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TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE BOARD BUREAU DE L ASSISTANCE TECHNIQUE

Secael - UNITED NATIONS

OFFICE OF THE RESIDENT REPRESENTATIVE

P. O. BOX 24 - MOGADISCIO - SOMALI REPUBLIC

Iith April,I96I.

Dear Mr. Hammarskjold,

I arrived here on the 27th March. Incidentally, although
I had intimated that my passage may be booked any day from the 22nd garch and
that Iwanted to leave Dacca on the I7th March s owing to some confusion , no
booking was available and I had to make my own arrangement and pay for the
passage.The service being weekly, the earliest air booking I could get was on
the hight of the 25th, whieh 1 availed myself of,I had returned to Dacca from

4 4 i
New York on the ;4mh March and I took the minimum possiblefiime to packrp and

send my pbrsonal effects by sea to Karachi,
2.1 have finished my official calls on the President , the Prime
Minister , the ministees and the members of the foreing missions, except the

Russians and the Chinesej the Russians were too busy with their mission to find
time till tocay. About the Chinese I believe the position is that not being
admittec into United Nations we cannot officialyy recogn1se them or call on ther
I may be instructed if I have to meet them. They ;;iénd to come to Somalla in a
sizable number. It seems both the U.S.S.R and Red China want to make their EE&ESE
presence felt in Somalia. The recent visit of the Russian delegation created
some stir but not as much as cuould be expected and there was no tangible result
but for ew points mentioned in the communique.issued jointly.The question
remains to be seem how far these pious wishes materialise.T-alking to thePrime
ﬂihister‘, I gathered that he was in favour of a policy of nonalignment, with
which one could not disagree, neutraiity having become a fetish,msx no longer

a fashion, now.I do not think $malis,who are fairly shrewd politicians,will be
easily taken in by anybody.For the present,what is likely to happen is asome-
what prononounced expression of anti-colonial feeling,The impression I gather is
that itm has been dinned into the ears of Somalis,and they have been influenced
by it, that the colonial powers have pursued a deliberate policy of neglecting
their education and training on prpper lines in order to keep themm backward.
In fact, one is amazed to find an utter lack of personnel with any technical
training among Somalis.In administration too there is a great dearth of qualifie
Somalis.If Somalisation of services is taken in hand, and I think rapid-ity is
the key to the problem,a really big effort is to made to train Somalis in every
sphere. I am afraid it would be difficult to find quickly Somalis with adequate

educational backhround to be put on the training programmes.

3.The Prime Minister and some of the other ministers are very

annoyed with I.C.A.In fact,they are in favour of insisting upon the transfer of
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of some of their officers., I have been able, after some difficulty, to persuade
the Prime Minister not to insist on this and he has accepted the proposal that
all the faxsxgmm technical staff of the foreign missions may work with the
ﬁission 1 am heading and plans for development may be put through thés "Mission
to the Government for approval.It looks an easy enough solution on the face of
it but there may be a lititle hitch for the Russians are also likely to ask for
being associated with the deve lopment planning we are undertaking.I do not know
what would be thefeaction of U.S.A. Ambassador for I have not talked to him,
If he objects to this it would create complications,Personally, I think it is
far better that all the forei’a aid giving agencies should work under this
Mission to produce a wedl coordianted development plan, both short term and
long term programmes im which each country assists , in consultation with
the Government, to implement in the manner best suited to the interest of
Somalia. Otherwise , there will be the danger of ;gch country going its own
way. If this scheme works satiafactorily, it will’a new xxtamw venture which may
" be followed elsewhere and may possibly reduce the tension one sees in Africa
and Asia.I am anxious that the relations between I.C.A. ancd the Somali Govern.
ment are improved so that the latter may makem full use of the large number of
technical staff and the resources the I.C.A. have. In fact, that is the only
organisation wxkx which has done some substantial Survey work and is in a
position to help immediately, which this country needs.I would like to know
if T should proceed on these lines or drop the idea,

4,1 will send a‘full reporf of my discussions with all those I
have met after I have finished ihm receiving the return calls from the embassies,
This will be fénished in this week I suppose. In these return calls I discuss
more precisely the intereste which these embassies can show in the development
of Somlia. ;

5. The problems of Somalia are maniflod and above all it is easewt
essential to set up departments which function with reasonable efficiency. For
the present, the position is that things do not move at all unless the Prime
Minister intervenes.I am lokking into this and I hope I will be able to give
a8 report on this sometime next week.

