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THE

L.PREEMINENCE

Seitio Prima~

- Am a free-born Subjet of the Realm of England s
- whereby I claim as my native Inheritance, an
undoubted right,. propriety, and portion in the
. Laws of the Land; And this diftinguifheth me -
<8 from a Slave. 1 claim-alfo an intereft and com-
_ mon right in the High National Court of Parliament,
~ and in the Power, the Priviledges and Jurisdiction there-
of, which I putin equal balance with the Laws, in re-
_gard it is the Fountain whence they [prings And this -
T hold alfo to be a principal part of my Birth-right : -
_.which great Council I honour, re(pet, value, and love
_in as high a degree as can be s as being ‘the Bulwark,
- of our Riberties, the ‘main boundary and bank which
 keeps s from flavery, frove the inundations of tyranni<
cal Rule, and unbounded will-government. And I hold
~_my felf obliged in a tye of indifpenfable obedience, .
to conform and fubmit my feIf to whatfoever {hall be :
- tranfa&ed, concluded and conftituted by its Authority -

m 3
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6 The Pre-eminence of Parliamen,
10 Church or State s whether it be by making, enla-
ging. altering, “diminihing, difannulling, repealing, or
reviving of any Law, Statute, A&, or Ordinance what-
{oever, either touching matters Ecclefiaftical, Civil,
Common, Capital, Criminal, Martial, Maritime, Mu-
nicipal, or) any other s of all which, the tranfcendent
and ‘uncontroulable JurisdiGtion of that Court is ca-
pable to take cognizance, : '
Amongft the three things which the Athenian Cap-

tain thank’d the gods for, one was, That he was born
" Grecian, and not a' Barbarian. For fach was the va-
nity of the Grecks, and after them, of the Romans, in
~the flourith of their Monarchy, to arrogate all civilj-
ty to themfelves, and to term all the world befides
Barbarians : So 1 may f{ay, to have caufe to rejoyce,
that 1 was born a vaffal to the Crown of England 5
that I was born under o well moulded and tempered
2 Government, which endows the Subjet with fuch
Liberties and Infranchifements that bear up his natu-
- 1al courage, and keep him ftill in heart 5 fuch Liber-
"ties that fence and. fecure him cternally from the gripes
< aud: tallons of Tyranny : And all this may be imputed
- %o ithe-Authority and Wifdoni of this High Gourt of
“Parliament, whereinthere isfuch a rare.co-ordination of
“'power: (though: the - Soveraignty" remain il éntire,
- and untransferable in the perfon of the Pritice’) there
s, Iifay, fick a“Wholfom;mimuréf’twixft‘fﬂ‘dmarcby, 0p-
timacy, and Democracy “twixt Prince, Peers, and Com-
- ‘munalty, 'during the ‘time of confultation, that of (o
“many diftin& parts, by a rareco-operation and unani-
- mity, they make but one Body-Politick, (like.that Sheaf
Cof Arrowsin thefEmblemj'one'éntaires"concentrical piece;
- and the Refults ‘of their deliberations, ‘butas (o many
harmgpious diapafonsarifing from diflerent ftrings. 'Ai]ﬁd
: s e ' what
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The Pre-eminence of Parliamenr. 5
‘what greater immunity and ‘happinefs can there be to
a 'People, than to be liable to no Laws but what they
make themfelves ? To be fubje& to no Contribution,
Affeflement,or any pecuniar levyy whatfoever,but fhat
they Vote, and voluntarily yield unto themflves : For
in this compacted Politic Body, there be all degrees of

people reprefented 5 both the Mechanick, Tradefman,

Merchant, and Yeoman, have their inclufive | Vote, as
well as the Gentry, in the perfons -of their Truftees,
their Knights and Burgefles, in paffing (of ‘all. things.

Nor is this Soveraign Surintendent Council an E pitome

~ of 'this Kingdom ouly, but it may be faid to -have a
 Teprefeatation of the whole Univerfes as 1 heard a
fluent well-worded Knight deliver the laft Parliament,
who compared the beautiful compofiire. of: that :High
Court, to 'the great Work :of God, the World it &lf:
The King is as the ‘Sun, the Nobles the rfixed Stars;
the ‘Itinerant Judges and other Qfficers: (‘that goupon-
Meflages ‘twixt both Houfes) to the Blanets 5 the Cler-
gy to the Element of fire 5 the Commons, to the folid
Body of 'Earth, ‘and the reft of ‘the ‘Elements. © And
%o purfue this comparifon a little farther; as the hea-
venly Bodies, when three of them meet in Conjunction,
do ufe to produce fome admirable effects in the Ele.
‘mentary World: So when thefe three States con-
vene and -affemble in one folemn: great Funta, fome
notable and extraordinary things are brought. forth,
tending to the welfare of the whole Kingdom |, our
Microcofm. . ' SRt

