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sir, |
I regret to be informed by you today that your

, wm:u:mmmumiu
dulagetiin Lron 1he Geueil Asasnhly sad $45 Pupsinint
Repressutative frou the United Hations for the ressinder
of the current session of the Assembly because of the

vote in the Ad Hoc Political Committee today. _
Id-mlwmmmmnmmtm,mkmm‘

with you and your Délegation in the past and I hope to
Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.




9th November, 1955.

Your Exeellency,

Pursuant to the statement I made today in the
Ad Hoe Political Committee, I have the honour to inform you
that the South African Delegation to the General Assembly
has, on the instructions of my Government, been recalled for
the remainder of the current session of the Assembly.

This step has been taken in the light of today's
voting in the Ad Hoc Political Committee. The reasons why my
Government, much to its regret, has been impelled to take this
action are outlined in my statement to the Ad Hoc Political
Committee, & copy of which I enclose for your information.

: ~ In taking my leave, may I express to you my
appreciation of the courtesy which you, Sir, and the other
office holders in the Tenth General Assembly have at all times

extended towards my Delegation. = :

, Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurances
of my highest consideration. e : :

PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE.

His Excellency Sr. José Maza,
President of the General Assembly,
Uqéted Nations,

NEW YORK 17, N,Y.




Mr. C:hﬁirm, 7
‘ _ We now have before us the resolution finally adopted by

this Committee on "rhe Question of Race Relations im the Uniom
of South A.friénnq | ‘Xt» is a mmlnﬂm smmraq by Afghanistan,
Bolivia, Burma, Egypt, Bthiopia, Haiti, India, Indonesia, Iran,
Iraq, Iebanon, Liberia, Pakistan, Philippines, ﬁ#udi Arabia, Syria 7
and Yemen, and nﬂnﬁtad by a mjority of 2_{ votes to 7 votes with
2] SRR

The Delegation of the Union of South Afriea naturally
did not and ecould not vote in favour of the resolution for thh_
mum 'tlmt, once again, tha_ adoption of a resolution on a matter “
whwh falls essentially within the domestic jwtadictim of ny
country can, for us, only have one meaning and that is that, once
again, the provisicns of the Charter aa’ c@ntaim in Aﬂiclo 2(7)
have been contravened and that our rights, as a member state have
been denled to us. |

Mr. Chairman, South ifrica's position in relation to this

article of the Charter has never been an ambiguous one. Through all

these difficult years - practically since the ,:lnm;itien of the

selR




mm Nations = South Africa has stood firm im what hm, also

today, sincerely buiiévas that article to m'n-‘» What we believe |
that article to mean is what the Founders of this Organisation

sald it meant. And 1t 1s on that particular understanding of the
meaning and scope of the article that ve sigm. the Charter and
&om menbers of this maniéation. At the recent
 session at fan Franciseo South Arrioﬁ'u .mnuur of 'ﬁfxﬁrml -:;t‘fu-in
made it elear thet to his _nind ﬁoﬁth ifrica would not haﬁ As’ign’o& i
the Charter nor would m. .&onth asi-xem Parliament mvi apyroved

of membership on any other basis.

We know that, since 1946, many rnalﬁtium- have been =

méyd, not ohly en Bouth Afriea’s domestis affairs but also on
those of other eauntrins:, wlueh sought tg give an int.rpﬂtatien
to this article at variance with what the Founders intended it ,tﬁ
be and with a clear intention to arrogaete to the Assembly the
right to intervens in matters which fall uamnuly)vum»tm :
domestic jurisdietion of & mnbar-stati.
The South African Dtlng@tien has consistently opém.d
such claims, and such attempts, each time tm were made., In
1949 and again recently, at the Sen Francisco session, the South
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African Minister of Fxternal A;:mﬁs thoroughly mm:lm and
c;lmly re-stated ktht case m ch§ warﬂdiﬁg upﬁrtaﬁei of
—Artielo 2(7) and gmm the &ttﬁptn which m-’ Vae'ﬁcnl Assembly
had mﬁa, and tm wm,eh this cmittu has tmy persisted, to uk. .
thn arnele aubnwtm‘t to avthu- nmiaim of tha clnrtor and i
wore upoaially ta tha pwvisim rmtm to human r:zhta, as
embodied in Artiula '55 « On ‘b@th aemium ho y:midad'tho

