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I n  R e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  T o a s t

“ K i n g  O s c a r ”

M r. Toastm aster, H onorable V ice-Consul of H is M ajesty, 

K ing O scar of S w eden ; M rs. A ndrew  Chilberg, 

Ladies and G entlem en:

I regard it a great privilege to be present at this festive 

occasion, and appreciate highly the honor bestowed upon 

me when asked to respond to the toast, “ K ing O scar.”

Friends, there is joy to-night in the R oyal P a lace  of 

Sweden. T here  is gratitude to G od  in the hearts of a loyal 

people, that H e  so graciously has spared the life of their be­

loved king. From  thousands of homes there ascend to-night 

the warm est prayers to the throne of G od  for the richest 

blessings on the head of the aged monarch, for the brightest 

future of the H ouse of Bernadotte.

T h e  last two years of the reign of this illustrious king 

have been years, fraught with threatening dangers, not only



to the peace  o f the N o rth , b u t to the equ ilib rium  in the 

realm  o f w orld  politics. A n d  to him , 'in w hose honor w e 

have g a thered  here to-night, these have  been y ears o f b itte r 

experiences, sorrow s and  h eartaches, tria ls  an d  tribu la tions. 

B u t they have also revealed  to the  w o rld  a  g lorious vision, 

th a t o f the m an w ho issued from  the fe a rfu l struggle  a 

conqueror, indeed, the m an w ith  the p e rfec t se lf-con tro l, 

the m an w ith  the iron w ill in the  h our, w hen the destinies of 

nations w eighed in the scales, the m an above rep ro ach , w ho  

w ou ld  not listen to personal insults, w ho  w o u ld  ra th e r sac ­

rifice a kingdom  than  be fa lse  to his m otto , “ T h e  W e lfa re  

o f the B ro th er N a tio n s ;”  w ho suffered personal w rongs th a t 

universal peace m ight still p revail. T h a t  vision rev ea led  the 

ra d ia n t lustre o f the crow n o f true  ro y a lty . T h e  king 

of Sw eden  has am ply  proven h im self a  m onarch  in the sphere 

o f genuine m anhood , in the realm  o f nobility  o f soul. A n d , 

therefore, it gives us g reat p leasu re  to-night, though  fa r  from  

our native lan d , to join w ith our b re th ren  o f the N o r th  in 

jo y fu l celebration  o f the 7 8 th  ann iversary  of the d a y  th a t 

saw  his birth .

L ad ies  an d  gentlem en, the tim e is p a s t w hen , b y  virtue 

o f the supposed divine rights o f k ings,” a ru le r can , a t the 

slightest w him , a rb itra rily  d ra g  his people  into w a rs  o f  con­

quest w ith its intense sufferings an d  needless b lo o d sh ed . T h e  

time is gone w hen the w o rth  o f the ru lers o f the w o rld  is 

determ ined by  chances o f b ir th , b u t now  their rea l esteem



is b a sed  on their strength  of ch arac te r, their p u rity  o f soul, 

the g ran d eu r o f their achievem ents, a n d  the blessings their 

reign has b ro u g h t to their people.

W e  w ho have m ad e  our hom es in this lan d  of the free, 

w ho  know  w h a t it m eans to en joy  the privileges an d  blessings 

o f those institutions o f liberty  over w hich  the S tar-sp an g led  

B an n er is floating ; w e w ho, o f our ow n acco rd , have 

lan d e d  on C o lu m b ia ’s shores, an d  w ho love this lan d  as our 

chosen b rid e , though  our h earts still a re  b ea tin g  w arm ly  for 

our k ind m other in U lt im a  Th u le ,  w e have lea rn ed  the  les­

son, th a t no m atte r w here  one’s c rad le  has stood, no m atter 

un d er w h a t flag one’s life w o rk  is done, no m atte r under 

w h a t c ircum stances a n d  callings in life one’s lo t has been 

cast, he is a king, indeed, rvho has conquered h im self;  he 

is tru ly  g rea t w ho  has becom e the m aster o f the situation, 

w ho  has rem oved obstacles an d  overcom e difficulties, and  

he is w o rth y  o f our g reatest ad m ira tio n , w ho, b y  v irtue  of 

his ow n achievem ents, h as ascended  the lo fty  heights o f 

refinem ent an d  cu ltu re, w ho  has w on his laurels in the halls 

o f learn ing , in the field o f sciences an d  arts, an d  w ho  has 

becom e the  crow ned  favorite  o f the M uses in the enchanted  

w o rld  o f poe try  an d  song. I t  is, therefore, no t only to 

O sc a r  I I ,  the crow ned  m onarch  o f the lan d  of our fa thers, 

b u t to O sc a r  F re d rik , the genuine m an, the p ru d en t sta tes­

m an, the w ise ru ler, the g reat o ra to r, tne m an of letters, the



friend of learn ing, the accom plished  poet, the h e ra ld  o f 

peace, I w ou ld  p a y  m y tribu te  to-night.

