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|[CONSIDERATIONS
TENDING

To the Happy Accomphfhment
: ~O F

E N G.L A N-DS:
R eformation in Church’ and State,

Humbly pref: em‘ed tothe I’zety and Wifdome of the.
High and Honourable Conrt of Parlzamert

Rxght Honourable Senatorsy-

BN 015 [ hawe -been long agoe convitled |
of this Truth. that ny Life is not
q mine own but God: and that God
i| appoints the ‘Z)jk af itto beretur-|

e wed wnto Him in Chrift through his
| Body which is the Church vifible : So'l makg ac-|
| count that Ican bave no true delngt in theenjoys|
‘ment of this Earthly Life of mine any furthen,tben

|z ﬁ”d my felfe Ufefull to otherstherebyin Chrifts|
4, Way.|




| Way. Tbeiefbre I dare not defire either the conti.
niance or comforts thereof any longer | then 1may
be ferviceable therein tothe Commonzwealth of If-

rael. And although I know not what [ervice in this |
Kind I'bavekitherto done,ornay do bereafier,( for |
1 am no competent Tudge of this matter)) yet I am |

‘comforted beréin, that I havethe teftimony of my
Confeience affuring mee, that I bave fincerely [pens

and Laid out my felfe whally to this effeCt. And}
that althongh I bawe been careleffe of my felfeasto |,
this world (fine invidia lucri) yet I bave feen al- |
wayes Gods band in the mid$t of many firaits and §

difficulties fupporting me, and fbewing a way to
proceed, when 1 found my [elfe at a ftand. = Now
becaufe of late this hath been more eminently appa-
rent then ever, by the [peciall Providence of God
in moving the Goodneffe and Fuftice of the Houfes
to Order ury prefent maintenance, and futnre [up-
port 5 Ithinkemy [elfe bighly obliged by all the
bonds of Gratitude,to be fo wuch the more Zealons,
Free and Earueft both towards God and N[m, to
endeavour the ddvancement of bis Glory, and your

Felicity, which 1 am fully perfwaded may be done |

by fuch Mosions and Propofalls as thefe are, which
fome (who arenos much fwayed by the Interefts of
flefb and blood ) having concurred with me to pus
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| want to every one for the Publick Good of All.
| Therefore in requitall of their care for me, 1 find
| my beart inlarged witly cares for them, and by 'the

| fet afoot here; I [ay, if they can bee fet a-

| mong§t Us ) but that 1am fomwhat in doubt of the

| #eredto entertaine fuch Owertures. But let Men be
| as they will fuch feeds as thefe muft be fown in their
| bearts, and prefented totheir thonghts. Who know-

toPaper, 1 fuppofe may hawe an effeGtuall influence |
upon thofe Hononrable Friends of ‘mine in the]
Houfes, who are pleafed to looke npon me a5 a Ser=

advantage of moft thank ful Ajfections and Refpeéts
Iwould gladly give you All o:cafionto be Inftru-
mentall towards Your own Happine[Je,and the per-
fe& Wayes of fuch adefired Reformation both of
Chureh and State, as may by Gods blefSing thereon
in due time feriment the veSt of the world ; Which
by the enfuing Difcour(ewill appeare in fome meaz

Jurefeafible , if the Things offered therein can be

afoot bere; aot that I doubt of the Poffibility
thereof inthemfelves. ( for I know that elfwhere
the Matters bere mentioned, bave been praftifed by
piece-mealesy and therefore there is no reafon why
they may not be all as once jointly made nfe of a-

Jeafon, Whether the Spirits of this Age bee not too.
wnch as yet(to [ay no more) difcompofed and fcar-
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eth what they may worke? Sure I ans the. e_/fe& is
\ in Gads band, aid be can nrake this honeft endevour
to become (M it is intended withour partzallzty) a
Help and Expediznt to that Regular Settlement,
which all fuch as are upright in beart wifh and long

own will, but the Word of | God the ﬁ)le Tule of

Aund that the Lord who is Wonderfull in Conncell,
ond Excellent in VW orking , may bring all thisto
; paﬂé I fball not ceafeto be rqﬂlﬂé before his Throne

breathe profeﬂ?d/y

+

nght Honourable Scnators, _

f:uthfull Sczvanx,; f;
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for- . And 1 hope that fuch as feck not to make their |

onr Reformatzon will all contribute to fuch defignes |
|asthefe , for the compofure of needleffe differences. |

with my Prayers, who am the mezmeﬂ of all that |
fervethe Publick 5 but in teuth, and s Iwng I

Your moﬂz obhged humble and |
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A BRIEF

DISCOVRSE

Concerning ‘

REFORMATION:
o Tending to [ew, . '

That by an Office of Publike Addreffe

in Spirituall and Temporall Matters, the

Glory of God,and the Happinefle of this
Nation may be highly advanced.

@ E E have exceeding great caule
fiity to blefle the Lord our God,
who' hath bleffed us in many
things farre above our fore-Fa-
thers ; but chiefly in this, that
=™ we have the everlafting Gofpel
of Jefus Chrift revealed-unto us, more evident-
ly, then everthey had in former times. An{l
Ly 1avodl B . al-

The Accomplishment of our|

{




partake of this great blefling withus, yet in
 Two Things the people of this Ifland , and
chiefly that of England doth exceed all the reft.

Firft,herein, thae this Parliament,and fuchas |

joyne with it in this Publike Caufe, are more
folemaly and ftrongly engaged toadvance the
| Glory of God by the Reformation of this
Church and State, then any other Proteftants
#¥e~ Ia 1afireilarmon A ol

~ Secondly, in this,that God hath put into the
hands of this Parliament fufficiently all the

Meanesand Advantages that may enable them |

to.dilcharge their duty in orderto this engage-
ment. vt S,
~Ifthen this goodand mighty hand of God,
 which hitherto hath done fo- manyand fo won-
derfull things for Us, will gracioufly continue
tolead our Leaders on,in the way wherin they

areentered, till chey finifh their courfe fuccef= |

tully; it is-evident, that our Happinefic ngbe

‘compleated for our Ageina full'meafure, and |
‘Without : interruption  propagated ‘afterward |
f fc.mman{yAgéézunte our Pofterity:And lefbwe |
cemto be earelefl¢ of fogreatan Ade |
vantage, let us look upon our State, -tomakea |
: : difcovery J

fhould

¥
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: glthough_many of our_:ne'r_ghbou'.r-Nations <
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difcovery of Gods dealing with.Us,to the praife

of his Namejand the increafe of our hopes.
Firft then,this our making of a Nationall Co~ |
venant in fo folemn a manner with Almighey|
God, with our Neighbour-Nation , and with | -
each otherinreference unto God , as it isan
extraordinary engagement to bind our foules
unto his publike Service ; foit hath been from
him to Us the conveyance of an extraordinary
bleffing upon our proceedings,by fcattering all |
ouradverfaries before Us,and breaking al ¢heir
|'plots and enterprifes againft Us; by which
meanes al{o our engagement towards God is
| more ftrongly confirmed and increafed, be-
caufe he hath not onely delivered Usfrom the
deadly feares of our moft dangerous and de-
{perate Enemies; but hathmanitefted his acce-
ptance of our Perfons, and approved of our
wayesand undertakings by a fuccetle, whichis
cvery way admirable. |
~ In the feeond place, the Advantages which
by this fuccetie hee hath put into our hands to
effe chat whereunto wee are engaged, areno
lefle obliging towards the Advancement of |
his Glory, then the Covenant it felf. For this |
very tye whereby God hath bound Us to him- |
: B 2 - Aelf




| before others; to mind not Qur felves alone,

| Dilpofe of,more large Spirituall Talents; and

felfbefore other people Nationally, and called

purpofe to live reformed under his Ordinances
as Members of Chriftsbody ; hathobliged Us

but the Communion of his Saints al{o inall the
Reformed Churches. £50 T1RH :
Then this other Advantage,that by our fuc+
ceffe hee hath made our Parliament eminently
Honarable, and hisgreat Trufteeof the grea-
teft and moft uncontroulable Power and Au-
thority which is in any Proteftant State on
eacth; doth bind Usfo much themore to bee
mindfull ofthis Honour, toadvanceit with all
the power and authority which hee hathbe-
ftowed upon Us. y o8
'Moreover this, that hee hath put intothe
hands of our Parliament , the right and privi-
ledge to Set a worke, to Addrefle and to