. numm-y pmf that the f*wndoﬂ of t!'m mmx !htimu in 19‘6
 had upmsly ttipuhtod that Article 55 uoum not pm!.t meh

~ -f interference and he rmnad that the Mttn eoncerned had

‘ docidod to :laclm!t in the ramrdl an mtamnutiu statement
“eonmning the mnmg of ivtiere ss, n em ronmm wardu

"‘x*ho mmbers of emitt_n 3 of Masian 2 are

in full agreement that nothing contained uz

 Chapter 9 can be construed as giving authority

%o the Ornniution to interfere in tha
domestie atfairs of uubemtntu“

This interpretation was later accepted hy the em;fcmnm T

in mdmry session.

We have nothing to add to what has been so often and so »

clearly stated. Nothing that has been said, also in this dﬂdn,
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by those who wish to detract from the gfvcrri,ding‘qmlity of
_Article 2(7) has caused my delegation to consider that there is
any uli'dity in im eié.tmi n# arguments which _thcj have ‘aﬂvm. |
The authority of chance mjérlties and the Mldiﬁg up of spurious
k‘uul law, not on legal grounds but mnl,y ou the bui: of |
polit&e;l uxpgdmm and sentiment cannot, in my ‘dalagntiou'e
~oplnion, emasculate the conditions under which membership was
originally aecepted. South Africa has ABerefore not found any
mnén, on this 10@1; .umt, ‘t-n vary in any respect the position
m;mh‘sm has aimrs maintained. As I have said in w mtux o |
statement to this Committee, our position m@im unchanged, our
arguments stﬂl.sm and thcy are still valid. Ve hnn o
therefore msf our vote accordingly. |

However, Mr. Chairnan, 37 States have voted differently

and have expressed their approval of the terms of a resolution

which will have the effect that a recommendation will be made to

the General Assembly, in plenary session, once more to intervens
in a matter which falls essentially within the domestic jurisdiction
of my countrye. In the plenary this recommendation by the Committes

will require a two-thirds majority in order to be passed.




My delegation has nmot participated in the general
ddbﬂ;c on tha report of the 8wt¢.,»m;§ Maaion rnr» the rnsm
iead 4o cun b Sk ny ik it et B

;t haa emﬁ to ny attention that scﬁ members of the

Committee and more speeifically the distinguished delegate of India,

have expressed the hope that my delegation would return to the V

Committee, mot only to cast its vote but, and I quote from the
speech of the Indlan dcl.gata: "that they will also emn_to
exercise their figm of mp!.y, to poinﬁ t‘ha;t‘ nay haia been raised l
in the ﬁcmta, if not also to the Mnts made by th&;c‘e_mis;a:lpa. 3
It goes without saying that we would bcyinzaraaeoévig,tnnxr r.plyf;
Sir, it is not my intention or desire, even if you would
have been 80 ksm as to all#v 15 to @11 to the s#n«hn which |
have been made by various delegations. In our view this matter \
does not concern the United Hat-ﬁam ajmé»om- stand on the legal
issues involved does not permit us ie enter diroetly into the
merits or demerits of the report mor to go into any detailed
examination of the statements mede by delegations. Since we take
our stand on the juridieal position and therﬁforo refuse to discuss

