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T H O E

Scotch Souldiers {peech,

conferning the Kings coronation oath.

40T Enclemen, and fellow Souldiers though s a Scotchman T may be
(GEDATR plaine, and a Souldier blung, yer { Thope) asa chriftian I thall be
honeft , and as a fubje& loyall in the expreflion of that duty,
% which by the lawes of God , of mature, of the kingdome , of gra=
4N9 & titude,and of humanityis due to one,who is by SoveraigneMajeftie
16 our King , by birth our Country man, by education a Proteftant,
by profeffion, and actions a moft piots Princesand by his gracious
compliance with us confiden in our loyalty , the confluence of which oblidgements
" hath made all the powers of heaven, & earch o ftand as it were in amaze being bigge
with expeftations to {ee how well or ill w: d=porr our felves in this bufineffe of fuch
high concernement , who knowes but that the divine providence , hach fent his
Majeftic to us , that we might be made the happy inftruments of a well grounded
peace, and of reftoring Religion to its purity, the church to its rights,the King to his
prerogative 5 and lawes to their channell , the nobility , and gentry to their honours
and eftates, and the people to their liberties, if we refalve upon thefe things, we may
crowne our nation with honour , bue if unworthy thoughts poffeffe our foules 5 we
may juftly feare , that (although falvation may come fome other way,) yet we , and
our party (hall perifh ; it is true that we have an hard game to play » but having the
cheife tryumph tramp in our owne hands , befides {o many honours , we (hall prove
bur ill gamefters, if we be not gainers by the deale, and give Religion and Juftice
their due , befides the {aving of our owne ftakes , but for the effecting hereof it
behooverh us to looke with our owne eyes and not through thofe fpectacles , or
profire tives through which others prefent mattersunto us 5 we have hetherto beene
madz believe , that the cad , and defigne of all chis warre was to fetch the King from:
his evell councellors to his Pardiament of England, his M rjeltie very often, (yea even
beneath the dignity of {0 great a Prince ) defired to comply with them , but they i
ftead of accepting his Majeftie, voted hima prifoner,his Mjeftie having honoured us
with his Royall prefence , chere are now no evell councellors about him, there are no
armyes to animare his non-compliance , what is now the rocke of offence , believe it
; (all the ciccumiftances of this warre confid=rz1) we may jultly feare,that we have beene
? ‘made but a ftale to the defignes of thofe fedicious Scifmatickes , who are nosw the
‘obltacles of the kingdomes peace, and that they (like the Ape)made ufe of the Cares
foote to plucke thole chefhutts out of the fire,which themfelves had defigned for there

owne pallat; i

It behooves us now duly to examine the bufines , and we are ’b_ound

(according to the trult repofed in ug by his Mhjeftie)co vindicate his Majefteys rights

and to fee him reftored to all his legall prevogatives, bu fhall I tell you the true caufesf
. A 2 ¢




ofthis prefent difference, and chat which we miy upon good groundes fufpect to be
the true occafion of thefe moft horrid , and annatarall warre , his Majeftie at his
coronatien in England tooke an oath i thefe wordes s T will maintaine, and pre=
ferve to you,(the Bifhops)& tothechurches committed to your chargessall canonicall
priviledges,and I will be your prore&or,and defender to my power,by the affitance
of God , as every good King in his Kingdome in right ought to-defende the bi (hops,
and churches under their government, ‘then' ( laying his hand on the booke on the
communion table ) he faith , thefe things L have. before promifed > I fhall performe,
and keepe , fo helpe me God, and by the contents of this booke, heere is an oath able
to firicke terror and amafement into the hears of all , (the due circumftances , and
clymares whereof being confidered) as well as feare and reverence inhis Majeftie
about the performance of the fame it is raken by Gods Annoyneed , in Gods houfe,
at Gods table , upon Gods booke , tendred by Gods minifters, to defend Gods rights,
in the prefence of Gods eople 5 and that with the imprecation ot Gods curfes », and
forfeyture of Gods bleflings , fo that if ever any oarh could properly by way of
eminency be called the oaﬁ1 of God this is it,his Majeltie therefore out of his princely
piety (concerning him(elf, bound in daty to God, in honour to the church, in Jultice
to his fubjedts, and in obedience to chriftiane principles to maintaine his oath, )
refufethto confent to the roote and branch bills againft epifcopacysbut fome(whom I
will not name )forgettfull of his Majeftyes honour, & confcience & refolving to execute
their owne delignes in altering the government of the church, have rayfed a militia, 8
called usin to their ayde, thereby to forcea complyance , from his majeftie , and the

