le nffnir: bnt alw an

those of athar mtrias, w}uuh mught tq -g!me an mtcrputationv
to this aitmh at vaxf:tmm with what the Founders intended 1t ta

be and with u ¢1m ‘lnt'mtwa to arrogate to the Assembly the

right to intervene m matters h@‘mfi fail‘ mt:fihgivynnitmsn
|

domestic jJurisdiction of a SREEERE
The South Atrim Dchgnuon has consistently doaofijn

such claims, and such uttcapts‘, each time they were made. In

1949 and again MRtiy, at the San Francisco session, the South
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African mnia‘ter af rxternal A’:m‘n thoroughly examined and :

|

:'almly rmtatcd:tm case lfiI tizn" gfii@ifiam hportanci of

'—Aruela 2(7) and m; tm wtmpm he.flhw t!nGcm'nlAssembly
: m ,nfim and :xn uhiah t.hiz cmittu hu tmy punhm, to uka

|

,thn art:l.elu mbuwimt t@ athar xamvulmnt the chartor md

~

‘m upo«hlly ta thu pmvutm mxutm to human rizhta, as

;

mmxad‘ muflam 5’5- m qu“omimy hq pmim thn :

; Wury proof t&t thn mms 61* ,.%m’ m«é fimfifin h, 19»5 -

-

et .xp:muy nxpnum that a.)eflrA 55 would mot permit mah
.

| A_' .tnm-xmm and he mnod flht mo Mttn mnu:ma had

dceidd to meluda :ln tha umdl an mtamchtin ltatmt
s

wonmning t?m mnmg af hmfi& 55, &atho roumcmdn
“

|

"‘mo mmbe:u or ntt&mfi 3 of Mu‘l@n 2 are

in full ummm that aotbing mttim in

Ghnptw 9 m be emtm as giving autharity

_ to the Organintien to 1ntm«¢ 1n tha

domestiec nffurs o:l‘ nuhruhtu'*

This 1nt¢rprohtim was ahpuqg»flt;al, ;, the mmfinfle G

in leiy sessions

hfi have mmtng ta add to whut has been 50 aftqn und m

clearly stated. !otmg that has bun u&d, alm in this debate,

e/l



by those who wish to detract from the overriding quality of :

Article 2(7) has caused my delegation to consider that there is

any validity in the .;flingk or .tflmrn which theyi,} have ‘@M‘

The authority of chance mj&r:lt;es and the mmmg up of spurious

ma m, not on ,lacai grounds but mainly on the basis of

yuuum expediency and sentiment cannot, in my delegation's
 opinion, emasculate the conditions under which WMp vas

mfigimny aamptod. ;mth n‘rim has therefore téfi th
reason, on this hmlumt, to ury in any respect tha mutian

which sho has thu:m usmum. M I hn.w said ln w mxm

staumnt to this thtu, our punitm remains mhmm,

arguments stin.ntm@ and tm nrsk lt:l.u' vglid. We ;:nvq
'

' nmarnfit mui our vote memm. o
|

Mww, Mre shuirmn, 37 '"Q\u,tu have voted d&rfmtly

and have cxpmnad thelr nppmal of the terms of a mmmum

’uhmn will have the effect that a rommuzon wnl be made to

,

'

tm General Assembly, in plenary session, once nora to .mtmm
in a matter which falls essentially witi:in t‘ho domestic Jurisdiction

:

of my mtry. In the plenary this recommendation by the fitti@e
~

will require a two-thirds mswztj in order to be passed.



My delegation has mot participated in tha -@mni
d#bggu on tha !_mmrtl' of the 3wtucrm wsum for the sfioum

|

deifinoe to the Cthin my lutsmt of October 2lith.

:
2 It hna come to ny _nttmtion that sm members of the

Committee and mm yllfléimapl tml mmfimu@ia delegate of India,

nave mna‘ W hoge W ny delegation Y return to the

Committee, mt m:r.fq- cast a:fl fimv but, and I quote from the

speech of the Indin#_ sotagufi& 'ntiat yfihtwill ;im ahoon__ta

m““’_ their kbig:m of 'w,ifim polntn i:jlmvt‘ may fiuh haa# niuad
in the debate, 1f mot also to the comments made by the Commission.