6 .U.A.R. Ambassador has requested me to participate in the
observance of the deathx anniversary of the late Mr Kamaluddin s & member

of the Advisory Council and say a few words on behalf of U.N.The Prime Minister

is making a speech. I wqudd like to be advised if I shouléd do so, It may be

\
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better if the Secretary General were to send a message and I were to read it.
The anniversary will be observec by the U.A.R. embassy on the I7th April.The

decesedxwasxaxa was an Lgyptian national.

6. I am sorry for the poor typing as I am not an adept in it.

With best wisljes.

Yours sincerely,

My

( M.Azfar.
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P,0. Box 24

Mogadiscio, 2 May 1961

Dear Mr. Hammarskjold,

I propose to go to Mecca for pilgrimage. I shall
therefore appreciate it very much if you will kindly let
me avail of fifteen days of earned leave with effect from
19 May 1961.

You may kindly send a reply by cable,

Yours pincerely,

\/4} /////

Muhammad Azfar

Mr. Dag Hammarskjold
The Secretary-General
of the United Nations
New York
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Magadiscio.

27th June, I96I.
Dear Mr., Hammarskjold,

I did not write to you earlier because I had been expecting
your instructions which I received two days before I left for the Haj and the
Prime Minister and some of his ministers had been visiting some of the African
countries, in connection with the conference at Moravia,and some of the continental
countries, particularly Russia and Czechoslavakia in connection with development
loans.I will not bother you with details of the agreements for these hac been
published already in full in papers before the Prime Minister left these countries.
But I summarise below my own tentaive conclusions, which I have been able to form
after faifly long though informal talks with the Prime Minister, the Foreign
minister and other officials and ministers who had participatecd in the discussions
leading to the conclusion of these agreements. I have key also had a fairly long
and illuminating & interview with the President of the Republic;
( I ) The Brime Minister had some kind of misgiving about t¥gc%ttitude of the
Italian Government about him. You are probably aware of the/that last year the
Italian Administration had fg tried to intervene in the selection of the Prime
Minister and hacd backed the greSent Foreign Minister fortk the post of Prime Mimis
Minister but did not succeed. The Prime Minister had a feeling that the Italian
authirities had been trying for one reason or another to delay the implementation
of the agreement about fimancial assistance to Somlia.The first agreement was
reached about payment of the entire deficit upto the end of I960. Even though this
agreement was arrived at last year in August,through the good offices of the United

Nations,no payment had been made and the Bill authorising this and other grants

for 196’1 has not yet gone throewgh the Italian Parliament.In fact, in his important
speech which the Prime Minister was going to make in the Somali Parliament on the
30th April he was inclined to make a rather disparaging reference to this delay.
I had requested him to reconsider the matter for it would put the back of the
Italian Government up and might raise opposition to the grant which was being
considered by the Italian cabinet at that time.We also persuaded the Italian

( acting ambassador)to reassure the Prime Minister of the determination of the
Italian Government to make good its promise.This was done a few days before the
Prime Minister's speech and he made a}reference to this promise in rather nice
words.The matter had not yet been taken to the Italian Parliament.Italirn

cabinet may well have their own difficulties of procedure but the fact remmir
that § fairly sizeble dues remain to be paid to the Somalix creditors who no V¢
must be bringing pressure on the Somali govenment for quick payment of thei
standing»dueizThe»Priye”ﬁ&nister had to cut down expenditure drastically ox
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current budget. This was a courageous act but its pschological effect has been bad.
Incidentally, he was very happy about the very prompt payment by the U.K. govrnment
of their share of the subsicy. He was particularly happy about the British government
not allocating any specific sums for any particular purpose thereby leaving the
Somalixx government a free hand in epending it. This will have its peculiar reaction
with which I would not bother you in this letter but discuss in another letter which
I will write to you later giving you an idea of the problem of Somaliaié deficits in
future.What is important to note here is that in view of the quick payment by the
U.K. the Italian delay does not carry conviction with® the Somalis in general and
the Prime Minister as well.This coupled with the delay in/tggﬂim & xa “§§?n:%§ the
E@Sxk I.C.A. schemes, to which I referred in the last letter, and the reluctance of
the U.S.A. to undeetake any liability to pay for the normal deficit in Somalia's
budget , as far as I can make out,impellecd the Prime Minister to seek assistance

