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THE

B FIRST LETTER

- M~ Coleman’s
; & 'ro the French Kings co'nfeﬂ.o'r ] !
MONSIEUR LE-CHEER

Ince Father Sir Germaine hath beenfo kind to meas to
recommend me to your Reverence o advantagioufly

. asto encourage you to accept my Correfpondence; 1 will -

~ ownto him that he has done me a Favour, without confult-
ing me, greater than1could have been capable of, if he had

- advifed with me, becaufe I fhould not then have had the
confidence to have permitted him to ask it in mybehalf; .
And I am fo fencible of the honour you are pleafed todo
me, that though 1 cannot deferveit, yet atleaftto fhew the
fence Thaveof it; T willdeal as freely and openly with you

. atthis firft time,as if 1 had the honour of your Acquaintance.
all my life, and {hall make no Apollogy fcyn' {odoing, buton-

) Iy tellyou, 1know your Characker perfectly well, tho I am.
not{o happy as to know your Perfon ; and that I have an
opportunity of putting this Letter into the hands of Fathee

 Sir Germaines Nephew ' for whofe integrity and prudeace
‘hebas uadertaken ) withogt any fort of huzard. 4

)
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In order then Sir, to the plainnefs which I promife, I
willtell you what has plainly paffed between your Reverend
Predeceflor Father Ferriersand my felf, about three years
ago, when the King, my Mafter, fent a Troop of his Horfe-
Guardsinto the Moft Chriftian Majeftys Setvice, under the
Commandof my Lord D#irss : He fent with itan Officer
called Sir William Frogmorton, withwhom 1 hada particular
intimacy, and he hadthen very newly embraced the Cé;hOc
lick Religion, and to him did [ conftantly write, and by him
addrefs my felfto Father Ferriers. g

The firft thing of great importance, which I prefumedto °
offertohim ( not totrouble you with leffer matters of what
pified here ; and immediately after the fatal Renunciation
of the Kings Declaration for Liberty of Confcience, to
which we owe all our late mifchiefs and hazards) was in
FulyyAngust, and September, 1673. when 1 conftantly in- -
culcated the great danger the Catholick. Religionsand his

- moft Chriftian Majefties Tutereft would be'in, at our neyt
* Seflion of Parliament, whichy was then to be in 0FZober fole
lowing; at which, I plainly forefaw, that the King, my
Mafter, would be forced to fomething in prejudice of his
, Alliance with France, which1 faw fo evidently and particite
larly that we fhould make Peace with Foland, thap I weigh-i
edallthe Arguments I could (whichto me ‘e Demon-
firations ) to convince your Court of that Mifchief, and
prefled what I could to perfwade his Chriftian Majefly to
ufe his utmoft force to prevent that Sitting of eur Parlize
ment, and propofed Expedients how to do. it : Bug Twas
anfwered fo oftenandfo pofitively, that his Chriftian Ma..
jefty was fo well affured by his Ambaffador here, our Ani..
baflador there, the Lord «Arlington, and even YflﬂKm
himfelf, that he had no fuch apprehenfions at aﬂ,hww”
fully farisfied of the contrary, and lookt “meﬁal‘leé.
_ fered as a very zealous m'i&?;ke_;j that [ Wa&f@tﬁedﬁogi‘ver
overarguing, thonot belicving as they did, but confident..

| = ey o
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Ay appealed to time and fuccefs to prove, ‘who took theie
-meafares righteft. When it happened,that which1 fore.faw
came topafs, the good Father was a little furprifed to fee all
the Great Mens miftake, and a Little onein the Right, and
 swas pleafed by Six #illiam Frogmortonto defire the Continu-
 ‘ance of my Correfpondence, which [ was mighty willing to
comply with, knowing the intereft of our King, andin 2.
more particular manner, of my more immediate Mafter the
Duke, and his Moft Chriftian Majefty tobe fo infeperably
united, that it was impoffible to divide them without de=" ~
firoying themall. e 4 Sandlie gy
- Upon this I fhewed, ‘That our Parliament, in the Cir-
cumftances it was mannaged, by the temerous Counfels of
our Minifters, who then Governed, could never be ufeful
either to England, France, Of the Casholick Religion, bt
that we fhould as certainly be forced from our Neutrality at
their next Meeting,as we had beenfrom our ative Alliance
with Frauncethe laft 5 that a Peace, inthe Circumftances we
" were in; was muchmoreto be defired than the continuance .
of the War, that the Defolution ‘of our Parliament would
certainly procuse a Peace, for that the Confederates did
‘more depend oponthe Power they had in our Parliament,
thanupon any thing elfe in the World, and were moreen-
couraged from thenceto continue the War, fo that if that
wete Diffolved, their Meafures would be all broken, and
“they confequently, in amanner neceflitated to a Peace.
- The good Father minding this difcourfe fomewhat more
thian the Court of Framce thought fit to do my former,
urged it fo home to the King, that his Majefty was pleafed
to give him Order to fignifie to his Royal Highnefs, my
Mafker that his Majefty was folly fatisfied of hisRoyal High-
-peffes good intention towards him, and that he efteemed
“both theit Interefts but one and the fame; that my Lord
seArlinggonand the Parliament, were both to belooktupon
" as very unufeful to their Intereft; and that if his Royal
A B2 p High-
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Highnefs would endeavour to Diffolve this Parliament, his
Majefty would affift him with his, Power and Purfe to have
fuch a new oneas would be for their purpofe, '+ @his, and
2 great many more expreflions of kindnefs and confidence
Father Ferier was pleafed to communicate to Sir willians
Frogiorton, and commanded him to fend them tohis Royal
Highnefs, and withalto beg his R oyal Highnefs to propofe
10 his Moft Chriftian Majeity what he thought neceflary
“forhis own Concern, and the advantage of Keligion, and -
bis Majefty would certainly doall he could to advance beth
oreither of them. |, Ao SR
This Sir william Frogmorton fent to me by an Exprefs,
who left Paris, June 2, 1674 Stilo N ovo, = it il
I'no fooner had it, but I communicated it tohis Royal
‘Higlhmnefs, to which his Royal Highnefs commanded meto
Anfwer, as 1did onthe 2945, of the fame Month, | - il
- ‘Thar his Royal Highnefs was very fenfible'of his Moft
Chriftian Majefties Friend(hip. and that he would Libour
to culrivate it with all the good Offices he was capable of
doing for his Majefty : ‘That he was fully convinced that
their Interefts were one : Thatmy Lord Arlingtonandthe
_ Parliament,werenot onlyunufeﬁxl,bnt'very‘da'ngerohsz-botli
10 England and France, that therefore it was neceffary that
‘they ihould doall they could to Diffolve it,  And thathis
Royal Highnefles opinion was, That if his Moft Chriftian
Majefty would write his thoughts freely to the King of
England upon this Subje, and make the fame offer to his
‘Mjefty of his Parfe to diffolve this, which he made to his