royall party with them, and now what {oule 1s not aftonifhed ? what heart doth
not bleed?  whote eares doe not tingle 2 to heare that we , (unhappy wee } {hould
under the pretence of holy covenants , be made the inftruments of fuch horrid
impietyes , what could the divel , and all the friends of hell have thought on mere
impious then perjury , what more obnoious to the church of God then facriledges
what more rebellious then by force of armes to compell the King to both 2 what
more blafphemous to God , and feandallous to Chriftianity then to doe all thefe
things under the name and pretence of religion ? what > was God the God of trueth
when he gave us the precept of performing all our yowes, and is he now become the
God of perjury , did God deteft the withhoulding of tythes, and offerings as robbery
done to himflf , and is'he now become a patron of Sacriledge , did he enjoyne fub-
jection to fuperiouts as to,his owne ordinances , and that upon paine of damnation,
and is he' now become a generall to rebells , whereby to force the King-aga‘mﬁ; his
oath, and confcience? Heare & heavens, and hearken & ‘earth, if ever any fuch thing
were committeds that a grear councell of a kingdome  of Chriftians , of proteftants,
of fubjeés s of thofe that were fwarne to defend the Kings rights, {hould cotn-
tenance tamults 5 connive at affaults upon his Majeftie, examine the circumftances
of his birthto prove Baftardy in him, that thereby they might remove him , and his
Royalll poftenty from the crowne , raife a militia againft himy, vote him that heayas
feduced by evill councell,, that be foughe the deltru@jon of the Parliament 5 to bring
in popery , and to sule by an arbitrary way , yore his Royall Confort to be guley -of

high
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iy _high treafon for herlogalty » murder his nobilitys deftroy his gentty , opprefl: hi
eatis fobje@s , wincke at the blafphemous hew and cryes of Br;m%icusy,,an?i}vdté }u:

