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REM ARKS TO  T H E  SK E T C H .
The Bay of Lorenzo Marquez, or Delagoa Bay, will obviously become 

im portant. Coal and Gold Fields lay within easy distances from i t ; 
the  auriferous s tra ta  of the la tte r  extending as far as the Lobombo 
M ountains, and possibly somewhat further to the  S.E ., but interrupted 
by the volcanic range. Should the Biver M anissa prove navigable as far 
up as the  sharp bend towards the S.W., the rem aining distance by land 
would be comparatively trifling. Besides, the  district of Leydenburg 
is well provided w ith other minerals, such as copper, iron, and very 
probably lead. The neighbourhood of the coast is not more unhealthy  
th an  th a t of Natal, and within two days an elevated tract of land near 
the  Lobombo range m ay be reached. There are no m ountain ranges to 
interfere with the construction of a railway over the  well-wooded country, 
following the  strike of the  auriferous rocks towards the  N.W., as far as 
the T ati Gold Fields, 370 E nglish  nautical miles d istan t in  a straight 
line from Lorenzo Marquez.

(Signed) C. M a u c h .
Potchefstroom, February 10, 1871.





“ There need be no hesitation in affirming that colonisation, 
in the present state of the world, is the very best affair of 
business in which the capital of an old and wealthy country 
can possibly engage.”—John Stuart Mill.

“ I t  is necessary and very interesting to observe that coloni­
sation has a tendency to increase employment for capital and 
labour at home. W hen a Hampshire peasant emigrates to 
Australia, he very likely enables an operative to live in 
Lancashire and Yorkshire. Besides making food in the 
Colony for himself, he makes some more to send home for the 
manufacturer, who in his turn  makes cloth or implements 
for the colonist.”— 'Edward Gibbon Wakefield.

I t  is miraculous that the “ vast riches” known, according to  
Bible, to exist in South Eastern Africa have been allowed to 
slumber undisturbed in the bosom of the earth for centuries,, 
and only now first brought to light.— The Editor.

“  Other remote places with which Solomon held intercourse 
were Ophir and Tarshish. From them were brought gold 
and silver, ivory, apes, peacocks, and algum wood.”—Bible 
History, page 208, by Rev. Wm. G. Blaikie, A.M.

“ By the Saxon, Dr. Sleek, the Grey Librarian, has received 
a letter from the eminent German geographer Petermann, in 
which the writer states that he had received a communication 
from Herr Mauch, written in last September, at Zimbabye, 
situated about 160 miles direct west from Sofala, and in 
lat. 20T4 S., and long. 31‘48 E. (from Greenwich). Herr 
Mauch states that at Zimbabye he found the ruins of a tower,,



450 feet in diameter, its walls being 30 feet high, and 15 feet 
tbick. The tower is constructed of granite, without mortar. 
Drawings made by Herr Mauch of the decorations are 
pronounced by Herr Petermann to be neither Arab nor 
Portuguese, and he believes them to be Phoenician. He is 
further of opinion that the place described by H err Mauch is 
the site of the ancient Ophir. Alluvial gold is found in the 
neighbourhood, and more extensive ruins exist there also, but 
these latter had not been seen by Herr Mauch at the date he 
wrote, though he had heard of them from the natives. The 
present inhabitants of the country are the Makalaka, and they 
have only been here for about forty years/-’— Cape Argus, 21st 
March, 1872.

•  -



I N T R O D U C T I O N ,

 ---------

In  publishing this pam phlet, my principal object is 
undoubtedly to  offer for sale to private persons or companys 
a choice lo t of valuable landed properties situated in  the 
different d istricts of the South African or the Transvaal 
Republic, bu t also to  give strangers from far distant countries 
an opportunity, by reading the translations of public docu­
ments, A gricultural Societys reports, London brokers* and 
assayers* reports upon the Transvaal produce and minerals 
sent them  as samples, and principally surveyors* reports upon 
the capabilities of farms surveyed by them ,— to form an idea 
of their own of the vast resources of wealth this country 
possesses, which are only waiting for capital and a farming 
and m ining population to be made available.

The want of information about the in terior of the Trans­
vaal, and a Land Agency Office where an intending settler 
could obtain reliable information as to where and how to 
invest his small or large capital to best advantage, has long- 
been folt, and will no doubt shortly be supplied ; b u t there 
being none yet, this little  work may do the needful at present, 
and be the first guide.

A lthough we have a large m ining population at the Diamond 
Fields, and will soon have a busy lot of gold miners at the 
various Gold Fields, these people do not allow themselves the 
tim e to stay and search for information when they pass 
through the co u n try ; and nothing in the way of inducement 
being offered them , they come and go, and we see them  no 
m ore; bu t if they had only this little  book for a few moments 
in their hands, they would surely pause and make inquiries, 
which I  would be happy to answer, and the result is easy to 
conceive.

So much is certain, tha t during my long residence in the 
Transvaal, every visitor who perchance came here could not



help to exclaim, “ This is certainly a beautiful and rich 
country, bu t the only drawbacks tha t you have are, no seaport 
and cash mai’ket near at hand, and expensive transport.”  And 
they were righ t in these rem arks at that time, because our 
nearest m arket and seaport was Natal, being distant about 
400 miles from the first entrance of the Republic and 800 
miles from the farthest e n d ; however, all these drawbacks are 
now fortunately removed. A t our W estern  boundary we have 
an unlimited cash m arket, w ith a fine level road leading to i t—• 
the Diamond Fields— where all eatables and drinkables find a 
ready sale a t high prices. At our N orthern boundary we 
have the Tati Gold Fields and the whole interior of the South 
African cash m arket j and a t our Eastern boundary we have 
the newly-discovered Zoutpansberg and M arabastad Gold 
Fields, w ith its near entrance from the ocean—the Portuguese 
seaport Delagoa Bay (see sketch on the front page). This 
now enables the Transvaal farm er and planter to grow w ith 
success all the different sorts of produce enum erated in the 
agricultural show list, both  for local consumption and ex­
portation. I t  also gives new life to m ining enterprise, con­
sidering th a t the seaport Delagoa Bay is so near the m ining 
districts of Zoutpansberg, W aterberg , R ustenburg, and 
Leydenburg.

I t  is no doubt known to m any th a t during the year 1871 
works commenced both from the Transvaal side in Leydenburg 
and the Portuguese side in Lorenzo Marquez (Delagoa Bay) 
to  prepare the road between the Portuguese Colony and the 
Transvaal for wagon travelling and goods traffic, and th a t this 
proceeds satisfactory can be seen by extract from a le tter 
addressed to me as u n d e r:—

Lorenzo Marquez, 4th January, 1872.

M y  D e a r  M b . F o e s s m a n ,—It is now two months since I  commenced 
the construction of the road from here to our boundary. I  have finished 
the first bridge over the River Enfulene, and a portion of road made of 
stone and lime over a marshy place one mile long.

I  expect about the 15th of this month a vessel to arrive here, loaded 
with iron bars, cement, stone rollers, &c., for the road, and hope to go on 
with the road-making with all possible speed.

(Signed) A l b e r t o  d e  P a iy a  R a po zo .

Illl



From  the Transvaal side the old roads from Leydenbug to 
the Lobombo M ountains only need to be repaired, which is now 
being done, wherefore we may hope to see the traffic on this 
new road opened in a short time.

Looking eastwards, we find th a t English enterprise is up to 
the requirem ents, by the following advertisem ent of M essrs. 
Payne & Co., which I  ex tract from the N atal Mercury, March 
12, 1872, v iz .:— “ Messrs. Payne & Co. have forwarded to us 
the following c ircu la r: f Zanzibar regular line of steamers, 
via  Suez Canal.— D irect for Zanzibar, the splendid new steam 
ship Abydos, sailing from London 30th January. A  steamer 
will be despatched every alternate month. Eates of freight 
and passage:—W eight of measurement, 80s. and 10 per cent, 
p rim age; chief cabin, 75 guineas. A small coasting steamer 
will be sent out shortly to run  in connection with this line to 
Mozambique, Delagoa B ay, N atal, and the Cape colony. By 
this means telegram s will reach England, via, Aden, in about 
15 days, and passengers, via  Brindisi, in about 30 days. F o r 
freight or passage, apply only to Goorge H. Payne & Co., 
brokers to  Cape and N atal Steam  Navigation Company 
(Limited), 150 and 151, Fenchurch-street, London, E .C J '”

U nder the head of Portuguese affairs, I  give one valuable 
document, which may be worth while reading by mercantile 
men, viz., copy of tariff of custom-house duty in the provinces 
of Mozambique and Delagoa Bay.

W hen taking the map of the Transvaal into his hand, any 
one can at once perceive tha t the agricultural and mineral 
Transvaal Eepublic is situated ju s t on the high road from the 
Diamond Fields to the Cold Fields, and it is the only country 
th a t can and shall have to supply both  these Fields, w ith its 
thousands of busy people, with food, because the expensive 
carriage from the seaports debars competition from thence as 
long as ox-wagons are the only means of transport; and at a 
future time, when perhaps there shall be railways from the 
seaports to the Fields, then the Transvaal farmers shall have 
advanced so much in skilfulness of agriculture tha t they will be 
able to work with the modern agricultural implements and 
machines, and raise produce at cheaper rates than is the case 
now, and thereby even then keep out competition.



I  now beg to draw tbe reader’s attention to tbe instructions 
for the Surveyor-General of the South African Republic, 
Art. 8 j and if he reads this he will observe that, according to 
the laws of this country, when a farm or a piece of land is 
laid down in a diagram, and passed through the Surveyor- 
General’s and Executive Council’s Office, it becomes an 
“ indisputable” document for ever; but to have this done 
incurs a great deal of expense and trouble, wherefore a sur­
veyed farm is so much more valuable—it gives the proprietor 
the required security of boundary and knowledge of its 
capabilities.

The following figures, which I  take from the official balance 
sheet and estimates of income and expenditure of the Transvaal 
Republic during the official year, from 1st August, 1871, to 
1st August, 1872, will show our state of affairs :—

During the above year the income or revenue
was estimated to be  £40,988 10 0

The expenditure...................................................  35,714 5 0

Leaving a balance in favour   5,274 5 0

The greater part of revenue is derived from quitrents, transfer 
dues on lands, and licences.

Our postal communications with all parts of the world are 
all that can be desired. Up to last month we received our 
European letters, via Cape Town, in 12 days, which would 
make on an average 42 days from London to Potchefstroom. 
This was by the Free State route, but since the new p o s t a l  
convention between the Cape Colony and the Transvaal 
came in force, which was on the 4th March, 1872, by which 
the Transvaal mail goes by the Klipdrift route, there will 
be a saving of at least 3 days, so that letters from England 
can reach Potchefstroom in about 39 days, aud vice versa.

At the time of our last Agricultural Show, in 1868, we 
received a communication through the Consul-General for the 
Transvaal, J. J. Pratt, Esq., in London, for account of different 
Agricultural or Farmers’ Clubs in England, in which several 
questions were put to us, as a public body, to be officially

Ml



answered, and a copy of this document will also be found in 
this little  book, which may be worth while reading. How­
ever, it m ust be observed th a t a t th a t time the existence of 
gold at Tati was only to some degree known, b u t no one had 
any idea of rich Diamond Fields existing on our W estern 
boundary, which now considerably changes everything. If, 
therefore, these questions had to be answered now, the answer 
would in many instances be very different, particularly in 
regard  to  carriage, wages, prices of cattle, horses, &c., &c.

There is an almanac published in the Transvaal by M r. F. 
Jeppe, in which can.be seen distances from all seaports, in ­
cluding Delagoa Bay to both Gold and Diamond Fields, postal 
routes to and from the Republic, &c., and this being a very 
complete document, I  would recommend any one. in search of 
information about the Transvaal to provide him self with it.

--- ---------------------- -



C I R C U L A R .