Royzl Highnefs tocall another, he did believe it vetypof-

fible for hity to fucceed, with the affiftance we fhould be
able to givehim here ; And that ifthis Parlianient were dif,
Holved there would be nogreat difficulty o getting 2 pew
‘one; which would be more ufeful : Th@Cahﬁitﬁtiéxgdf A
‘our Parliamentbeing fuch, that a new one.can never huse

T e

. the Crown, poraneldonedoir good, | ;
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- His Royal Highrefs bein g pleafed o 6wn thofe Propofiti.
ons, which were but only general, 1 thotiglitit more reafon.
able to bemore \_mrticdlar;and tocome clofe tothe Point,
- dhatif we hapned to agree, we might go'the fafter abour
the Work,and conie to fome iffue before the time were too
muchfpenr, e B IR
- Xlaid this for my Maixme; 772 Dgﬂd(zgiozz of our Parlia-
ent Yyould, certainly procure s’ Peage, 7hich Propofition
was granted by every body I converfed withal, even by
- Monfieur Ravigny himfelf, with whom I took liberty ofdifs
courfing {6 far, but durft not fay any thing of the Ineelli.
- gence 1 had with Father Forssers, s i i
. Next, That aSum of Money cerzaine, "yvould certainly pro-
cure aDiffolution. ' Thisfome doubted, but Iam fure 1 ne..
ver did, for'I knew per Qly well, that the King had fre..
quent Difputes with himfelf at that time, whether he fhould
Diffolve or Continue them, and -hc_"féVer_al""timésﬁd'éclatfc(’,'
‘That the Arguments were fo ftrong on both’ fides, that
he could not tell to which to incline ; 'but was carried
atlaft to their Contifivance by this one Argument ; IfIyy
shem once more, they may PofSibly give me money, If they do, T
bave' giinedmy Point, If; vhey donot, I can diffolve thems then,
andbe vvhere I amnovy ; fo thas 1 have & pofJibilszy atleaft
- of getting money for their continuance, againff nothing on 1he
- other fide. ~ Butif we could have turned this Argument and
faid, ‘Sir, Their Diffolation will certainly procure you mo..
ney, when youhave oblya bare probability of getting any
bytheir continuance; and have fhewn how far that bare
_ probability was from being a foundation to build any rea.
- fonablehopeupon, which I am fore his Chriftian Majefty
was fenfible enoughof : And how much 300000 /. Ster-
vhich wasthe fum we propofed ) wasbetter
thana bare Probability /without any reafon to hope thd
that would evercome to pafs ) ‘of having halffo much more
Cwhichwas the mpfk he defigned to ask ) upon -{E)'n:ie f'v'ite'
5i.ih (et ihio-
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difhonourableterms and a thoufand other hazards, which
we had great reafon to be afraid of, 1f, 1 fay, we had
had power to havefo argued, I ammoft confidently aiﬁlrgd
we could have compafled it. For Logick in our Court bils
wpon Money has more payverful Charmes than any orher foit
of Reafon. * ; : DT
» Butto fecure his .moft Chriftian Maje__ﬁy;-from any haz-
ard as to this point, 1 propofed that his Majefty fhould offer
that fum upon that condition; and if the condition werenot
performed,: the money fhould never be due, if it were,
and that a Peace would certaily follow: thereupon,
( which no body doubted ). his Majefty would gain hiﬁ'ﬁuﬂg
and fave all the vaft expences of the next.Campagne,. by
which he could nothope to better his condition;, or o put
himfelf into more advantagious circumftancesof Treatin
ghan he was then in, bet might probably be in amuch worle
confidering the mighty oppofitions he was like'to meet with
and the uncertain C‘l_;apcesf,pijvgr.,. AL ARk
* Butadmitting that his Majefty could maintain himfelf by
his great ftrength and conduét in as good a conditionto
“Treat the next year, as he was then in, which was as muchas
could then reafonably be hoped for, he fhould have faved

by this Propofal as much as all the men hemuft needs loofe,
and all the charges he fhould be atin ayear, could be valued
- toamount to more than 300000 {. Sterling, and fo much -

more, in cafe his condition fhould decay, or it fhould be

 worle than cywas when this was made : and the condition of
his Royal Highuefs aud the Catholick Religion here, which
depends very much upon the fuccefs of his moft Chriftian
Majefty, delivered from a grear mavy Frights aud real
Hazards. . ' :