fﬂP"' Majefty to prifon , becaufe out of a pious, and princely refolution, he is fully bent o
Bl maintaine his oath , rather to part from his life, and erowne, then from that religion,
ﬂi and government, both in church and ftate , which he is fivorne , and hath fo oten
b decply protefted , and declared to maintaine. Good God what thall we fay ta thisy
0k~ whetber (hall we caufe our fhame to flie, to whom fhall we appeale for excufes,fhall -
% | we afcend up into heaven forthem , Loe there we fhall finde all the faints ,_and-
b : a}rllgfc‘}s of G(:id 2} who co;ltfinuz_dly bleholgld the fac(-e of their heavenly Father, dcteﬁfing
had thofe new dodrines of forcing the Kings confcience contrary to his oath , as fuct
g ngff(f :fl;lptr(i Patriarches,:m:l Pri);ixe,tls,%d martyrs (:if God we);e formerly ignorant,
) we appeale unto menfoehould Ireland conquered,our own country up inarmes,
ights the greateft-part of the nobility , and gentry , and all the heades of the Univerfityes, z
and together with the learned part of the%:lergy of England , detelting our actions \{'itl’:
yof ‘as much abomination , as ever, the Egyptians hated the Profeffion of Shepherds , and
ly if we had pue the cafe at the cle@ion of the Parliament members, if the King will not
:c)e chtlltrary to has ti')ath Fakenf :lit hlils ctl)’ronation , confent to the pulling down of
i pilcopacysand alteration of the church government, whether or no it be the fubje&s
:: mm{d_qs 5 by fﬁrcc olf armeidtﬁ cog\pell him thereunto contrary to his oatl?an&
3 confcience, all people would have been ready to ftone us, as not thinking it poffible
& that fuch horrid impietyes fhould enter iny to the hearts , or thoughtsbof trl’xe grea:
1the counfell of the Kingdome , and certainely if we had ingenioufly confefled the truth
doth at the firlt, without the cloake of a thowrowe reformation ; or of fetching evill
odd counfell from the King , we fhould never have rayfed fo greata poser , and ifwe
orrid l?-,ql;f' bcyond the feas 1,1 we ara accoantcg the {hame of chriftians , and the fcorne of
mare chriftianity, yea even all proteftant churches (when they are really enformed, againft
k:ﬁ | _ what principles we have procecded ) will gmc 5 anc{ deteft ou);‘a&ionsv, fhall we
) ranfacke the facred fcriptures, I have fhewed you before againit what divine precepts
| tefe we have proceeded, but behould there indeed the pure fountaines of living water
e blundred, and abufed for the juttification of our caufe , when one fhall tell us, that
mele we may fight againft our King, becaufe it is written ; thou fhalt binde their Kings in
obbeq chaines, and their nobles with linckes of Iron: Another (blafpheming the King with
el hotrid flaunders) fhall conclude that Tophet was prepared of olde, yea for the King,
ot it was prepared ; And a third (as though he would foreprophecy of the Kings deftru~
s éion) fayeth though Jeconiah weare the fignet upon my right hand, yee will 1 pluck
:d"ﬂ% him from thence; are not thefe horrid things , fuch as would make a dumb mare
ohw,  fpeake, andawile man dumbe with horrour, and amazement ? If ( fellosy Souldiers)
i you intend to be ruled by the {cripture; let me put you a {criprure cafe , in Saules fec-
mm ; ::g}g;: ni;]akc l:i‘{ockcc l:)f the chquplt_ssg c?n::'sry to tgi oat{l giverlx them , you mgy —
, how this ocath was obteyned by fraude , and by.a lye, that it was exprefly
oo | againft the covemant of promife given to Abraham, I[;ac)l;, gxﬁd;{é&o&z,gndﬂftci?va:dﬁ'
e £0 Mofes,Aron, & the peoplesthat it was given rafbly without as ing counfell of God,
#ﬂg anid to a people by nation heathens » by religion Idolaters , and b)'!.?cizﬂdl_tionf“ﬁﬂ"gs
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s0 be drawers of water and hewers of woode , that what Saul did was at the leaf®
300 yeares after the oathgiven, in which time that oath may feemeto fometobe
antiquated , and thac he did it in zzale to the people of Iftael 5 Bue what the fucceffe?
the bloud of the men (h:dde by reafon ofthis p rjury cryed aloude to heaven for
vengeance, Gods earcs ware opened <o ther cryes , he punifhech the whole land with
famine , and would not bz pacifizd bur writh the hanging up of almoft all Sauls
pofterity , are not thefe things writtea for our inft:ation , and what judgements
(think we)(hall attend us if we fo-ce theKing to violace that oath,which hisMajeftie
tooke by the lawes of the Kingdom: , for the prefervation of Gods, and the churches
rights, thall w2 then looke wich in ussand cher= nake boafts of the [piric? but if Gods:
word be the tryall of the fpiric, that {pirit which is repugnant to the word of God can’
not be the fpirit of God,Gods fpirit comes to us in cruch not in perjuy,in meekeneffe in
the forme of a Dove , not ofan Eagle, or with vultures tallons to fteale fleth from
the alear ; and we know this to be the diffzrence barwoene the fpirit of truth and the

{pirit of error ; that erueth defires nothing but the armes of rightcoufnes, the armes of
prayer , and teares , and the fivord of the [piric , whichis the word of God , 2o fighe

for the profeffion thereof againt their lawfull Kings , whereas the do&rines of
ferting Kingdome againft Kingdo.ne, and nation againt narion, by forreine warres,

and of fetting the father againft the fonne and che fonn= azant che father by civill

diffentions , are the do&rines of thofe fale Chrifts , who thill deceive many , and

are referved for the worft of times , to be mainrained by the worlt of men, whoby