Intellefiall Abilities , and of more plentifull

Tcmporall Meanes and Helpes for Spiritualil
Ulfes, then other Nations have,and withall;that
o [} T A - g . &

offer-he doth at this time al{o more cornvenient

others, to improve all thefe bleflings tohis

upon Us to makea folemne Profeffion of eur |

‘opportunitiesand occafions toUs,thentoany |

Glory, |
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Glory,to our owpe Good , and the Comfort
of many; This(Wfay)that God dothall thisfor |
Us by out Parliament, is evidently a more effe-
&uall drawing and engaging of Us to him{elf,
then is our voluntary binding of our felves o-
ver unto him by our Nationall Covenant.
,Thereforeas we may gather that our guile for
‘this realon will bee above other Nationsex-
treame heavily increafedupon Us, in cafe we
‘negle& the duties of fomanyand {trong Obli-
gations; {o we may hepe that our Happinefsin:
cafe we anfwer this great call,and difcharge the
‘truft which God hath repofed in Us faithfully, |
will be upon Usand our Pofterity, more:then.
upon others; for everal{oincreafed. .~ From.
which Confideration we maft conclude; That
Three Things will berequiredof Us toacquit
our {elvesofall thefe engagements. <!
' TheFirft is thac which the Nationall. Cove-
nant doth bind Us unto withinand towards
‘Our felves for theredreflec of Publike Evils. -
The Second is that which: the Univerfall
Kingdom of God in theworld and the Church
Vifible doth require of Us towards all, for the
addreffe of every one to partake of Publike

‘ Bltﬁings »




| in thefe Three Relations, the continuance and |
| enlargement of our Happines will confift: Let

*| T And the Third is that,which the Communi- |
on of Saints doth oblige Us iinto, toward our

Proteftant Brethren at homeandabroad; for |
the Common Advancement of Religion, and
again{t the Common Enemies thereof. Upon
the Confcionable: performanceof our Duties |

us then briefly confider of the Ways by which
wee' fhould acquit our felvesof thefe engage-
ments.’ ¢ hysm av

the redrefleof our Evils, to fertle our Church,;’

Reformed condition. The Reformation of our
Churchis fpecified in the fettlement of Truth

chifme : in the fetclementof Righteouinefie
and good Order by a Common Direory for
Worfhip, for Government,and for Difcipline;
and in the ovérthrow of Error, of Unrighte-:
oufnes,and of Diforder, by the abolithment of

Popery,of Prelacy, of Superftition, of Herefiey |

of Schifme, and of all Profaneffe.. The Re-

formation of the Civill State isal{o fpecified in:|

the maintenance of that Authority whereby

The Nationall Covcninf dbih bind Us for |

our Civill State,and our particular Per{onsina/|

by a Common Confeffion of Faith and Cate- |

Juftice

O L e —— jovt .




Juftice isto be adminiftred unto the Nations ;
i the prefervation of that Peace and Unity,
which is fetled between the Kingdomes, in the
{uppreflion of all evil Inftruments that difturb |
the Publike Peace between the King and his |
People,or between the two Nations;and in the
faithfulnefs of every one,to perfeverein thefe |
endevours, and to maintaine thofe that profe- |
cute'the fame. - And the Reformation of Qur |
particular Perfon is{pecified laftly, 'in- the Hus | -
miliation of every one forhis own fins;the fins
of the Nations; and in:the care which every
one of Usdoth bind himfelfunto, to Reforme |
his own life according to the Gofpel of Chrift,
and to watchover all thofe thatare under Out.
charges to the fame effect. &

Now when all this is done ;- and Nationally
agreedunto ; as is exprefly mencioned in the
- | Covenant,yet even thenall willnot..be done;
which of Us Nationally God doth require for
the Advancement of his Glory. . For! thevery
Reformation ic felf (if truly compleated )i will
oblige the Nation more effeGually;. thenever |
hitherto it hath bin; to mind a further Intereft |
both in the generall Communion of Saintsand |
m the Univerfail Kingdom of Ged:: - For then




Chrifts faying wil cake place in Uls,Lak.12.48. '-1
Vanto whomfoever utuch is given, of him fball bee
meuch required; snd 1o whow neen bave committed

| mnch, of bivs they will aske the more. Therefore
| whatever bleffing through redrefs of our Evils
in our Reformation fhall be attained by Us, or

advanced to Us within this State, God ‘will
not conferre it upon us, that it fhould reft there
and lye dead asa Talent buried in the ground;

‘but he will expet that we {hould trade with

it,and make it ufefullin his fervice towards All
for the enlargement of his Kingdome; becaufe
the maine engagement which hee doth put up-
on thofe whom hee hath delivered from their
Enemies,is this, namely, That they [bould ferve
bim without fedre in' righteoufueffe and boli-

neffe all the dayes-of their life, Luk: 1. 24,25. |

For if by this Reformation of our Church,State

and Lives;he doth intend to convert Us unto

himfelf; Hee will notdoe it upon any other

termes, thenitwas done tohis Apoftle Peter:
to whom he {aid; T# Conwerfus confirmafratres, ‘

When thon art converted,Strengthen thy Bretbren,
Luk.q3.32. So then our Obligation to the
whole Body of Chrift:«( for: whofc {ake God

doth all thingsto every'one) will not befatis-
edd ' ~ fied




fied by that difcharge of ourducy tothe Body |
of this Natior; but that which in thisNation is.
brought “home unto God by the Truth and
Settlement of the Holy Profeflion therin; muft
be according to the Rule offered up againunto
him, dedicated unto his fervice, and applyed
unto the ufe for which he hath beftowed it up-
on Us; elie wee fhall rob him of the fruit of all
thefe bleffings, and deferveto be deprived of
‘the fame ;- For God dealeth with a whole Na-
tion in refpe of his Kingdom,as he doth with
a fingle Man : Hee doth not give to any parti-
cular man the gifts of his Spirit for himfelf a-
lone, but he giveth them, asthe Apoftle faith,
To profit withally that be fborld minifter the fame
wnto others, as a Steward of bisGrace: even o
wee muft judge of the Nationall bleffings be-
ftowed vpon Us in the hand of the Parliament;
that Gods undoubted meaning is not that wee
thould ingrofle his gifts as our own, peculiarto
our felves alone but that wee thould become
faichfull - Stewards thereof for the Univerfall
Kingdome of his Son, that it may be propaga-
ted, and for the generall Communion of his
Saints;that it may be entercained. il
- It will be therefore the Wifdome of Usall;|
C that
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that make Conlcience of our wayes,bothin ?e
Parliament,and in the whole Nation (whether
we have taken the National Covenant ornot )
to lay this Truth to heart, That the onely

ground of all Our Standing and profperity is |
this, even Our Publike Intereft in Chnifts Uni- |

verfall and Communicative Kingdom;and that
by this Intereft we are bound to raife Qur Re

folutions to fome Duties of a larger extent
then thofe are, which the {folemne League and

Covenant dothrequire of Us. Thele indeed |

mufl needs be done, but thefe other of a larger
extent muft not be lefc undone : thefe are ne-
cetlary to remove the rubbith of {candals and

impediments, that the Foundations of many |

Generations may belaid:bnt thefe otherare no
lefs neceflary,that the fuperftru&upes of Gold,
Silver,and Precious Stones may bee ere&ed un-

to a Spirituall Tabernacle upon thefe founda. |

gIons. o '

Although then fome of Us may perhaps fcru- |
pleat fome of the particulars mentioned in the |.
Nationall Coyenant, yet it cannot be well ima- |.
gined,thatany will {cruple to concur with his |-
Brethren in thofe Duties, which without aj] |-

controverfie are Righteous, Holy, Harmleffe,

e

e

and |
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 indeed |
a larger
€ are ne-
dalsand |
of many
\erare no
of Gold,
elted un-

- founda- |

haps_ fcm |
ed 'nf tf!ﬂ 2‘
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and |

(quality foever, may be addrefled, direted, and
‘employed to {erve the Publike Good, by all
their ufeful gifts,without {cruple to themf(elves |

and Acceptable, and which will work upon all‘
the main Effe&and profitable ufe of the Cove. |
nant it felf,namely,a Realadvancement of that

Truth which is after Godlines;and a Confirma-

tion of that Peace which is the fruit of Righte-
.oufnefle. :

