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‘ 7 December 1957

NOTE TO CORRESPONDENTS

'REMARKS BY SECRETARY-GENERAL DAGHAMMARSXJOLD AT NEW YORK.

INTERNATIONAL ATIRPORT, 7DECEMBER1957, ON HIS RETURN FROM THE MIDDLE EAST

I have been away just for a week out in the Miédle Bast where I visited Jordan,

Israel, Syria and, very briefly, also Lebsnon. The reason for the trip was that

quite recently we have had a couple of particular problems, limited problems, which

needed careful and immediate handling. As you know, it is much better to keep the

| L5 the woad then to try to getit out of the aitch. T feel thatT got what I

hoped for. That's a very small step on a long road, but it made this trip very much

worth while. That,I think, is what I would like to say by way of general comments.

Q. Do you think that that preserves the peace in the Middle East as of now -- your

accomplishments?
A, Thg peace in the Middle Fast is a much, much bigger question. I refer to what

I said -~ it is wise to keep the car on the road.

Did you take any steps to the broader issues?

None at all. The time was sufficlent for the smaller, immediate issues and they

were what was urgent.
:

.

Mr. Hammasrskjold, what conferences have you set up here within the UN to further

this last trip that you have made -- the accomplishments on it?

Nothing at all for the moment. I will have to have consultations with a few

people, and especially, as you have seen, I decided to appoint a special repre-'
sentative to get this Mt. Scopus agreement going. The Mt. Scopus agreement is a

:

quite important thing because it safeguards an area outside Jerusalem of great

significance to allparties.
Has anything new been established on the status of Colonel Leary?

I have no reasonto go into that. I have already, in writing and publicly, given

expression to my unwavering confidence in him.

Mr. Hammarskjold, have the Israelis agreéd to complete and full inspection of the

Mt. Scopus installations?
;

Well, the reply is given in the communique. I have said that we set up now this

negotiation for implementation of the Mt. Scopus agreement, and the Mt. Scopus

agreement implies also full inspection in order to guaranteeits implementation.

I think that's about all I have to say about it.

Would you say that the Armistice in the Middle Fast is now more stable than it

was before your trip?

That's a very broad question. The armistice is, I think, reasonably stable, but

there are certain possibilities which it is wise to forestall.

(more)
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