In consequence of a commnnication directed to F. Jeppe, 
Esq.; Postmaster-General of the South African Republic 
(Transvaal); by J. J. Pratt, Esq., Consul-General for the said 
Republic, and dated London, conveying certain queries relative 
to this Republic, and which have been submitted by the 
former gentleman for answer to the Committee of the Trans­
vaal Agricultural Society, a meeting of some of the members 
of the said Committee, constituted as follows, was held at 
the Argus news-room on Monday evening, the 20th April, 
1868 :—

COMMITTEE OF THE TRANSVAAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY.

H is H onour M. W. P b e t o h iu s , President.
A. P o h s s m a n , Esq., M erchant, Vice-President.
F . W . R e i d , Esq., M erchant, Treasurer.
H . C. B e e g s m a , Esq., Public Prosecutor, ) TT
T. M e l v il l  DU T o n , E s q , Commission Agent, J  H o n o r a lT  Secretaries.

MEMBERS.
D r. W . J . O t t o , M agistrate.*
D r. B. P oohtman.
Rev. J. L u d o r f .
A. I. M u k n ic h , E s q , Solicitor.
A. F . S c h u b a b t , E sq , M erchant.
H . C. W . V e r m a a s , E sq , Agriculturist.*
E . J . A. G r i m e e e k , E s q , Agriculturist.*
M a g n u s  F o r s s m a n , E s q , Surveyor-General.
W . J . H i l l , Esq., Accountant.
J . H . R o s e l t ,  E s q , E ditor Transvaal Argus.
F . W o l m a r a n s , E sq , A griculturist.*
D. J . C o e t z e e , E sq , A griculturist and Field-com et, Marico *
H err C a r l  M a u c h , H onorary Member, N aturalist.

. ,Tl1® said queries having been discussed seriatim, the sub­
joined replies were resolved upon; and if healthy climate 
rich soil, richness of minerals, cheap land, and provisions are 
inducements to emigrants, we are of opinion this country 
will be found second to none. The' Agricultural Shows and

* These Members wore unavoidably absent from the Meeting.



Exhibitions tha t have been held a t Potchefstroom have fully 
proved the great variety of articles the Transvaal Republic is 
capable of producing, and which, under ordinary circumstances, 
will make th is a rich and flourishing country. W ith  its 
capabilities for the grow th of coffee and sugar, coupled with 
the recent discovery of extensive Gold Fields in its vicinity, 
few countries, if any, possess such b rig h t prospects as this 
Republic, or offer b e tte r results to  the fa rm er; for, should a 
large influx of population set in for the Gold Fields, as we 
have every reason to believe will be the case, the necessary 
supplies produced by farmers m ust be drawn from this State, 
in consequence of its contiguity to those Gold Fields.

The Committee of the Transvaal A gricultural Society at 
Potchefstroom, South African Republic, will be ready a t any 
tim e to supply such further information relative to this 
Republic as may be required, on application to either of the 
Secretaries.

Q U E R Y  No.  1, A.

1. Price of sheep ? From  seven shillings and sixpence to 
ten shillings each, B ritish coin.

2. Sort of sheep? Chiefly merinos.
3. W hat is the average increase ? From  fifty to  seventy- 

five per cent.
4. Is sheep-farming carried on in the same m anner as in 

A ustralia ? N o ; flocks are no t near so large, nor by any 
means so well attended to, chiefly because in A ustralia white 
men are employed as shepherds.

5. Is the scab troublesom e? N o ; when a flock of sheep 
is affected, i t  may be generally traced to inattention on the 
p art of the farmer.

6. A re the flies troublesom e? N o; not more so than in 
the F ree S tate or Cape Colony.

7. W ill the country support sheep the year round ? Yes 
w ith ordinary care.

8. W ill Government lease land ? on what term s ? and for 
how long ? H itherto  no applications have been made to 
Government to obtain the land on lease; bu t land may be 
procured either from the Government or private holders on 
reasonable term s.

9. W hat is the chief drawback to sheep-farming ? The 
foot-rot known here by the name of “  klaauw ziekte/'’ “  tym - 
panite”  or “ gylziekte,” and “ blue tongue.”  A  change of 
pasture and on the same farm prevents “  tym panite,”  which 
arises from superabundant pasture.



10. W hat is the ra te  of wages for white and black servants ? 
Black servants 5s. per month, which are often paid in beads 
and brass wire at five shillings per pound, or young heifers at 
th ree pounds for 12 months* wages, together w ith food, con­
sisting of Indian corn, which cost here about 6s. per 100 lbs., 
and which may be grown on any farm. W hite servants are not 
obtainable.

11. Cost of carriage from capital of Republic to nearest 
shipping port ? Carriage from the capital of Potchefstroom 
to the nearest seaport town of D’U rban (Natal) is £10 per 
ton, and from D’U rban to Potchefstroom  £20 per ton.

12. W hat is the distance ? Three hundred and seventy- 
two miles.

13. Is there much poison grass? Yes, in some places; bu t 
the_ danger arising from this cause may in g reat measure be 
avoided by using ordinary care.

_ 14. Is the country well tim bered ? Yes, particularly in the 
districts of W akkerstroom  and U trecht, also to the north  of 
the M agaliesberg and D rakensberg M ountains, and from the 
25th degree of South latitude.

15; Cost of draught oxen at nearest port, also in the Re­
public ? In  Natal, from £5 to £ 6 ; in the Transvaal, from £6 
to £8, payable in Transvaal Government n o te s ; bu t for British 
coin they may be obtained at 50 per cent. less.

16. Cost of horses ? Average price from £10 to £20.
17. Are the natives troublesome ? W e at present have war 

a t Zoutpansberg, distant about 400 miles from the capital, 
and north  of i t ;  b u t w ith good treatm ent the natives are 
obedient and peaceable.

18. W hat coinage is used? B ritish currency and the Trans­
vaal Government notes. The former is a t present at a premium 
of 50 j)er cent.

19. Is coffee-planting considered lucrative? Coffee-planting 
is still in its infancy, b u t it ought to be lucrative, considering 
th a t coffee thrives and yields well, and th a t there is a large 
demand for this article bo th  here and in  the neighbouring 
States.

20. Is sugar ? The same answer tha t has been given for 
coffee, will also apply to sugar. The native sugar-cane grows 
very luxuriantly.

21. Are there regular trad ing  vessels to nearest port ? 
Yes,^ between England and N atal bi-m onthly steam com­
m unication exists, as also the following lines of sailing 
vessels, viz., the “  A berdeen Clipper” and “  W hite Cross” 
line of packets, as well as other regular traders.



22. Cost of freight to  and from England ? From  England, 
by sailing vessels, 40s. per to n ; by steamers, 120s. See 
London Shipping Circulars.

23. W hy do you recommend the Republic in preference to 
N atal, where they give away land ? The Transvaal is the 
granary of the interior, and supplies the Cape Colony w ith 
cattle. Besides these advantages, many farms are capable 
of producing all kinds of tropical products, such as coffee, 
sugar, and r ic e ; it possesses m ineral wealth, lead and coal 
are very abundant. (See prize list of the A gricultural 
Exhibition w ith regard  to the manifold productions of the 
country, and for which prizes were awarded.) Taxation on 
land is a t present 30s. to 60s. per farm of 6,000 acres. 
Climate eminently salubrious. The Transvaal, with its 
present small population, has for many years been able to 
send to the adjoining Orange River Eree S tate Territory, 
w ith 25,000 inhabitants, sufficient grain for their supply. 
I t  also exports grain to N atal, and even some parts of the 
Cape Colony. The Transvaal has land and w ater sufficient 
to produce any quantity of grain, and possesses this particular 
advantage, th a t in many parts you can grow on the same 
farm wheat and other cereals, besides tropical products, and 
breed horned cattle.

24. Does the country resem ble the Cape Colony? In  some 
parts it does, b u t may be considered superior in being free 
from those periodical droughts, to which the Cape Colony is 
subject.

Q U E R Y  No.  2 ,  B.

Is  there any pam phlet or other document of a reliable 
character, describing the nature of the country, and the 
experience of those who have tried  settling  in it, as to fertility 
of soil, healthiness, tem perature, produce of stock, prices of 
necessaries and of land, also about Government, and how far 
it is exposed to hostile inroads, the rehgion and educational 
means, language, prevailing insects, reptiles, wild beasts, &c. ?

There is no pam phlet on the Transvaal published in the 
English language, w ith exception of a series of observations 
published in the Transvaal Argus, of which extracts have 
been made by the Consul-General for the Transvaal in 
England. A t present there is a pam phlet passing through 
the press in Germany, accompanied by a map of the country, 
describing the capabilities of each district in  the Transvaal, 
and which has been compiled by Fred. Jcppc, Esq., Post-



master-General, and published under the supervision of Dr. 
PetermanUj of Gotha.

Q U E R Y  No. 3,  C.

Recent and reliable information of geography, climate, 
soil, productions, animal and vegetable, &c., &c. ? W hat 
inducements to em igrants ? W hat is the m ost healthy 
district for stock, &c. &c. ? W hat do sheep shear each, and 
what m arket for barren ones ? The average rainfall, &c., &c. ?

See the pam phlet already mentioned, as also report of H err 
Carl Mauch, the African traveller and explorer. As an 
inducem ent to  em igrants it may be stated th a t land which 
a t present is cheap is rapidly increasing in value, its varied 
capabilities being a strong inducement to purchasers. 
F a r m in g .—Less capital is required here than what would 
be necessary in N atal or the Cape Colony. P r o v is io n s .—  
Beef per lb., 3d., M utton, 5d., Pork, 9d., Flour, per 200 lbs., 
30s. S t o c k .— The district of W akkerstroom  for horses, sheep 
and cattle. Bloemhof for sheep and cattle. Other parts of 
the  Transvaal suitable to  agricultural pursuits, and for the 
breeding of cattle. S h e e p , as a rule, are shorn twice in about 
15 months, and average a t each shearing from one and a half 
to two pounds of wool. No scientific observations have been 
as yet kep t relative to  the rainfall. The rainy season com­
mences in Septem ber, and lasts till April, during which 
m onths a plentiful supply of rain falls. From  May to October 
we have little or no rain, and these are our w inter months. 
The elevation above the level of the sea of the highest ground 
in the Transvaal, namely, the W itw ater’s Rand, is 7,000 feet.

mi



INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE SURYEYOR-GENERAL

OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN REPUBLIC,

APPEOVED AND FINALLY SETTLED ACCOEDING TO BESOLUTION OF VOLKSEAAD 
DATED 13t h  MAY, 1870-A K TICLES 83, 94, & 96.

Art. 1. That there exist a Surveyor-General and as many 
Government Surveyors as shall have been appointed by His 
Honor the State President.

Art. 2. The Surveyor-General is responsible to His Honor 
the State President, and receives his orders from him.

Art. 3. The Surveyor-General is charged with all works 
concerning surveying and diagrams, and the Government 
Surveyors are bound to obey orders from the Surveyor- 
General.

Art. 4. The Surveyor-General is charged to control all 
inspection reports delivered to the Executive Council, and if 
there are any remarks about them to be made, to report such 
to the above Council.

Art. 5. W hen the Government shall have delivered the 
required instruments to the Surveyor-GeneraTs office for the 
purpose of testing measures and weights, then the Surveyor- 
General shall be the person to have charge of the lawful 
measures and weights of this State, and may, alone with the 
sanction of the State President, admit any other person to 
them.

Art. 6. The Surveyor-General shall every year, in the month 
of February, make his report concerning all combined sur­
veying.

Art. 7. The Surveyor-General, as well as the Government 
Surveyors, shall give a security of £500 for each of them. 
This to be approved by His Honor the State President, and 
sworn in according to law.