Now what thefe Duiiesare, and How they
‘may be performed Mefuppofe will be a part of
ourduty to feek out,to difcoverand propofe,
that {uch of Us as are capable of thoughts rai-
fed above our felves, and candilcernea Con-
cernment more Publike then what the Vulgar
doth apprehend,may have occafion to ftirreu
within Our hearts fuch faichfull and dutifull
refolutions as willan{wer and come up to the
main engagements which God hath laid upoa
Us:and to the end alfo,that the wifdome of this
Parliament may fee the offer of a Peaceable O-
verture and Motion made, whereby all thofe
that are under their power,of what degree and

or difturbance to any, althoughin fome parti-
culars their ftrain may be different from others

who walk up more exa&ly equal to the Solemn |

Nationall Engagement. G-2 Tot
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To {peak then cleerly of this Matter, Wemuft |
| propofe diftinclly that which We havea'ready

intimated more then once, namely, That the

main Duty comprehending the whole engage- |

ment,, whereunto by ail thefe bleflings God
hach called Us beyond the tye of our Nationall
Covenanted Reformation, is this : That wee
fhould Study to make our Talents {erviceable
unto his Glory,by the advancement of his Uni-
verfall Kingdome, and of the Generall Com-
munion of his Saints. And the Principles from
which this Truth doth evidently flow, are
thefe. g

doth chiefly enable every one of Vs, isthat
the gifts Spiritually.and Temporally beftowed

chiefly inable Vs to the Advancement of his
Vniverfall Kingdom and of the Generall Com-

Duty whereunto . we are mainly called.
2. The Duty wherby God jsmoft eminent.

| ly glorified is that whercof the performance is

mainly required, andto which wee are chiefly
engaged. But God can be glorified in nothing

PTG U o oo T

1. The Duty whereunto God by his gifts |

Duty whereunto he doth mainly call Vs: but

upon Us, by this {ucceffe of our Affaires. doe.

munion of his Saints. Therefore this s the
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| Engagement whereby wee are bound itoferve

{ettle and increafe our prefentand continue to

tionally intended and prbfecuted by Vs more

L C 3

by Vs fo much, as in the Advancement of his
Vniveriall Kingdomiand of the geperall Com-
munion ‘of his Saints, Therefore nothing
but this is mainely reqaired of Us; and
nothing but this will ‘anfwer-fully. the high

him. ‘ :
3¢ The Duty which being performed will

Pofterity our future Happines;and therin raife
the glory of thisNation above our Neighbors;
is that Duty, which fhould be Mainly and Na-

then by our Neighbours. But thisis the Duey|
which will, and nothing but the petformance:

therof wil(by the Advancement ot GodsGlo- 1

ry amongft Us )doe all thisunto Vs above our
Neighbors:: Therefore thisis the Duty which
(hould be mainly profecuted by Vs. - '
And leaft any might make a doubt of this

laft Pofition, let Vsalittle enlarge our {elves
thereon, to make it more apparent from the.
Vindoubted Maximes and Reafons of a truer
Reformed Chriftian State, fuchaswe are noW:
called to be if we take notice of our condition.

Firft then We conceive that the Glory and
Happi-
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3 1,4

| Happinefs of a State go hand in hand together;
{o that every thing which may adde unto the
| true Glory s alfo fit to increafe the Happinels,
| @ wice werfa, onthe other fide, whatloever

doth adde unto the true Happinefle, is alfo Fit

| toincreafe the Glory of a State.
~ Secondly,we conceive that no Happines can |
be counted truc,which is not {etled; and that

no Happinescan be counted (etled toaNation
thatisnot, orcannotbee dilated untoall the
Members thereof, and continued inafter times
unte their Pofterity.

Thirdly, that neither true Glory nor Hap-
pines can befal to any People or State without

the Golpeland Kingdome of Chrift.

- Fourthly, that the Wayes and Meanes by
which the Kingdeme-of our God, and the Gof-
pel of Jefus Chrift(which are infeparable ) is
advanced moft really untoall,and inal refpeds
unto every one; are the onely fittelt to fectle
true Happines and the Glory ofa Nation.

 Fiftly,that the Gofpel and Kingdom of our |

God cannot be really advanced unto all,and in

allrefpedts unto every one,except it beadvan-|

ced-purely forit felf;and all other things made

! {uberdinate toit,

| | Sixﬂy, i'




Sixtly, thacif it bee thusadvanced indeed,: ‘

| without any particular mixcure of wordly
State ends;chen we may be fure that Chrift wil |

reigne in that State; and that God will be truly
glorified in it, becaufe he can beno where glo-

rified, but where his Son doth reigne, and if hee |.
 be glorified in it, we may be al{o {ure, that hee |
 wil glorifieitin himf{elf,by his comline(s,which

he will put upon it. Forall the promifes made
unto his peculiar People will bee made good

untoit. The Peacetherefore thall bee ext.nded |

a5 a mighty river; the Righteonfneffe thereof [ball

goe before ity and the glory of the Lord fball bee a

rereward unto it.
* To conclude then in a word, the whole Hap-

pinesand theGlory ot this State will depend
.upon the Wifdome and the Piety of this great-

Parliament in difcharging this great Duty:The

large Means which he hath ‘put into our hands |
doe inable Us héreunto, the high Aime of his.
Glory doth require this fervice of Us; and:

therefore this will be the main and blefled re-

| fulc of our Nationall Reformation and Se;tle+
ment according to the Covenant. Forasit can=

not be imagined, that a houfe can bee raifed to

 laft without a foundation, o nothing can bein

© this.
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| thiskind realbly attempted by Us towards all,'
| except firft within Our {elves, the Fundamen-
| tall Part of the Reformation, whichisin hand,

o

bein fome competent Meafure eftablifhed:for
which caufe before We proceed unto Particu-
lars, We muft once for all premife this, thatno

ded or propofed otherwife, then asitis confi-

ftent with, and af{equelof our Nationalland
Domefticall grounds of Reformation. Y

Now then to fall from thefe Generals, unto
{uch particulars asmay fhew Us the Way by
which the propagation of Gods Glory in his
Univerfall Kingdom, and in the General Com-
muiion ofhis Saints, may redound unto the
conftant enlargement and continuance of his

briefly-as may be upon thefe Heads.
x) What is meantby the Univerfall King-
dom of God,and by the Generall Communion
ofhisSaints? - ivia .
2. What the Particular Duticsate whereby
Gods Glory isto be Advanced in this Univer-
fall Kingdom.and Generall Communion ?.
35 W hat the Meanes are,by which God hath

thing in the fequel of this difcourfe is inten=~ |

B e e T -

bleflings over this Nation wee {hall reflect as.

— e e

‘ inabled our Lieadess ,;andicalled them to the

?gfformance of thefe Duties? 4.And |

F

|
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4. And laftly, what the Way and Method
of;Proceeding may be, to make Uf_e of thefe|
 Meanes, for the accomplifhment of the Workes
whereunto the Duties doe oblige Us? Which
Way wil end inan Office of Addrefs,of whofe

Method and Ufefulnefs is finally to be {fpoken.

Of the First. ;

Y the Univerfall Kingdome of God,is'to be
underftood ‘that Adminiftration of his
- | Power,of his Juftice, and of all his Good Gifts |
| towards Mankind ; whereby all men may bee
made fenfible of his Soveraignity and Provi-
dence over them : and fo wrought upon,to de-
pend upon him, by his Queward Ordinances
both Temporall annd Spirituall,as co fear him,
to love him,and to give themfelves up to be di-
re&ed by him, for to reap-comfort to them-
felves,and to increafe the good of Humane So-
 ciety. ; ‘ -

The Advancement of this Kingdome is the
proper fphere of a Chriftian Reformed Magi-
ftrate: Firft,as heis Gods Vicegerent over men,
as they are in the condition of nature, ‘and In-}
habitants of the world. Secondly, as hee is a

- Iy Nurfing
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. And hisRelation to the Saints is to bee their
‘Brother and Fellow-{ervant in the Kingdome

' Generall, isunderftood the adminiftration of
| Grace through that entercourfe of Love and
 Care for mutuall goodin Spirituall and Tem-

{ be borne by every one, and the common Ene-

| the whole Body at once.

Nurfing Father to the Church within his do-

to the World is under God to be their Léader

| in the things which may fettle their Society in |
Righteoulneffeand Love, that every one may

be Uletull to his Neighbour by his abilities.

of Chrift for the Glory of God their Common
Fatherin Him." , :
By the Communion of Saints,which is called

porall things which ought to bee amongft the
Members of Chrifts Body vifible, that every
onemay reap the fruit of other gifts freely for
his edificarion in knowledge and in vertue;
and thatall recciving each other to the Glory of
Chrift, even as Chrift received Vs unto the Glory
of bis Father, the common Burdens ofall may

mics of all,oppoled by the joint ftrength of

To entertain this Communion is the p}oPer

minions; to prote& it, and provide foricall |
| Outward Helps & Comforts. For his Relation

D - B . e B e
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| Adminiftration in the firft placeis to bee orde-

work of faithfull Minifters of the Gofpel,who
walking before others according to the Rule of
the New-Creature without partiality deny
themfelves;and holding forch the word of Life
_unto all,labour without prejudicete provoke |
every one unto Love andto good Workes
without giving offence unto any.