sheir boafting of the fpirit , fill the church wich h=refyes, and fcifmzs, the Kingdome
with rebellion, and the world with confufion : fhall we pleade the votes, and orders
of the Parliament of England , or the nasional! covenant , what were this bue undee
pretence of pulling do'va popery to fer up Idolatry , and to lay afide all the lawes
.of God for the covenant, and for the votes , an:{ orders ofthe houfes, bueifths
covenant be to maintine religion , and che Kings honours we thill then traly per-
forme the covenant in both , when we detz{t :hofe do%cines » and a&ions , that dis=
honour God , and the King by accurfed perjuy , and char were a covenant with helt
that thould cevenan: to forcethe Kingto forfveare himfelf , bue tell me , (I pray
'you) is it the votes;and orders of the houfes,& the covenant, or th comrandements
of God that (hall juftify or condemne us at the laft day , fhal! we pleade the lawes of
England, but (I pray you) what lawes can be offorce to mte themfelyes aganft

the lawes of God, and what lawes of the Kingdome wara aver produced to juftify

the ray(ing of a militia, and the calling in of forraine ayd=,and joyning in covenants

thereby to force the Kings violation of his coronation oath , againe ( if we believe

them thae are profefled in thofe lawes ) they lay this as 2 maximz, that no by

fatute , or cuftome , which is either againft the law of God, or principles of nature
exn be of any validity , or force , but ate voyde , and nulin law , they (ay further,

£hat therefore this oath was by the fundamentall lawss, and confticutions of the

Ringdome Krefcntqd to his Majefty of purpofe to bynde his confcience to preferve
the ecclefiafticall righes for the comfort , and enconrageincne of true pietys

and learming : that as thelawes ; and facuces of Acticuli Cleti, and other recordes:
fhould
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flould binde the handes of the fubjcdts , fo this eath thould binde the confcience of
the King from violating the churches rights , and therefore it is exprefled as afeverall
atticle in the coronation oath, that the King fhould neveraflent toany a@, that
fhould trench upon theit rights, and that how foever the Kings confcicnce wasat li-
bertie to confent to the altcration of any other of the municipiall lawes,yet it fhould
be bound as to this by the efpeciall, and direét wordes of the oath ; as likewife
his Majeftie is bound by the wordes of that oath, to doe jufticetoall, and therefore
by vertue of this oath , as well as of honour, and Juftice, if the houfes tender any bills
which his Majeftie conceives to be againft common righe 5 or Juftice , his Majeftie is
bound not to give his Majefties Royall affent thereunto , which can not buc ftrike
amazement in all knowing men,that any fhould be foe impudently wicked,as againft
all the lights of God , of nature , and the Kingdome to taxe the King with perjury,
becaufe he will not confent to the roote and branch bills againft Epifcopacy , and.
the royall party defires no other happines then to be admitted to a full, and free
difpuration upon that point;and that their reafons might be publithed in all churches,
and declared to all the world , for the juftification of his Majefties and their inno-
cencies in thiscaufe ; Againft this (hall we pleade the pride , and arragancic of the
Bifhops and'clergy, but I feare this will be with greater pride, fuppofe fome Bithops .
and clergy exalt themfelves againft fome of Gods people,muft we therefore exalt our:
felves againft God, and Gods Anoynted , becaufe fome Bifhops are proude, muft lyc
et

* fubje@s thercfore take up armes to force the KinE to perjury » and facriledge ,

their infolencies be punifhed , but let Godsand the churches rights remaine, it is
graunted that fome of the clergy by the irregularity of their a&tions , and laying
clogges upon mens confiiences, gave a great fcandall to the church , but thefe might
be legally proceeded againft, and what inncvations they had brought in contrar
to lawe mught have benereformed ;- bu: muft cherefore the funéion contrary to all.
the principles of religion » law, and reafon , be roeted out becaufe there was a Judas
amongftthe Apoftles , did Chrift take away the Apoftle fhip , becaufe many angels-
did rebell againft God, did God deftroy the whole ;Z'Iierarchie;-ﬁlppofe fome Bitho|
fought to fet themfilves the oric at the right hand of the King , the other at his left,.
as James , and John did zt Chrifts ; muft their ambition caufe all to be defpifed , if
God fhould roote outallman kinde , becaufe fome are moft refratory wicked.
perfons, what would become of us, the do@rines of rootinge out all for the abufes of
fome are agreable neither to thie precept , nor patterne of him , who will have the
wheate, & tares grow together till the harveft,and it hath formerly beene accounted
the awildome of Parliaments to reforme abufes by regulating, not by extirpation,
but yer what hath the rigliteous done, whofe eyes ate fo fwelled with pride, or
blinded with malice,that do not fee how many Saints of God,there were both of the
Bifhops , Pottars , and other clergy , who willingly layed downe their lives for that
caufe ,. and religion, which his Majeftie doth now maintaine , and for us to fay thas
if they had lived in thefe dayes , they would have fided withus , is a fpeech as full of
arrgoancy , as ignorance , and exprefly againft all their ations , and how many are:
there of their fucceflors whe befoxe this unhappy difference , were men famo:u};ip».
o