K ing  O sca r is, in the best sense o f the  w o rd , a  gentlem an. 

T h is  is the testim ony not only of the people  w ho love him , 

bu t also th a t o f d istinguished strangers, w h o  have  v isited 

his cap ita l. T h e  o ther night M r. B ry an , w ho by  no m eans 

is an adm irer of c row ned  heads, p a id  him  the greatest com ­

plim ent w hen he spoke of him  “ as a  true  gen tlem an , a  lover 

o f peace.

A  m an ’s career in life, if successful, is la rg e ly  fo u n d ed  

on strength of ch arac te r, an d  this, in turn , d epends to a  g reat 

extent on the ideals he is striving to a tta in . T h e  fu tu re  h is­

torian o f K in g  O s c a r’s reign w ill, no dou b t, em phasize  as 

the real secret o f his success the noble  a n d  lo fty  id ea ls he , 

as a  young m an, p laced  b e fo re  him  w hen  he assum ed 

the responsibilities of his h igh office. W h a t  b e tte r goal 

cou ld  a  ru ler seek to a tta in  th an  h is: “ B ro d ra fo lk en s  V a l ” 

“ T h e  w e lfa re  o f the b ro th er na tio n s” ? A n d  in w h a t nob ler 

w ay  cou ld  he have  proven his fidelity  to this p led g e  th an  

by  brid ling  his ow n p ride  a n d  giving up  his c row n ra th e r 

than  to p lunge tw o nations, w hom  he d e a rly  loved, into an 

un fo rtu n a te , a d e ad ly  struggle?  W h a t  lo ftie r aim s co u ld  

he set befo re  the young than  these g ra n d  w o rd s from  his 

address to the students o f L u n d , O c to b e r 19 , 1 8 7 6 :

“ Ind ep en d en t study  develops a n d  prom otes independence  

of ch arac te r, an d  this has an inborn  pow er to conquer, an d
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aw aits w ith calm  serenity  the sentence o f the fu ture, p rov ided  

it is fou n d ed  on fe a r  o f G o d , love o f m an, an d  sense of 

d u ty .”

T h a t  independence of ch arac te r  he  po ssessed ; th a t fear 

o f G o d  he revea led  m any  a  tim e during  the vicissitudes of 

his long re ign ; th a t love of m an he m anifested  in the hours 

o f  serious tria l, w hen the eyes o f an astonished w o rld  w ere 

fixed upon h im ; th a t sense o f d u ty  w as his constan t com ­

pan ion  in life. A l l  honor to O sc a r  F re d rik , the true, the 

nob le  m a n !

In  the fam ily  o f nations there  frequen tly  arise difficult 

prob lem s to solve. In  form er d ay s in te rnational disputes 

w ere  settled  b y  the fortunes o f w ar. D u rin g  the la tte r h a lf  

o f the p as t cen tury  the study  of in te rnational law  has come 

to the fo refron t, an d  several cases o f serious difficulties have 

been  settled  b y  courts o f a rb itra tion . T h e n  there  is need 

o f m en w ith  sane judgm en t. I t  is to K ing  O s c a r ’s cred it 

th a t the g reat pow ers a t several such occasions have sought 

his services as a  m ed ia to r o f peace. A s  a  statesm an of high 

o rd er he ranks am ong the forem ost in the w orld .

T h a t  he  has been a wise ru ler in reg ard  to internal 

affairs, the g rea t industria l and  com m ercial developm ent of 

S w eden  b ears  a b u n d an t testim ony. T h e  ag ricu ltu ra l re ­

sources o f the coun try  have been developed. T h e  lan d  is 

traversed  w ith  ra ilro ad s . T h e  o th er d a y  I h a d  an op p o r­

tun ity  to re ad  a volum e of K in g  O s c a r ’s speeches, an d  I
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found  fourteen delivered  a t the  opening of some new  ra il­

road . In the short period  of one generation  the  w hole  coun­

try  has undergone a m arvelous tran sfo rm ation , an d  it is 

larg e ly  due  to his sound ju d g m en t a n d  g rea t foresight.