Father Fcrrzzrs,j}:emed tobe ve.xéy_'fénﬁblg of t,hebgneﬁg L
whichzll Parties would gain by this Propofal, butyetitwas
unfortunately delayed by the unhappy and tedious ficknefs

which kept him fo long from the King in Frameche Cone,

i an
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and made him fo unable to wair. upon his Majefly afier he
hadreturnedto Paris; bue fo foon ashe »'céiﬁ'gd compafs it,’
hewas pleafed toacquaint his Majefty with it, and'did write:
to the Duke himfelf, and did'me the honour to write to'
mealfo, onthe 1 574, of Seprember 1674, and fent his Let.
térs bi;Sin William Frogmorton, who came exprefsupon that
Berandic oo et il oyl [ od AL 6 o ey
- “Inthofe Letters he gave his 'R_J'i:")“yalZ Highiiefs frefly affu
- rancesof his moft Chriftian Majefties Friend(hipand of his
Zeal and readinefs to comply with every' thing his Royal
Highnéfshad or fhould think fit to propofe infavour of Re-~
ligion, or the bufinef of'the Money, and'that hé had com..
manded Monfienr Ravigny, as to the latter, to treat and dez}:
with his Royal Highnefs, and to receive and obferve his
Orders and Directions ; but defired that he might not at alf
be concerned as to the former, butthathis Royal Hi ghnefs
would caufe what Propofitions he thinks fit to be made a-
bout Religion, to be offered: cither fto  Father Ferrser, or
CoMbhafoeior Pomapont, ¢ >l <" Suisoes o5 wor By -
Thefe Letters came to us about' the middle of our Sep-
fember, and his Royal Highnefs expected daily when 27572.
Joenr Ravignyfhould fpeakto him about the fubje of that
Letter, but hetook no notice atallof any thing, till Seprem-
ber 29 the Eveningbefore the Kingand the Dukewent to
Nevemarker, for a fortnight,’ and then only faid; That he
had command from his Majefty to give his Royal Highnefs
frry imagina é'é’ﬁ his Friendilip, or
{6, niaking' bis royal Higlinels a
general Complement, but made 'ti6 mention of any partil’
culat Orders relating to thé-fisbje@t of Father Ferriprs
Lctt;er’}.;-“' AR 1 : W I PR B R

: %

ligéd to ftay good patt of ofsbir at Nevy-neirkes, and foon

after his coming back h’g’arihgﬁ ofthe deathof Fa’th‘éfféﬁ‘ié}‘,‘,

 he gaveoverall further profecutip g of the forier Project:
= - : : Bue.

E%&Uﬁkemndﬁmg at t,!i:‘%i;tééé@ding. au}d7 *Bﬁiﬁg dgf \
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But L believe 1 faw <Monfure Ravigny's pollicy all alongs:
who was willing to fave his Mafters money, upopan affu-
rance we would do all we could, toftave off thie Parliament
for our own fakes, thatwe would ftruggleas hard without
money as withit, and we having by this time upon our OWQ
Interefts prevailed to get the Parliament Prorogued tillthe:
132h. of April, he aght that the Prorogasion beingto:
a day fo highin the Sprin ~would put the Confederates fo
much beyond their meafures, as that it might procurca
Peace, and beasufeful to Franceasa pefolution. = =
 Upon thefe Reafoss, which 1 fugpofc he went upoft,
1 had feveral difcourfes with him, an did open my {elf fo
far tohimas to fay. that T.could wifh his Mafter would give
us leave to offer 300000 /. to our Mafter for the defolation
of the Parliament, and fhew him that a Peace would mofb
certainly follow a defolution, which he agreed withme in,
and that we defired not the Money from his Mafter to excite
out Wills, or to make us more induftrious to ufe our ut-
moft power to procure 3 Diffolution, but to ftrengthen our
Power and Credit with the King, and to render us more
capable to fucceed with his Majefty, as moft certainly we
thould have done had we been fortified with fuch an
Argument.. . i yui W HATE D0 Aenur g as
To this purpofel promif@d;Mmﬁeur Pompone, frequent-
ly, by Sir willians Frogmortor who returned from hencea- -
gain into France, OW the 16¢h. of N ovember, the day our.
Parliament (hould have fet, but was Prorogued, Monfieanr
Pomspone, 31 was informed by, Sis william, did feemtoap-
prove the thing, but yethadtwo O jeCions againft it, . -
1. Thatihe Sum my;ofbﬁé yyas gréat, and couldveryill.
be ﬁw’ed by bis Majefty inthe Circumf[tanceshevvasin. -
o which we anfwered; That ifby his expending that
fam he could procure. a, Diffolution of our Parliament,
and thereby a Peace, which every body agreed would ne- .
ceffarily follow, his mott Chriftian Majefty would fave five

or

P,

-
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-ortentimesagreater fum, and fobe a good husband by his

sexpence; andif we did not procure a Diffolution, he fhould

- .notbeatthat expence at all, for that we defired him only |
to promife upon that condition, which we were contented

to be obliged to perform firft.

- 2. Thefecond Objectionwas, That the Duke did not mo;ée

itymor appear inithimfelf. I TR 28
*'To which'we anfwered, That he did not indeed to Ao7-
fiear Pompone, becaule he had found foill an effec, of the
Negotiation with Father Ferrier, when it came into ¢on-

 feenr Ravignyshands, but he had concernd himfelf in it to
hsher Ferhfer. . aoos BULLGERG AU Sis AL DI 4
- Yet 1 continued to profecute and prefs the Diffolution of
* the Parliament, detefting all Prorogasions, as aily fo much
lofs of time, and a means of ‘ftrengthening all thofe who de-

pended upon it in oppofition to the Crovys. The Intereft .
‘of France, and the: Catholick Religion, inthe opinion they had
taken, thatour King durft not part with his Parliament,
apprehending another would be much worfe. '

- 2. That he could not live without a Parliament, therefore.
they muft fuddainly meet, and the longer he kept them off,
the greater the neceffities would grow, and confequently
their power to compel himto do what they lifted wouldin-

. greafe accordingly ;' and therefore »f they could but main-
" rain them{elves a while, their day would certainly comeina
fliort time, in which they fhould be able to work their

Fillsr] 3ia s pi hoigoat 28 seslane, G0 ;
. . Such difcourfes as thefe kept the ‘Confederatés and out

~ Male-contentsin heart, and made them weather on the War
-in {pite of all our Prorogations; and therefore I preffed, as

Y'have faid, a Diffolution until February latt, when our Cir-
cumftances were {o totally chatiged, that we were forced to
charige out Councilsitoo; and-be as much for the Parlia-
meats Sitting, 'aswe wete before againft it. Our Change
fwas-thisi Taciiw Sasaald 23 nisd Howo s ustunh -