their generations ; and have’ flow riona othet faule but their conftancy to their relf<
gion 5 and their loydley to theirKing . fhallave then juftify our caufe , for that Ged
fath gone dlong with our armyes : ‘6 Poore ~miferable ‘creatures if we have no
‘better then fuch fig-leaves to'cover-out nakednefle , becaufe' God.doth often blefle
the ‘adilterours fecde, is He therefote eitherthe cafe ,-or lover of adultery 5 if we
have nothing’ but the ‘power of the fword for the juftification of our caufe > by this
title the blafphemyes of Mahomet inthe Alcheron , and the dotages of the popith
fuperftitions in che legend may lay clame to heaven as well as wee , “but what ifGod
out of the heate of his wrathfull indigations towards us, have ( as he ufeth o doe
to thofe whomehe givesover to a reprobate fence ) given us-the victory thereby to
_obdurate usin out rebellion 5 that threugh pride of heart, and vaine conceite of a juft
caufe , we might be made more uncapeable of repentance -and pardon. Itis trues
that God hath had a controverfy withthe Englifh , and-we for their finnes may be
‘made the rodde of Gods anger in-punifhing the King , and allhiis Royall party » but
.we knowe not how foone for-our owne  finnes God ‘may throwe thistedde into the
firesperchamce you willfay, tha the King in taking away the churches rights fhould
_doe noe more > then what he himfefin parte , and hisRoyall predecefiors have for

metly-corifented unto;but who knowes no, that his Majeftie never willingly, agreed

-to the abrogation.ef any-of the churches duess& if his-pious heart fmitehim for cutting
~of the lappe of their skirtsymuft he be forced to ftrippe them as naked as the young-man
~that left his linnen garment behindehim , and whoknowes not that all thofe Kings,
who have beenc regardlefle of their oathes in- takingaway the churches-tights , ‘have
beene putfued by the hand of Juftice ,* fo that there is not fomuch asthe name,cor
~pofterity of any of them remaning , and who knowes but that thofe aéts of impietie
_might be amongft thofe crowdes of finnes , whichhave eryed folowd for judgement
~againft thefe Kingdomes. But fhall we fay tha this oath is-an evill oathiand fo evilin
~¢he taking , and worfe in the keeping , this were to caftdirt upon the face.of the
. whole confticution-of that charch , a ftate 5 of that Kingdome which appointed the
_eenure of this eath to his Majeftie. But wherein (I pray youy) doth-the malignivy
of this oath confiftsfuppofe that there were now-a Patliament of Papifts, who-would
take up armes under ptetence of a thowrow reformationsand of voting all proteftants
that Thould fide with the' King evill.counfellers , -and of fetching the King from them
to his great counfell, fhouldnot we:thatare proteftants ftand up in his Majefteys
_juftification , *fhould-not we abominate the violating. of thefe lawes of God ,-of
nature, and of the Kigdeme, under the pretence of the power of the great countellas
“jefuicicall impofteties , s ivunlawfull forthe King to breake his oath for any votes,
orders , or ordinances of Popith Parliaments , and (hall proteftants now:docthat
wwhich they fo muchdeteftin Papifls ;-but if there be any that will pleade for Baallet
tthem ftand up , -anid produce their ftronge reafons 5 let the cafe be:truly ftated to the
aflembly of divines and if they *have any.new.dirc&toryes for-the regulating of the
Kings confcience againft his oath , as welkas for thrufting the Apoftles Creed out of
‘the church 5 let them be publifhedto the world , that all Chriftians may judge how
.orthodox they ate; firft let them refolve whether or soc the King ¢not a.vithifanding
the