substance, our attltude has been, and I have no doubt still is,




“x
Eherpotel Ny Wiy % Nesit that Wlavs 0 bsse, o At Toauh n¥
'a» good case, to put forvard on this specific qmu;m. In tmt -
‘matter, Sir, let me say that nothing vould have given me PSR
plmm, ir tha uirmma’ had anntd “’, thm ,§a have
mgm;md ny colleagues m émt ‘tpnrtma Mna, on the
‘philosophy underlying tm; policy and m ﬁmt it hopes to gma‘.... -
But, ln'. Mm, tm I cannot do - at 1-ut mt hnn - mr tm
& e 1 mre .xpuzm nm I do vant to say this nowe.
 That notwithstanding the amzmma inherent in South Africa's
problems and the possible mistakes floving forth from the rmn_i.i
of m pature, what ve sincerely hope will ha um.a in the

end will be to help the Bantu to be & people vith pride in

themselves, in their heritage, in their own way of life and all

that that means for them - and for that lmtt‘nr for anybody else -
a people who win fnm the umlm‘tiu ar the new agc with

confidence and with a umu of mmibuity tmrﬂ: thnn).vn

Ty 0/6(‘)




- 6(a)

and towards the larger community of which they form a parte

| By folloving this traditional poliey and by harmonising
and balancing the interests of all racial groups, within the
framework of this policy, we in South Africa hope to live in

peace together.




Notwithstanding all the condemnatory speeches which
‘ hav& huenfmudq $n1th;s'Orgunia;tian over the years, my &avarnueaxl“‘v
van@ ny p-apia aré nét ufrﬁid oflihc verdict @f history and much
.’that we now do, and for which we alone pay the bill, will in tha
be acknowledged as a positiv tritin
world seeking a reply to the pr@bleu'ef peaceful and practical
co-existence.
!hd Indian diltgat&‘@mﬁ inritné me to speak my mind on
_ the tenor of the debate, As I have said, I am not going to do
this. Hbﬁuver T do want to say to him that his aelogation:hgs,
'pncetiealmy'frun the inception of theyuhitad n&tiong, yurs&md a
vamtfa aéa:imt the Union of South Africa which has -igain rém
axpressienlin the speech which he has mnda in ﬁhia Committee and
in the resolution which has been adopted - a resolution which has
been sponsored by many eountries of the Arab-Asian bloe, butjin'

the formulation of which we have no doubt, India played the

leading role. We shall leave the Indian delegation to their own

preoccupations but I hope they will rid themselves of any notion
that the Bantu of South Africa regard them as the liberators of

00/8




Afrieca and as the friends and protectors of Bantu aspirations.
fuch a notion would be i1l conceived and dangerous as vell as
: Mmzxe.

To the delegate of Pakistan I muld n.& thgt I regret
a:lnmly tht apnch which h- has made, bath .‘m its tm and
contents Fot only my dtlﬂ”tiw but I am sure the nmﬂty of

Pakistanis and people of Pakistani origin in South Africa will

not appreciate either what he said or how he said it. He

| mrttninly rendered no service to the good relations matm
b‘o&-_m our m;mu« Governments . ‘

. And m, m-. t m ta t!n end, As I i‘nﬂ'ma*&th
&a the mmral debate and in this Committee, South Afrieca !als for
; uny years exercised putium and restraint md' replied with
' courtesy a;ﬁd rmmm to the attacks which have been launched
sgainst her. But these attscks, Mr. Chairman, hold in themselves
an .'lm't which is mmly dangerous O.M' which must be guarded
gg@imt, namely, that of incitement tending to upset erdar'; law
'am good government. That is what tm§ kind af mte&-mmn, in

contravention of Article 2(7) eventually means. By udopti_.ng. this

o/




| r«cmtion, this cmutw hu ltmt 1ta antherity to a ﬁtm

~ which can do no good hnt mwtainly m ﬂa inemlcahbh Mm« o -
anybeay suffoﬂ as a mult of suela incitement, it will mt be the
members of this Committee who voted in favour of this ‘mqmion

but xnnbeont people far away, who are being uma gs pewns in a

mr vh:&ah we not only rcgard as unwarranted but mu as rcckluvc.i :
It my be n.té - ﬁnﬁ mﬂoubtoaly will be sald - thst :ln order te h.