Y E that is never fo little verfed in the Annals of
H this Ifle, will find that it hath been:her fate to
be four times conguwered, 1 exclude the Scot 5 for the
fcituation of his Countrey, and the quality of the
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@ The Preceminence of Parliament.
Clime, hath been fiuch an advantage and fecarity to him,
“that neither the Roman Eagles would flye thither for
fear of Freezing their Wingss; nor any other nation at-
* tempt the Work. - e : '
Thefe fo many Conquefts muft needs bring with
them many tumblings and toffings, many difturbances
‘and -changes in Government ; yet I have obferved,that
‘notwithftanding thefe tumblings, it retained ftill the
form of a Monarchy, and fomething there was always
.that'had-Analogy with the great Affembly the Parlia-
sspent. : % i : :
The firt Conqueft I find was made by Clandius Ce-
ifar 5 at ‘which time (Cas fome well obferve ) the Ro-
.man Enfigns, and the Standard of Chrift came in toge-
‘ther, It is well known what Laws the Roman, had 3
‘He had his Comitia, which bore arefemblauce with our
Convention in Parliament 5 the place of their meeting
.was called Pretorium, and the Laws which they enacted,
Plebefeite G i
The 'Saxon Gonquelt fucceeded next, which were
‘the Exglifh, there being no name in welfh. or Irifb for
-an Englifhman, but -Saxon, 1O this ‘day... They go-
~ verned by Parliament, though it were under other
-names 3 as Michel Sinoth, Michel Gemote, and Witenage
L =Bfpfeant X% sk Lic poiive 02 1 bink : ,
_ There are Records above a, thoufand years old, of
thefe Parliaments, in the Reigas of King Ina, 0ff2,
Ethelbert, and the reft of the feven Kings during the
Heptarchy. the Eritifh Kingsalfo, who retain’d a great
while fome part of the Ifle unconquered, governed and
“made Laws: by a kind of Parliamentary Way 5 witnefs
" the famous: Laws of Prince Howel,called Howel Dba,
(the' ood . Prince. Howel) whereof .there are  yct
extant fome WelfhRecords. Parliaments viere 'a}ig
EERE = : uic

\
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ufed after the Heptarchy by King Kemulphus, Alphred,
and others; witnels that xenowned . Parfiament held at
Grately by King athelg o sdrEas D w
i Thg third Conquegfgya& by.the Danes, anQ»tIJCY
+ goverw’d alfo by fich,general Affemblies, (" as they,do
to this day ) witnefs that great and {o much celebrated
- Parliament held by. that: mighty Monarch Canutys,;who
was King of Ewgland, Denmark, Norway, and other
Regions, 150 years before the compiling of Magua Char-
#45 and this the learned in the Laws do hold to ‘be
one of the (pecial'lt, and moft authentick pieces of An-
tiquity we have extant. . Edward the Confeffor made
all his Laws thus, (and he was a great Legiflator ),
which the Nornzaz Congqueror. (who liking, none of his

Sons, made God Almighty his heir,bequeathing unto him
this lland for a Legacy). did ratifie and eftablith,and
digelted them into one entire methodical Syltem, which
being violated by Rufys, (who.came to fuch a difaltrous
end, as to be fhot to death in lieu of a Buck for his
facriledges ) were reftor'd by Henry che. fictk,, and (o
they continued in force till King, Fobn, whofe: Reign
is renowned for frlt confirming Msgme . Charta, the
foundation of our Libertiesever {ince + Which may bé

compar’d to divers: Outlandifb Graffs. for upon- our Eu-
84fb flock s or toa Pofte o Jundry feagrant flowerss for
the choicefk. of the Kﬂfqﬁ» the Romarty Sakon; Dawifby
and Norman. Laws,, being,,culld,and pick’d out, and
%qzth.:;;d‘ as 1t wereriato.one bundle, qut of them the
orelaid Graud Charter, was extradhed : And the efta<

blifhment of this ~gge3tggha;teufwas\t'hg work of a Per.