from the eastefn block. I could gather from the Hussian Ambassador in ealy ¥ay that
the Prime Minister was more or less insistent on visiting Russia in ™ay. whichks he
found a bit di€ficult to arrange at short notice.Piecing these things together,it
seems that the Prime Minister was anxiuos well before the Referendom,to be held in
June ,to get some assistance from other than the western block to be able to make a
good impression about his ahility to improve the economy of Somalia. He has been able
to get a loan of 47 million roubles from Russia, besides a grant for a 100 bed hos-
pital and a new radio station and possibly a few big state farms( the détails are!

to be worked out by a Russian mission which will be visit$img Somalia shorily) The
Czech mission concluded an agreement two days back for granting to Somalia a loan

1,500,000 pounds sterling for purchase of plants and machinery from thst country

by lecember 1963. These large lﬁzns , at 23% interst to be paid for mostly, if not
; S
entirely, in Somali currenc§1make an impressive showing.What makes the, attractive to

Somalis is that the interets are 1less tahn % of thefate of D.L.F. loans, which
theugh sanctioned about two years back have not yet been utilised. What the Somalis
do not appreciate are the difficulties quite natural in democratic countries in giving
loans and grants for which there are a large number of claimants throughout the
world.All the same , some thoghg need to be givnnro the special problems of very
underdeveloped countries like Somalia, with very meagre resources.

(2 ) I do not think there is any incication of real change in the policy of
neutrality.But there is no doubt that these recent negaetiations have given a fair
start to the eastern blockTin an area where so far it was quite unknown. Yﬁgt is=X%
important xx to look out very cautiously at the actual terms of the contracts so that
the low rates of interest are not whittled away by by higher charges for plants and
that the loans are put to productive uses so that the country can repay the loans by

increased productivity. It is here that the planning we are doing may come into the




3

picture. I woulc¢ like to know whether we should give our candid views about the
manner in which)and the projectex on'which,these lﬁg:i”;re to be utilised. I ask

this question besause we may have to advise against )the proposed uses and this may

be misundeestood. Personally, I think this is necessary for all development loans
must be subjected to an overall ciscipline otherwise planning will harcly have any
real meaning.

2,.The refemrandom on the constitution was held on the 20th June. It went off well

and about 90 /% of votes were in favour of the constittion.In the North the voting was
in two provinces quite substantual againstkand in twe districts 2 to I against,the
constitution. The offfcial results will be published later on.The minsters and

members of the Parliament are busy canvassing for the election of the President

anc the Prime Minister.Most work in Government natwrally has come to?slow—down

and things will continue like this for two or three weeks.

Yours sincerely,




THROUGH:

FROM:

UNITED NATIONS (&) NATIONS UNIES
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

The Secretary=General Date:__3Q_June 19641

FILE NO.:

The Legal Counsel m—:‘

suBJECT: Somalia: Letter from Mr. Azfar of 27 June

1. You have asked for my comments on Mr. Azfar's letter
to you of 27 June. This memorandum is submitted pursuant to
that request.

2. I have followed Somali affairs rather closely in the last
year, and I think Mr. Azfar has presented a thoughtful and accurate
analysis of the present situation. As I have mentioned to you
before, the Italians, though wishing to retain their influence
in Somalia, have been employing delaying tactics probably in the
hope of forcing the Somali Government to grant them certain
concessions. Their delaying tactics, as Mr. Azfar points out, may
also be due to the fact that they have no confidence in the
present Prime Minister. They have not forgiven him for defeating
Abdullshi Issa, the present Foreign Minister, who was their
original candidate for the post of Prime Minister. It may well
be that the Italians were of the opinion that their inaction
might force unpopular decisions on the Prime Minister, so lessening
his chances of re-election in July under the new Constitution
recently approved in the referendum, and consequently leaving the
way clear for a new Government headed by Abdullahi Issa. Whether
or not this is a correct evaluation of Italian policy, Mr. Azfar's
letter makes it clear that it is what the Prime Minister thinks.
It also explains his shift from a strongly pro-Western attitude
towards the Eastern bloc which has taken prompt advantage of the
prevailing situation. The United Kingdom and the United States,
on the contrary, have not offered him sufficient support, and have
remained rather inactive because of their solidarity with Italy.