So then by thefe Two States whereof the |
one relates the Qutward, the other the Inward
man dire&ly; yet neither {eparate’in their rela-
tions from the other; all the Glory of Gods
goednefleis by certain degrees to beadvanced
to fuch asare capable therof. The Apoftle faith,

That which is Natwrall is firft and then afierward
thatwhich is Spiritnallstherfore the Magiftrates

red for the Outward Things of this life, and
firft to the Naturall and then towards the Spi-
rituall Man, and afterward in the Second place |
the Minifters Adminiftration for Spirituall
Things is to be ordered,firft tewardsthofe that

| areat home,and within the Houthold of Faith,
| and then alfo towards others, that are abroad

‘and without the fame.
’ &
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: Of' the Second.

IN the next place the parcicalar Duties wher™

be ranked in the thoughts of thole thatare a-
bout to fettle a wel-reformed State, and to dif-
cover the Perfe&ions which in their Order
they will adde unto the Happine(le of our in-
tended Reformation,if they be carefully atten-
‘ded. i E

Now as both States by their Aimes anfiver

v'/thc Manifeftation of Gods Glory, fo by.'their
Duties they anfwer and reach at their Aimes;

and as their Aimes in their dire& relations to-
‘wards their proper Obje&ts are diftin& from
each other,and yet in their Collaterall re{peés
are not feparate but ftand United together, fo
their Duties are in fome things {cverall and di.
ftinlt, and in {fome things to bee united and
jointly performed, though each doth a&in his
owne Sphere differently. =

wrath upon evill doers,which finne againft the

by thefe Aimesin each State may bee gaineds |
| come into Confideration,;We fhall onely name
them to thew the Order wherein they thould |

The State then of the Magiftrate as a Mag;x- .
ftrate doth bear the fword of Juftice to execute |

i . Lawes

T ST
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,t f'“f" 5 6 Lawes and Light of Natute: and he beareth the |

ELART | ‘Scepter of Authority to reward and encourage
iﬂs‘_‘?beﬁ | thole thatdoe well according to the fame light
?éﬁnedn . | and lawes. gEY,
'bemm A . And if hee dothunderftand that his Calling
7 fhould | doth bind him not onely to refift and ‘banifh |
atarga- | evill out of the Common-wealch, but in it to
dtodif| further and maintain all that is good ¢ then his
f Order| Careand Duty fhould bee not onely to rule
fourip-| Men,fo as he doth finde them, but hee fhould
lyatten | looke upon their wayes, to order them, foas

! 1 they fhould be, to become partakers of that

P e Happinefle whieh this life doth affoord, wher-

by, heir | { unto heisbound to give themaddretfe. =
Ne .~ His Daty then is to look untoall, as well to

;x:t:; B [iche dirc&ion of the Young ones, as-of thole

addionl ¢ thatare of Age,both in ref] pe& of their Civill

1 refiedls and of their Religious Publick walking.

tthcf % His Duty towards the Young ones; itis to

M fal Ordér the Meanes of their Education aright, to

| md : d ,_ which effe& he fhould fee Schools opened, pro-

o a:" vided with Teachers, endued with Mainte- |

hx&m 44 nance,regulated with Confticutions, and hee
e fhould have Infpectors and Overfeers to looke

a5 Magr to the obfervance of good Ordersin this bufi-

o execute) neffe. The Schools fhould be of Foure feverall

:;gain?cthf . | "D 3 kinds!
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ties for employment, be without fome profira-

- lor Land in the feverall kindes of Ufefull Com- |
modities;or employments about Commedities

KindsorDegrees. The Firft for the Vulgar,
whofe life is to be Mechanicall. The Second for
the Gentry and Nobles,whoare to beare Char-
gesin the Commonwealth. The Third for Scho-
lars, who are to teach others Humane Artsand
Sciences.  And the Fourth for the {ons of the
Prophets,who are a Seminary of the Miniftery.
And theright Ordering of thefe Schoolesis to

| bee lookt upon as the Maine Foundation .of a1’

Reformed-Common-wealth, without which no
other work of Reformation will ever bee effe-

&uall.

His Dnty towards thofe that are of Ageis|

to fee that none who have ftrength and abili-

ble Worke, and none that want ftrength and
abilities to work for themfelves, bee without
neceflary relief. ' .
And to fulfill this part of his Duty, all Vul-
gar Trades belonging to Husbandry, to Manu~
faGtures,to Merchandize and Commerce by Sea

and all Honorable Offices and Charges belon- |
ging to the Common-wealth in Generall,or to,

any pareof itin Country and City in Pagticu- |

lar; |
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 tion of thisState.

lar; are to bee ranked in their proper places: |

and all the Unlawfull and Unprofitable Ways:

‘| whereby Men or Women get a livelihood, or

{pend their time in Idlenefs;in rrot and vaniey,
are to be taken notice of ; that {uch Employ-
ments as foment naughty Superfluities caufing
Pride and Sin toabound in a Nation, or fuch
perfons as live diforderly, and cannot be redu-
ced toany certain Employment, may be bani-
fhed the Common-wealth, Evenas weedsare
to be rooted up and caft out of a fruicfull gar-
den. '
Then to fuchasare not able, for Age or
otherwifeto entertaine any Employment | if
they be poore,relief is due unto them; and the’
Rules by which Hofpitallsare to bee ordered
aright, will be of fingular Ufe in the Reforma-
The Duty of the Magiftrate towards the
Religious Converfation of his Subjefts, isin

 this: Thatopen Contempt of Religion and

Profanenefle be reftrained, That the Publike
Miniftery be Prote&ed from injury, Preferved
from contempt, and Maintained comfortably;

and thata juft Liberty of Conicienable Pro-
feflion be not denyed to fuch as walke osderly

1n;

23




in the ﬁhings wherein the'); differ from others
about Religion. - ey :

Here then fome Wayes of Conference and |-
Rules of Vnblamable behaviour are to bee'de- |

termined and authorized,for the prefervation

of Love,and of the Unity of the Spirit;and for |

theavoiding of endlefle and quarrelling Dif-
putes. ) o i ' ;

The Duties whereby the Generall Commu-
nion of Saints is to bee entertained, belonging
to the Charge of Miniftery more particularly,
are either fuch as relate the Society of Mini-
ftersamongt themfelves, or {uchas relate all
other Profeflors, or fuch as relate the ftate of

‘the Gofpel abroad. ;

Towards their fellow-Minifters their Duty
is to ftand united in Love,and to walk by Con-
jun&ion of Counfelsin matters of Miniiteriall
Concernment ; and to thateffe& to keep the
times of appointed Meetings for Mutuall Edi-
ficationin the charge of Gods Houle. (

Towardsall other Profeffors, their Duty is,
asfree fromall to become fervants unto all, to
gaine every one in their {everall degrees of
growth a‘n‘g-religious ftanding,. ;
Towardsthe State of the Gofpel in Foraine
Parts

o
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Parts their Duty is, to liften after the Welfare
of the Churches; to lay the Common Intereft
thereof te heart ; to Concurre with themin’
Prayers, in Countell and Afliltance for their
Comfort; and to this effe&, upon informations
received from abroad, ‘to Contribute the fruic
of all their abilities, as(hall bee®xpedient or
necéffary for the Common Caufe of Religion;
to maintain the Peace and Prolperity thereof. |

Theie are the Heads of Duties wherby each
State thould attend his own charge, and reach

| his proper Aime by himfelf;there be Obje&s of

concurrence in Puties wherein both States
 {hould Contultand Co-operate jointly for mu-
tuall affiftancein things which cannot bee well |/
cffe&ted by eitherapart. -~ Thofeare,

1 - The Reforming,Ordering and Confticu-
ting of Schooles. | -

2 Thefetling of Courfesto Prevent or Re-
medy Publike Scandalsand diftarbances of the
Peace in matters of Religious Concernments.

3. Themaintaining of the Liberties which-
are void of offence in fuch as differ and walke
orderly for Edification. - Braors.