Bk b » S 3
14 b5

lfz'f{(“’mt‘ s savishnnrs ’f} SIGEg NOIHT i3 e

;Nor are the Laws of #4is Hflidd only, and the frees
dom Pgths'.,s.ubieﬂ, conlerved: by Raliamit ; but al}
the. beft. policed Conntreys' of -Exrape: have the like.
> i o The

MBI 957 181NN
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1o~ ThePre-eminence of Parlinment.
The Germans have their Diets, the Dawes and ‘Swedes
their Riicks ‘Dachs 5 the Spaniard calls his Parliament,
Las Cortes, and the French have (or fhould have at
leaft ) their Affembly ‘of three States, though it be
grown now ina manner obfolete, becaufe the Autho-
rity thereof was (‘by accident’) deévolv’d to the King.
‘And very remarkable ‘it is,” how this happened 5 for
when the Exglifh had taken fuch large footing in moft
“parts of France, having advanced as far ‘as Orleans; and
driven their  then King Charles the {cventh to Bourges
in’ Berrys the  Affembly of the three Stares in' thele
preflures, being ‘not- ablé'to meet_after the ufual man-
neér in full Parliament, becaule the Countrey was un-
paffable; the'enemy having made fuch firm invafions
up and' down “through the very-bowels“of the King-
dom'; ‘that power which:formerl§ was inherént in the
Parliarientiry Affercbly;” of: mialing Taws, of affefling
the Subjett ‘with' Taxes; ‘fubfidiary levics, and other
impofitions; was tranfmitted to ‘the King during. the
Wars“ which continuing many yearsthat intrafted pow-
er by length of time grew as ‘it were habitual'in him,

and could neveriafter be ‘ré-aflunied ‘and taken from

him 5 fo'that/ever fince, his Edids cotntervail A& of
Parliamenss: And that' which ‘made’the bufinefs more
fealable" for the Kixg, was,® that the burthen fell
‘ioft-apon:the Commataley, ( the Clergy and. Nobi-
lity not feeling the ‘weight “of it ) who were willing to
-~ fee: the Peafeans pull'd ‘down a"little! bécaufe not many

years before in ‘that notable Rebellion, call'd ?é?:ﬁ-}
guerie, de Beanvofin, Which was fupprefled'by” Charles

the #ife; the common people put themfclyes boldly in

Arms againft che ‘Nobility ‘and-Géiltry, t0/1effen their
power. = Add:'hefeunto’Vas'“an - advantage to ‘the
work, that the next fﬁcc%"ec_!iﬁgfmhg Lewis the Eleventh,
S i"x‘ ‘ was

: S 5 P S ¥ : G K
A SRV o i ; e | (e t 7 ) : 2R
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The Pre-eminence of Parliament, 2!

was.a clofe cunning Prince, and could weli tell how
~to play his game, and draw water to.his own Mills
For, amongft all the reft, he was faid todbe the firft that
put the Kings of Frauce, hors de page; out of their mi-
nority, or from being Pages any more, though there-
by he brought the poor Peafeantito be woile than Lac-
Hiesae /it d DOs . vo3usd gl do 2ol :
- With the fall, or at lealt the difcountenance-of that
ulial Parliamentary. Affembly of the shrec States, the
liberty of the French Nation utterly fell 5 the poor
Roturier and Vineyard-man, .with the: re(t of the Yeo-
manry, being reduced ever.fince ‘to fuch an abject
afinin condition, . that they ferve byt as Jponges: for the
King to fqueeze wher be lift.  Neverthelefs, as that King
hath an advantage hereby one way, to Monarchize
more abfolutely, and never to. want money, but to
ballaft his Purfe when he will: fo there is another
mighty .inconvenience arifeth to him iand -his‘ whole
Kingdom another. way 5 for. this illegal: peeling of the
poor Peafeant hath fo dejeted him, and cowed his na-
tive courage fo much by the fene of poverty (whick
brings along with. it a narrownefs of foul ). that he is
little ufeful for the War: which puts the French King
to make other Nations mercenary. to him; to fill' up
his 11%’ antry 5 Infomuch, that the Kingdom of Frawuce
may be not unfitly compared to.a body, that hath all
its bload drawn up into the Arms, Breaftand Back, and
fcarce any left from the Girdle downwards; to cherifh
and bear up the lower parts, and keep them from ftar-
ving. e adiih Aot o P
All this ferioufly confidered, there cannot be a more
properand pregnant;example than this of our wex# Neigh-
bgurs, to prove how infinitely neceffary the Parliament
s, to affert, to prop up, and preferve the Publick:Li-:
o e a3 berty,
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12 The Pre-entinence of Paliarmen. _ B
berty, and National Rights of 'a people, ‘with the in-
columity and welfare of a Countrey. =~ -' |
Nor doth the subjec# only reap benefit thus by pap-
liamsent, but the Prince ( if it bewell confider'd Y hath ' "- :
; equal advantage thereby ; It rendreth him a King of e
< free and able men, which is far more glorious than to - 48
be a King of slaves, Beggars, and Bankrupts 5 Men that
by their freedom, and competency of wealth, are kept
ftill in heart to do him fervice again(t any forrain force,
And it is a true maxime in all'States, that ’tis les dan-
ger ‘and difhonour for the Prince’ to be poor, than his :
“people: Rich Subjecks can make their King rich when o
they pleafe ;- if he gain their hearts, he will quickly get *
their purfes. Parliament increafeth love and good in- . B
telligence “twixt him and his peoples it acquaints him N
with the reality of things, and with the true ftate and .
difeafes of his Kidgdom ; it brings him to the know- j l
ledg of his better fort of Subjetts, and of their abili- ] +
ties, which he may employ accordingly upon all occs- “ 4