A n d  if w e should  co m pare  the  m ilita ry  system  of 

Sw eden  as it w as w hen he ascen d ed  the th rone, a n d  w h a t 

it is to -d ay , w e w o u ld  be even m ore am a ze d  a t the trem en d ­

ous changes th a t have taken p lace. T h e  arm y  is m ore 

efficient in its w ork , be tte r equ ipped  to m eet any  e m erg en cy ; 

the sp lendid  h a rb o rs o f Sw eden  can  be b e tte r d e fen d ed  by  

fortresses an d  mines in case o f w a r. B u t it is above a ll in 

the Sw edish  .navy w e notice the g reatest change. E v e r  since 

he, as a  boy  o f ten, received his first lessons on b o a rd  a m an- 

o f-w ar, his h eart has fo llow ed  w ith  intense interest the  g row th 

o f the Sw edish  navy. In his you th , in the d ay s o f sailing 

vessels, befo re  the fo rm idab le  ironclads cam e upon the  scene, 

Sw eden  h a d  a  strong navy , surpassed  on ly  by  those of 

E n g la n d , F ra n c e  an d  R u ss ia . D u rin g  the reigns o f his 

fa th e r an d  his b ro th e r the inventions, b a sed  on steam  as a 

m otive pow er, revolutionized  the entire n av al forces o f the 

w o rld , a n d  O sca r, w hen  assum ing the reign, fo und  him self 

confron ted  w ith  the serious situation  o f no t hav ing  a single 

m odern  b a ttlesh ip  in case o f defensive w ar. B u t b eh o ld  the 

S w edish  navy  to -d ay  w ith  its eleven ironclads, ten to rpedo  

boats an d  four destroyers, baloon  vessel, subm arine b o a t and  

cruiser, besides num erous sm aller vessels fo r the coast defense.
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A n d  yet, though w ell p rep ared  for w a r, he is the m an of 

peace.

A  few  years ago, w hile  I w as studying a t the U niversity  of 

C h icago , P re s id e n t H a rp e r  som etim es invited a few  o f his 

fav o red  studen ts to his p rivate  lib ra ry , and  as the evening 

hours passed  and  he thought w e h a d  been feasting long 

enough on H e b re w  roots, he used to call for some light 

refreshm ents, an d  in the social hour th a t fo llow ed , he w o u ld  

tell us rem iniscences o f his experiences in E u ro p e  a n d  his 

visits w ith  lea rn ed  m en, bu t he w o u ld  invariab ly  end w ith 

a descrip tion  o f his visit to S tockholm , w hen he represented  

A m e ric a  a t  the O rie n ta l C ongress. H e  to ld  us o f K ing  

O s c a r ’s erudition  an d  hosp itality  ; how  he opened the C o n ­

gress w ith  a  speech in F re n c h ; how  he conversed freely 

w ith  his guests in E n g lish ; w h a t a  deep interest he took in 

the  delibera tions o f this com pany of learned  m en an d  O r i­

en ta l sages, an d  how  he closed the C ongress w ith an address 

in flaw less L atin .

K in g  O s c a r’s fam e as a  g rea t linguist, as a  friend  of 

learn ing , as a  fo rcefu l speaker, as a  charm ing  m an of letters 

has reach ed  the u tterm ost p a rts  of the w orld . N o  one can 

re a d  his m asterfu l speeches a t festive occasions o f various 

kinds w ithou t being filled w ith  adm iration  for his w o n derfu l 

com m and  of language, his b e au tifu l d iction , his w ell b a l­

anced  sentences, his h igh an d  noble  th o u g h t; an d  one feels
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th a t one’s soul has been touched  by  the spirit o f a g reat, a 

m ajestic  personality . N o  one can  study  his treatises on 

“ C h arles  X I I , ”  a n d  “ A  C ontribu tion  to the M ilita ry  H is ­

to ry  of S w eden  D u rin g  the Y e a rs  1 7 1 1 ,  1 7 1 2  an d  1 7 1 3 ,” 

w ithou t feeling th a t here  is an historian  o f the highest o rder, 

an accu ra te  scho lar a n d  a  g reat studen t o f  the ph ilosophy  of 

history. A n d  w ell d id  he deserve the tokens o f honor w hich  

several o f the greatest universities in the w o rld  bestow ed upon 

him , w hen in the y ea r o f his ju b ilee  they  con ferred  upon 

him  their highest degrees. “ A l l  honor to him  to w hom  honor 

is d u e .”