| clothed r&th the mtmity of the United nationu, this remnﬂatm |
will have to be s'mmm b;y the Assembly in plemary session where
the two-thirds m:arity rule will apply. It may be = or it .n&
mt be = that the resoclution wu‘l be Mutad but tmt, Mr, wn}.
only ehum the simum in a t-whn&al sense. What tho mzority
of member states of the United Nations Organisation r-nu is
omhoéiqa in this resolution and has secured the appréul of
delegations. This means that a majority of the total iareidp
of the United Nations Organisation continues to feel that this

flagrant intervention in South Africa's domestic affairs is

jmu_ried; ’

My Government is no longer prepared to accept this

position or to acquiesce in it




: = 10
Many leaders of South African delegations over the past

nine years have urnodiaggimt the results of continued intervention

in our domestic afraii*s = or for that matter, the domestic affairs

i ar’kmy aﬂwrmbgt M&tm Igd ru-hgkib 19‘06 ?iom Marshal Smuts
in speaking on he Indias eampliini said this and I quotes

| - “Thig Qatta» - the gquestion of UNO's right to intervene in the - 
domestie affairs of a member state - is one ihat is vim té the
ﬂhoh 'e;ompt of the United Hations wmautmn, and if ignored

or wmly decided, may v§11 threaten the Grun&natm itselfl

amrﬁ from the repercussions thﬁt uy and probably uéuld roau},i in
the countries of mry m of us.“ It is my earnest inbn&aﬁiou to
you, sald Field Marshal cmuts, that it is mot merely a question |
affecting xnﬂm in South Afriea, ex?' the immediate relations
between the Government of India and the Union of South Afriea,
mmm as they are. It is s question vhieh transcends our
momentary differences and affects the functions of all Govermments,
if not indeed the very future of this Organisation, and ultimately,
the prospects of peace in t-ho world”, He continueds "The way in ‘
which this msuﬁ is solwd will not merely have its own repercussion
for the Union of couth Africa today. Other states, great or small,
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may be faced with it tomorrow and may, if 1t is %o be Mamv
in favour of the 3mmmnanioz the United Nations Organisation,
find thelir poaiticm in this Organisation impossible and :lp.tolmblu_.
Mry state has its :mtafml eonflicts and policies in which it
cannot sumimtq its own deeision to that of an imemt:laml
organisation.”

What r-:pi.a Marshal Smuts said then in relation to the
Indian complaint is true of the matter dei um‘m; as
it ';s true of any matter which infringes the amami@ty of any

member state.

My delegation can only hope tmt in a matter of such

vital ooneers te the future of the United Nations, all those who
have the well being of this world organisation at heart will

prevail on others to pause and to reflect soberly on the course
which is bo:lng folloved. Te think of th. prs.miplc of

universality while almﬂy uo ald sllebee - mw bolmxng %
that small group which responded when gh- United Nations called for
concerted United Wations action mmea = find tﬁe.tr positions in
the United Nations being made untenable for them, is a ra!‘laetioak

which does not require elaboration.
se/12




- 12
In summing up the position of my Government, I have

been instructed to inform the Committee that the Union Government
regard in a most serious light the enquiry into the legislation

of the Union which resulted from previous resolutions and which

will now no doubt continue. The Yovernment considers that such

enguiry constitutes the most flagrant of all examples of
transgression of Artiele 2(7) of the Charter, which no self
respecting sovereign state can tolerate. patience has ﬁoen
exerclised in the hope thnt wiser counsels would prevail but that
hope has not been realised. As I have stated, South Africa is
no longer prepared to accept this positian- After very serious
consideration my Government have accordingly decided to recall
the South African Delegation and also’tha Permanent Rnprgaantativc
to the United Nations from the present session. The President
and the 8aeratarybﬂannra1‘w111 bo‘soyinrornng.

I thank you, Mr. Chairman, and also my eénmgis 2 e

Committee for your courtesy in allowing me to mak§ this statement.