Art. 8. Whenever a farm or a piece of land is surveyed by 
a Government Surveyor, he shall make a diagram of such 
survey, and deliver the same, accompanied by two copies, to



the Surveyor-General. _ The Surveyor-General has to check 
the diagrams, and if found correct he is to sign his 
approval on the diagrams, and keep one copy in his office- 
the remaining two diagrams he is to send in to the Execu­
tive Oouncil, so as to have, the survey published, in the 

• Government Gazette. These diagrams may then be inspected 
either m the office of the Executive Council or the Sur­
veyor-General. IT no protest shall have been made against 
the survey within three months after the publication from 
the office of the Executive Council, then the State President 
shall sign the diagram as valid, after which it becomes 
an indisputable’ document. One copy of the diagram 
belongs to the owner of such farm or land, one to the 
office of the Surveyor-General, and one to the office of the 
Registrar of Deeds. The expenses of certificate of approval 
by the Surveyor-General shall be paid by the owner of the 
tarm or land to the Government Surveyor who surveyed the 
land, he being responsible for the same to the Surveyor- 
General The diagrams of farms formerly surveyed shall also 
be considered as “ indisputable” documents if no protest has 
been made against them within three months after the publica­
tion ot this law. In  case of protest against any diagram, then 
the same rules shall be followed as are enacted in regard to 
protests against inspected farms. The Surveyor-General shall 
observe that the diagrams are in accordance with the resolu- 
taons of the judicial power, which are finally conclusive. I t  
is the duty of the Surveyor-General to describe all subdivisions 
of farms on the original diagram, as well as on those of the 
owner,_ and the diagrams placed in the hands of the Government, 
for winch he shall be paid according to tariff for Surveyors.

Art. 9. All survey of lands must be made in Kynland’s 
measure, and the diagrams be calculated in morgen, square 
roods, &c. Any diagram not calculated in Rynland’s measure 
may not be passed. Any diagram which, according to Article
I  i im ! i fundamerital law, cannot be considered as lawful 

shall not be passed by the Surveyor-General.
Art. K). The Surveyor-General has orders to make such 

regulations that those from time to time delivered surveyor’s 
diagrams may be a guide, and point out the divisional lines 
between the districts, wards, and farms, as also the situations 
and nature of the farms. On the diagrams must be marked 
the distance of the surveyed farm from nearest town or 
known place. In case the survey consists of only one part 
of one farm, or several parts from two or more farms, which 
part or parts is intended to make out one farm under a new
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name, then shall the names of adjoining farms be marked, 
so that the Surveyor’s diagram may serve as necessary in­
formation.

Tariff fo r  the Surveyor-General.

Art. 12. For the checking of a diagram to approve or dis­
approve of the calculation of size, corners, sides, &c., delivered 
to the Surveyor-General:—

For every diagram having 3 corners ........... .............................^0 15 0
Do. do. 4 do    1 0  0
Do. do. 5 do  1 5  0

For any diagram having more than 5 corners, the following 
charge is made, viz. : For the first 5 corners, ^1 os., 
and for every corner above this, 2s. 6d.

For every certificate signed on a diagram................................ 0 2 0
For other certificate.................. .................................................  0 1 6
For copy of a diagram ................................................................. 2 2 0
For reference to any diagram in any case...............................  0 2 0
For checking any diagram, comprising two or more farms 

or pieces of land with divisional boundaries and calcula­
tions, the charge will be the same as for each farm, if 
it had been represented on one separate diagram.

If  one diagram represents more than 8,000 morgen, and is 
not divided into farms, th e n . shall the charge for 
checking the same be advanced to for every 1,000
morgen ..................................... ...........................................  0 2 0

For careful checking of plans and inspecting reports of 
documents of a land inspection commission, for every 
farm or piece of land ........................................ ................  0 1 G

(Signed) • M. W. P liETO R IU S, State President.

■ ■ By order,

B. C. E. PROES, Government Secretary. 

Government Office, Pretoria, 23rd June, 1870.



Tariff of Duty in the Custom House in Delagoa Bay and other 
Portuguese East African Colonies.

ARTICLES.

Brandy ..................................................................
Calico ..................................................................
Do., from In d ia ..................................................
Do., scarified ..................................................
Do., of Carvi and Cadi (Indian names). .
Do., ■vvliite...........................................................
Do., stamped (o rd in a ry ) ...................................
Do., do., (f in e ) ...........................................
Do., printed, in piece (ordinary Zuartes)
Do., do., do. (Zuarte from India) . .
Do., do., do. ( C a d i ) ............................
Do., do., do. (blue Calico)...................
Do., do., by twist ( o rd in a r y ) ...................
Do., do., do. (fine) . .  . .  . .  . .
Do., do., do. (scarified) ....................
Do., do., do. (Goods from Case)
Do., do. ( T r a v a ta s ) ...................................
Do., do. (Carlanganis) ...........................

Live Animals, of all k in d s ...................................
Sugar (Crystallized) ............................................
Do. (not Crystallized) ....................................

Large B e ad s ............................................................
Sweet Oil, and others to eat ...........................
Distilled Drinks—as Cognac, Gin, Liqueurs,

"Whiskey, &c.......................................................
Fermented Drinks—Beer, Cider, Lydromes, &e.
Tar or B i tu m e n ...........................................  , .
L inen Cables............................................................
Lime ............................................................
Tin or Pewter ....................................................
Masonry for construction of Buildings . .  . .
Coal............................................................................
Casks and Staves, Head Pieces and Hoops . ,
Kafir Picks, from Bega ....................................
T ea................................................................ ”  * *
Lead or Z in c ...................................
Shot ......................................................  ”  ■'
Old Copper, in Plates and B a rs .. . ”
Copper, from China .................................
Portuguese Money, in Gold.....................  ”
Foreign Money, in Gold and Silver, from PoV-

tuguese H a rb o u rs ............................................
Portuguese Money, in Silver or Copper,'from

Foreign Harbours . .  ....................................
Vessels in any state or usage ..................   ”

Do. moved by s te a m e r .................................
Common Guns ...........................
Flour ............................................ ”  ”  ”
Iron, in Bars, Plates, or S heets .. !! ”  ”
Iron, in Nails of all k in d s ...........................  ”
Iron, in Implements and Instrum ents for Arts
I c e .................................................
Guano and other M a n u r e ................... .' ”  ] '
All sorts of Pulses . . . .

Unities.

Decalitre.
Kilo.

Decalitre.

Kilo.

Kilo.

One.

'k ilo '. '

Duties
in

Reis.

450
130
90

150
60

170
2-20
320
230
130

80
180
180
240
260
180
40

110
Livre.

30
20
30

200

600
200

Livre.
20

Livre.
60

Livre.
Livre.
Livre.

20
150
10
20
30

170
Livre.

not 
3 p. cent, ad 

Livre. 
480 

Livre.
10 
20 

Livre.

Duties.
in

£  s. d.

0  2  i
0 0 1 
0 0 5J 
0 0 7£ 
0 0 3J 
0 0 I 
0 1 I
0  1 ! 
o 1 : 
o o :

24

0 o 44 
0 0 94
0 0 9j 
0 1 
0 1 
0 0 94 
0  0  24 
0 0 6 

Free.
0  0  14 
0 0 1 
0 0  14 
0 0 11

0 2 8 
0 0 11 

Free.
0 0 1 

Free.
0 0 34 

Free. 
Free. 
Free.

0 0 1 
0 0 74
0  0  04 
0 0 1 
0  0  14 
0 0 9 

Free.

allowed.
valorem.

Free.
0 2 2 

Free.
0 0 04 
0 0 1 

Free.

VI!



ARTICLES. Unities.
Duties

in
Reis.

Duties
in

S, s. a.

Books, in any language. Printed Music, Letters, 
and Geographical Maps.................................... Livre. Free.

Machines and Implements for Industry and 
Agriculture .................................................... M

valorem.Wood for construction of Vessels . .  . * 1 p. cent, ad
Butter, from E u r o p e ......................... .. . . Kilo. 120 0 0 6i

Do., from India ............................................ >>
Decalitre.

40 0 0 2J
T re a c le .................................................................... 450 0 2 0
Beads ............................................ Kilo. 40 0 0 21
Mungas and False C o r a l ................................... >> 120 0 0 6 i
Linseed O i l .......................................................... .. 30 0 0 1J
Cannons.................................................................. .. not allowed.
Pearls, Diamonds, and other Precious Stones. . . .  . . 1 p. cent, ad valorem.
P o w d e r .................................................................... Kilo. 50 0 0 3
Typographic Presses and Types. .  . .  . .  . . Livre. Free.
S alt .......................................................................................................................................

Sacks or Bags, of any k ind .............................................................. JJ
Seeds ........................................................................................................................ ?>
Tiles ....................................................................
Bricks, of all kinds .............................................................................

Oil Paints .......................................................................................................... 30 0 0 l i
Paints, in Powder........................................................................................... 20 0 0 1
Vermillion .......................................................................................................... 10 0 0 0i
Fine T in .................................................................... 30 0 0 11
Wine, in casks .................................................... Decalitre. 360 0 1 8
Wine, in b o t t l e s .................................................... n 600 0 2 8

All other goods not mentioned here, 6 per cent, ad valorem, whatever may be their 
nationality or precedence.

Excepted from those in  the tariff in the Custom House of Lorenzo Marquez are 
Calicos, Sweet Oil, and others to eat, L inen Cables, T in, Copper of China, Butter, 
Linseed Oil, and Iron, in Nails, which will pay 5 per cent, ad valorem.

The exportation in the Custom Houses of the Province is 3 per cent, ad valorem, 
with exception a t Delagoa Bay, which is 1 per cent.

1 milreis equal to 4s. 5£d. English currency; 1 Idlogram about 2 lbs. E ng lish ; 
1 decalitre equal to about 15 Im perial pints.



Table showing a number of Farm s situated in different districts of the 
T ransvaal Kepublic, the property of 0 . W .  A. Forssman,

Name of Farm.

Gansvley.

District.

Schaapplaats. .  
Sweet Home . .  
Concordia 
Welgevonden . .  
Vogelstruispan 
Gruisfontein . .

Werk en Lust

Grootboscli . .  
Specnlatie . • 
Houtkop . .  . .

H alf Knikersdam .

Bloemlioff . .  

Potckefstroom

Division.

Hollfontein
Tweefontein
Raatskraal
Vlackplaats

Hamburg

W itpoort..

Rietkuil . 
Albion . .

Davidskuil
Scbildpadnest
Roodewal
Wildebeestpan
Leopan . .  . .
Kruispan

Wakkerstroom

Heidelberg . .

P retoria, c . .  
Rustenburg .

Mooivley.. 
Grootfontein . 
H ardekolbult. 
Kruisfontein .

Loskop . .  . ,
E landskuil . .  
Naauwpoort . .  
Yogelstruisfontein. 
Buffolsboek . .  .
Z ou tpan .................
Elandspan
Hendricksdale

Bloemlioff

Scboonspruit

M aquazi;

Scboonspruit ,

Marico

Losberg

Under
Drakensberg
Roodekopies 

Pretoria . .

Zwartruggens.

General Remarks.

Situated witbin one bour from 
tbe town of Bloemhof. 
Surveyed.

Do.
Do.

Unsurveyed.
Surveyed.

Do. Adjoins tbe farm  Wel­
gevonden.

Surveyed. Situated a few miles 
from Amaquazispruit, wbere 
diamonds bave been found. For­
mation of ground favourable 
On tbe main road from tbe 
Diamond Fields to Marico and 
Tati Gold Fields.

Sunned . J 0neblock

Adjoins tbe above farm  Vogel- 
struispan.

Surveyed. Superior agricul­
tural farm, situated in tbe min­
eral districts. See surveyor’s 
eport and certificate of assayer.

Surveyed. One block, 31,810 
acres. Distance from Potcbef- 
stroom only 30 miles. On tbe 
main road from Potcbefstroom 
to Natal. See surveyor’s report.

Surveyed. W atered by tbe 
Assagai River.

Superior agricultural, cattle, 
and sbeep farm.

See surveyor’s report.
Not surveyed. Situated on 

tbe Limpopo River.
See surveyor’s report.

Tbe tbree farms, Leopan. 
Kruispan, and Wildebeestpan, 
are in one block, situated be­
tween tbe Limpopo & Matlabas 
Rivers.

Surveyed. Minerals. See 
surveyor’s report.

Surveyed. On Limpopo River.

On Matlabas River.

Ill



No
. 

1

Name of Farm. District. Division. General Remarks.