B u t our h earts a re  ag low  w ith  a g reater j o y ; our souls 

are  stirred  w ith  a deeper em otion as w e re a d  the m agnifi­

cent poem s of the sw eet singer in S v ith iod , the royal b a rd  

of the N o rth . F o rtu n a te ly  fo r the king him self, b u t espe­

cia lly  fo r Sw edish  lite ra tu re , he w as no t ca lled  upon to 

ascend  the throne until the best years o f his you th  and  

early  m anhood  h a d  passed . T h u s  he w as en ab led  to devote 

his tim e to trave l an d  s tudy  an d  lite rary  w ork . F ro m  his 

extensive travels he has left us some e legan t w orks o f poetic 

prose, m asterpieces o f descrip tion , as th a t o f  his trip  th rough  

the m ountain  regions o f N o rw a y ; th a t o f his hun ting  exped i­

tions in the T y ro le a n  A lp s , a n d  his visit to the w o n d erfu l 

scenes o f S w itzerlan d . I t  is a t this period  also, th a t he 

m ade  his sp lend id  transla tions from  L atin  an d  G erm an . H e



tran s la ted  the O d e s  of H o ra c e  a n d  the  d ram as “ C id ” and  

“ T o rq u a to  T a s s o .’’

In  the  ancien t d ay s o f the V ik ings it w as custom ary  to 

assem ble a ro u n d  the h ea rth  in the festive h a ll during  the long 

w in ter nights, a n d  then some fam ous poet w o u ld  seize his 

h a rp  a n d  w ith  sk illfu l han d s w o u ld  strike the golden chords, 

a n d  w ith  p o w erfu l, soul-stirring voice w o u ld  sing the glories 

o f  m ighty  deeds, praise the heroic acts o f V ik ings b rave, and  

inspire the m en w ith  a  daun tless courage  to face  every danger 

on lan d  a n d  sea. Is it not, as if you h e a rd  the dy ing  echoes 

from  the h a rp  o f th a t ancient b a rd  w hen you listen to the 

d eep  an d  m elancho ly  ry thm  o f th a t greatest cycle o f songs, 

w hich  w on for the king the p rize  o f the Sw edish  A cad em y , 

“ U r  S venska F lo tta n s  M in n en ” ? A n d  is there a Sw ede 

w ho  is no t seized w ith  an overw helm ing longing for hom e 

w hen  he reads the “ B a ltic ,”  the m ost ra d ia n t gem in that 

w rea th  o f  songs?

“Du b lanande haf, som m ang tusende ar 
M ot Skandiens klippor har slagit,
Som bru t i t  din boja hvar gryende var,
O ch fr igjord i fjarran  har  dragit,
Dig agnas m in  sang, ty  jag  lang ta r  dit ut,
N ar  bo ljorna sla em ot skaren.”

B u t the g randest an d  m ost sublim e of his poe tical creations 

is “ T re k la n g e n ,”  * The C h o rd  of the T r ia d .  O n  the 

w ings of a  vivid im agination he brings you into the m ystic
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realm  of revelation  in the universe o f G o d . A n d  the three 

chords in this unity  o f revelation  are  the im age, the tone and 

the w o rd ;  the im age of the glories o f the ex ternal w orld , 

the tone o f the sw eetest m usic, an d  the life-giving w o rd  

divine, form ing the p e rfec t harm ony , the C h o rd  of the T r ia d  

in the  celestial spheres.

G re a t  as he  is as a  ru ler an d  sta tesm an, as a  thinker and 

a m an  o f cu ltu re , still he is g reatest as a  m aster o f poetic 

art. H is  song is pu re  as the silvery b ro o k ; lo fty  as the ru g ­

ged  m ountain  p eak s ; b righ t as the A u ro ra  in the N o rth e rn  

sk y ; c lea r as the trills o f the la rk  in the depths o f the 

fo re s ts ; deep  as the sea, w hich  he loved so w e l l ; strong as 

the  c lan g  o f sw ords in he lm ets; sw eet as the frag ran ce  of 

violets a t  e a rly  d aw n .

B u t w hile  setting forth  this apprecia tion  of the intrinsic 

va lue  o f the  c h a ra c te r  an d  life w o rk  of this royal b a rd , I 

w o u ld  no t fo rget to p ay  a tribu te  also to her, w ho w as the 

love o f his you th , the inspiration of his song, the fa ith fu l 

com panion in his tria ls and  the sh arer o f his joys, th a t 

C hristian  Q ueen , w hose love and  devotion an d  p rayers have 

p lay e d  an im portan t p a r t in m aking K in g  O sca r— the greatest 

m onarch  o f Sw eden .
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