- 4 The Advancement of Publike Helpes to
Kaowledge,and encouragements to Vertueto-
i3 | wards |
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wards thofe thatare within the Kingdome.
5 The Propagation of the Gofpel towards
thofe thatare without,and void ot the know-
ledge of Chrift,as Jewes, Turks; and Heathens.
6 The Entertaining of Brotherly Correfpon-
dency, Intelligence and Commeice  with

Matters with them; for the Enlargement of

{ Chrifts Kingdome, and the {upport of his

Truth againit the Enemies thereof.

Of the Third.

I He Third Thing to bee openéa in this |
Matteris to thew,thatas cthe Aime of ithe |
Magiftracy and Miniftery in their- feverall §

Spheres, doth oblige them to intend the per-
formance of thefe Dutiesin order to the Mani-
{elfarein their hands; fo that nothing is wan-

which may be followed in applying their Abi-
lities unto thefe their proper Ufes. This Means

Neighbour Ghurches, to trade -in- Spirituall |

feftation of Gods Glory ; fo all the Meanes|
whereby they are inabled to effe& the work it _

ting but the A&ual Contrivanceof theCourfe, |

19 the power of the Parliament,able to fet them- i
{elves and all others in fucha way of Ading for'|

the |

-
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he Courle,|
 theirAbi-
This Means |

| the PublikeGood ,asismoft expedient fof their
| owne Happinefle. Itisneedleffe to {peake of

the Al-fiifficiency of Humane Abilities beftow-

. | for our Reformation. 1t is evident that our

nifhed withall, asmuch asanyin the World.

ed upon this Parliament by the bleffing of God

Leaders now ficting in it , have received from
Himall Right and Supreame Authority to Or-
der all things without controule within this
Kingdom. This their Right and Authority is
fetled upon the Undoubted faithfulneffe and
fulnefs of Counfel, which is in their Affembly;
and is backed withall Competency of outward
Meanesand Inftruments; to attend the execu-
tion of their decrees, which this Nation is fur-

Noris thereany Powerapparent,’ orin being,
ableto let or hinderany thing, which upon ma-
ture Deliberation they (hall determine to bee
done.They are got limited toany Objedts of
Deliberation, I{)ut fuch as they fhall “propofe
unto themfelves;and fuch no doubt they will
take readily into confideration, which (hall be
offered unto them by fit Inftruments, andina
fic way forthe beft Ends: Therefore if thefe
Objelts can be but fitly infinuated unto thole

that are moft Confcionable, grave and zealous
| SN for

%7 |

,.mhcm- |
e “




for the Publike Good and Glory of this Nati.
- | on,that by their Meanes others may bee feafo-
ned throughly with this necefficy of Aiming at
fuch a Reformation (‘as being the Main Service
wherunto God doth call Usat this time) and if
upon {uchan effe@uall infinuation the Way to

introduceand fettle by lictle and little che per- |

formance and execution of thefe Duties by
Authority of Parliament, ean be propofed void
ofall exception; there is no caufe to doubt of
the fuccefle of this Enterprife in due time. All

the matter of difliculty will bee in thefe Two |-

Things: Firft,How to make the Propofall free
from Prejudice, and from the relpeéts of Hu-
mane Partiality. And Secondly How to bring
the Way of Deliberating upon thefe matters
in the Houfes; into a juft frame and courfe,
which may at fit feafonsand intervalls be con-
tinued and renewed to carry on the Defigne
with that ftedfaftnefle which the importance
of the Worke deferveth. And truly whether
we look upon God,or upon the Work,or upon
- | eur Unfetled Condition, or upon the Parlia-
mentand the.Power and Abilitiesin it, which
areunder God to be the Meanes of our Happy
Settlement,there can be nothing conceived or

propofed |
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propofed of greater importance, and more be-.
| fitting the thonghts of Wile and Confcionable
Men in Parliament,then the Determination of
thefe Duties. If therefore.any relpe& either
to0 God,or to Our felves; . or te:Pofterity, can
raife Mens thoughtsabove Particular and-Pri-
vate Interefts,  to minde the fettlement of a
| Publike Good, ina Way which is unblamable,
the worth of thefe Duties; and the obligation |
| whereby God doth engage Us all, ‘but chiefty

‘| our, Leaders to defire the fulfilling of them,

fhould. raife both: cheir and our thoughts to
the entertaining of f{uch deliberations, - Cer-
tainly Gods Aime in:beftowing: mpon Us this |
Parliament,and upon the Parliamentall Power |
and Ability to Ak whateverit will in the King-
dom,is none other then this; to make themand |
Us,under Him{elf Inftramentall in ©ur owne
Felicity by fervinig him in his Kingdom: but if |
we flrould not care to minde thefettlement of |
his Kingdome amongft Us, : are we not unwor-
thy ofall thefebleflings? And thal theynotbe |
taken from Usdefervedly ? if wee ferve our
felves-only;ora particular Party of Men which
wee affe&t; with our Intereftin the Publike
Power;and if we make Ulfe of the Means which |
. 5. wee
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weareinbritfted wichall, and:fet.our chonghts
onelyto finde Wayes thereby: to: make Qur
Aelvesand OurParty great;we thall be found in
the day of Accounts Unfaithfull Stewards, and
| naughty Servants to {o good a Lord and Ma- 4
| ftet: For ivismoft Undeniably apparent, that : |
| thele fore-mentioned Duties are the true and ,4
| proper Workes of his {ervice: whereunto wee
are called:and theonely Meanes to deliver Us |
from the danger of our Confufions;will bee to
Deliberate maturely of the performance ther-
of. . Thercforeas Mordecat faid to Effer inanos
ther cale, 4o we may fay with a {inall charge of
the expreflion, to thoife that fit in Parliament,
He faid to her, dnd whe kuoweth whether thoy
art come to the Kingdome ifor fuch atime as this 2
But wemuft fay to Our Senators; - And Who
knoweth not, that the Kingdomeis come urico |
Youfor fucha Work asthis 2 Theretore You
are bound to mind it and ufe Meanes to ad-
vance it;and if You will not; knowneverthe!
leffe thae this difpenfation is committed unto
You; and that God will find fome others to do
this Werk'without You; butthar You and the
Peoplewhich is led out of this Way, will cers
tainly be deftroyed. But wee ‘will cheerfully
. £ Hope,

=

=




Hope, and by the.Grace of God confidently

| Expe& that upon a more full difcoveryand
faichfull Infinuation of the Way How to |
proceed in the profecution of this Enterprize:
there will bee no negle& in the Undertaking,
nor impediment in theexecution. Let Us then
proceed to the Fourthiand Laft Point inhand,
to thew How the Parliament fhouldapply their |
Authority,Counfelland Abilities, to the ac-
complifhment of thefe Duties; and this we thal
intend to doe(if God permit) by thewing the |
true Contrivement,the right Ufe; and the In-

credible Advantages and Benefits of an Office

of Publike Addrefle,which may be eafily and |
without delay erefted and fet afootamong Us:'|

df vt_be F onrtb.

“He Honourable Houfesof Parliament are
- the Great Committee of the whole King-
- dom for the Univerfall Reformation ther-

of: and by the Deputation of Power givénto
them in their Members, from every part of 'the
Kingdom, the whole Power of all is contratied
in their Bodyy, as in the Headfhip of ‘the Nati-
oon; for Counfelland Juftiee, and from théﬁéﬁ‘ :
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{ all Pewer hath againan influence upon every
| part of the Kingdome asmeed required. Now

by vertue of this Supremacy of Power fummed
upin them,and in reference to the neceffity of

things to bee done under them; ‘they have a
| right to confer Power, and make Deputations

of Authority unto othersto A& fora Refor~|
mation,{eas by them they fhal be dire&ted:nor
is it Jawfall for any without leave and commif>

fion from them, : to a& towards a Reformation

ina Publike Way;{o that propetly the Worke |
of Reformation is radically feated in the Body

' of the' Houfes,and no Committee can bee with |

any; juft title termed 2 Commictee for Refor-
madion , but the Houfes themfelves |, becaufe

| none have any right to minde and a& a Refor-

mation in the Generall but They. Yet this not-
withftanding it is Lawfulno doubt for all Men
to entertaine the thoughtsand wifhes of a Ge.
nerall Reformation'; and would to God every
onein his place were a&ing fomething, asa pre-
parative towards it 5 'more then {eemes to
be intended. - If theniirfthouldbe. moved, that
the Houfes would depute fomeof their Mem-
b@;ﬁ(without;.exclnding,any from partaking of |
the {ame €ares) to mind notdo'much. a particu- |

lar
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tees)as to {eek out the Generall Rules and Ma-

| ximes by which the Courf{e of a {etled Refor- |

mation {hould be fteered & guided at all imes:

that thofe Maximes might be propofed and de-
bated in the Houfes,and laid as Grounds of the
Righteous Wayes by which all their Govern-
ment is to be eftablithed under God: I fuppofe