39 Springbokvley Rustenburg • •
40 Rotterdam . • • . »
41 Alien ...................
42 Driefontein • .  • . n

Surveyed. See surveyor’s report.43 Toelani . . .  . •  • . f t
44 Frankfort . • • . t t
45 Tyldendale • • • • i t
40 H o lla n d ................... t t
47 Staankraal • • • . t t
48 Dwaalpan f t

49 Hartebeestdoorns • . t t
Superior agricultural and cattle50 Pagskraal • . t t

farm. On Marico River.
51 London . .  .  •  . . t t On Marico River. Same as

the above.
52 Crausebury .  •  . . t t

Leydenburg..53 Jagdfontein • .

54 Antioch . .  • .  .  • t t
55 Zuikerbosch . .  • • t t .

56 Schoongezicht • . t t

57 Thorny B u sh .. . . f t

58 Grootvalley . .  • . Waterherg . . Nylstroom
59 Crem oftartfontein.. t t »»
60 Buffelshoek . . t t
61 Klipplaat . •  . . t t »»
62 Palala . .  . .  •  • 11 >»
63 Libanon . .  .  •  • . 11 i t
64 Jonghanshoek t t i t
65 Malmanies River • . I t i i
66 Tambotiedraai • . f t ■ii
67 Houtboschkloof 11 i t
68 Bulge River . . I t >>
69 Malmanies Riv.Drft. 11 n
70 Onverwacht . . 11 i i
71 Rietbokhoek . .  i . 11 »>
72 Bankfontein . , 11 i t
73 Roodepunt 11 i t
74 Kaffershoek . . 11 i i
75 Krokodil River 11 i i
76 Boschdraai 11 i i
77 Lange water . . 11 i i
78 Tooiskraal i i
79 Hartebeestpoort . . 11 i i
80 Wilgeboomsdrift . . 11 i i
81 Noitgedacht . . 11 i i
82 Bulspruit 11 i i
83 Goudfontein . . 11 »j
84 Yzerfontein . .
85 Witfontein . . . 11
86 Varkensfontein 11
87 Zaagkuil................... 11 »>
88 Paardedrift . . 11 i i
89 A ntw erp................... 11 i i
90 Mimosa P a rk . . 11 i i
91 Avondale 11 i i 1 These farms are in one block.
92 Backwood 11 i i f See surveyor’s report.
93 St. Agnes F o n te in .. 11 i i
94 Goedgedacht . . 11 i i J
95 Waterhoutboom } J i i
96 Koodoesfontein i i

B



d
& Name of Farm. District. Division. General Remarks.

97
98

Fairfield . .  . .  
Calmar . .

Waterberg . . Nylstroom

99 Peterman ”
100 Cosmopolite . . >>
101 Murchison ’
102 BronMiorstfontein j)
103 Tilbury . . ”
104 Westland ”
105 E astlan d ..
106 E arly Morn . . 11
107 Cornwall...................
108 Oversprong . . ”
109 Groothoek *
110 Roodsdale ”
111 Yaalkoppies . .
112 Orgeldrift
113 Buffelskraal . . ”
114 Dwars in de Weg . . ”
115 3stronolea *
116 ^ew Brunswick
117 D riek o p ................... Leydenburg.. ”
118 D iam ant...................

Table showing a certain number of Farms situated within a short 
distance of the Harts Kiver.

1 
'“H 

1

Name of Farm. District. Division. General Remarks.

X
2
3
4
5
6
7
8 
9

10
11
12
13
14 
15|

Gansvley...................
Work en Lust 
Schaapplaats. .  
Sweet Home . .  
Concordia 
Welgevonden ; .  
Vogelstruispan 
Gruisfontein . .  
Grootbosch . .  
Speculatie . .
Houtkop...................
Half Ruikersdam . .  
Pagskraal
London ...................
tfaauwpoort . .

Bloemboff . .  
Potcbefstroom 

»>
>>

>>

j)
»>
jj

Rustenburg . .  
>»
>>

Bloemboff 
A m aquazi.. . .  
Scboonspruit . .

>i

>>
»»

Marico . .  . .  

»»

Diamondiferous.
Near Amaquazispruit.

On and near tbe bigb road 
from Potcbefstroom to Marico 
and tbe Tati Gold Fields.

V Gruisfontein bas fountain 
water for agriculture. All 
tbese farms are superior 
sbeep-walks.

On Marico River.
»>

>>



Table showing a number of Farms already surveyed and ready for 
immediate occupation,

12

Vogelstruispan 
Gruisfontein ..  
Concordia 
Schaapplaats . .  
Work en L u s t.. 
Davidskuil 
Driefontein . .  
Toelani . .  . .
Elandskuil 
Kruidfontoin . .  
H am burg.. . .

Sweet Homo ..

Bietkuil

Tweefontein
Kaatskraal
Hollfontein
Vlackplaats

24

Name of
Farm.

Noitgedacht . .

Malmanies Biv. Drft 
Bulge Biver ..  
Bulspruit 
Tambootidraai 
Malmanies Biver 
Houtbosobkloof

Potchefstroom
51
55
55

Eustenijerg ..
55

55
55

Wakkeratroom

Potcbefstroom

Pretoria. .  . .  

Potchefstroom
55

55

Waterberg ..

37

Banlcfontoin ..  
Boedebokhook 
Croamoftartfontein 
Boedepunt 
BufEelshoek ..

Goudfontein . .  .
Yzerfontein ..
Grootvley . .  .

Boschdraai . .  .
Krokodil Biver 
Langewater . .  .

Klipplaat.. 
Palala . .  . .
Libanon . .  . .
Kaffershoek .. 
Jongbansboek

Wilgoboomdrif t

Tooiskraal
Wilfontein

44 Hardoboestpoort

Dwalpan .. 
Staankraal

District.

Surveyor J . Eosselt

Surv.Gen. M. Forssman

Surveyor J . Brooks . .  

Surveyor J . Eosselt . .
55 55

Surv.Gen. M. Forssman

By whom surveyed.

,781
5,624
8,989
8,466

Surveyor J. Brooks

Bustenburg .. Surveyor J. Eosselt

6,880 
4,787 
‘ ,029 
7,126

8,525
2,797

6,519 
4,1 
8,475

6,047 
5,973 
5, 
6,445 
4,210

2,499
8,772

No. of 
Acres.

10,244
9,259
5,688
8,823

12,008
8,169
6,524

10,807
8,282
6,811
2,084

6,579

See surv. report.

8,709

81,810

Minerals.
On Assagai Biver be­

low Drakensberg.
Adjoins Makokskraal 

on the road from 
Potchefstroom to 
Marico.

8,405

5,060
8,431

10,041
2,835
8,087
9,383

One block of superior 
land within a few 
miles from Potchef- 
stroom,on the trans­
port road from Pot­
chefstroom to N atal.

In  the midst of auri- 
ferious range of hills 
see surv. report.

29,680

12,3:

14,846

28,668

5,013

18,287

8,719

6,271

General Bomarks.

Adjoins Mr. Munro’f 
farms.

Bounded by Mr. 
Munro’s farms. 
Minerals.

Only about 4000 yards 
distant from the 
foregoing. Minerals.

Minerals.

Close to Nylstroom.

Minerals. All sur­
rounding farms 
occupied.

Minerals.

On Limpopo Biver. 
One road to Tati 
Gold Fields g 
through the farms 
a t Olie Drift.

B 2



c
2

Name of surveyed 
Farm. District. By whom surveyed.

B
lo

ck
.

No. of 
Acres. General Remarks.

4r

4£
5C
51

Naauwpoort . .  
Hardekolbult . .
Loskop ................
Rardebeestdoorns. 
Riekersdam . .  . .

Rustenburg . 
»

Potchefstroom

Surveyor J. Roselt
99
99

4,88£
5,80(
8,51f
8,58(
4,08£

On Marico River.
On Limpopo River. 
Adjoins Hardekolbult 
Road to Gold Fields. 
Occupied and under 

cultivation. Large 
river boundary, and 
unlimited irriga­
tion.

52
58
54
55

Thorny Bush ..
Schoongezicht
Suikerkop
A n tio c h .................

Leydenburg .. 

»»

Surveyor J .  Brooks .
99
99
99

6.890
6.891 12,781

6.856
7,958

See surv. report.
99

99
56
57

Grootbosch 
Speculatie . .  ..

Potchefstroom Surv.Gen. M. Forssman
99

8,949
7,212 16,161 |  Block.

58
59
60 
61 
62 
63

Koodoesfontein 
Wateihoutboom .. 
Petermann 
Murphison . .  . .
C a l m a r ..................
Onverwacht . .

Waterberg ..

»j

Surveyor J . Brooks ..

99
99

Surveyor a ! Walker . .

4,699
5,254
5,392
4,111
6,344
2,311

64
65

Cosmopolite . . JJ Surveyor J. Brooks .. 8,146
8,916 17,062” >» •

6 6
67
6 8

Varkensfontein 
Paardedrift . .  ”  
Zaagkuil . .  ..

9)

99

99
99
99

2,752
4,271
4,428 11,451

69
70
71
72 
78 
74]

Antwerp .
3t. Agnes Fontein’ ’ 
lackwood 
Avondale . .  .. 
joedgedacht . .  
Mimosa Park ..  “

99
99
99
99
99
99

>9
99
99
99
99
99

5.891
5.891
5.891 
1,834 
5,337 
5,884

1
83,679

|  Several miles river y frontage on the 
river Matlabas.

156,185



Table showing a number of P aras , with Natural Capabilities of Irrig a­
tion from Kivers or Streams.

No. Name of Farm. District. General Remarks.

1 E la n d s k n il ..................... R ustenburg  . .  
M arth inus

L arg e  frontage on Crocodile R iver 
(Limpopo).

2 H am burg . .  . • • . W esselstroom  or On A ssagai River.
W akkerstroom

3 R ietkuil • ,  • .  • . P reto ria B runkorst sp ru it commences on th is  
farm .

4 M alm anies R iver D rift Nylstroom  o r 600 to 800 acres of land  can be i r r i ­
5 B ulge R iver W aterberg gated  on each of these farm s.
6 B u l s p r u i t ..................... »
7 T am b o o tied raa i. .
8 M alm anies R iver W aterberg  . . A t th e  junction  of M alm anies and

Sand Rivers.
9 Houtbosckkloof . . See surveyor’s report.

10 Goud (Gold) F ontein „ M inerals, supposed by the  surveyor to
11 Yzer (Iron) F o n te in  . . »» be Cobolt, apparen tly  in  abundance.
12 G r o o tv le y ..................... >>
13 B oscbdraai . .  . , n On Tam bootie R iver. R ich  iron  ore
14 Krokodil R iver . . »» and  every sign of copper.
15* L angew ater..................... >>
16 Jonglianshoek . . >» On P a la la  R iver, abundance of m in­

erals. I n  one quartz  range gold 
has been found, and  probably there  
will be found alluvial gold.

17 W ilgeboom sdrift . . if See surveyor’s report. On th e  h igh 
road  from  Nylstroom  to M araba 
Town, where gold is found.

18 S ta a n k ra a l..................... R u s te n b u rg . . On Lim popo River. O liedrift, where 
traffic goes through, belongs to 
the  farm .

19 Naauwpoort if On G rea t M arico River.
20 H ardekolbult f f On Lim popo River. 

See surveyor’s report.21 L o s k o p p ie .....................
22 R iekersdam Potchefstroom On G reat M arico R iver, in  the  m idst of 

inhab ited  farm s and  under cultiva­
tion.

23 T horny B ush  . .  . . L e y d e n b u rg .. S ituated  in  th e  vicinity of th e  P o r­
24 Schoongezicht . . tuguese seaport, D elagoa B ay.

”  ”. .  ”One of th e  old choice fa rm s selected
25 A ntioch
26 Koodoesfontein . . W aterberg  . .

by an  experienced fa rm er as long 
ago as 1858. Being bounded by 
m ountain  ranges, i t  stands a  chance 
of being m etalliferous.

27 W aterhon tboom .. f f On M am basspruit, only d is tan t two 
. m iles from the large block of six 
fa rm s— Avondale, S t. Agnes F o n ­
tein, &c.

28 C alm ar ..................... f f B ounded by M azuka R iver Spruit.
29 Onverwacht f f Am ongst the  h ills th a t  runs from 

Z outpansberg th rough  W aterberg 
down to  Lim popo River.