[ T

Per s g S
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Before thattime the Lord 47/ington was the only Mi-
nifterin credit, who'thoughthimfelf outofalldangerofa
Parliament, he having been a¢cufed before themand }uﬁxﬁ_- :
~ed, and therefore .was zealous for their fitting, and to in-
creafe his Reputation with them, and to become a perfect
Favourite, he fet himfelf all he could to profecutethe Cazho-

3

lick Religion, and to oppofe the Fremch. . v
~_ To fhew his Zeal againft the fir}, he revived fome old
dormant Orders, for prohibiting the Roman Gatholicks to
appear before the King', and put them in Exccution at
us firft: coming inte the Office. of Zord Chamberlaine.
And to make fure work againft the fecond, as he thought,
prevailed withthe King, to give him and the Earl of Offery,
who married two Sifters of Ciyn Heere Odyke's, leave to go
over into Holland with the faid Heere, to makea Vifite, as
they pretended, to. their Relations, but indeed and in truth,
10 propofe the Lady cazarj, Eldeft Davgliterto his Royal
Highuefs, as a’Match for the Prince of 0razge,not only with-
outthe confent, but againt the good likiug of his Royal
Highnefs; infomuch as the Lord «7/ingrons Creatures
were forced toexcafe him with a diftinéion, that the faid -
Aiady was not to be lookt upon as the Dukes Daughter, but
astheKings, and a Child-of the State, and fo the Dukes
Confent notto be much confidered in- the difpofal of her,
buttheintereft only of State; by this heintended to ren.
der himfelfthe Darling of the Parliament and Proteftants,
who would look on themfelves as fecured in their Religi.
gionby fuchanallianceanddefigned further, by that meags
todraw usinto clofe Conjuncion with Holusd,and Enemies
of Erance. i et Sl o -
~"The Lord « #rlington fet forward upon this Errand),
Nevember.the x0th: 16 74, and returped not. tilf January s,
tollowing, - Duringhisabfence, the Lord Treafirer, Liord
Kecper, and Duke of Landerdslewere the only Minifters ip
any confiderable credit with the King,and whoall pretended

» &

o
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to-be intirely united rothe Duke, declared loudlyand with
great violence againft the faid Lord, and hisa&ionsin Hol- .
{and, and did hope in his abfence, to have totally fupplanted
him, and routed him out of the Kings favour; andafterthat
they thought they might eafily enongh have dealt with the

~ Parliament, but none of them had Courage enough to
- fpeakagainft the Parliament, till they could getrid of him,

- for fear they fhould not fucceed, but that the Parliament
fhould fitin {pight of them, and come to hear that they had
ufed their endeavours againftit, which would have been {a

- unpardonable a crime with our omnipotent Parliament that
no power would have been able to have faved them from -
punifhment. Savareraa idEs

~ Butthey finding, at his return, when they could not pre-~.
vail againft himby fuch means and artsas they had thentri-.
 ed, refolved upon new Councils which wete to out-run him
in his own courfe, which accordingly they undertook, and.
becameas fierce Apoftles, and as zealousfor Prozeffant Re-
ligion, and againft Popery, asever my Lord Arlingron was be<
fore them; and in purfuance thereof, perfwaded the King
-~ to1ffue out thofe fevere Orders and Proclamations againtt
Carholicks, which came out in Februarylaft, by whichthey
did as muhas in them lay to extirpate all Cazholicks, and Ca-
‘thelick Religionoutof the Kingdom. = o
-Which Counfels werein my opinion fo deteftable, being
levell'd ( as they muft needs be) fo dire@ly againft the Duke
by Péople that he had advanced, and who had profeffed fo’

- muchdutyand ferviceto him, that we were putuponnew
thoughts how to fave his Royal Highnefs from the deceits

- and/nares of them upon whom formerly we depended, we
faw well enough that their defign was to make themfelves as -

- gratefulasthey could to the Parliament (if they muftfit)
they thinking nothing to be acceptable to them as the per-

~ fecuting of Popery; but yetthey werefo obnoxious to the

~+ Parliaments difpleafuze in general, that they would have
o - Ca2 ~ been
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beenvery glad of any expedient to keep itoff;, though they-
durf not engage againft it openly themfelves, but thought:
shis device of theirs might ferve to that purpofe, hopirg that -
the Dinke would be fo alarm'd at their proceedings and by -
his being left by every body, that he would be muchmore -
- atraid of the Parliament thanever, and ufe his utmoft power -
to prevent its fitting, which they doubted not but he would |
endeavour and they were ready enough to work under-
hand with him for their own fakes, not his, in order there-
unto, bur durft not appear openly ; And toencouragethe
Dukethe more' to diffolve the Parliament; their Creatares
ufed to fayup and down, Thar thefe vigorous proceedsings a-
gainft thé Catholicks yvas in favour of the Duke, and tomake.
the Diffolution of the Parliament more eafie, vvhich they kunevy
he coveted, by obviating one grear Objection yvbich vyas com-
smonly made againft it, which was, That if the Parliament:
shouldbe Diffolved, it vvould be [aid. it vvas done in favonr 0f
“Popery, yvhich Clamonr they prevented by the feverity vvhich
#hey bad sheyyn against it before band, i g )
* As {oon as"we faw thefe tricks put upon us, we plainly faw
what men we hadto deal with, 'and what we had to truftto’
if we werewholly at their' mercy, but yet durft not feem fo.
diffatisficd as we really were, butrather magnified the con-
~trivance asadvice ofigreat cunningand skill. - -~ udg o
- All this we did purely tohold them in a belief, that we
would endeavour to diffolve the Parliament, that they
wight rély upon his;Royal Highoefs ; for'that which-we
knewthey longed for, and wereafraid they might do fome
other 'way, if they-difcover that we were refolved we would
NOL L s i Vi E .‘\ SR
. Atlength when wefaw the Seffions fecured; we declared
we were for'the Parliaméntsi méeting, as indeed wewere:
- from the moment we faw our felves ufed by all the Ki‘ﬁg&?:
© Minifters at-fuch aRate % That we had reafon to belieye
they would facrifice Erarice; Religion,-aud his Royal Hyghne/s
saad e by e