It goes without saying that we would be interested im their reply".
‘

su, it ;a not my intention or desire, even 1:‘ you weuw
have been so kind as to ul’léw 11:, ’ta}’rytél,r to the speeches which

|

have been made by various delegations. In our view this matter 7f
@

Soid A vt Niis Wited Nations ;nd.-nnr_ stand on the legal

? issues involved does not permit us té enter yltefirfid into the

merits or demerits of the report mor to go into any eonufid '

examination of the statements made by delegations. Since we take

our stand on the juridieal position and Shebitory vabed to discuss

substance, our attitude has been, and I have no doubt still is,



interpreted by many !‘m‘ mean thnt wc have no case, or at fiuu not

amod case, to put forvard on this speeific qm‘t;m.v :tn e
'-me.g-,'m, iai m‘ say that mm«@m ve mfig me mm ‘-

i ryhum, if the mmma had pornitted 3t, thanto have
:

wgm w mumn on tfihfi dlnlflma mm, on the

philosophy underlying this pauey and on what 1t hopes to .wm.."
';But, m. Mm; thu I mmt do = ut hut mt hwg - rw thn ’

:
mm whichI Mve upw.,m But I do vant to saythis now.
"rm notwithstanding themamx:m inherent in South gmw;

|

:

mb:m and the possidiemistakes floving farth rm: the muz» o
ax human uttm, vhut we tmmular hupn n.fiw bn “huvd !.a th-

v,-udviu be to_hq&_p @:fl mm to bea mlq vith M&. SA -

thm&lns, in th&r ‘m.tm, in t’Mrkm way of life and m

|

that that M‘m- St 4 m that matter for ‘awhoav am <
-

a mph who \f:tn t‘wa tm mxmu« of the new m v:uzh

k

confidence and w&th a mu of mmuy :flmt tm:.vn

‘

nuu/é(&)
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tnd adrmfi t‘hn lcrgsr emunity of which t!my faru a wt.

ay fwllwina thu tra&itioml muey ané hy mnising

m bahminx the mmasea of all racial groups, uatw.u tm

; rrsmork at this wliae«y,e 1n gouth M‘rim hopo te uu in

|

man‘ qwhfiW
|



| nfimmufinufiem th@ eondennatory sM«Wfi which
'

havo hun M& m tm: m-mnlutim over the ycart, py Government

. ‘andny mpla are mt afraid nf the nrdiet of mstm and mch

|

that we now do, and for which we alone pay the bill, will in the
be acknowledged as a positive contribution

V% SRR e DERPEN PRI ;,-_.‘ by a

world seeking a m;:!.y to the problem of peaceful and practical

wmstem.
The Indian anlmm has 1m1toa ne to speak mywaken

 the temr of the debate, As I have uxa, I am not going to do

tm...' uawwar 1 do vent to say to him that m delegation ms,

mctimuy frm the inception of the United Mtiom, pursm a

vamtea nmimt the Union of South M‘riu v!z:lch hu ngain t‘ouud

expression in the speech which he m mda m tm: Committee lfim :

in the m’mmtim which has been mptm - a resolution which has
|

been sponsored by many countries of tho’ Arab-Asian bloe, but m

the formulation of which we have no doubt, India played the
»

leading role. Ve shall leave the Intias auignKhon v Al ol
nrweeupatiom but I hope they llifi rid themselves of any mt'icn.
that the Bantu of &onth Africa regard themy as the liberators of

00/8



Africa and as the friends and protectors of Bantu aspirations.

fuch a notion would be 111 conceived and dangerous as well as

um‘enl.utie.

To the delegate of Pakistan I wwlé say that I regret

;
ninmaly tlm nmah which hn has made, hath in its tm and

&
mtagt. -

Bot unly ny aclmtien but I am sure th- nzm‘zty of

Pakistanisand people of Pakistani origin in -mmamm will

not appreciate either m he said o hoy he said it. -
mtainly nmsemd no terviu % the good mfihu :fiwm
between our respective Memmts.

And mv, m.3come ta theand, &a“i Mu 'Md*b‘o’ch 2

!.n the semul debate and in this m:ttu, tmmfi Afrieca !au for

!

.mny years fluimxu puam and :-ntmint md replied with
.

courtesy and forebearance to the attacks which have been launched

against her. But these attacks, Mr. Chairman, hold in themselves
an 'lm't which is Mnmly dangerous and which mtyh guarded

against, namely, that of ineltement tending to upset ;rhzdrofl law

and good govermment. That is what this kind of intervention, in

_contravention of Article 2(7) eventually meanse ny adopting this

oe/9



rotolution, this caunlttqa hn; laut 1ta uutherity to au‘nalurc
which can do no xo@d bnt nortainly aan ofi 1neu1na1nhme hnml. Ir

anyhudy'nuffdru as a rnuult of aueh incitement, it will not h.vtht.»:i
members of this CommitteeWho voted in favour of this resolution
bnt-innwccnt paoplnlrar wwuy,'vhé are being used as pawns ina
mw um.eh ve not only rugurd as wmmtoa but even asucklou.v