‘proceedings in Counfelyand to the direfion of
all fuchas being fuborditateunto their Power,

of all juft groceedings once belng fetled and
received;not only the Subordinate Agents,but

‘| the Senators themfelves in doubtfull Cafes of

Advice,will be therby able to find Light what
to refolve upon; and in dark matters of Judge-
ment they will be direCted thereby, What Sen-
ttence to give Confcionably accordmg to their
own Uncontroulable Principles. :

This Committee for Rulesof Reformation

‘them for Confultation the moft Learned, God-
ly,and E¥perlcnced Divinesof'the ngdome,

A

lar Taske in the Work of Reformation (which ,
{1sOrdinary in the appointment ofall Commie-'|

it would bee a great'advantage bothto t:hexr~

defire toa& knowingly according to their )uﬁ :
intentions. For theMain Fundamencall Rules |

fhould have power,and be ordered to’call unto’|

33
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whether in or out of the Aflembly;to put them
upon the thoughts of Refolving fuch Queries
and Doubts from the Word of God and cleer
| Principlesof Reafon, asthey fhall think fit to
. { . |propole unto them for theframing of thofe
l Maximes of Reformation, which they fhall
prepare to be propofed unto the Houfes;to be
upon debate received , as Univerfall Rules to :
walk by,in the purfuit of fuchan Evangelicall
Settlement and Reformation as wee fhould |
now aimeat. :

And alchough Men be never fo able in Parts, |
-never fo muchread in-all Authors, never fo
deeply grounded inall Sciences,never fo large-
ly experienced in all Affairs,and neyer fo much
feen in all the World,and confequently every
way as much qualified as men can be for a work

RO e e e e ey e e e

of {uch high Confequence'as this will be to this |

State; ‘yet except they have fome helps to ena- |

ble them, to look upon Matters neer at hand & | | |by

with {fome fpeciall relation to the changes of | | |

Times, Things,Perfons,and Occafions, where- | thi
’ unto their endeavours are to beapplyed (that o
: they may difcern the native properties thereof o
3 byall Circumftances difcoverable) they wil be- Ity
A‘ | but like Phyfitians, who without regard to the |

particular |
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particular Symptomes of their Patient, pre-
fcribe a generall Remedy for the difeafe, which
{eldome is effeGuall to work a good or {peedy
{ Cure; andif it doth any good, it is to be afcri-
bed rather to chance then wildome. For the
Theoretical part of general Rules may by Men
of abilities bee delivered at large, but to make
thefe Praltically appliable for.the Main End of
an Effeftuall Reformation unto a State thatis
lyable'(as all Statesare ) unto perpetuall chan-
ges; is the Matter, which the Wifdome of this
-Committee fhould mainly apply themfelves
unto, which neceflarily requires a {peciall In-
fight and Dilcovery of Affaires neer at hand.
Therefore if te thefe Men, and toall others of
the Parliament that defire to looke fully and
fundamentally into the Affaires of this King-
| dom,and of this Church in al the Membersand
Motions therof, and into the Affairs of Neigh-
bour Churehes and States as they may relate
towards thefe, to bgable to Compare and lay
| things together:(IfWlay,to thefe Men)a Help
can be given whereby they fhali be inabled to
look notonely upon the Outward Parts, but as
it were, upon the very Anatomy ofall the in-
ward bowels of the Church and State as they
kg are

;




areatall times, and from time to time exiftents
in their native featuresand lineaments and up-
onall the Vitall Motignsand A&ions of thele
Partsand Bowels; It‘ﬁ&y againe,an eafic Help
can be found for {uch a difcovery;wil it not be
an exceeding great advantage to them to open

their eyesin al Counfels and Refolutions? Cer-
tainly 1t will; and-fuch as thall have this inﬁght'

in matters, will beeable uponall occafions to
walke,asit were,at noon day in the light,when
| others will be confirained to doe things but at
| randome,and gropein difficule Cafes;as it were
for the wall at midnight.. Now this helpe may
be had inan Office of Spiritualland Temporall
Addrefles, whereuntoall Men for their own
Convenience, Advantage and Profit, ' will
bee made willing, and invited to repaire
as to a Common Center of Repole where-
“|in they may expe& fatisfadtion for all their
| Lawfull defires, {o much as may be had by an y
Humane Contrivance in a wel-ordered Com-

|men-wealth, | .y o o

And to.make this apparent that an Office

may be ereded to this effe;which may bee of | .

Infinite Uiefulnefs to the State, and ef] pecially
to.the Work of. Reformation, We {hall ende-

TiaD. TG gk n:-& S
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vour to {ct down the Sumofit; together wich
| the'ri ght Ules thereof; and the Way by which
| it may bee eftablifhed eafily and W1thout noﬂe.

or delay i

s
25 ]

Of the Oﬁice of Addre[/’é

\/V E would advice then that a Certauie
Place fhould be defi igned by the Autho- |

! rity of ‘the’State, ‘whereanto all' Mer
mlght freely come to give Information of the
Commodities: which they have to be imparted
wnto others ‘and-{fome body-hould bee fecin
chat Place to reccive thefeIntormationsto the
end thatshe may give addrefs to every one that
(hall repaire to him, to make enquiry for fuch

- Commodities;! ‘Where aid Howsthfinde'thl ;
' {ame: His proper Charge therrand Duty fhould

bee to-inable himfelfe to dire& all men to the

| attainment of fuch defirable things as the Socid |
? ety of Mankind in the Common~wealth where’
' he lives can comfortably yeeld unto them'» {o'|
that this Office fhould bee ere€ted properly for
the Relief of Humane Neceffities; and 'to «ac-
" comph(h the effe& of a'wel-ordered Societys'|

| t;hat all things which are Ufefull and profitable |

F 3 in
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| ina Common-wealch for Publick and Private
| Accommodation, & the Contentation of Soul
J or Body, being known where they are to bee
found, fuch as ftand in need therof may know
whither torepair to get {peedy notice therof,
how to comeby themlawtally.As for example:
A manofgood parts would fain fervea Matter,

Hee comes to the Office and enquires whether

itknows of any Gentleman that deficesa Ser-
vant;if the Regifter of the Office can tell him of
any, he gives him Addre(fe where to find him :
|if he can tell him of none, then he thould leave
his name to be Regiftred with a Memoriall ex-
prefling his defire, and the place of hisabode,
and fuch other Circamftances as he fhall thinke
fic to inform the Officeof, that as {oon as any
doth inquire for a Man of his quality, hee may
be direCted to him. = In the like mannera Gen-
tleman defiresa fervant of fuch and fuch qua-
lities, heecomes to the Office to inquire atter
one,and the Mafter of Addrefles{thould be able
to tell him whether or no, and where any is to
befound : and in cafe none isto bee found or
knownat that prefent, then the Gentleman
leavesa Memoniall to bee kept for an Addreffe
to any that may afterward prelent himfelfe.