'y

s i ikyy ITE00
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t00;t0 theirowninterelts, if occalion ferved, apd thatthey .,
were led tobelieve that that was theonly way they bad o~
fave themfelves at that time ; for we faw no expedientforta , -
ftop them in their Carreirsof Perfecution, andthofe other
deftru&ive Counfels, but the Parliament, which had fet.it-,
felfa long time;to difl ikeevery thing the Minifters had done
and had appeared violently again® Zopery, whil the Court,
feemed to favourit; and therefore wewere confident that.
the cazinifters having turned their faces , the Parliament
would do {o too, and flill be againft thew, and be ashirtle
~ for Perfecurion then, asthey bad beenfor Paperybefore. |
. .. This 1 undertook to, mannage for the Duke, and
for the King of Frances Iotereft , ;and affured gonfienr .
Ravigny. (which I am: fure he -will teftify if occafi-
onferved ) That that Seflions fhould do peither of them
any hutt, for that [ was {ure I had power enoughto prevent:
mifchief; tho ¥ durfnotanfiver farany, good they-fhould,
do, becaufe 1 had but very few.afliftants to cérry on: the
‘work, and wanted thofe helps which others had of making
e W e R RS e SE  ee  e
. The Dutchand Spaniard {pared.no paines nor expenceof
monys toapiwmateas many as they could agamft France.;
.. Our Lord Kéeper, Lord Treafurer, and all the Bishops, and,
fuch as call themfelves 0/d Cavaleers; who were all thenas
one man, werenot lefs induftrious againft Popery, aud had
* thePurfeat their Girdle too, which is an excellent Inflru-
ment to gain Friends with, and all unitedagainft the Duke,
ase Patrop both of. Framee and of the Catlolic: Reli-
gion.. : T 5 LT

_ Todeal with all this force we had no money, but what

~ came fromafew private hands;and thofe fo mean ofies too,
that Idare prefumeto fay, that 1 fpeat more my particular
{elf out of my.own Fortune, and upon my fingle Credit,
than the whole body of the Carholicks in England befides,
-which was {o inconfiderable in comparifon of what our Ad-.
a e M A - verfaries
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verfaries could command, and we verily believe did be-
_ ftow in making their party, that it is not worth mention-
gYet, notwithftandingall this, we faw that by the help of
¢he Nou-Conformifts , as. Presbyseriams , Inde endents, ‘and

other Se@s who were as miich afraid of Perfecution as out
{:lves, and of the Evemies of the Azinifters, particularly the
Treafwnier, who by that time jiléd@‘f uplanted the'Barl of udr-
lingion, and was grown fole mannager of affairs himfelf, we
fhould be able to prevent what they defigned againft us,
and fo render the Seflions ineffe@ual to their ends, though
we might not be able toicompafs our own; which wereto "~
make {ome brisk ftep in favour of Lis"'Royal Highoefs, to:
fhew the King that his 2ajeftys affuirs in Parliament were
' not obftruéted by reafon of any averfion they had to his’
Royal Highnefles perfon, or apprehenfion they had of him
or his Religion, but from Faction atid Ambtion in foine,
and from a real Diffatisfaction in others, That we have
nothad fuch fraits and effe@s of thofe great fummes of mo-
“ny, which have formerlybeen givenasthey expe&ted.
~ 1f we could have made then butone fuch fiep, the Kin
‘would certainly have reftored his Royal Highnefsto all lus
Cammiffions,upon yvhich he would have been much great..
er t_ﬁdn ever yet he wasif his whole life, or could iproBably~'
ever have been by any other conrfe in the World, than
what he had taken, of becoming Catholick, &re.
" "And we wete fo very near gaining this Point, that I'did
humbly beg his Ropal Highnefs to give me'leave to putthe
Parliament upon makiog an Addre%s to the King, That his -
Majefty would be pleafed to put the-Fleet into the hands of
‘hsis Royal Highmefs, 2s the only perfon likel‘}ir:o«gi%-"a.i good

account of fo important a Charge as that wasto the King -
dom; and fiswed his Royal Highnefs fuch reafons to per~
- fwade him that wecould carryit, that he agreed with mein
it, thathe believed wecould; yet others telling ‘hin how

s NN v I T ¥ great
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greatadamage it would be to him if he:ﬂfogd:’ mifs in fuch
an undestaking - ¢ which for my part 1 could not then fee,
nor do 1 yet ) he was prevailed upon not to venture, though

he was perfwaded heconld carryit, = '

. Idid communicate this defign of mine to 2ton/fienr Ravig-

»y, who agreed with e, that it would be the greateft ad-
vanage to his 2afterimaginable to have the Dukes power
and creditfo advanced, as this would: certainly do it, if we
could compafsit : I fhew'd him all the difficalties we were
like to meet with, and what helps we thould have,  But that
we fhould want one very material one, moneyy to carry on
the work asweought : And therefore, 1 doconfefs, 1 did
fhamefully beg his 2zafters help, and would willingly have
been content to have been in everlatting difgrace with
allthe World, if I had not with the affiftance of 2co000 7,
fterliog from him ( which pethaps is not the tenth parcof
-what was fpent on the other fide ) made. it eviden to'the
Duke, that he could not have miffed it. . G
- Monfieur Ra@f%n]'uféd totell me, thatif he could be fure
of fucceeding in that defign, his <aafter would give a very
much Jarger fum; but that he was not in a- condition to
throw away money upen uncertainties. - - | .
- ‘Tanfwered, Thatnothingof this nature can be fo infl.
libly fure, as not to be fiibject tofome poffibility of filin 2i
butthat 1 durft venture to undertake to make jt evident,thag
there was as great an-affurante of fucceeding in it, as any
Husband-man'can have of a Cropin Harveft, who fowes
his Gronndinitsfebfon’; and yer it woild be accounted- a,
very impradent piece’sf warinefsih any body to {craple the
ventoring {o much'Seed inits proper timé, Becaufc itis pof-
fibleit may be totally loft, and no benefit of it in harveft,
He that inds'the Winds and the gaines atthat rate, thall

neicher SOWnor Reap, 1 wond 1wl R e
" Trake our Cafe to'bemuchithe fame now as it was the laft:
Seflion, ifweadvancethe Dukes Intereftone op £orwards,
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se fhallput Hidg oiit of the reachof all Chances for evers
tor he makes {ucha Figore already, that cautious men do

riot care toadagainfbhim, of aliways without him; becaufe

_they do not fee he is much ov'erfpow;ex?e.d by his Enemies.