fions 5 it provides for his Royal Iffue, pays his debts,
finds means to fill his Cofferss and it s no ill obfer-
vation, The Parliamentary-mo eys” (the great 4id y
have profpered beft with the Kings of Englands it ex-
ceedingly’ raifeth his repute abroad, and enableth him
to keep his foes in Jear, his Subjetts in awe, kis Neigh-

- bowrs and Confederates i Jecurity, the three main things
which go to aggrandize 2 Prince, and render him glo-
rious.  In fum; it is the Pailizmons that fupports, and :
bears up the honour of his' Crown, and fettles his ‘
Throne in fafety, which is the chief end of all their
confultations : For whofoever is entrufted to be a Mem- J
" ber of this High' Court, carrieth with him a double cab
Pacity 3 he fits there as aPatriot, and'as a Subject : As ’
is the one; the Countrey is his .objét, his duty beingh

Ve
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The Preseminence of Parliament. - 13
¢o vindicate the Publick Liberty, to make whollome
Laws, to put his hand to the pump, and ftop the leaks
ofthe great Veflel of the State ; to pry into, and punifh
corruption and oppreffion; to improve and advance
Trade 3 to have the grievances of the place he ferves
for redreffed, and caft about how to find fomething that
may tend to the advantage of it. = .

But he mult not forget that he fits there alfo as a_
Subjedt, and according to that capacity, he mult apply
himfelf to do his Soveraigns bufinels, to provide not
only for his publick , but his perforal wants s -to bear
up the lufter dnd glory of his Cowrt 5 to confider what'
occafions of extraordinary expences he may have, by
encreae of Royal Iflue, or maintenance of any of
them abroad; to enable him to vindicate any affront
or indignity that might be offered to his Perfon,
Crown, or Dignity, by any Foreign State or Kingdom 5
to confult what may enlarge his bonour, contentment,
and pleafura. And as the French Tacitws (Comines ) hath
it, The Enuglifh Nation was ufed to be more forward
and zealous in this particular than any other; accor-

~ ding to that ancient eloquent {peech of a great Lawyer,
Domus Regis vigilia defendit omninm, otinn illins labor
omninmydelicie illins indufbria omninnm,vacatio illiws oc-
cupatio omminm, [alus illivs peviculuwe omwinm, honor
ing objecium omniwn. Every one (hould ftand Centi-
nel to defend the Kings Houfess his jafety fhould be the
danger of all', his pleafyres the nduflry of all; his
eafe (hould be the labowr of all, his honour the objedt
ot all. - ' _ .

Out of thefe premiffes this Conclufion may be eafily
deduced, that, The prizcipal Founta'n whence the King
derives bis happinefs and [afety, is his Parliament 5 It 1s
that great Conduit-Pipe which conveighs unto him.

: : his |
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his peoples bounty and gratitude 3 the trueft Looking-
' Glafs wherein he difcerns their loves 5 now #he Subjel¥s
Love hath beew always accounted the privse Cittadel of a
Prince. In hi§ Parliament he appears as the Sua in the
Meridian, in the altitude of his glory, in his higheft
State Royal, asthe Law tellsus. '

Therefore whofoever is averfe or difaffeGed to this’

‘Soveraign Law-making Court, cannot have his heart
- well planted within him: He can be neither good
Subject, nor good Patriot 5 and therefore unworthy te

breathe Exglifh air, orhave any benefi, advantage, or"

protection from the Laws,

" Seltio Secundo,

of my kears, 1 hope no indifferent Judicious Rea-

der will doubt of the cordial affetion, ‘of the high re-

. Ipedts and due reverence I bear to Parliament, as bein
the wholfomeft conftitution, (and done by the higheft
-and happieft reach of policy ) chat ever was eftablithed

in this Zand,to perpetyate the happinefs thereof : There-
fore I mult tell that Gentleman, who was Author of 2