: , And
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“And when thele that have made enquiry fér
fome Commodity have gotten it by the Ad-

thereof unto the Office ; that the Regifter may
"be disburdened of their Memoriall, left fome.

acertain rent,or fell it, another would faine

buy it; both thefe run up and down,and make
enquirie here and thereat adventures for that
which they want,and perhaps never light one

have taken {ome courfes lefle advantageous for
their Affaires, then their mutuall encounter
would have been;but if the Mafter of Addrefle
had been informed of both theéir defires, hee
‘would haveinftantly dire&ed the one of them .
to the other, by whichmeanes both would have
“been accommodated.. And thus in all other
Cafes Whatfoever, which fal within the Com~
pafle of Humane Conveniencies, which the So.
ciety of Men in a Common-wealth can affoord

‘drefle of the Office, they fhould bee obliged |

within the fpace of 24 houres.to give notice |

body be addrefled in vaineunto them.Suppofe |
a Man would let out his houfe or his groundat: |

take a houfe or parcell of ground for rent, or |

upon anather, till the convenient {eafon bee |
paft, and they forwant of Accommodation |

for Contentation of the mind in Spirituallor
g g BO.dtfa-
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| Remedy-and Help'to that diforderly and: con-

| fufed condition of Life wherin we may ly'e"'for

want of ‘profitable Contrivements begetting

{ociable encounters and communications. And |

if we willconfider;that-nothing dothmake na-

|-ture froitfull in all things, but the onely Ad-
drefle of Proper Agents to their Patients to.

caufe them meet fealonablytogether; and that

| nothing doth caufe Trade flourithin great Ci- |

ties, {o much as'the Ufe of 'Exchangesand

Meeting Places; where Merchants may come |

together at certain times to tran{ad Matters ;

and that withont this Contrivement of Murual

Converfe,all Trade would beedo clogged and

retarded, thatit would be almoftimpoflible to |

bring bufinefles tp any iflue Conveniently and

in due time :: Ifﬁfay, we confiderthis,we fhall |

find'that what Conveniency the Ule of Ex-

change-meetingsdoth bring toa Particular fort |

of Men'whoare called Merchants ; the fame,
and farre: greater will this Office bring to the
whole Society of all Men,forall their Mutuall

Occafionsand Accommodations wherein they |
.haveneed to incounter with one.another; fo
-iod E that |

B;)di_l.j':'@ohcernmcnts;. dem:When:cé;We inay. |
| fee'that fuch an: Office wilbetheonely P'rqpef
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that this Office will be a Center of all Mens fa-
tisfaltions to gaine their Intereft in each other |
for mutuall help. The Advantages which Poft-
houfes and Exchange-places fince they have
been in Ufe ("for of Old they were not ) have
brought unto thofe that trade,and toall Mens |
private difpatches are almoft innumerable; but
the Advantages, which fuch an Office as this is,
will bring to the Society of Mankind, will bee
altogether innumerable; for all that which is
good and defirable ina whole Kingdome may
be by this means Communicated unto any one
that {tands in need thereof; and if itis evident
that the benefit of Mutuall Communication in
good thingsis the Chief fruitlofall Society;and
that to facilitate the Wayes therof unto a Peo-
ple, isone of the Chiefe Duties of a faithfull
Magiltrate, whereby hee may make himfelfe
Powerfull,and his People Happy, whereby he
may addrefle all Men to profitable Employ-
ments; and knew what every ones employ-
ments are, and by this Meanes beable to pre-
vent and re&ifie an infinite number of difor-
ders whicharifeina State to the great difad-
vantage therof, for want of {fuch Employments
as the idle People might be put to. Therfore it

G be-
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' l;el,ongs to none but to a {upreame Magiftrate

to eftablifh fuch an Office, and to Order it for
the Proper Ends and Ufes whereunto it (hould
{erve. |

Let it then have Two Parts or Branches:th
One for Bodily, the Other for Spiricuall Mat-
ters,, and thefe fhould have each of thema
Warden or Mafter of their feverall Addrefles,
who fhould be Regulated and dire&ed in their
Ways by fuch Conftitutionsand Orders,which
{hould prevent all danger of Abufes, and make
them Unblamable and Comfortably Service-
able to every one.

The Office of Bodily Addrefles, thould bee
appointed to Meddle withal Qutward Things
concerning this prefent life,for the relations of
men to each other in worldly Coneernments,
and may be called the Addrefle of Accommoda-
tions.  Bat the Office of Spirituall Addreffes
fhould bee appointed to meddle withall In-
ward things concerning the Soules of Men,and
the Wayes whereby they may be helpfull one
to another in Matters relating the {ame, which |
may be ealled; The Addrefle of Comwnnications.
‘Their Mainand Proper Objeéts of Employ-

ment will bee different; but their Endsand L
Wayes .

g-;?gj.&z-?s'g.WHn S —
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Wayes todoe fervice will bee the fame, and :

fome things Collaterall to their Main Objedts,
will becommon to both, and in thefe Collate-
rall Matters,they thould beappointed to keep
Mutuall Correfpondency with each other for
the Advancement of their Publick Services.
The Office-bearer in each of thefe Offices
thould be warranted and authorized, ecach in
his Sphere to make Inventaries, and keep Re-
gifters of all Commodities, Perfons, Employ-
ments,Offices, .Chargesand Things which are
A&ually in being,and Ufefully confiderable in
the Common-wealth, and which may bea mat-
ter of information toany for Addrefle to that
which hee in any kindefhall enquireafter. Of

| thefe Inventaries and Regifters lome thould be
| Perpetvall ftanding and the fame; fo farre as
| the things which they containe are exiftentin

the Common-wealth; but {fome other Regi-

1{ters and Bookes muft bee keptof Changeable

Matters alfo,wherin daily Occurrences of New
Accommodationsand Communications to bee
imparted from one Man toanother, are to bee
recorded and kept for Information. Thefe
Occafionall Regifters (forfo they thould bee

called)fhould be of Two Sorts; the One Com-
& G2 ~_mon




mon and open toall to be lookt upon, contai-
ning the Summary Intimation of that whereof
Information is to be given, to fuch as (hall de-

{peciall Ulfe,containing the particular pointof
that Addrefle, which is to bee given to fuch as
ftand in need to be informed of it.

{fome further Subdivifions,there muft be Alpha-
beticall Tables of the Heads of Matters;wher-
of Informations are to bee given both for Ac.
commodationsand Communications, {o as may
be needfull, which fhould be openly hung up
in the Office-Houfe with a. Reference tothe
Regifter-bookes: and fome of thefe Tables
muft be perpetual and ftanding Unchangeably;
Others muft bee, as the Occafionall Regifter.
bookes will be; alterable. '

'The Office of Addrefle for Accommodati-
ons;althongh it may be exceeding ufefull unto
all, and can be prejudiciall tonone, if he, that

his truft; yeticwill bee aboveall others moft
‘ulefull for the Poore; to help them to employ-
ment, and to diftinguifh the Induftrious from
theldle: and for the Supreme Magiftracy in

fire it. The other fecret,and referved for more |

Befides thefe Regifters which will admic of |

is intrufted therewich, wil not purpofely abufe |-

all:

B oabeo.
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all purpofes of State, but chiefly in that of a
healchtull Reformation: becaufeitmay be in
his hand (if he will make ufe of it) an Engine
to-reduce all into {fome Order which is confu-
{ed; and to difcover what the Chief Inconve-
niences of the Subje&sare,which are to be Re-
medied, which Two Thingsare the Pillars of
an outward Reformation.The other Particular
Ufes of this Office of Accommodations, with
the Way to Regulate it,to Overfeeit,& to Im-
prove the Advantages, which ic will yeeld to
the State in matters of Publike €onfultation,
and in Cafesof Refolution to bee taken con-
cerning Neighbour Nationsin times of Peace
and Warre, need not here to be mentioned di-

| fin&ly. A Man of Wildome by that which

hath been faid, will eafily difcern this, and in

due time Particulars may be mentioned, when

it thall be requifite.

The Office of Addrefie for Communicati-
ons, is as far beyond that of Accommodations
in Ufefulnefle, as the Matters of the Mind are
above thofe of the Body, Itisthen to beee-
re&ed for Addrefles and Informations in mat-

ters of Religion, of Learning,and of all Inge-|

nuities, which are Objels of Contemplation

G 3 and .




land delight unto the Mind, for their ftrange-
nefle and ufefulnefleunto the life of Man.The
'Warden of this Office fhould beauthorized to
have and keep not onely all manner of Regi-
fters, Inventaries, Catalogues and Lifts con- |
taining the Peculiar Objects wherof he thould
furni(h Information for Addrefle to {uch as
fhall defireic ( {uch as have been mentioned
heretofore; and named, Perpetunall and Occafio-
nall Regi§ters) but heefhould bee Authorized
alfo to negotiate for Spirituall Intelligence ;
and to maintaine a Corre{pondency and Lear-
ned Trade with all Men of Abilities wichin
and without the Kingdome , about the things
belonging to the Sphere of his Office; {o that
he thould be allowed not onely to give Infor-
mation of thingscl{where to be found,(which
is properly the worke of Common Addrefles)
butalio of that,which fhould be in hisown pe-
culiar Poffeffion and Cultody,which he thould
be allowed to gather up and keep concerning
all Matters of Religion, Learning'and Ingenu.
ities, as a peculiar Stock belonging to his Of-
fice, to communicate the {ame by way of Spiri-
{tuall Trade and Commerce to whomfoever
he fhould think fitand expedient, onely for
the




the Ends wherunte his Commerce in this kind
is to be dire&ed.
Now the Ends fhould be thefe :

Firft, in Matters of Religion hee fhould in-
tend, 1 To Facilitate the Meanesof Reti-
fying Miftakes and of Preventing the Increafe
of Divifions and Diforders about Matters of

| difpute whether in Opinion or Pradife. 2 To

ftirre up and waken the {enfe and love of Pie-

ty, of Charity, and of the profeffion of Edify-

ing Knowledge in the Minds of allMen with- | .

out partiality.