3. Mr., Azfar's letter raises two points on which he might
require further guidance. First of all he refers to the need to
give some thought "to the special problems of very underdeveloped
countries like Somalia, with very meagre resources." This is




clearly true. However, should we wait until a general plan for

all countries in this situation can be evolved, or should Somalia
be given earlier and special consideration? If you agree, as I
feel, that there are advantages to evolving a particular policy

in respect of Somalia, I would be pleased to suggest some ideas
when both of us have returned to Headquarters., When I was in
Somalia, the United Kingdom and United States ambassadors appeared
aware of the particular problems of Somalia and were inclined to
agree that assistance in their solution should, as a whole, be
channeled through the United Nations. Italy did not then share that
view and, given the present situation, any policy by the Secretary-
General favouring over-all United Nations control would probably
meet not only with the disapproval of Italy, but of the Eastern
bloc as well,

L+ The second point raised by Mr. Azfar concerns the need
to scrutinize the terms of contracts of assistance to ensure that
loans are put to productive uses, and that low rates of interest are
not in fact negated by high costs. Mr., Azfar wonders whether we
should give our candid views on the manner in which, and the projects
on which, loans are to be utilized. He believes we may have to
advise against some proposed uses, and that this may be misunderstood.
A very real problem appears to be involved here, which may determine
the real value of United Nations assistance to Somalia, I feel we
should not offer gratuitous advice on loans already granted for specific
projects. However, if the Government requests Mr. Azfar'!'s views before
the negotiation of such loans is completed he should comply. Furthermore,
in as far as loans are granted for unspecified purposes, it would
appear our duty, given the responsibilities for general planning entrusted
to the United Nations by the Government, to express an opinion on the
most advantageous use of the funds. If we adopted the contrary
position our main task in Somalia, which, in terms of our agreement
with the Government, is "to advise and assist... / it_/ ... in planning
and development matters", would be nullified.

5. In case you agree with the foregoéoing views, I have prepared
a draft letter to Mr, Azfar for your consideration.
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Magadiscio

Pated the 4th July,196I.

Dear Mr. Hammarskjold,

astonishing jubilation by the people.Inspite of the fact that the election of the
President and the formation of the Government are impending, the celebrations were
much more spontaneous and colourful than last year.

2. Your message was highly appreciated and was given the top
place in the newspaper among the messages received from other countries.The ﬁpreign
Ministry had reserved space for publishing it just below the President's message if
it could be received in the aakxyx early hours of the morning of the Ist July.This was
done on their own, without any suggestion from any of us.This is not at all surprising
for I do not think there is any other country where U.N. is held so universally in
such high esteem. They are conscious of the fact that U.N. has done a great deal for
them and is assisting Somalia in a generous manner,There is no reservation about,or
any criticism of, U.N. ii;guarter.ln his speech in April the Prime Minister had made
in the Parliament a special mention of the special xkx link of Somalia with U.N. and
about your persnal interest which was evidenced by kx the fact that you had sent a
personal representative.I did not communicate it to you then for it savoured of my
trying to get credit for creating a good impression about establishing the fact that
I was , #s the Prime Minister had mentioned, " atrue and sincere friend of Somalia ",

3.1 was happy that I did not create a Had impression for I was
agreeably surprised to find that not only the Government and the educated people but
also the common man knew your name and mentioned it invariably with affection and I
am very conscious , even somewhat obsessed occasionally by, thefact that I shoukd do
nothing which will impair the trust and affection people have for you personally.

Somalis by nature are very hospitable and fond of entertainment.Also,l was given to

understand that not only had the President come to attend the ﬁarties given last year

but had also thrown a big party last year on U.N. Day. “t was s in these circumstances
considered advisable to throw a party on the first anni?ersary of the Somali Rakix
Republic.The President who does not accept parties liked the idea of reception and
immediatey accepted the invitation,The idea of inviting the Somalisskaff and the U.N.
staff was a good one.Therz;iearly 40 members on the U.N. staff.They will get an
opportunity, which they raeely get, of meeting thé President and the members of the
cabinet and high Government officials.The latter will also get an idea of how large
the U.N. expert staff in Somalia is. I hopev the party tomorrow goes off well.