30 V arkensfontein . . f f On a  high level p la teau  a t  the  sources
31 P a a rd e d rif t ..................... ; > of the  P a la la  R iver.
32 Z aagkuil ..................... jj
33 A v o n d a l e ..................... )
34 Goedgedacht 1 ” O n M atlabas R iver.
35 M imosa P a rk J



CER TIFIC A TES OF

M INERALS, COTTON, COLFEE, ANI) TOBACCO
3?BOM THE TEANSVAAL, SHIPPED TO LONDON.

No. 1. Certificate of Assay of Gold and Lead Ores

Assay Offices and Laboratory,
To Messrs. G-. F. N e a m e  & Co 6 ^  7’ CoIeman-street, E.C., 

G e n t t e m ™  t  i ' 25th January, 1869.
forwarded o n ’the S s t r ^ S ^ n d V n T f W ^ 8 °f g°l13 and lead °re
No. 1 Small pieces o f q u a r S ^  to be the result
ton of ore. No. 2. Two lumnH ’ ozs- ^6 dwts. 6 grs. ne
silver, 10 ozs. 3 dwts. per ton of ore.—Yours,4 &cgaIena : lead’ 31 per oent'

-Pro F. C l a u d e t , F. C h a m b e r l a in .

Potchefetrooin, * 7 “ '

A A T L tS et pt A "f„?tL 11L8atl ?re ■

to the ton of ore. ?  ^  31 ozs’ 11 8™- of silv<
Consulate South African Republic,

69, Fenchurch-street, E.G.

Extract from a letter dated 4th  February, 1869

centage“of1asrR & r d A ^ Z e r s a i V e eri  w T T  Coa‘aining a^ e a t  pe Utrecht is better, but in both caspq T ™ °m neighbourhood
quality would doubtless improve on JnW T ®  18 f mface c°al, and tl: 
a greater amount of bituminous and gasemis m ltter f°UIld t0 C°ntai

J. J. P r a t t .



No. 4. Plum bago— 68 per cent, ashes, 32 per cent, graphite. 
Locality, Groot Marico, A. Forssm aAs farm, Biekersdam. 

A. H u b n er , M ining Engineer and Assayer.
Potchefstroom, M ay 7, X869.

No. 5. COTTON.
London, 8th October, 1868.

Messrs. G. F . N e a m e  & Co.
G e n t l e m e n ,—W e have examined the sm all sample of cotton received 

from you, and at the foot beg to hand you a report of the quality and 
the present value.—Yours faithfully,

(Signed) J . C l o u t  & Co.

Cotton in  the seed, good staple, very little stain and leaf, value in 
present state, 3d. per lb., if cleaned, 9£d. to lOd.

No. 6. COFFEE.
This coffee is in the husk, and in th a t state is not worth more than 30s. 

to 25s. per cwt. in  this market, in consequence of the dearness of labour in 
th is country. I t  would, we have no hesitation in saying, never pay you to 
import. I f  you can get it  properly cleaned from all the outside coat and 
then washed, it  would no doubt command from 65s. to 70s. per cwt., it 
being to all appearance a sound serviceable coffee.

(Signed) C l a o e t t  B b a o h i  & C o.

No. 7. TOBACCO.
8, B illiter-square, E.C., 8th October, 1868.

Messrs. G. F . N e a m e  & Co.
G e n t l e m e n ,—W ith  reference to the specimen of tobacco from South 

Africa which you showed us, we regret to say it  is out of our power to give 
you a satisfactory report. The very wet state in  which it  is, leads us to 
imagine it  m ust have become injured by water after arrival, as we do not 
suppose i t  to be possible anyone can have sent a specimen forward in such 
a state. So far as we can judge, it  appears to possess much strength, and 
we believe where such leaves have been produced, the soil m ust possess 
the requisite properties for the cultivation of the staple. The great point, 
however, is the subsequent preparation or “ curing of the leaves.” Now, 
th is process varies in different countries, according to climate, &c. We 
fear any rem arks we might make on this subject would possibly only lead 
to confusion, and we can only suggest, if your friends have a t command 
a sufficient am ount of labour, th a t they should endeavour to find some 
agent from the U nited States acquainted w ith the culture and preparation, 
as we th ink  from the strength and quality of the specimen i t  is probable 
there is more resemblance to the growth of th a t part of the world than  to 
any of the growths of Europe.

(Signed) C l a g e t t  B h a c h i & Co.



amVedfrSlt Wing-
tion th a t my o b S  in 1° “  tuskSj I beg to men-
cipally to ascertain, the valm TSf thfl6 f  n^ Iĉ nd was P ™ -  
prepared for m arket and tn  n ^  article when properly 
vaal is capable of g r o W  th^ Soi}  of ^  Tknl- 
produced for the p u rp o s e d  n yaluable products, which, if  
agriculture, would certainly have fo b e T ^ T  °r  branCl1 °f  
a m arket before sent away^rom the p l a u t S S  7  f° r



COPY OP SUEYEYOES’ EEPOETS.

(The name o f  the Surveyor will he fo u n d  in  the table o f  the surveyed farm s. The qreater 
pa rt o f these fa rm s were surveyed fro m  the year 1869 to 1871.J

No. 1 . V o g e lstr tjispa n , is principally adapted for cattle, but 
it is asserted that, like many parts of this country, it will in 
course of time become suitable for sheep also. Agriculture on 
a limited scale_ might also be carried on, for which the soil 
in some places is well adapted, and the farm possesses facilities 
for making dams, and increasing the supply of water by 
enlarging the_ periodical vleys or pans. Distance from Potchef- 
stroom,'60 miles.

No. 2. G r u i s f o n t i i n ,  is a sheep walk of the best description, 
also well adapted for cattle and agricultural purposes, is well 
supplied with good water by never-failing springs, and is 
capable of pasturing an unlimited number of stock. The 
road from Potchefstroom to Marico and the Gold Fields leads 
through this valuable property.

No. 3 . C o n c o r d ia .—The annexed diagram represents the 
farm_ Concordia, belonging to Mr. A. Forssman, situated in the 
district of Potchefstroom, South African Eepublic, and con­
taining 6,524 English acres. The farm Makokskraal, be­
longing to Field-cornet D. J . Coetze, distant about 9 miles 
from Concordia, on which cattle and sheep do well, must be 
taken as a criterion of the pasturage of Concordia, which, at 
the tinm of survey, had been destroyed by fire, owing to 
the stupid custom of burning the grass, yearly practised in 
this country. A branch road from Potchefstroom, from which 
it is distant about 50 miles, passes through it to Marico and 
the Zwarte Euggens. W ater during the rainy season accu­
mulates in vleys or pans, and. facilities exist for increasing 
the supply.

No. 4. S c h a a p p l a a t s .—The annexed diagram represents 
10,307 English acres, being the extent of the farm Schaap-



plaatSj situated in the district of Potchefstroom, South 
African Republic. The pasture having been destroyed by 
the pernicious custom of annually setting fire to the grass 
renders it impossible to state from personal knowledge for 
what purpose the farm is most suitable; but, judging by the 
adjommg farm, Rietfontein, occupied by a wealthy farmer 
(Gr. du Toit), on wliich. cattle, sheep, and goats thrive un- 
commonly well, it is only reasonable to suppose Schaapplaats 
possesses similar capabilities. Two roads pass within a few 
miles of this place, one from Potchefstroom, from which it 
is distant about 70 miles, through Bultfontein to the Zwarte 
Ruggens and Marico, and one from the Saltpan, Potchefstroom 
and a missionary station about 15 miles distant, through the 
place Schoongezicht, from both of which it can be easily 
reached, the country being level.

No. 5 . W e e k  e n  L u s t .  The annexed diagram represents 
the farm W erk en Lust, in extent 12,008 English acres, 
situated m the  ̂district of Potchefstroom, South African
Republic, which is possessed of the following capabilities : -
st. Its  unprecedently large extent (nearly double the usual 

size) will admit of its being divided into two separate farms 
each capable of pasturing- the ordinary number of stock 
usually possessed by a well-to-do farmer. I t  is well adapted 
lor sheep, and is frequently made use of by some of the 
proprietors of the adjoining farms, whose sheep always im­
prove by the change. Cattle also thrive particularly well the 
pasturage being of a superior quality. Both the clim ate'and 
soil are favourable for the production of different kinds of 
gram and fruit, for which a ready market would be found at 
either Klerksdorp or Potchefstroom, being only 15 miles from 
the former, and 60 miles from the latter place. The valleys 
aiiord excellent facilities for the construction of dams and 
several^ huilen (periodical pools) have been formed by heavy 
rams, m which a moderate quantity of water accumulates 
during the ramy season. A good supply of timber (the 
mimosa tree) principally used for firewood, also abounds.

No. 6 .  D a v id s k u il ,  district Rustenburg.—This is one of the 
few farms which might be said to baffle description, unless 
recourse be had to language extravagant, but which must 
even then necessarily fall far short of the capabilities of such 
an invaluable domain. A very faint idea can be derived from 
the f o l low ing Im a g ine  an extent of 8,169‘97 English acres, 
onsistmg of a high table land stretching from north to 

south through the middle of the farm, and valleys with



periodical streams meandering through them, covered with 
pasturage of the finest description and suitable to all kinds of 
stock, which it is said thrive unprecedently well Added 
is an extensive forest of mimosa trees, the value of which is 
so well known m  the Transvaal; then next comes a good 
road to the Jagdvelt (hunting grounds), which not onlv leads 
to game large and small, h u t to the Gold Fields W ho will 
a ttem pt to  form an estim ate of the traffic tha t wiil and must 
ere long be carried on through this oasis in the desert, and 
the fortune which will be realised by its fortunate possessor 
for supphes of all descriptions furnished to thousands upon 
thousands of travellers, which may be raised on his own ground 
the soil and climate being pre-eminently adapted for pro­
ducing coffee and all kinds of cereals. Distance from Rusten- 
burg , 45 miles.

No. 7. D k ie i’onteiw ,  district R u s te n b u rg D rie fo n te in  re­
presented by  the annexed diagram, is situated about 45 miles 
north  of the  village of R ustenburg, and about 25 miles to the 
south of the nearest point of the Crocodile River, in which it 
is reported gold has been found. The pasturage is well 
adapted for cattle, sheep, and goats, bu t cattle thrive best. 
I  he hills are covered with different kinds of timber, of which 
the boegen wood forms the principal, which is extensively 
used m  the country for the manufacture of articles of house- 
bold furniture. Tbree periodical streams run through, 
tb is faiin, and afford excellent facilities for constructing dams. 
W ater, which has been found at a depth of only 18 inches may 
also be obtained by sinking wells. The soil is well adapted 
lor agricultural purposes, crops of Indian and Kafir corn being 
raised by the  natives without irrigation. As this farm is 
situated in  the coffee-growing district, tha t valuable tree 
would thrive particularly well in the valleys; the bushy hills 
also afford shelter from the cold winds.