- Book entituled, The Popifh Royal Favonrite, (lately Prin-
- ted and expofed to the world) that he offers me very
hard meafure 5 nay, he doth me apparant wrong,to term
me therein, No friend to Parliament, and a Malignant
A charaCter, which as I deferve it not, o ldifdainit.
Forthe fir(t part of his charge, I would have him
know, that I am as much a friend, and as real an afficti-
onate bumble fervant and votary to the Parliament, as
poflibly he can bes and will live and die with the(e affe.
ons about me : And I could wifh,that he were Secretary
of my thoughts a while 5 orif I may take the boldnefs -

to

Y‘thatwhiéh hath been {poken, which is the language

o
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“toapply that comparifon His late Majelty ufed in a fa-
mous {peech to one of*his Parliaments,I could with there.
were a Cryftal Window in my Breft, through which the

~ World might efpy the inward motions and palpitations

~of my heart 5 then would he be certified of the finceri-
ty of this Proteftation.

- For the fecond part of his charge,to be a Malignant,l
muft confefs to have fome Adalignity that lurks within
me, much againft my will 5 but it is no malignity of
- mind, it.is among(t the humonrs, not in my intelleitnals.
.And 1 believe, there is no natural man, let him have his-
bumonrs never (o well balanced , but hath fome of this-
malignity veigning Within him;* For as long as. we are

" .compofed of the tour Elements, whence thefe humors:
are derived, and with whom they {ymbolize in quali-

ties s which Efements the Philofophers hold to be in a
reftles contention among(t themfelves (and the Stoick.

thought that the world fubfifted by this innated mutual -
ftrife); as long, 1 fay, as the four buzors, in imitation of

their principles (the Elements ) are in perpetual relu&tan-

-cy; and combate for predominancy, there muft ibe fome
-malignity lodg'd within us, as adufted choler, and ‘the

* like 5 whereof I had late experience, ina dangerous fit
~of ficknefs it pleafed God tolay upon me, which the -
‘Phyficians told me proceeded from the zalignant hypo-
condriacal effects of Melancholy 5 having been fo long in-
‘this. Saturnine black condition of clofe imprifonment,
‘and buried alive between the Walls of this fatal Fleet.
‘Thefe kinds of malignities, 1 confefs are very rife in me,
and they are not only incident, but connatural to every
‘man according to his complexion: And were it not for
this inceflant {trugling and enmity amongft the humors
for mafltery, which produceth fuch wmalignant effelts in
us, our fouls would be loth ever to departfrom .our bo-

- dies, ot to abandon this manfion of clay. Now+
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Now what malignity my dccufer means, I know not ;
if he means malignity of [pirit, 2 fome antipathy or il
impreffion upon the mind, arifing from difaffection, ha-
tred, or rancor, with a defire of fome deftrucive re.
venge, heis mightily deceiv’d in me 5 I malign or hate
no Creature that ever God made, but the Devil, who is
the Author of all malignity 5 and therefore is moft com-
monly called inFrench, le Asalin Afprit, the malignant
- Jpirit. Every night before I go to bed, I have the grace,
I thank God for it, to forgive all the world, and not to
harbour, or let rooft in my bofom the leaft malignant
- thought 5 yet none can deny, but. the afperfions which
thismy dccafer calts upon me, Were enough to make
me a malignant towards hims yet it could never have
the power to do it: For I have prevail'd with my felf to
forgive him this his wrong cenfiire of me, ifining rather
from his #ot-kpowledg of me, than from malice s for we
never mingled fpeech, or aw one another in our lives,
to my remembrance: which makes me wonder the more,
- that a Profeflor of the Law, as he is, {bould pronounce
- fuch a pofitive fentence againft me fo flightly. But me-
- thinks I over-hear him fay, That the precedent difcourfe
of Parliament is involv'd in Generals; and the Tropick
Axiome tells us, that Dolus verfatur in uwniverfalibus,
there is double dealing in Univerfals : His meaning is,
-that I am no friend to this prefent Parliament, (though
“he fpeaks in ‘the Plural number Parliaments) and confe-
quently, he concludes mea Malignant : Therein, I muft
tell him glfo, that Iam traduc’d, and I am confident it
will be never prov'd againft me, from any acfions, words,
or Jetters,(though divers of mine have been intercepted)
- or aay other mifdemeanor, though fome things are fa-
ther'd upon me which never dropt from my quill. Alas,
‘how unworthy and uncapable am I'to cenfure the pro-
. ' : ‘ceedings