4. 1 nac given you in my last letter a brief resume of the
happenings in May and June and mentioned that there was no real change in the policy

of Somalia. This is borme out by the speech made by the Prime ™inister in his speech

in the Parliament. I am enclosing a brief summary of it. I think there will be some
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attempt made by the eastern block to intensify the propaganda against the colonial
policies still pursued amx by some countries of thewestern block with kk&x the tacit
support of some leading countries of the western block. Yeople in Africa, and Somalia
is no great exception, are not unlikely to influenced by such propaganda. Particularly,
the propaganda which will go down is the tardiness of the aid given by the western

block as against the quick and substantial assistance given byjthe eastern block with

particular emphasis on the educational and technical assistance to enable the Somali

people to raise thé}%ygggﬁﬁiggl skillx and living., The more I study the problems of

Somalia, in particular and Africa in general,the more convinced I get of the immediate
need of getting into operation an intensive training programme , specially the in_
service training, and the Opex assistance.This fact has invariably been emphasised in
every book and repott I have gone through.This programme needs personal discussion
%;%ﬁ the heads of U.N. agencies.I have found among the members of the UGovernment here
a realisation of the urgency of tackling this problem of utter lack of trained
personnel in every sphere with vigour and imagination. If you approve of this idea I
will devote my personal attention to this problem. The #elay in the arrival of the

Public Administration Adviser has been a great handicap in progressing this matter.

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,




Summary of an article published in "IL CORRIERE DELLA SOMALIA" 28,6,1961

STATEMENT OF THE PRIME MINISTER TO THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ON THE FOREIGN
ACTIVITY OF THE GOVERNMENT,

The National Assembly has reconvened on 27 June for the first time
since the constitutional Referendum, The Prime Minister expressed f® Government's
satisfaction at the manner in which the Referendum operations had been organised
and carried out and at the results obtained, It was the first time that a
Constitution submitted to a popular referendum had been approved with such
complete and unconditional confidence, He expressed the Government's and
the country's gratitude to those who had worked tirelessly to carry/ggccessfully
the referendum operations. The order and the discipline in which it has taken
place was proof of the efficiency of the police and armed forces and a guarantee
of national security.

The Prime Minister then turned to the conference the African Heads of
States held in Monrovia from 8 to 13 May, There the Somali Delegation had
occasion to explain to the African delegates how the Somali territory had been
artificially divided into five regions which now aspired to be reunited under
the same banner. The question of the border between Somalia and Ethiopia had
been brought forward following the incidents at Aiscia, Bio Anod, etc, when
innocent Somali populations had been cold-bloodedly slaughtered by Abyssinian
soldiers., The Conference had urged the Somali and Ethiopian Governments to
seekca solution to their dispute,

The question of Jibuti had been discussed in private meetings with the
Heads of African States belonging to the French Community., The aspirations of
the population of the Northern Frontier Province had also been considered.

The results of the Monrovia Conference, particularly from the political
point of view, had been very fruitful,

Following that Conference, a brief stay in Rome had allowed the Prime
Minister to oonfer with the President of the Council of Ministers, the Hon, Fanfani,
and to reaffirm the feelings of sincere friendship existing between the two countries,

When passing through Cairo, the delegation had been cordially received by
the Government of the United Arad Republic.

The Prime Minister went on to speak about his ¥isit to the Soviet Union
and the very warm welcome given to the Somali Delegation, Referring to the state-
ments he had made in the Soviet Union, he said the following:

" It was rather unpleasant for me to see that some of the declarations made
during my visit in Russia have been, unintentionally, I am sure, interpreted
erroneously, I am referring in particular to international news agencies
information which have been reproduced by the "Corriere della Somalia",
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It is not my intention to issue denials which might sound like
justifications; I only wish to specify that in my speech in Moscow and
in other places I have never said anything which might hurt or damage
the political and economic independence of African countries members
of the Commonwealth or of the French community, Also I have never said
anything which might be in the least contrary to the expressed desire of
neutrality of Somalia with respect to political commitment to international
blocks. »

The Somali delegation had had fruitful contacts with the highest Soviet
authorities., Medium and long-term loans and direct assistance to Somalia had
been discussed and a common point of view had been expressed on the most
important domestic and international problems.