thie taking of thisoath ) be botnd to takeaiay the churches rights and whethet of

no (like fo many popes) they or the houfes have power todifpence withoathes -
* & to nullific them at their pleafire. Secondly if the King will not bend his confcience

t6 be warped into petjury , by the {cortching heate of their zeale , whether or no ic
be lawfull for the fubjes to raife amilitia, and to call us in to their ayde to forca
the King there unto, and whether or no it be rebellion foto doe. . Thirdly where
the King is purfued becaufe he will not committe perjury whether or no the fubjetts
by that accompt which they ate to give to God , by the duty which they owe to the
King , and by the oathes of allegeance whichthey have taken , be notbound to
ftand up in his Majelties ayde', for the vindication of his Majefties honour , and con-
fcience. Fourthly where ‘the fubje@ts do upon thefle grounds engage them(elves in
his Majefies {ervice , whether or no it be according to the rules of religion, or ju'tice
to vote, or publith them to be enemyes to God, and all Godlynefle, Papilts,Popifhly
affeéted, traytors to their King, enemies to their countty, diftutbers of the Peace, and
fuch like Fifthly whether or no all thofe cletgymen that have taken the oathes of cano=
nicall obedience , and to maintaine the difcipline , and government of the chutch,
all thofe of the laytye that have taken the oathes of offices 5 of trufts and of
allegeance, can juftify the violation of thofe oathes ; to comply with the houfes,
in forcing his Majeftie to violate this. Sixtly whether or no all the lawes of God,
and man which juftify , and vindicate the Kings rights 5 and confcience are to be
efteemed as voyde's and nulinlaw, and whether or noallthe blood (hedd in this
moft horrid , “and unnaturall warre fhall be imputed to them, who fecke to vindicate
his Majefties hononr, and confrience,ot to thofe;who (under pretence of athorow
reformation, and of fighting againft evill councellors, ) give the King {o many
battells , and turn thefe Kingdomes into fo many Achadames , filling them not only
(‘as Manaffes did Jerufalem ) with bloud from onz end to the other, but alfo with

fo many perjuryes, factiledges;and horrid bla(phemyes. If the aflembly of divines be

asthamed to owne thefle accutfed impieties , why fhould not we be asthamed to
defend thofe things by out fwords, which they are asthamed to juftify with their

ns. I thinke impiety is not yet growne to that height of impudency , that any
man dare difpute thefe queftions in the difcuffing whereofit will appeare , that i
all the precepts of divinity were taken out of the word of God , all the dictates of
reafon blotted out ofthe booke of nature , and all the maximes {punged out of the
lawes and ftatutes of this Kingdome, which have beene violared in the juftification
-of this warre againft the King, there would be neither {cripture , reafon, hor lay left
us how to walke as Chriftians , men , or fubjets ; but if there be any whofe defpe-
rate condition hath fould him (like Ahab ) to worke wickednefle before the Loid,
and to pleade for the violation of the Kings oath , that were not only to fharpen
the toungues,& pennes of men, but even the arrowes of Gods Judgements againft us,
and our caufe, and to make the enemyes of God to bla(pheme religion , yea to
expofe our fclves , our Kingdomes , our religion , and all that we have co the con-
tempt and {corne of all nations , and teligions what foever , what Kingdome caa

with fafety , enter into aleague 5 or confederacy with our King » what forreig,ge
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nation can with fecurity telye upon the honefty of out marchants,what teligion will |

ot feare to hould communion with fucha rcligion , ornation, whofe principles
either in religion , or ftate maintaine , that the fubjects may take up armes to force
the King contrary to his oath ; yea his coronation-oath, how often have our pulpits,
runge that faith is to be kept with heretickes » & fhall now the fubjecs take up armes
to force the King to perjury, Lord, what fhall we fay 2is the councell of Trent now
removed into Henty the Sevenths chappell 5 Is the popes chaire at Rome changed

into the fpeakers chaire at Weft-Minfter, muft our newe reformed religionbe

founded upon the foure corner ftones of blafphemy ; perjury, facriledge, & rebellion,
and fhall we temper the motter thereof with the blood , and teares of his Majefties
loyall people , of our fellow-fubjects , of our brethren , and of thofe, who live, and
dye in the fame faith of Chrift with our felyes. I tremble to thinke what the event
of thefe things may be, thongh we have hitherto efcaped the fworde, I pray God that
a ferpent out of the wall donet biteus, if it were taken o ill that the late Lord
Archbithoppe of Canterbury , and fome other counfellers of ftate thould alter the