Yet be is not at fucha pitch as'to be quite out of danger, ot
free from oppofition; butif he could gain any confiderable
new additioti of power allwonld come over 10 him as the
only Centérﬁf@'ﬂiGé.vermneér,i and-no body could con-
 tend with him further’: |Then would Catholicks be at eale,
and his (Mot Chriftian Majefties Tntereft fecared withusin
England; beyondall apprehenfions whatfoever.. = o«
. In order tothis, we have.two gr’eat:;@gﬁgnes to'attempt -

 thisnege Seffions;oe hos o fod 2l w sichgod v sl
Firff, That which ve were aboutbefore, viz. Toput the
Parlizment upon making their humble requeft 10 the King that
the Eleet-may be put anso his Roy41~ngla,n-gﬂ§e_;carq, T anlvel
’ And, - Secondly,: To get an A¢ for General Liberty of ¢
clence. i et e 100 Bl sy e T8
If wie éarry thefe two, ‘ot either ofthem, we fhallineffect
do vyhatyve lit aftervvards. And truly yye think vwedo,
not undertake thefe great Pointsvery. ubreafonably, for that
we have good Cardsi for  our {Game ;- Not but, that
vye expedt great oppqﬁm}nﬁsr;and e have reafontobegall
the dffiftance we can poffibly get; and therefore ifhisaost.
Chriftian AMajefty would ftand by us 2 litrle in this Conjun-
&ion, and help us with (uch afumas 20000/ fterling,which.
is no greatmatter to venwrgupan fuch an-uyndertaking as
this, 1 would be éontent: m.be{_;fagt_iﬁ_cﬁdft‘ggbgggggzgﬁg_m;_
lic€ of nive Encmies, if 1aid notficceedic b o vy
1 have propofed this feveral times t0 <7 ronficur. Ravigny
who frems alwayes of my opinion, and has: often told me
That be has vvrit toFrance on this Subject, and-has defired .
me to do the like; bat 1 know not whether he will beas,
Zealods in this point asa Catholick would be, ,beqal-_lfpiéui:
prevailingio thefe things will give the greateft blow tothe:
: ; Pro-
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Proteftant Religion here, thatever it received fince its Birth,

- which perhaps he would not be very glad to iee. efpecially
when hebelieves that thereis another way of doing hisMa-
jefties bufinefs well enough without it, which is bya Diffo-
lution. of the Parliament, which 1 know he mightily de-
‘pends upon, and conclades, that if that comes to be diffol-

* ved,itwillbe as muchas he need care for, proceeding; per-

- haps upon the fame manner of difcourfe which: we did tls -
time twelve month,.. But with fubmiflion to his better
judgement, I do think that our cafeis extreamly much alter-

, €d from what it was then in relation o a Diflolution, for

- thenthe body of our governing Minifters (all butthe Earl
of  47lington) were intirely united to the Duke, and would
have governed his way had they been free from all fears and
controule, as they had been if the Parliament had beenre- .
moved, but they have fince that time engaged in quite dif-

fereat Councils, -and imbarqued themfelves and Interefs
upon other bottoms, having declared themfelves againft

Popery 5 and to diffolve the Parliament fimply, and without

- any other flep made, will be toleave them to Govern what |

* waytheylift, which we have reafon to fufpect will be to the
prejudice of France, and Carholicks, becaufe their late De-
clarations and Actions have demonftrated to us, that they
take that for the moft popular way for themfelves, and the

~ likelieft to keep them inabfolute power, whereas {thould

- the Duke get above them, after thetrick they have thewed
him, they are not {ure he will totally forget the ufuage he

~ hashad attheirhands. Thereforeit imports us now to ad-
vanceour Interefta little farther, by fome fuch projeétas I

~_ have named, before we Diflolve the Parliament, or elfe per-

- haps we fhali but change Mafters,a Parliament for Minifters,
and continue ftill in the fame flavery and bondage as before,
but one fuch ftep as I have propofed well made, we may
fafely fee them Diffolved, and not fear the Minifters, but
~ fhallbe eftablifhed and ftand firm without any oppofition.
; D : For
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For everybody then will come over to us, and worfhip'the
rifing Sun... L U 2
-~ sulbive here given you the Hiftory of three years as fhort
as T could, though 1 am afraid it will feem verylongand
troublefome to your Reverence amongft the multitude of -
affairs youareingagedin, 1have alfo fhewn you the pre-
€ent ftate of our Cafe, which mayby GedsProvidenceand
good Conduét be made of fuch advantage to Geds Church
 that for my part T canfcarce believe my felf awake, or the
thing real, when I think of a Princein fuch an Age as we live
in, converted to fuch a_degree of Zealand Piety, asnot to |
regardany thingin the World in comparifon of God Al-

- mughtys glory, the Salvation of his own Soul, and the Con-
verfion of our poer Kingdom, which has a long: time been
oppreftand miferably harrafled by Herefie and Schifm.