{
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ceedings of that great Sexate,that high S ynedrion, Whete-
inthe wifdom of the whole State is epitomized ? It were
a prefumption in me,of the higheft nature that could be:
It is enough for me to pray for the profperous {ccefs of
their confultations: And asI hold it my duty, fo T have
good reafon fo to do, in regard I am to’have my (harein
‘the happinefs 5 And could the utmoft of my poor endea-
~\N()\m"s,'by any minifterial humble office {and fometimes the
‘meaneft Boat [iwain may help to preferve the Ship from
- finking ) be fo happy, as to contribute any thing to ad-
“vance that great work(which Tam in defpair to do,while
Tam thus under Hatches in this Fleet ), Twould efteem it
the' greateft honour that poflibly could befall me; ask
‘hold it now to bemy greateft difafter, to have faln {o hea-
vily under an afflition of'this nature,& to be made a facri-
‘fice'to publick fame, than which there is-no other proof;
“nor that yet urg'd againftme, or any thing elfe produc’d
‘after fo long, fo long captivity, whichhath Mough;t;w e
to fuch alow ebb, and put me {6 far behind in the courfe
.of my poor fortunes, and indeed more thanhalf undone
me. - Fer although my wholelife (fince I'was left to my
felf'to fwine, astheyf{ay, without bladders ) hasbeen nos
‘thing elfe but a contintied fucceffion of croffes, and that
there are but few red letters found (" God wot ) in the
‘Almanack of my Age (for which I'account not my felf
‘awhit the lefs happy )5 yet This crofs has carried with it
a greater weight, it hath been of a larger extent, longer
-continuance,and lighted heavier upon methan any others
and as Thave prefént patience tobear it, {01 hope for fib-
fequent grace to-make ufe of it accordingly, that my old
- ‘Motto may be ftill confirmed; 7udfpara padipere

T TE Pro_dﬁéeth 'my‘4.1~atteﬁatlion- for'_fbme‘ paﬂ"agesiu‘
® L ke iy i et
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me right, which obligeth mic to him 1 ABd L hops all B
quotations, wherein he is (0 extraordinarily copious and
&laborate in all his works, are {6 5 yet Fmuft tell him,

thavthofe interchangeable Letters which paffed between

HisMajefty and che, ope; which were originally couch’d
1n: Letin, the language wherein all .Na.t;én%;rge;%szwii_ '
Kome, and the Ewpirewithall the Princes thereqf‘s th e
Letters, 1 fay, are adulterated in many places, whichT
impute not to him, but to the French chronicler, from
whom he took themvin truft.  The truth of fi!?!b;.u 6f8

s this 5 The world knows there was a tedious, treaty of
an Alliance ‘twixt the Infanta Dona Maria ( whq,fnow
15 Emprefs ) and. His Majefty, which in regard of th

flow affesf‘?ted\pace of the é’;wg, d;lafted;#bfeﬁtﬁﬂquag:
as,thatin Henry the feventh’s time, ° twixt Prince Arthir
and, afterwards) Queen Kathanine, was fpun out ‘aboye

fewen s To quicken, or rather to ¢ afumimate the work ;

\ﬁimijeﬁy‘ made that adventurous, jouraey, through the
whole Continent of FM&%-;il.ltbé;{ﬂéfw_Wﬁ@yﬂgc,

 though there was a great deal of gallantry init, (where.
of all pofterity will ring,until it turn at laft toa Romanee)
yetit proy’d-the bane of the bufinefs, which tis not the
- Etrand offo poora Pamﬁhlelt]:s this to unfold. - His Ma-
jelty being there arriv'd, theignorant- common peopls
;rwg&o.t?;ﬁthe Prince of of Wales came thither to mag:
himfelf a Chriftian, - ThePope writ to the Inquifttor Ge- -
weral, and others, toufe all indultry ‘they could to, re- _
duce him to the Roman Religions And one of 0lvares
firlk complements to him, was, That he doubted not bips
that His. Highnefs came. thither #0 change bis Religion s
whereunto he made a {hort anfwer, That He came not 5;-
ther for a Religion, but for a wife. Theré were extra-
ordinary proceflions made, and other artifices-us’d by
- protraction of things, tomake him ftay there of purpofe

all
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ititlothe Spring following, ' to-work upon-him the bet-
ter) 3 And the JTufanta her €lf defir'd him: (" which' was