No. 8. T oelan i, district R ustenburg.—The capabilities of 
th is farm are vast. I t  is situated in the coffee-growing district, 
and has an unlim ited supply of water in the summer season, 
wbicb can w itb a trifling outlay be made to last from season 
to season,^ as the river overflows its banks and forms a lagoon 
several miles in length  and about 30 yards wide, from which 
the surrounding ground, at present covered with a forest of 
thorn wood trees (mimosas), when cleared, may be irrigated, and 
hundreds of acres brought under cultivation. The expense of 
clearing, which would be more than covered by the sale of 
the tim ber, for which a ready m arket would be found, many



endeAg tie  f o S !  o ^ V r d ^ ’
from iho coffoe b™  to the most i s ig n i ta S  cel n f r „ ?
q, 1CT. f 1 T luxurlantly in the immediate neie'hbourhood
Stock of all descriptions thrive well, for which '
e m i n e n t l y  a d a p t e d .  G a m e ,  b o t h  l a r t e  a n d  s m a l l  t  Pf  T  • S

survey remained in perfect health anrl * t l̂me
dition, notwithstandmg the wobb T o ^  S ° o 7  C?’1'-5££i*

Rustenburg, where the coffee t r ^ 8m T y  b f  s“ d to te ”* ' °f

a i r ^ r s S  l l t i  t t f » b "  ^  S
i n s t e a d  o f  r u i n o u s  i m p o r t  a n d  t h a t  f T ™ !  ° f  e X p 0 r t j  

w i t h  h e r  s i s t e r  farms Po n  t h r L n k f  o f  r  ^  * ? ^ e t t e r  
c o n t r i b u t e  h e r  o u o t a  w h i c h  n n o - h f  i  C r o c o d i l e ,  w i l l

inconsiderable. X To this must be 8 Tel “I f  f  t0 be sma11 or 
season, when the n astu r,^  h added that in the winter
t e n a n c e  o f  s t o c k  i n  t h e ^ e ,  f i 0 m e i m ? f f ic ie n f c  fo1 '  t p e  m a i n -  
c o u n t r y  a l o n g  t h e  C r o c o d i l e  f o 1?  0  o f „ f i n s t e n b u r g ,  t h e  

p o v e r i s h e d  c a t t l e ,  w h i c h  l a t t e r  d o ^ f  a  r .®f l l § 'e  .Z 01’ i m -  
b u t  t a k e  F r e n c h  l e a v e  a n d  o n lv  l e  1w a ifc  u n t l 1  s e n t  t h e r e ,  

a n d  w h i c h  p r o v e s  t h a t '  t h e  p a s t u r n o ^  a f  F]3,1 , o w n e r s  t o  f o l l o w ,  
e x c e l l e n t  b e y o n d  d e s c r i n t i n - h  m  n  a t  f ^ a t  _ s e a s o n  m u s t  b e  

f o u n d  a l o n g  t h e  f e r t i l e  b a n k s  o f  t ^ e  ^  V a r l ,o u s  k i n d s  i s  a l s o  
t h e  b r e a d t h  o f  t h e  f a r m  i s  f o u n d  ^  e x t e n d i l l g  o v e r
f o r  f i r e w o o d ,  a n d  w h i c h  i s  v e r v  q c  :m ™ o s a  t r e e  ̂ 8 0  v a l u a b l e  

T r a n s v a a l .  D i s t a n c e  f r o m V u X b ^  s S  S  ^  ° f  ^

mmer.,5; „ d jus% ^



hills south of tlie river being chiefly composed of ironstone 
on which httle or no vegetation is to be seen. The vallevs 
afford good grazing for cattle, and sheep and goats are said to 
thnve well on the high ground, on which the pasturage is 
excellent. The soil is also well adapted for agricuftura 
purposes, the adjoining place, cultivated by the natives of 
the missionary station at Kamakoks, and about 6 miles to the 
westward of Kruidfontern, producing Indian and Kafir corn 
without irrigation. Timber is also found suitable for building
purposes, and firewood in abundance. The Sand Elver 
periodical stream, falls into the Crocodile River, about 4 miles 
to the eastward, and is more than probable to have carried 
from Kruidfontem and neighbouring country the gold which 
is said to have been found in the Crocodile. When to the 
foregoing is added that it is situated in the Rustenburg district 
where coffee is so well known to thrive, and for the cultivation 
of which Kruidfontem has many a well-sheltered acre, its 
lucky owner will be as certain of drinking of his own coffee 
tree, as of old they were accustomed to drink of their own 
vine and eat of their own fig tree. Distance from Rustenburg, 
about 50 miles. h>

No. 1 1 . H am burg , district Wakkerstroom.—The farm Ham­
burg, m extent 984 morgen 387 square roods and 32 feet 
Rynlands measure (2084-042 English acres), is situated on the 
Assagai River, about one hour on horseback, north-west of the 
blangpiesse Mountains, and five and a quarter hours on horse­
back north-east from the town of Marthinus, Wesselstroom It 
was inspected in Sept., 1863, for Mr. H. Schickerling, who re­
ceived the title deeds from this Government on Jan. 9th, 1867.

No 12 . S w e e t  H ome, district Potchefstroom.—The farm 
bweet Home, alias Hollagte, in extent 3,108 morgen 421 
square roods and 91 feet, Rynland’s measurement (6,579-693 
imglish acres), is situated on the east side of Schoonspruit 

six and a half hours on horseback from Potchefstroom, and 
about five and a half hours from Klerksdorp. The great 
western wagon road from Potchefstroom to Marico, as well as 
two other wagon roads to the Saltpan and Zwarte Ruggens 
go through this farm. Two rivulets, which during the 
winter gets dry, have their origin on this farm, and by the 
places marked X and Y on this diagram. There are superior 
facilities for constructing dams. On the eastern side of this 
farm is a large pan with fresh water, and on the south-east 
side m a bush of thorn trees. The grass is good, and suitable 
both xor cattle and sheep.



. No. 13. R ietkuil, d istrict P retoria.— This farm, inspected 
m  January, 1865, by P. T. Muller, M. T. Prinsloo, and 0  
Maritz, lies on the P retoria high veldt, to the left of the main 
road from the Republic to the seaport of D ’U rban, Natal, and 
it ranks as a first-class stock-farm in tha t district. The grass 
is short and sweet, and of the description here most hfghly 
esteemed for sheep. The fountain m arked on the diagram  is 
sufficiently strong to irrigate 400 to 500 acres of land, for the 
cultivation of which no other implement is wanted save the 
plough, the land being a rich black loam, nearly approaching 
to moss, and without a stone. The standing w ater on the farm 
is sulhcient tor any num ber of stock th a t the farm will 
maintain during the whole year. There is sufficient stone 
near at hand for building purposes; and within 6 miles there 
is surface coal m abundance, while the farm itself is situated 
m  the middle of the coal country, and I  have no doubt th a t 
were borings to some depth made, coal would be found on i t '

No. !4 . Tweefontein, 15 Raatseeaae, 16. H olleontein," 
^ LA5,PLÂ ,rS---T:iie above four farms, forming one block of 

31810 Enghsh acres, are situated on the main road from 
Potchefstroom to N atal Distance from Potchefstroom, about 

miles- , The of the block being nearly the s a i e  the
surveyors’ reports, as below, of two of these p ro p e rtie d  will
th \  +T  +grear  traffi° on the mam road to N atal goes 
through the two farms Hollfontein and Ylakplaats. Twee- 
lontein— The annexed diagram represents 4,149 m orgen and 
63 square roods of land (8,781-57 Ehglish acres), befng the 
extent of the farm Tweefontein, the property of A. Porsfm an 
situated m  the district of Potchefstroom, South African 
Republic, inspected on the 13th December, 1858, for R o e S f  
G P. Protonus, by Field-cornet 0 . Dreyer’s Commission 
b e e n n o id r l  as shown bJ  the diagram, the beacons having
Theum s p t f  °  i  ™ d®rsig ned by  In spec to rs C om m andant 
Ih eu n is  P re to n u s  and  F ield-cornet G. E n g elb rech t. D is ta n ce
from Potchefstroom, 35 miles. The spring m arked in the
diagram, if opened, would yield a sufficient su p p ly  0f  water for
ordinary purposes, besides which there are several periodical

s d S d o f  watedsnffi W3lld  T d 6 enlarged 80 as t0 contam a are water sufficient to last a considerable time. There
slightest86! 6 yS\ l n whlch the water is collected with the l ig h te s t  showers, so that this farm may be considered to be
well provided with water, as well as possessing many facilitiesIsrzrtia™Tply- “isa!80stocJr, _ bu t the  pastu rage  is particu larly  adap ted  for sheen  
rendering  i t  an  excellent - s fe e p -w a lk ’^ d u r i^ g  th e  summed



months., and as these are scarce in this district, this property 
will m course of time have an additional value. Agriculture 
on an extensive scale might be carried on, as the soil is o-0od 
cereals and fruit of all descriptions being grown in the im­
mediate neighbourhood, which is occupied by the Com­
mandant and Field-cornet of the district, and several well-to-do 
farmers. The main road from Potchefstroom to Natal passes 
within a few miles of this place. Raatskraal—The annexed 
diagram repesents 2,657 morgen and 208 square roods of land 
equal to 5,624'26 English acres, being the extent of the farm 
Raatskraal, situated in the district of Potchefstroom, South 
African Republic, the property of A. Porssman, Esq and 
inspected on the 2nd June, 1865, for Roeloff P. G Dreyer by 
the Commission of Eield-cornet G. Engelbrecht. I t  is bounded 
as shown by the diagram, and the beacons pointed out to the 
undersigned by Inspectors Commandant Theunis Pretorius and 
Field-cornet G-. Engelbrecht. Distance from Potchefstroom 
35 miles. The locality being healthy in which this farm is 
situated, renders it suitable for different kinds of stock; but 
the pasture is particularly adapted during the summer for 
sheep, which renders it of more than ordinary value, sheep- 
farms being much sought after. The valleys afford excellent 
facilities for the construction of dams and the periodical pools 
already formed by nature contain large quantities of water, 
which last a considerable time. Pans or vleys are also found,' 
in some of which the water quickly collects/and which, with a 
trifling outlay, might be made to retain large quantities of 
water. A branch road, now beginning to be much used, 
passes through this property, and joins the Natal main road 
some twenty miles beyond it. The farm is also well adapted 
for agricultural purposes, as the immediate neighbourhood 
produces different kinds of grain and fruit, and is occupied 
by some of the wealthiest farmers in the Republic.

No. 18._ N o o it g e d a c h t ,  district Nylstroom, Waterberg.— 
This farm is situated amongst the hills, and is essentially a 
stock-farm^ the slopes being too steep and the ground too rocky 
to admit of cultivation. There is an abundance of water and 
plenty of firewood on it for all purposes, and it lies right in 
the midst of the auriferous range of hills, beginning at the 
Tati and running on to Leydenburg district in a south-easterly 
direction. Distance from the town of Nylstroom, about 40 miles, 
W. by N., adjoining the farm Grootfontein, of Mr. W. Munro!

No. 19. M a l m a n i e s  R i v e e  D e i f t ,  N o .  20. B u l g e  R iv e e ,  
No. 21. B u l s p b u i t ,  N o. 22. T a h b o o t i e d e a a i ,  all in the district



of Nylstroom.—These farms are situated, on the road from 
Nylstroom to the Limpopo and Tati Gold Fields, on the 
Malmanie and Sand Fivers. The former of these is a strong- 
permanent running- stream, and the latter a large river. Bul- 
spruit is distant from Bulge F iver northwards about 24 miles, 
and Tambootiedraai only a few hundred yards from Malmanies 
F iver Drift. There is plenty of good soil of a ligh t loamy 
nature, and the situation facing north  by east under the hill, 
is the best that can be had. F rost is scarcely ever to be seen 
in the locality, and the climate 'is  almost tropical. Coffee, 
sugar, and other products of a similar kind, are those best 
suited to this part of the country. Cereals also give large 
returns and good profits, especially now th a t the Gold Fields 
are being opened up. There is an abundance of native labour 
within about 15 miles of the g round ; and on the farms 
Malmanies River Drift and Bulge River^ where the streams 
issue from the hills, a strong water-power is ready to the hand 
without trouble. There is on all the farms an over abundance 
of firewood, with a good supply of serviceable tim ber for 
general use. Stone is to be had in any requisite quantity  for 
building purposes. The grass, which is here term ed “ sw eet/5 
is plentiful, good, and almost evergreen, rendering the farms 
first-class cattle-runs. On each of the above farms the water 
can be led to at least from 6 0 0  to 8 0 0  acres of land, this 
aflordmg a large supply of irrigable land. Distance from 
-NyIstroom, about 47 miles, N .W ., and situated on the main 
road from Nylstroom to the Limpopo Fiver.

. ^  2 3 - M a l m a n ie s  E iv e b , district Nylstroom .— This farm 
is situated at the junction of Malmanies w ith the Sand F iver 
and is plentifully supplied with water from both rivers, bu t the 
nature of the ground is such as to render only the south­
western part capable of cultivation; the soil and situation there 
is good and well sheltered, and tropical products of every 
description would thrive well. As a stock-farm it is well 
situated, the hills and river valleys being well supplied with 
plenty of rich sweet grass, and affording cattle capital grazing 
ground, the hilly nature of the ground being ra ther an advan­
tage than otherwise. Distance from the town of Nylstroom, 
about 5 2  miles, N .W .