In Czechodovakia also the delegation had been received with the greatest
cordialitys arrangements for loans amounting to So. Sh, 30 million had been
comeluded and signed soon after the delegation® return to Somalia.,

On its way back, the delegation had stopped in Cairo where it had met
with President Nasser, :

Somalia can count for the future on loans amounting to a total of
approximately half a milliard. This will enable the Government to implement
vast industrial and agricultural projects which would provide work for a large
number of unemployed and raise the general standard of living of the population.

Finally, the Prime Minister had received from the Italian and British Ambas-
sadors confirmation that their countries would subsidise the ordinary and extra-
ordinary budget of Somalia,

The Ambassador of the United States on his part had assured the Prime
Minister that his country would fulfil its engagements with respect to the
construction of the port of Chisimaio and the Ambassador of the German Federal
Republic had stated that in addition to the loan of So, Sh. 5 million, his
Government was ready to finance other projects for the development of Somali
economy .




U E T D NAT T ONS
Press Services
Office of Public Information
United Nations, N.Y.

(For use of information media -- not an official record)

Press Release SG/101L
3 March 1961

SECRETARY-GENERAL APPOINTS
REPRESENTATIVE TO SOMALIA

Secretary-Gencral Dag Hammarskjold announced today the appointment of

Muhammad Azfar of Pakistan as representative to Somalia. The appointment has been

—Eéde at the request of the Government of Somalia.

The role of the representative will be to head a mission of four experts in
the economic, financial, public administration and legal fields. This mission will
advise and assist the Somali Government in planning and development matters.

Mr., Azfar is expected to arrive in Mogadiscio in the latter half of March.

He has been serving as an official of the Government of Pakistan, most recently
as Chief Secretary (head of civil administration) of the Government of East Pakistan,

Mr. Azfar was born in Benares, India, in April 1909. He was graduated from the
University of Allahabad in economics, politics and English in 1929 and obtained his
M.A. in 1931. In the same year he also obtained his LL.B. and then spent two years
at Oxford in postgraduate studies.

In 1933 he joined the Indian Civil Service. After holding a series of
responsible posts in the former Government of British India, Mr. Azfar was appointed
Joint Secretary for Commerce, Labor end Industries in East Pakistan when Pakistan
became independent in 1947.

Between November 1948 and December 1954 Mr. Azfar was Home Secretary to the
Government of East Pakistan. In January 1955 he was appointed Political Resident
to the Northern areas and Joint Secretary, Ministry of Kashmir Affairs.

Mr. Azfar was Secretary of the Election Commission from November 1956 until
his appointment as Chief Secretary to the Government of East Pakistan in November
1958, & post he held until January of this year.

The Secretary-General's Personal Representative to Somalia was made an Officer
of the Order of the British Empire (OBE) in 1946 and was decorated with the
Sitara-e-Pakistan in 1960.

Mr. Azfar is married and has three sons,

¥ KRN ¥

Note: The Uif sent a technical assistance team of six experts to Somalia in June
1960 to provide aid in the fields of statistics, development planning,
housing, town planning and construction, and photogrammetry.
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8 May 1961

Dear Mr. Asfer,

Thank you for your informative letter of 11 April. You will have re-
ceived my cebled reply to the proposal mede in peragraph 3 thereof. Bowever,
I would like to take this opportunity to give a fuller explanation of my
reply, end to set out iy views on some of the other points reised by your
letter. :

I wvant to refer first to a guestion of United Hations protocol. We do
not want to give the impression that the United Hations is sttempting to
establish itself in the position of yet another embassy in Mogadiscio with
the functions of such. The post of Representative of the Secretary-Oeneral
is thus in a category by itself. BEvery effart should de made to avoid con-
Wmmmmnuuumwvﬁhmwam
head of & 4iplamatic mission sceredited to Nogadiscic, or that my Representa-
tive is necesssxily required to follow certain of the practices accepted among
diplomatic missions. While, therefore, it is most useful that you should ‘
establish personsl contacts with the heads of diplomstic missiocns in
Mogadiscio, some of whom will no doubt have an impartent part to play in
assisting Scmalis &t this stage of its development, such contacts should be
of an informel rather than "official” character. The policy just explained
would de fully in accordance with your role as my Representative in Scmalis,
vhere your chief function is to sct as adviser to the Uovermment in the
fields agreed upon, rather than to negotiate on & formal plane with the
representatives of Stetes. Such formel negotistion may only dbe undertaken
at the reguest of the Government end with my approval.