-efteem’d the greateft favour hereceived from het’ allthe .
wihike) towvilit the Nuz of Carion ; hoping that the faid
Nun,who was {0-much cryed up for. miracles, might have
wrought one upon hims buther Art failed her : norwas
<His Highnéfs fo'weak a fubje& to worlt upon; according

-to His late Majefties: fpeech to Dottor: Mawe anid Wren s
‘who when they came to kifs his hands,’ before they went
o 8pain to attend the Prince their Mafter, He' wiflid thens
“to \bave ‘a‘care of Buckinghams: as tonching his Son
“Charles,’ b1 apprebended no' fear at-all of bim; for e
‘knewhim'to be forwell grounded a Protefant, thas wothing
wcould [hake binsin his Religion. The Arabian Proverb is,
That the Sun never (oils in his paffage; though his’ beams
-reverberate never'fo ftrongly, and dwell never o long
‘upon the Myry lake of ‘Meofis, the black Turf’d Maors

50fo Holland, -the Aguith Woofe of Kent and’ Bfféx, or
cany other place,be it never fo dirty : “Though Spain be a
“hot:Countrey; 'yet one may pafs -and repafs -tﬁmu%b
sthe . very Center of it, and never be Sun-burnt, if he

:,cin;y with him a Bosgrace , andfuch a one His Majefty
thmehlovtos oL e uoG 3 380908 ySn iRt on Viadly
- Well, ‘after His Majefties' arrival 'to Madrid, the
‘treaty of Marriage went on ftill (though he told them
at hisfirlt ‘coming, that he came‘not thither like an.
Ambaffadonr, to treat of Marriage; ‘but asaPrince, to
fetch home'a Wife )5 and in' regard they were of dif-
ferent Religions, it could not ‘be done without 2 dif- -
‘penfation from the Pope, and the Pgpe would grant none,
‘unlefs fome Capitulations were ftipulated in favour of
~'the Romifh' Catholicks in England ( the fame in fub-
france were agreed on with France). - Well, when the
di(penfation came, which was negotiated folely by the

S nt King
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- King ‘of Spains Minifters 5 becaufe His Majefty would
> have as little to do as might be with Rome, Pope Gre-
gory the fifteenth, who died a little after, fent His Ma-
jefty a Letter, which was delivered by the Nuncio,
~whereof an anfwer was fent a while after ‘Which
Letters were imprinted and expofed to the view of the
- ‘world, becaufe His Majefty would ‘not have people
- whifper, that the bufinefs ‘was carried in sa clande-
- {tine manner.  And truly, befides this, I do not know
.of any Letter, or Meflage, or Complement, that ever
«pafl’d ‘twixe His Majefty and the Pope, afore or after;
- dome addreffes peradventure’ might be made to the
- Cardinals, to whom the drawing of thofe Matrimonial -
_difpatches was referred, to quicken the work ; ‘but this
- was only by way of civil Negotiation. . .
+= . Now touching that refponfory Letter from His Maje-
fty, it was no other than a Complement in the fevereft
- Anterpretationsand fuch formalities pafs ‘twixt theCrown
of England and the great Turk , and divers-Heathen
. Princes. The Pope writ firlt, and no mancan deny,but
- by all Moral rules, and in common humane civility, His
- Majefty was bound to anfwer it, fpecially confidering
‘how punctual they are in thofe Countries to correfpond
in this kind, how exat they are in repairing vifits, and
. the pesformance of fuch Ceremonies: And had this
compliance been omitted, it might have made very ill
. impreffions,as the pofture of things (tood thea; for it had
- 'prejudiced the great work in hand, Imean the Match,
- which was then in the heat and height of agitation : His
‘Majelties perfon was there engag’d, and {o it was no
- time to give the leaft offence. They. that are never fo
little vers'd in bufinefs abroad, do know that there muft
- be addreffes, compliances, and formalities of this na-
-Bure(according to the Jtalian Proverb, That one ol

Jome-
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[ometimes light a 'candle to. the Devil) us'd in the car-
riage: of matters ‘of State, as this great bufines was,

e

whereon theeyes of all Chriftendom were fo greedily
fixts a bufinels which was like to bring with it fuch an
univerfal good, as the relticution of the Palatinate, the
‘quenchiag of’ thofe hideous fires in Germany, and the
eftablifhing of ‘a peace through all the Chri‘l{ian World.
.1 hope none will take offence, that in this particular
which comes within the compafs of my knowledg,being
upon the Stage when this Scene was aéted, 1 do this
right to the King my Mafter, in difplaying the Truth,and
puttitig her forth:in her own colours: a rare thing in
ﬁh@ﬁ;aQYS. : [ 10 anileh od i1 nn