Kings oath in fome circumftances  ( the fubftance of the oath ftill remaining ) how

il will it be taken that we fhould rife in armes to force the Kings confcience againft
this oath, but admitting it had beene but a private oath, nay ifa wicked oath,and his
Majefties confcience had ledd him to take and defend the fame , what do@rine is
there in the fcripture that enables the fubjeés to rife in rebellion againft him forit:
we may now fee the {corne of the churches ftage ftrangely altered ; the church , and
true religion formetly fuffered perfecurion by the tyranny of Kings , but now Kings
(yea pious Kings) fuffer petfecution by thetyranny of religion,thefe,thefle & fuch like
argumenrs are thofe rockes upon which the royall party hathbuile their Judgement
who although they be overcome by the fivord, are not yet vanquifhed in their caufe,
for which they make their appeales to heaven, and call God.and man to wittnes their
innocency , rejoycing in nothing more , thien that there will bea day of Judgement,
when the righteous , and impartiall Judge » fhall judge both them , and us according
to the Juftice,and innocency of the caufe,in the meane time now that God hath done
with them,who konwes how foone he may beginne with us,&call us to an accoumpt,
Let us therefore haften on the peace thereby to prevent thofe cloudes of bloud,

which threaten to diffolve themfelves upon us in fire;and hayle ftones, let us lay the-

foundation thereof in heaven, by rooring out thofe accurfed doérines of fedition,
which have watered our furrowes with fo much bloud 5 let us by a generall counfell
chofen out of all the Provinces with in his Majefties dominions according to the
‘ancient, and knowen lawes of the three feverall Kingdoms , reftore religion to its pu-
rity of doctrine, and the church to its unity of difcipline , but forusto think of a
reformation by faction, and rebellion;and to talke of religion whilft we hould up our
fivordes, to force the Kings confcience to perjurys is to blafpheme , not to maintaine
religion , and yet as one abfurdity opens the doore to a thoufand more , and one
finne makes way for another, I have heard fome of our leven , ( finding that they
have done what they could by the fivord , and all to no purpofe ) -thinke to cover
the fhame of this tencnt with a woxfe, and(as Dayid thought to cover his adultery by

: murder
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* by vindicating his Majefties honour , and confcience, and by reftoring the Kin
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murdet ;) fo thefe would cover their murder by adulcerating the church’of Cod
and would clozke the forcing of the Rings confcience by armes , with proceeding
againft him by ecclefiafticall cenfure , but was ever any hereticke {0 blafpemoufly
impudent ; as to talke of a tradatur Satanw againft théir King becaufe he will not
perjute hitnfelf to committe facriledge and Apoftacy, this were to deliver our felyes
not the King to Sathan , and to burne our felves in hell for thus blafpheming God,
and the King,whilft his Majeftie finges his Halelujahs in heaven , the curfe caufeleffe
fhall not come , and the arrowes that we fhall fhoote againft him will fall upon our
own heades this was not it for which his Majeftie put him felf upon our Joyalty:
If the King would have beene forced againft his confcience , he necded not to have
hazarded either biskife , or crowne , or to have committed himfelf to our truft , he
could have forefworne himfelf without our counfell , or compulfion , let ustake
heede that we make not a prey of that deere , which flyes to us fer fuccour from the
hunts-mans,howndes. Let us power balme into the wound of the three Kingdomis,

g’ his
Royall Confort, the Prince, the church, and the other fubjeés to their lawfull r?ghts,
fo thall we by giving unto Caefar the things that are Cafars , and unto God the things

that are Gods, trucly make a covenant with heaven by our Religion, and Juftice, and .

we may make up all the breadhes of diffention by an happy union , God may be pa-
cified towards us, we may prevent the plotts of future defignes , obtaine honour with

all chriftian Princes, and be reftored to otir own homes, with the plentifull reward of

religion Juftice 5 and Loyalty.

Finis coronat opus..