M. Mubsmmad Asfay
of the Secretery-General
of the United Naticns
¢/o Resident Representstive of the United Nations
Technical Assistance Board
Post Office Box 2h
Mogadiscio, Republic of Somalia
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Mogadiscio. umwwmmwmum
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your own initistive. However, should members of that mission meet you, or
mmmwm,lmmmmwmwmm-
mums&mzmumumcmum.
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programmes of assistence. mmmmwmm
the begimning. huunou,nmunn-u.'nmmwwm
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at the operstionsl level”. Our function is thus to advise and co-ordinate,
not to intervene or direct. Our responsibilities in the field of coordins-
mammtmtnmhn.mﬂmwabw
progrecmes . hlnﬂhw@h,%mdnhwﬂcm}mc
mamvm«mmnmnamw,
put this is sbout as far as we can go. If weo got too imvolved with them
mammxmuthmmmwmwmm
wamm,mammu'm‘,wm
to our coperations also.

xmmcﬁnmmmwummmm
trends in Scmalia. I most thovoughly agree with your viev tlat every
mmh“u‘mmnMuMum
responsible technicel and administrstive posts. I hope you will keep me
mnmmwwmcwnmmtmuw




fields, and that you will eonsult me before taking eny specific setion
with political significance.

Yours sincerely,
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Dear Mr. Azfar,

Thank you for your most informative letter of June 27th. It conveys
a clear picture of the situation in Somalia. I look forward to receiving
your further letter on the problem of Somalia's budget deficitse

You have pointed to the need of giving special attention to the
particular problems of very under-developed countries like Somalia with
extremely limited resources. This is a matter which we have under study,
and on which I will communicate with you further. I wonder, however, if some
of the under-developed countries concerned should not take a certain measure
of the initiative in this themselves?

You have also pointed to the need for scrutinizing the terms of contracts
of assistance with Somalia, to ensure loans are put to productive uses and
that low rates of interest are not in fact negated by high costs. In this
connexion, you have requested my views on the extent to which you should give your
candid views on the manner in which, and the projects on which, loans are to
be utilized. I feel we might be particularly misunderstood if we were to
express opinions, on our own initiative, about loans already granted for
specific purposes. However, it would be most useful for you to express frank
opinions on any projected loans for specific purposes, if requested to do so
by the Govermment, in the course of the negotiation of the loan. Furthermore,
in as far as loans are granted for unspecified purposes, it would appear the
duty of the United Nations, given the responsibilities for general planning
entrusted to it by the Government, to express its honest opinion on the most

advantageous use of loans. Any other course of action might well nullify the

main task of the Mission of Experts in Somalia which, as defined in our

Agreement with the Government, is "to advise and assist the Government in planning

and development matters".

Yours sincerely,

Dag Hammarskjold
Secretary-General




Dear Mr. Azfar,
' I vant to thank you for your personal letter of & July.
I am pleased indeed that pudblic end govermmentsl opinion inm
Somalia remainm so positively oriented toward the UN. In this
connexion, it ie of eubstantive importance that my modest
congratulatory message of 1 July should be given prominence.
In view of the overall struggle now surrounding the UN,
as well as its structure, it is of course important thet the
goodwill of the Somali Government and people be fostered and
maintained. xmmmmmmmmmmt
it can in that direction.

xwu&mmque‘m;nm
technical assistance field are necesssry and I indeed hope

that, as you suggest, you will give your special attention
to this guestion. During my brief visit to Geneva, in the
course of the following week, I shall discuss this guestion
with Devid Owen and others.

Mumfurmiwnm,xmuﬁ
best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

Dag Hanmarskjold

Mr. m

Resident Representative
Technical Assistence Board
P.0.Box 24

Mogadiscio,

Somali Republic