~ I doubt not but your Reverence will confider our Cafe,
take it to heart, andafford us whathelp you can, both with
the King of Heaven, by your holy Prayers, and with his
moft Chriftian Majefty,by that great credit whichyoumofy -
jultly have with him. ~ Andif ever his Majefties Affairsor
your own canever want the fervice of fo inconfiderable a il
Creature as my felf, you fhall pever find anybody readier -
toobey your Commands, or faithfuller in the execution of
ther, in the beft of his power, than

Your moft hamble, and -

September.29. 1675,

,. '~ moft obedient S'e,r"vanjz;
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FROMQ R
WHONSIEUR L' CHAISE to M. COLEMAN.
from PARZS, 23d. of October, 167 5.

r, i

Si i ‘ T /
’ T HE Letter vobich Jou gave youy Self the troélzlé 10 Vyrif

20 me, came to my hands but the i night: I received ir
“vith greas [atisfaction, ard I affure Y01 that irs length did nor
makeit [eens tedjous | I shall be glad og my pare , 1o af5ist in
[econding your good Intentions, Iwill confider of the means 15
effeit it, andyvhen T am better informed than I am as yer I vyl
give yonan account, tothat end I may hold Intelligence vvith
90, as you did vvith my Predeceffonr. ~Sir, I defire you o
believe that I yvill never fuil as 1o goodwvill, for the fervice of
your Mafter, vvhons I honour 4s much 45 be deferves, and
that it isyyith great tyuththat 1 am, 4 S
- Yourmoft humble, and
_moft obedient Servapt, '
s sy g
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THE

SECOND LETTER 1

Vi Coleman's &
. lo th; Frmch .Ij(ings Cor}fgffor, . ‘- v‘ _ e
M ORSTE LR B G H A SE

I- Sent your Reverence a tedious Letter on our 292h. of

" Sepiember, to inform you of the progrefs of our Affaires

Tor thefe two or three laft years.  1havenowagain the op-

- portanity of a very fure hand to conveighthis by. 1 have
{ept you a Cypher, becaufe our Parliament nowdrawing on,
1 may poffibly have occafion to fend you fomething which
Tou may be vvilling entngh to knovv, andmay be neceffary for us
tha you should, when 1 may want the conveniency of a Mef-
fenger. When any thing occurs of more concern than-
other, whichmay not be fitto bz trufted to a Cypher alone,
1 will, to make fuch a thing more fecure, write in Lemon,
between the Lines of a Letter which {hall have nothinginit
vifible, but what I care not who fees, but dried by a warm
fire fhall difcover what s written, {o thatifthe Letter comes
to your hands, and upon drying it any thing appearsmore:
than did before, you may be fure no body has feenit by the
way. : ‘

Ciwilt
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1 will not troubleyou with that way of writing but up-
onfpecial occafions,and then 1 will give you a hint to dire &
 you to look for it, by concluding my vifible' Letter with
fomething of Fire orBurningby which mark you maypleafe
to know that there is fomething underneath, and how my
 Letteris tobe ufed to find jtout. - - )
_* We lave hereamighty workuponour hands, no lefs than

The Conver[imnof three K i’r%gda‘msga'nd by that perhaps the fub-
duing a peftilent Herefy, vobich has domineer’ d over part of
this Northern World a long time. There was never fuch
hopesof Succefs fince the Deathof our Q. M ART, a5
now it our dayes, “when God has given usa’ PRINCE
who is become (may 1 fay by Miracle) Zealons of being the

«Author and Inferument of fa glorious 4 work : Butthe op-
ofition we are fure to meet with, is alfolike tobegreat : So
that it imports us to get all the Aid and Afliftance, For the
ELarveft-is great andthe Labouversarefevy. -
That which werely upon moft; next to God Almighties
providence, and the Fervor of my Mafler she Duke, isthe
mighty mind of his Chriftian Majeity, whofe generous Soul
inclineshim to gr‘ea‘tundertakirn'gs ; which being mannage d
by your Reverences examplary Piezy and Prudence, will cers
rainly make him look upon this, as: moft fuitable to himfelf,

and beft becoming his powerand thoughts ; fo that 1 hope . | -

you will pardonme, if 1 be troublefom too upon thisocca- .
fion, from whom we expect the greateft helpwe can hope
Forsatiar Sl Sinnavia gl G0 [l LAl
1 confefs I think his Christian Majesties temporal intereft
is fomuch attracted to that of his R.H. which can never
be confiderable batupon the advaneement of the Cazholick
Religion, that his ‘Minifters cannot give him better Advice
evenin a politick fence abftraded from the Confiderations
of the next world, then that of our dear Lord, To feck
firft the Kingdom of Heaven, and the Righteoufne/s thereof, .
hoat all other things may be added. * - :

544

Yet
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~Yet 1 knowhis molk Ghritisy Mq'g@?hasmore@ower-' o

full motives {uggefted tothim by his own Devotion; and -

your Reverences Zealfor Gods Glory, to engage himfelf to
afford us the beft help he canin our prefent Circumftances -
but wearealittle unhappy in this, That e cannot prefs his
- Majefties prefent Aingfler here upon thefe latter Argu.
ments, which are moft ftrong; but only uponthe firft; 2707
feeur Ravigny's fence and ours differing very much upon’
thefe, thongh we agree perfectly upon thereft ; Andindeed
thoughhebea very able man, as to his Majefties fervice, in
things where Religion is not concern’d, yet 7 do believe
it were much more happy, Cdnﬁderi.n-g the Poft he is in, thae
his temper vvére of fuch a fort. that vve might deall clearly
vvith him throughout and net be force toftop thortina
difcourfe of. confequence, and leave the moftmaterial part
out, becanfe vve knovv. it yyill thike his particular opinion,
and fo perhaps meet vith diflike, and oppofition though
never fo neceflary to themain concern, _ & ik
-1 am afraid we fhall find too much reaforfor this Com.
plaint this next Seffions of Patliament, for had we one here -
for his Chriftian Majefty whohad taken the whole bofinefs
- toheart, and who would have reprefented the ftate of our
cafe truly asit is, to his Mafter, 7 donotdotbt bt his Chri.
ftian Majftey wou ngaged himfelffarther in the a£. »_
- fair thenat prefent I fear he has done, and by his appro-
bation have. given fuch counfells.¢ 25 have been offered his
R. H. bythofe fevy @rtholicks vvho have aceeffe t0 him and
arebent toferve bhim, and advaiee the. C‘dtizoi’z'éff(é’lzgim, with
all their might) more credit with his R.H. Then 7 foar
they have found ; And have affifted himalfo with his purfe
as faras 100000. Crovvns or Tfome fuich fummé *ryyhich
to him is very inconfidérable but vvould hae beentothem
of greater ufe then can be imagined ) tovvards ‘gaining o-,
thers to help him, or at leaft not to oppofe him, if vve had
teen fohappy as to havehad his mofk Chriftian Majefty
: ' B : ' vvith
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. wvithusto this degree, 7 yvould have anfrveredwith my life

for fuch fuccefs this Seffions, as vvould have put theintereft of
the Catholic: Religion in bis R. H. Andbis moft Chriftian