No. 2 4 . H o utbo sch k lo o f ,  district W aterberg .— This farm is 
situated on the north-east side of the Sand F iver, within 4 0 0  or 
£>uu yaids of Tambootiedraai, and is very similar to th a t farm in 
the nature of the soil, grass, wood, tim ber, &c. The river here 
runs very sluggishly and deep, and would be difficult to lead.



but the small streams afford a fair supply of water. The lie of 
the ground is from north-east to south-west, facing that of 
Tambootiedraai. Distance from Nylstroom, about 47 miles 
N.W. Adjoins Mr. W. Mimro’s farm, Zeekoegat.

No. 25. B a n k f o n t e in , No. 26. R o o d eb o k h o ek , N o . 27. 
C k e a m o e t a e t e o n t e in , N o . 28. R o o d epu n t , N o . 29. B u e f e l s - 
h o e k .—These farms are situated on the small stream marked as 
Barkuilsloop, and are distant from Tambootiedraai, on the Sand 
River, about 7 miles east by north; and a wagon road runnino- 
through the corner of the block goes direct to Nylstroom, 
distant about 45 miles. On the adjoining farm there are a 
good number of Kafirs located, so that labour is at hand. 
The ground is a light and sandy soil, but the climate is good 
and the situation favourable for the planter. There is an 
abundance of firewood, with a sprinkling of timber suitable for 
working purposes ready to hand. Good building stone is also 
there, north of the stream, by the ridges, ready for use. The 
neighbouring farm of Bulfontein is possessed and greatly 
prized by an old inhabitant of the country, Mr. A. Smith, 
while close at hand, within 600 or 800 yards on the east side, 
lie some farms belonging to Mr. G. T. Yerdoorn, the largest 
specultative landowner in the district. This block contains 
29,680 English acres and 22 roods.

No. 30. G o u d  (G o ld ) E o n t e in , N o . 31. Y z e e  ( I r o n ) F o n t e in , 
No. 32. G e o o t v l e y .— These farms laying on the top of the 
hills, at the sources of the streams, are splendid grazing 
grounds, the steep hill sides and deep valleys affording ex­
cellent cover and splendid runs for the cattle. Bulfontein, 
adjoining, is used by the owner as a winter farm for. his 
cattle; and on the adjoining farm a number of Kafirs are 
located, proving that the ground is to their liking for garden­
ing and grazing purposes. On Goudfontein more than half of 
the land can be made available for cultivation ; and on Groot- 
vley there is also a large acreage of ploughable land. On the 
middle farm the nature of the ground is such as to render only 
small pieces here and there fit for use. Cereals of all kinds will 
grow well, and the more hardy of tropical products. Firewood, 
timber, and stone are there in abundance; and on all three 
farms strong signs of mineral wealth. On Goudfontein, at the 
small hill in the north-west corner, there has been deep 
trenches dug, and a kind of mineral obtained (supposed by the 
surveyor to be cobold) apparently in abundance. The block 
of these farms contain 12,332 English acres and 34 roods. 
Distance from Nylstroom, about 48 miles, N . by W.  ̂ W.



No. 3 3 . B o s c h d e a a i ,  N o. 3 4 .  K k o k o d i l  R i v e r ,  N o. 3 5 .  
L a n o e w a te e .—These farms, although only about 4 ,0 0 0  yards 
from the foregoing, are below the hills, and the temperature 
is much warmer. All kinds of tropical products will thrive 
well on them, and they have an abundant supply of water, wood, 
and stone, and a good extent of cultivatable land. The pasture 
is good, and on the hill sides there is every sign of copper, and 
rich iron ore is to be seen in many places ready to hand. 
Situated between Mr. Munro^s and Mr. Verdoorn’s lands. 
Distance from Nylstroom, about 5 0  miles, N. by W .  The 
block contains 1 4 ,3 4 7 -7  English acres.

No. 3 6 .  K l i p p l a a t ,  N o. 3 7 . P a l a l a ,  N o. 3 8 .  L ib a n o n ,  
No. 3 9 . K a e e i r s h o e k ,  N o. 4 0 ,  J o n g h a n s h o e k .—These farms 
are situated on the Palala River, where it leaves the hills, and 
adjoining on the east side is a block of sixty surveyed farms 
belonging to Mr. G-. T. Yerdoorn. The most easterly of the 
farms, Jonghanshoek, under the hill and bounded by the 
river, is one of the best situations for the planter that could 
be procured. Warmth, absence of frost, plenty of good land 
for cultivation, and native labour within 6 0 0  yards of its 
boundary, are some of its qualifications—plenty of wood, 
water, &c., are others. The other four farms being in the hill 
country, are less available for cultivation. Still there are some 
small pieces of good land on them, and their vicinity to the 
large block already mentioned cannot fail to enhance their 
value. As stock farms they are excellent, which is sufficiently 
proved by the immense number of game now on them, it 
being well known that the buffalo will not stav on bad pasture 
lands. The greater part of the ground is rocky, but there 
are here and there pretty spots for homesteads, and everywhere 
fiiewood and water are plentiful. The farm Jonghanshoek, 
below the mountain, is rich in mineral wealth, and the Kafirs 
are constantly mining copper, &c., on that place. I t  has also, 
not far below, a quartz range, in which gold is found, and will 
very probably be rich in alluvial. On the top farm iron is to 
be found in abundance. Copper also exists on it. Distance 
from Nylstroom, about 5 0  miles, N. by W.

No. 4 1 .  W il g e b o o m s d r ift ,  district W aterberg.—This farm 
is situated close to the town of Nylstroom, on the high lands, 
and is a very valuable one for a sheep-run. I t  is abundantly 
supplied with water. The grass is short, plentiful, and good, 
and on the neighbouring farm sheep are the chief source of 
profit. J-his, iu a district where sheep farms are scarce, is a 
great advantage. Cereals can also be grown in abundance,



and will do well. The situation is good, high, and healthy, 
and as a summer residence most desirable, its vicinity to the 
town being a great advantage. It lies in the middle of the 
farms selected by the emigrant boers when the district was 
first populated, a sufficient guarantee that it is one of the best 
spots in the locality. Situated between the two farms of Mr. 
W.  Munro. Distance from Nylstroom, about 4 miles, N. by E.

No. 42. T o o i s k r a a l ,  N o. 43. W i t f o n t e i n ,  No. 44. H a r t e -  
b e e s t p o o r t . —These farms are situated in and east of the 
Eooybergen, and are excellent stock-farms for sheep or cattle. 
The surrounding farms are all occupied, and much thought of. 
The pasture is uncommonly rich, sweet, and good, the land 
being most fertile, and only wants the plough to reuder it 
valuable. Hartebeestpoort, in the hills, is a very good sheep- 
run, the ground being high and open, while the others east­
wards are more warm and level. Tobacco in particular grows 
to great advantage here. They have plenty of wood, stone, 
and water, &c., and are on the wagon road from the Pretoria 
district to Rooyberg. This road is open and good from 
Pretoria to the farm, being in constant use by people going 
in quest of timber and game. On the farm Tooiskraal I got 
several pieces of copper ore and some lead, and on Hartebeest­
poort, if looked for, I am sure both minerals will be found in 
large quantities. Distance from Nylstroom, about 40 miles, 
W. by S.
■ _ No. 45. D w a a l p a n ,  district Rustenburg.—The annexed 
diagram represents 1,180 morgen and 486 square roods of 
land (2,499-17 English acres), being the extent of the farm 
Dwaalpan, situated in the district of Rustenburg, South 
African Republic, the property of A. Forssman, inspected 11th 
January, 1867, by the commission of Zarel Eloff, Field-cornet, 
for J. H. Yenter, upon a right purchased of J. P. Maree. 
This farm in its present state is only adapted to graze cattle, 
the pasturage being good, and as such would form a valuable 
auxiliary to the adjoining place Staankraal. Distance from 
Rustenburg 120 miles.

_ No. 46. S t a a n k r a a l ,  district Rustenburg.—The annexed 
diagram represents 1,782 morgen and 259 square roods of 
land -(3,772-5 English acres), being the extent of the farm 
Staankraal, situated in the district of Rustenburg, South 
African Republic, the property of A. Forssman, inspected 
11th January, 1867, by the commission of Zarel Eloff, Field- 
cornet, for J. H. Yenter, upon a right of A. G. Schoonbe. 
Staankraal, or Oliedrift, is one of those peculiar farms which 
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require  to  be seen in  order to  be fully appreciated . Suffering 
under the disadvantage of be ing  a considerable d istance from, 
th e  nearest village, n a tu re  has tried  to  com pensate for th is  
draw back, for draw back it  is, by  bestow ing  upon S taan k raa l 
some of her richest b lessings— a pu re  and  perm an en t stream . 
The Crocodile or L im popo R iver w atering  its  eastern  boundary , 
refreshes the  w eary traveller and  his cattle  after a long  m arch  
of th ir ty  miles w ithout th a t essential elem ent, to  w hich m ust 
be added the  luxu rian t pastu rage  found on th e  b an k s of th a t 
g ratefu l stream , m aking  th e  traveller re lu c tan t to p a r t w ith  a 
spot so richly endowed by  natu re . P ee ling  doub tfu l if  such 
ano ther encam pm ent can be in  store  for him , he w ould stay  to  
enjoy the p icturesque scene, b u t w hich is only in  store  for th e  
fo rtunate  occupier, who will have a daily tre a t of w hich he cannot 
w eary ; for, s tand ing  a t one ex trem ity  of th e  vast p la in  
before him , covered w ith  ta ll w aving g rass and  su rrounded  by  
a forest of m agnificent trees, g iv ing  i t  th e  appearance of a 
lake in  a park , he beholds gam e, la rg e  and  small, s tealth ily  
approaching th e  banks of th e  silvery stream  to  quench th e ir  
bu rn in g  th irs t, w hich a tropical sun has m ade them  feel in  no 
small degree. L ooking in  ano ther d irection, he perceives his 
cattle  peacefully brow sing in  th e  rich  m eadow, w hich contains 
an  unlim ited supply of fine and  sw eet g rass, alm ost h id in g  
those th a t are lazily ly ing  down, and  w hich im p arts  to  them  a 
stall-fed appearance, enabling  h im  w hen business calls h im  to 
R u stenburg  or any o ther place, to travel w ithou t th e  risk  
of losing any th ro u g h  poverty , and  a t alm ost railw ay 
speed com pared to  others who are  n o t so fo rtuna te  in 
having cattle  in  such condition. T u rn in g  to  h is lands, he 
already is rew arded for his to il and  tro u b le  b y  beho ld ing  his 
crops stand ing  in  varie ty  and  th e  rich est profusion, only 
w aiting for the  harvest season to  b e  g a th e red  in , w hen  he can 
drink  coffee of his own g row ing  and have b read  of h is  own corn, 
&c., besides supplying those darin g  adven tu rers p roceeding  to 
th e  Gold Fields. The b est road  th a t  can be  travelled  in  the 
w in ter season b e ing  th a t  w hich leads to  S taankraa l, is 
ano ther im portan t advantage it  possesses. D istance from 
R ustenburg , about 125 miles.

_ No. 47.— N a a u w p o o r t , d istric t R u sten b u rg .— N aauw poort, 
situated  abou t fifty miles N .W . of R u sten b u rg , on th a t  in ­
exhaustible stream  the  G reat M arico R iver, possesses every 
facility to  render i t  a valuable farm . A t po in t D  in  th e  river 
(see diagram) is an  excellent place for ta k in g  ou t th e  w ate r by 
dam m ing the  river, and im m ediately below is a  piece o f open 
ground, which could be irr ig a te d  ou t o f th e  dam  so made



without the trouble and expense of clearing any bush, and 
the soil being good, the enterprising farmer would soon see 
the fruits of his labour in a plentiful harvest. The climate 
is well adapted for the production of all kinds of cereals, 
and there can be no doubt tha t coffee will also thrive, the 
farm being situated in the coffee-producing district. The 
pasturage also is of a superior quality, well adapted for different 
kinds of stock, rendering the place complete regarding every 
requisite to make it  a desirable estate. The track m arked in 
the diagram is used by the natives, and could with a trifling 
outlay be made a good wagon road.