:

It nny'bu said - und ylamtbuoflnu will be said- thst 1n erdar t@ h:

‘ulnthmd vith the authnritr of the United nitinna,th&: ruealmtndatinn

will ab’ot.dvfih ‘cuuvtaé hw-tha Asaamb&y zn'planary;gasainn where

the sdriht-ofit nniaritr rule will apply. It iuyvho - or i* Il!>k
’mt be = that the mamtm will be mwm but tmt, azr, w.n

only ehnnca the situation 1u a ioahn&enl sense. What tho au:oritr

of member states of the fiwm Nations Organisation r«u is

'eahaalad in this fina.noitnzeatr has secured the ;prrovnl of

.dqlcgntiona. ?his means that a nu}nrity of tha lafiot unnbernhip

et'khp aetihfi ¥ations Organisation cautinnua to feel that th&u.

flagran‘é intervention in South Africa's domestic affairs is

justified.
My Govermnment is &éripprpviagnnitbfi to accept this

position or to acquiesce in ite



| - 10

Many leaders of South African delegations over the past

nim; years have mm/~mimt the results of continued intervention

in ei§scfid~:rfid affairs - or for that matter, th- domestic affairs

g erany other member suu. |As far back as 1946 Field Marshal Smuts

in speaking on the Indtan mme said this and I quotes

 *This matter - the qmtmg of UNO's right to intervene in the
|

domeorts sPintve oF 5 meslie shite '+ fo dhe taet 15 VML B e -
whole ‘émmty of the United Nations Gr@niutmn, and if ignored

or W‘&y mzm,, may vell threaten thn Organisation itself

arart from the repercussions yfif@zt and probably vould result in

the countriesof mry m of us.

|

It is my earnest snMaéion to.

you, sald Pleld Marshal fuuts, that it is mot merelya question
|

~affecting tn@im in %ath M‘riu, or the immediate relations

between the Government of India and the Union of ntfios Africa,
:

importantas they are. It 4s 8 question Wiioh traticends ok

momentary 41fferences and affects the functions of all Governments,
if not indeed the very future of this Organisation, and ultimately,

the prospects of peace in tha'wwld*; He continueds "The way in

which thi# issue is wl@ will not merely hnv# its own repercussion

for the Union of fouth Africa today. Other states, great or small,

es/11
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may be faced widN 1L Sonsrres nnd'm, 17 4y 4 to be m.:na'

in favour m’ the Jurisdiction or the United Nations Organisation,

find their ponitim in this mpniution impossible and intalm‘bh.

'

m:'y state has its internal wnruets and policles in which it

'

cannot subordinate its own deeision to that of an international
, érmiutm_n.“

what myia Marshal Smuts said then in relationto the

Indian complaint is true of the mttwrm.m aiguniaiou; as

it ;a true nf.w matter which :lnfrium the mstni@ty of any

mber statee

Ey delegation can only hope 'tmt in a matter of such

vital concern to the future of the United Nations, all those who
“hawe Hhe o1t being ‘ut this world wm.mm at m will

prevail on others to peuse and to reflect soberly on ,thq' course

which 1: ho:ing rouom ’m think of thn principh of

universality vhih almdy m old mhou - hoth boloming té

that smell group which responded when the United Nations called for

concerted United maitfi action inm = find ‘hfiht positions in

the United Nations being made untenable for them, is nk ’m‘!‘l-etian‘

whh_ah does not require elaboration.
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In summing up the position of my Government, I have

been instructed to inform the Committee that the Union Government

»relga;'a in a most serious light the enquiry into the legislation

of the Union which resulted fm previous resolutions and which

vill now no doubt continue. The c’nefinuo"" ammqri that such

anqairy constitutes the most flagrant et all mnpln of

tumgrauion of Article 2(7) of the chartor, which no mx

respecting sovereign state can tolerate. Patience hi: been
exercised in the ho’pa‘ that wiser boumaia would pma'u' but ‘t):ht'

hope has not been realised. As I_ have st&tgd,, South Africa is

no longer prepared to accept thii positian. After very serious

consideration my MQMt h&ieiiewrdingly -deiécd to recall

the South African Delegation and also’ the ?ammt Reprgunt#ti’v‘o
to the United Nations from the ,;m.ge session. The msid‘out

and the 8aerotary~oamra1 will 'ba w mromd

4 thnnk yma, Mre mm, a.nd al.se ny wnma in tMa

Committee for your courtesy in allowing me %o m.ka this statement.
|