¥oogiwvis
o

—Ouching the ¥ocel Foref?, an Allegorical Difcourfe,
3§ (¢ that goes gbroad inder my name, a good while
before the beginning of 'this Parliament, which thisGex- -
tleman cites (and that: very faithfully ) I underftand
there be fome that mutter'at certain paflages therein, by
putting ill gloffes upon the Text, and taking with the
left hand,what1 offer with the right : (Nor is it a won-.
der for Trees which lié open; and {tand expofed to all
weathers,to be nipt) But I defire this favour, whichin
¢ommon jultice Tam fure in the Court of Chancery cans,
not be denied me, itbeing the priviledg, of every Aus
thor, and a received maxim through the World, Cxjws
~ eft condere, cjus oft interpretaris Liay, 1.crave this fa-
vour, to have leave to expound my own ‘Text, and I
doubt not then but to retifie any one in his opinion of
me,and that in lieu of the Plambs which 1 give hiw from:
thofe Trees, he will no throw the Jrones at me. S
- Moteover, 1 defire thofe that are over-critical Cenfu-
rers of that Piece, toknow, that as in Diviaity it is 2
rule, Scriptura parabolica non off argumentativa s foitis
’ : in
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initall-other Kitid(6Fsklovhedy. \Renables (whereof tha
Diftoutte s compoled:) though peeffed. mever: fi, hard,
Prove ridkhin « Thereds andther Knld alfo, That Parables
mult bé‘géné ufed, like a/Nurfes Breaft 3 which if you
prefs too hard, you 'thali have bivodintbead of wrilk. - .
*" Butas the'Authorof:the Vocal FareSé thinks he hath
dorie ‘feither His Country nov!the -Commonwealth of
Learkinglatly’ prejudice’ theveby -( That wmaiden fancy
haviiigiteceived fo' good entertaiiment and refpett a.
broad,’ ds ta be tranflated-into divers Languages, and to
é‘ﬁ&i‘b\!’fﬁﬁ{ilio‘kiapﬁﬁéﬁatiowxsﬁl\bmezfgmmsﬂabm#ﬁs
#iés)'3 /86 Hie malkes “this humble! proteft into allithe
World, that though the defign of that Dilcoutfe was
Partly Setyrical (which peradventure induc’d the Au-
- thor'tofhrowd itof purpofeundeér the thadows of:

. and Wwhere:(hould Satyrs: e;ibut amqngft Trees ?) yer
3{% eired into his imagindtion to let fall from hiny
i

Teatbthing thiar might o offence to the. Hi
Hb’néﬁi?;gt?lé Co'hf%fof %Zz?;?m, whereof he. hgg
onour to be onee.aMémber;-and hopes he may be
ht'worthy again's: And were the ghilty of fuchan
. e, 'O pracle rathice; behinkslhe (honld neyer for
e, thougly he werelappsirted:hisown Judg, If
ér ‘éé&‘ﬁ&‘-‘,@ljﬁ gfg;ge therein; that may '?d'tlmig ai;sﬁd
cBnltrtetion, 1e the ‘Readet obferve, Thit the Authop
i not' i ﬁti’é@lyfﬁﬁ"’é&; 6rpal ‘ajudgment on -any -
thino t'Difoouir(& Wﬁid;'*@pmfﬂsi}grh?c‘i;pa-]ly of cons
e, Corfory'ndttitions, “of thiechoiceft Occurrences and
éfi{ieg%&%g oF Stdte, decording as the 'pulfe of time did

Béde thel' > And miatters of State, ‘as-all other fublupary
things,, are ﬁ,ﬁlge&"‘ﬁé._ alterations - contingencies and
hadge, %hiich thakes the opinions dud minds of mon
- vary aceordifgly 5 'not ‘one amongfttwenty is the fame
- miaf £o day as he' wis four: years agoy in poiat of judg-

ment, |
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* ment, which turnsand alters according to the circum-
ftance and fuccefs of things : And it is a true
faying, whereof we find common experience, Pofferior
 dies ¢ft priovis Magiiter: The day following is the for-
- mer days School-malter.. There’s another Aphorifm, 7he
wifdon of one day is foolifinefs to another, and ‘twill be
there nleft in the World. .

I will conclude with this modeft requelt to that ges-
 tlemar of the-long Robes That having unpaffionately per-
. us'd what I have written in this fmall Difzour/z, in pen-
~ ning whereof my Confcience guided my guill all along as
 well asmy hard, he would pleafe to be fo charitable
- and juft, as to reverfe that harth fentence upon me, 7o
be no Friend to Parliaments, and a Malignant.
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