No. 4 8 .  H a b d e k o l b u l t , district E ustenburg .— The place 
H ardekolbult is an excellent stock-farm, having an unlimited 
supply of tha t element which is b u t too scarce in some parts 
of this Eepublic, viz., water, the Crocodile E iver being the 
boundary, besides which another small stream  passes through 
the farm, which affords a great facility to water stock during 
grazing hours, thus dispensing w ith the necessity tha t would 
otherwise exist of driving them  from their pasturage to the 
river. By raising a small em bankm ent, the stream passing 
through the farm can be made available for irrigation, whereby 
agriculture on an extensive scale m ight be carried on, both 
climate and soil being favourable to  the production of cereals 
of every descrip tion ; and as this place is situated in the 
E ustenburg  district, coffee is also likely to thrive.

No. 4 9 .  L o s k o p p ie , district E ustenburg .— Loskoppie, 
bounded on the north  and south by a range of high hills, the 
level country below interspersed w ith clumps of trees, present­
ing a park-like appearance, and a small b u t perm anent stream— 
the drainage of several small springs on either side of its 
banks—m eandering through the m idst of the place, complete 
a most picturesque rom antic little spot. These springs would, 
if properly opened, yield a sufficient supply of water for the 
purposes of agriculture, for which the soil is well adapted; also, 
as a cattle farm, it  is second to none in th a t locality, the 
pasturage, which is of a superior quality, more than com­
pensating for the deficiency in extent, as the whole of it is 
good. The distance from E ustenburg, the nearest village, is 
about 70 miles, with a good road leading to it. This farm 
adjoins H ardekolbult.

No. 50. H a b t e b e e s t d o k n s , district E ustenburg .— This place 
is essentially a stock-farm, and the pasturage of excellent 
quality. Facilities also exist for m aking dams. The road which 
bounds this farm on the west leads to the Gold Fields, and is



the  b est th a t can be travelled  in  the  sum m er season, w hen th e  
w ater, w hich a t th a t tim e is scarce, can be  reached sooner by  
tak in g  th is than  any o ther road. D istance from  R u sten b u rg , 
110 miles.

b io .  51. R ic k e k s d a h , d istric t P o tchefstroom .— R ickersdam , 
situated  as above, and about 80 m iles to  th e  eastw ard of the  
new village of Z eerust, is bounded  by  th e  G reat M arico 
R iver, a m ore beautifu l and constan t stream  th an  w hich is 
n o t to  be  seen in  the  whole ex ten t, vast as i t  is, of th e  S ou th  
A frican R epublic. N o w onder th en  th a t  M arico form s th e  
centre of a ttrac tion  to  th o se . who seek th e ir  fortunes in  th a t 
w ealthy p a rt of the  S tate , and who are sure, if  in d u stry  accom ­
pany perseverance, to  find it. W ith  a rich ly  productive soil, of 
w hich any reasonable ex ten t m igh t be  b ro u g h t u n d er cu ltiva­
tion  (the portion  shown in  th e  diagram  b e ing  a m ere m ite of 
th a t w hich m igh t be cultivated), and  cereals of all descrip tions 
grow ing luxurian tly , th e  farm  R ickersdam  leaves its  fo rtunate  
possessor little  else to  be desired. The neighbourhood is well 
know n to abound w ith  lead in  an  alm ost pure state, and  on 
R iekersdam  a bed of plum bago ex ists o f a very  fine quality , so 
th a t the  soil can safely be  pronounced  rich  in  every respect. 
The pasturage, consisting of good and  sw eet g rass, is su itab le  
for any description of stock, w hich th riv e  p articu larly  well. 
D istance from Potchefstroom , 130 m iles; from  R u sten b u rg , 
about 60 miles.

No. 52. T h o e n y  B u s h ,  No. 53. S c h o o n g e z ic h t , in  th e  d is tric t 
of L eydenburg .—These farm s are s itu a ted  in  th e  L eydenburg  
d istric t ol the  bou th  A frican R epublic, east of th e  D rakensberg  
M ountains, about 50 miles w est o f th e  new line betw een  the  
R epublic and th e  P o rtuguese  G overnm ent. T hey are  so u th ­
w ards w ithin about 40 miles of th e  R iver Sabie. The soil is 
a ligh t and  sandy loam, frost is unknow n, and  th e  clim ate a t 
all seasons is alm ost tropical. T here is a fair supply of w ater 
on b o th  farms, while th ro u g h  th e  one ru n s  a la rg e  stream , 
called by  the  natives S tone R iver. T here  is an  abundance of 
tim ber for all purposes, and  stone, is to  be  ob tained  in  p len ty  
on the  banks of the_ stream . The farm s are, I  believe, well 
adapted for the  cultivation of coffee, sugar, and  all trop ical 
p roducts. The above tw o farm s adjoin each other. D istance 
from the town of L eydenburg , abou t 60 miles.

No. 5 4 . Z u ik e e k o p ,  d istric t L eydenburg .— This farm  lies to 
the  east of the  D rakensbergen , in  th e  d is tr ic t of L eydenburg , 
on the ridges as they  slope from  th e  m ountains, abou t sixteen 
miles from the  north-w est corner of M cO orkindale’s b lock of



ground named “  A lexandria.”  The soil is a ligh t loam, the 
climate is warm^ and frost almost unknown. There is plenty 
of tim ber on the ground for erecting homesteads, and an 
unlimited supply of firewood on all sides. This farm lies in 
the middle of a district th a t will be valuable when the eastern 
seaport is once opened, through its vicinity to the port and its 
adaptability for the cultivation of all tropical products. 
D istance from Leydenburg, about 48 miles, E .N .E .

No. 5 5 .  A n t io c h , district Leydenburg.— This farm lies in 
the district of Leydenburg, about four miles east of the 
D rakensbergen and some nineteen miles north-w est of 
M cCorkindaleJs ground. The farm is well watered and wooded, 
and is all th a t could be desired for tropical produce, and easily 
cultivated, being at present well stocked w ith Kafirs, whose 
aptitude in picking upon the best ground is particularly 
evinced in this instance. The grass is good and plentiful, the 
climate mild during the whole year, and its vicinity to the 
mountains is a sure guarantee th a t rain  will always be abundant. 
Lying as it does under the mountains, and within easy distance 
of the port at present contemplated a t Delagoa Bay, it will 
be an acquisition as an agricultural farm for tropical products. 
Distance from Leydenburg, about 4 5  miles.

No. 56. G e o o t b o s c h ,  district Potchefstroom .— The farm 
Grootbosch, 4,228 m orgen 200 square roods and 114 square 
feet (8,949'487 English acres), is situated seven hours on 
horseback from Potchefstroom, and eight hours on horseback 
from Klerksdorp. The middle wagon road from Potchefstroom 
to Marico runs only half an hour on horseback from the 
w estern boundary line of the farm, and on the east side the 
large wagon road passes. This farm was inspected for the 
Government of the South African Republic on the 11th 
April, 1865.

No. 57. S p e c u l a t ie ,  district Potchefstroom .— The report of 
Grootbosch is applicable to  this farm also. Adjoining these 
two farms lies the farm No. 1 on table of surveyed farms 
(Yogelstruispan).

No. 58. K o o d o e s f o n t e in ,  district W aterberg .— This farm is 
distant from Nylstroom about th irty  miles north-east, and lies 
on the wagon road to Hanglip. I t  is a farm selected as far 
back as 1858, when good land was everywhere plentiful, by  
an experienced farmer, and consequently well adapted for 
agricultural purposes. The grass and locality are well suited 
for general stock purposes, and there is an abundance of water 
for irrigation, with plenty of strong black loamy soil ready



for the plough. Firewood is procurable in abundance, stone 
is ready at hand, and a small supply of useful timber can be 
obtained on the farm.

No. 59. W a ter h o u t b o o m , district W aterberg.—This farm 
resembles Avondale, St. Agnes Fontein, &c., in every respect, 
except that the climate here is much warmer than that of the 
former, as it lies close under the hills sloping westwards. I t  
is also better supplied with water for the purposes of irriga­
tion. I t is distant from them about two miles, on Mampas- 
spruit before its junction with the Matlabas Eiver. Distance 
from Nylstroom, about 53 miles.

No. 60. P e t e e m a n n ,  district W aterberg.—For surveyor’s 
report on this farm, see that of Cosmopolite and Fairfield.

No. 61. M u r c h is o n ,  district W aterberg.—The same as above.
No. 62. C a l h a r ,  district W aterberg.—The same as above.
No. 63. O n v e r w a c h t , district W aterberg.—This farm is 

about 42 miles north-west from Nylstroom, to the south of the 
wagon road to the Matlabas River and the Tati Gold Fields. 
I t  is well supplied with water that can be used for irrigation. 
The soil is rich and strong, the pasturage is good, the grass 
being rich, sweet, and plentiful, with fine steep valleys among 
the hills for shelter. Firewood is abundant everywhere, and 
there is a good supply of useful timber on the farm, while 
stone of good quality is ready to the hand for building purposes.

No. 64. C o sm o po l it e ,  N o . 65. F a ir f ie l d .—These farms lie 
on the ground sloping east to the Magalaquin or Nyl River, 
and in the nature of their soil, situation, &c., are similar to 
one another. One of the principal roads from the Pretoria 
and W aterberg districts to the Limpopo and Tati Gold Fields 
passes through these two farms, thus insuring a good road to 
the ground from the district town, and from there a good 
road to the interior. The soil is a light and sandy loam, well 
adapted for the cultivation of coffee, &c., which has been tried, 
and does well in the Zoutpansberg district, about 60 miles due 
east of these farms. The grass is sweet, plentiful, and affords 
good pasture for cattle. There is a fair supply of water, and 
wood for fire is abundant, with small quantities of useful 
timber for farm purposes in some places, while stdme is to be 
obtained near at hand. These two farms are distant N. by E. 
from Nylstroom about 83 miles, and are 17,062 English acres 
in extent.

No. 66. Y a r k e n s f o n t e i n ,  N o. 67. P a a r d e d r i f t ,  N o. 68. 
Z a a g k u i l ,  district W aterberg.—These farms are about 40



miles north by west from Nylstroom, on a high level plateau 
at the sources of the Palala River. The situation is open and 
healthy, well adapted for stock of all kinds, including horses 
and sheep. The grass is plentiful, and is mixed (sweet and 
sour), and shoots up green at intervals during the whole year, 
rendering it first class pasturage for stock. The water is 
abundant, and can be thrown over a large extent of 
ground. It is well adapted to the growth of all kinds of 
grain and other articles of farm produce. There is plenty of 
red sandstone in various places on the farms. Firewood is 
very plentiful everywhere, and a good supply of serviceable 
timber for wagons and farm buildings, &c., can be obtained 
on the ground. The farm Koodoesfontein (No. 58 in this 
register) adjoins Paardedrift, making the whole a large block 
of land. Distance from Nylstroom, about 40 miles, N. by W.

No. 69. A n t w e e p ,  N o . 70. S t .  A g n e s  F o n t e i n ,  N o . 71. 
B a c k w o o d .  N o. 72. A v o n d a l e ,  N o. 73. G o e d g e d a c h t ,  N o. 74. 
M im o s a  P a e k .—These farms, situated about 5 5  miles north­
west from Nylstroom, on the Matlabas River, near its source, 
and on the road from Nylstroom to the Limpopo and 
the interior, are well adapted for the cultivation of all semi- 
tropical products, such as coffee, sugar, &c. The soil is a light 
red sandy loam. The climate is warm, and mild frost is hardly 
ever known. There is an abundance of firewood everywhere on 
the ground, and here and there a fair supply of timber for 
ordinary building purposes. The grass is good and abundant, 
and there is a good road from Waterberg to the ground, and 
from thence to the present Gold Fields on the Tati River. 
Sandstone is to be had at the river for building purposes. This 
block of farms contain 33,679 English acres.
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