- Mujefly ous of all danger for the time o come. SRl
. Butvvanting thofe hopes of recommending thofe necef-
fary councells vvhich have been given his Royall Highnefs
- infuch a manner asto make him think them vvorthy of his
~ accepting, and fit to govern him{elfby, and of thofé advau-
~ tages, vvhichalittle money vvell managed yvould certainly
“have gained us, 7am affraid vve fhall not be much better at
the end of this Seffion then vve ate novv : 7 pray God vve
donotloofe ground. By my next, vvhich (hall be erelovg,
I fhall be able to tell your Reverence more perticularly
vvhatvveare liketo expect - 7h the mean time 7 moft hum-
bly beg your holy prayersforallour undertakings, andthat
you vvill pleafe to honour me fo far as to efteem me, vyhich
Zamjentirelyand vvithout any referve e

* Sir, Most Reverend Father,

T Reverences moft humble .

- and moft obedjent Servans. -
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A Coppy :‘of ):lis R.-H-"bis'Le'i-ter 7 b Chaife, -about tlaé :
time Mr.Celeman vyroze his-long Lester, 1675.

’I‘ HE 24. of June, aft paft, his Moft Chriftian Majefty
offered me moft geéneroufly his Friendfhip, and the
-ufe of his Parfe to affiftance againft the defignes of my E-
nemies and his, and protefted unto me,” That his Intereft
and mine werefo clearly lincke together, that thofe that op-

- pofed theone, fhould be lookt upom as Enemies to the others
and told me'moreover his opinion of my Lord  A7/ington,
and the Parliament s whichis, That beis of opinion that nei-
ther the one mor the other is in his Intereft or mines and there-

- uponhe defired meto make fuch Propofitions as I-fhould

thinkfitin this Conjuncture. S i

All was tranfaced by the means of Father Ferrier, who
made ufe of Sir William Frogmorton, who isan honeft man
- and of truth, who was thenat Paris, and hath held corre-
{fpondence with Coleman, one of my Family, in whom I
have great confidence. SobEs

1 was much fatisfyed to fee his moft Chriftian Majefty al-
together of my opinion, fo 1 made him Anfwer the 2975.
“of Fune, by the fame meanes he had made ufe of to write to
‘mé, thatis, by Coleman, who adreft himfelf to Father Fer-
rier ( by the forementioned Knight) and entirely agreed
to his mott Chriftian Majefty, as well to what had refpect
~to the Union of our Interefts, as the unufefulnels of my
Lord «4rlingtonand the Parliament, in order to thefervice
of the King my Brother, and his moft Chriftian Majefty,

apd that it was neceffary, to make ufe of ourjoynt and ut- /
~ moftcredits to prevent the fuccefs of thofe evil defigns re-
folvedon by the Lord Arlingtomand the Parliament, againfk

his moft Chriftian Majefty and my felf; which of my fide

| : : ; 1
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Ipromife really to perform; of which, fince that time, I
- havegiven reafonable good proof. .
-« Moreover Imade fome Propofals, which I thought ne-
ceflary to bring to pafs, what we were obliged to undertake; |
affuring him that nothing could fo firmly eftablifh our In-
tereft with the King my Brother, as that very fame offer of
the help of his Purfe, by which means, I had much reafon
tohope I fhould beenabled to perfwade to the Diffolving
of the Parliament, and to make void the defigns of my Lorg'
wArlington, who works inceflantly to advance the Intereft
- ofthe Prince of 0range and the Hollanders, and to'leflen that
of the King your Mafter, notwithftanding all the Protefta-
~tions he hath made to this hour, torender him fervice.

~ Butas that which was propofed was at a ftand by reafon
~ of the ficknefs of Father Ferrier, fo our Affaires fucceeded

~ notaccording to our Defigues, only Father Ferrier vvrote
zome,the 152h. of the laft Moneth, Thaz be had communica-
2ed thofe Propofitions to hismoft Chyiftian Majefty, and thas
 theyhadbeen very vvell likt of, but as they contained things

- thathadregardzto the Catholick Religion and to the offer and~

 ufeof his Purfe, be gave me to under[tand he did not defire I
 should treat vvith Monfieur Ravigny wpon the firft, but as 1o
the laff, and had the fame time acquainted me,that Aonfieur

Ravigny, had order to grant me, vvhatfoever the conjuniture of

 our Affairesdidrequire ; and have expected the effets of 1t-

 tothis very hour, but nothing being done in it, and feeing

~ ontheother hand that my Lord 47lington and feveral o<

thers endeavoured by a thoufand deceits tobreak the good

~ Intelligence which 'is between the King my Brother, his
moft Chriftian Majefty and my Self, to thie end they might
deceiveusallthree, I have thought fit to advertife you of
allthatis paft, and defire of you your affiftance and Friend-
fhipto preventthe Roguerys of thofe who have no other
defign than to betray the Concerns of Framce and Ex 3!({}14
< B alfo,
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alfo, and who by their pretendcd ﬁrvma, amﬁsemcaﬁqg
theyfucceed not, 1QIRST O9VIa HULL
Astoany thing morel refer you 01Sir mﬁmarngmr.
1om, and Coleman, who 1 havecmmnded to give anaccount”
of the whole fate of our Affair, and of “thie true' ‘copdition
‘of England, with. many-others, and principally my Lord
:gfrlmgrom endeavours to repzefen; to yciaqtme Othetwi{& |
anitis.
. Thetwo ﬁr& 1 mentmed to youare frmto my Imcreﬁ;
, fo thac youmay treat wxfh thcmw:thont anyzpprehcn bm.

(» . Zrrata) Page: lmcé fbt LE.GHEER,read WAISE;)
and fo whete-ever you meet with that Name, 1. 7nbud.£n£
S5t Gcrmme, 1y J’tmﬂ Germame, andfmhmnghout 5