- Secondly, in Mattersof Humane Sciences,
the End of his Negotiadon (hould be, 1 To
put in Praltice the Lord Vernlams Defignati-
ons, De Augmentis Scientiarum, amongft the
Learned. 2 To helpto perfic M~ Comenins.
Undercakings, chiefly in the Method of
Teaching, Languages, Sciences, and of Orde-
ring Schooles for all Ages and Qualities of
Scholars. |

Thirdly, in the Matters of Ingenuity his.
End thould be co offer the moft profitable In-:
ventions which he fhould gaine, unto the be-
nefit of the State, that they might be Publikely
made ufe of, as the State fhould think moft ex=

pedient. ‘ And |




And that he may beeable to proceed cleer-
ly and worke toward thefe Ends effe@ually,
{ Certain Rulesand Diretions fhould bee given
him, whereby he fhould be inftructed and ob.
liged te walke in his Calling Unpartially, and
an{werable to the Scope of Common Edi-
fication. So then his Office of Cowmunication
fhould be made a Center and Meeting-place of
Advices, of Propofalls, of Treaties and of all
Manner of Intelleftuall Rarities freely to bee

given and received, to and from, by and forall |

luch as may think themfelves concerned to re-
ceive or to give notice of the beft Helpes and
Overtures, and of the moft Profitable Under-
takings, Difcoveries, and Occurences; wherby
Godlinetfe, Truth,and Peace,and all the Ways
and Means tending to the harmlefle Advance-
ment of Divine and Huhane Wildome and
Perfe&tions may be fet forward in Church and
Common-wealth. »
His way of Negotiating fhould be free and
obliging , hee fhould make his Addrefle to-
wardsall that are of eminent Parts, or of any
fingular Abilities and Straines; whether in
| Publike Places ornot ; within or without  the
Kingdome; to give them fome Objeds to
work
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|- work upon, and exercife their faculties in;chat

the gifts of one may be provoked and ftirred

| up by another, according to the difference

oi fimilitude ot their Straines; ‘to the end

| that all Knowledge may abound in Love,and
| the dilcovery of one Truth may beget ano-

ther., ‘ThusForainers may be made partakers
of Domeftick, and {uch as are at home, of

| Forain Straines; that all may in their feverall

Abilities be feta worke, and contribute unto-
the Stock of Learning, that which may be ufe-

| full to every one, in their feverall Occafions:
| And among(ft all other his (peciall Correfpon-
| dency fhould bec- with. the Chiefe Library- |
| keepers of all places, whofe proper employ-

ments fhould bec to Trade for the Advanta-
ges of Learning and Learned Men in Bookes,

|and M. S. to WhOfF he mayapply himfelfe to
{ become beneficia

, that {fuchas Mind the End
of their employment may reciprocate with |-
him in the way of Communication. ).

.. But to improve. the fruit Qf;-this:Ag-ericy,
both for the 'Advancement.of our owne|.

{ Reformation, and. for the Generall Advance-

ment of Leatning ;  hee fhould be&:qﬁliged
from time to time: .. :

§iz .‘_  Firft, |




Firft, to impart the Profic of all his Pur—
chafes, and the Subftance of all his difcove-
ries (efpcczally concerning. Religion | and
State or 'Church.Government ) ' unto the
Committee for Rules of Reformation; whofe
| Wifdome fhould direét them to revileevery
two or three Moneths once ;- the State of his,
Negotiation, totakethe creame of it for their
| Ufe,and to direthim in the profccutmg of his
| Purchafes and Communications, for thc better
| Advantage of the Pablique. :
Then Secondly, hee {hould ycarly onceat
| a cercaine time bee obliged to give up theac-
| count of his Annuall Ncgonanon to ‘the
Profeflars of all- Sciences in “both Univerdi-
| ties, and to the Headsand Maftersof Colled-
| ges and Halls, who'thould bee made a Speci-
all Committee and appointed, according to
their {everall Faculties, orall }omt]) to meet,
and to. take- into. Conﬁderauon the things
which he fhall preduce:that fuch peecesas fhal
 deferve'to bce putinto the Publike Libraties,
to bee made Common unto Schelars or other—
wife pubhﬂ&ed in Print for thebeneﬁt of eve- ‘
ry oneymay by their advice bee applyed Wrieo
- | their proper Ufes, for the advancemerit of
: Divine |
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-| this.efle&t fome Revenueof the Scate ﬂmuld be |

| feeely toall fuchasdiee fhall appoint tiemto
| giveunto: « sod ‘bluedt -9 91100 943 ologquibs
| " And aswichont his knowledge and appoint-
| ident the Clerkes for hispeculiar Negotiation
| fhouldmot bee permirted wo impartanything

Clerkes, {o over Him {ome othersthould have
 an in{peltion' to this intent, to {ec Matters.

carryed faithfully and uuly for the Publique |
Good, to helpethe Warden with Advice and |
Counfell in Cafes of Importance’; and to con- |
fider the Occafions of his®Ordinary and Extra.
ordinary Expences (if any thould be for the
Srate)) ‘that {ome way may-bee thought onto |-
refound the fame unto Him, ‘asis jult, and ro |
nmamell to bearefuch:burdens. luts i) bes|

The Warden of the Oxford- Officemay have
fomeColledge or Hall appointed for his Of- |
fice:place’; and the Revenues thereof forhis |
maintenance to- {fupport: hiny in: his;Charge. |-
His Clerkes that keep his Regifters, fhould bee |
maintained under himand alfo fuchas he fhall
have need of for his Negotiationto! Gopieout
Matters, towrite Lettersifor Comelpondency
as hee thall dire@ them 5. ‘and o give Extralls

toanyy fo-the otherClerkes muft: bcobﬁgtid'J :
| to,
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" | profefTors and Heads of Colledges fhall confi-

|10 deny nothing untoany that fhall defire In- ﬂ -
| formation of things Containedinthe Standing | |~
| and Occafionall Regifterss - o000 o
| 1. The Extraordinacy Expences which he fhal
bring to the States account, the Committee of

| derand allow'tobee: paid ; ~as they fhall fee
| Ganfe; out of fome Revenue which may bee
| defigned for fuch an Ule. ... And fecing there
can be nothing propofed-of a more Pablique
| and Ufefull nature; then this worke s ; Wefup-
| pofé it wouldbeean injury done.to the z€ale |
and integrity-of thisPacliament ,which -hach |
| received fomany bleflingsat Gods hand,which
| is fodeeply engaged to his{ervice s-and-which
| hath undértaken fo great things, and fo fuccef*
| fully.advanced our Reformation {o far hicher
tostobinkechac fuch an Entetrprifeas this,will
| not-findé famott in‘their-eyes;-and {ufficient
| Meanesitofuppoit: the Charges heceflary: for
| theUndertaking and profecuting thereof. For |
| fuppofe the Charges thould bee farre:greater
|-thenat firftthey need to bee: (becaufe a fmall
foundationmay giveabéginning to this work),
gt what: difficulty. can. there heecto aliow’
|'thein}where fo many and large Revenues:are |
a3 : ‘ by 1l
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and without delay. It fhould beelimparted |
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Exy‘ Gods Providence for {uch Endsabundant-
ly put into their bands, and cannot. juftly bee
otherwile difpofed of then to. Publique Ufes?
‘The Ecclefiaftical Eftatesand Revenues,which
are fo Vaft, and now to bee difpofed of| to
what Publique Ules can they. bee more pro-
fitably applyed, then to the Advancement of |
the Wayes of Piety and Learning ? Andifin
procefle of time the Occafions, in this Worke
of Pablike Expences. grow greater:("asno | .
doubt they will,when the Communicationbe- | .
ing inlarged, the benefic thereof willinviteall |
the Learned toa Concurtence)) then alfo more |
Meanes may; be raifed to beare the fame,which |
divers waycs may bee effeCted s whereof wee |-
{hall.not need to fpeak ;- butto make Way for
the increafe ofa Competent Stock hereafter.in:|
duetime, Feoffees in truflt may.becappointed
by the Houles; to receive fuch Legacies;- Do+
nations and: Contributions which will cheer-
fully proceed from the/Charity and zeal of the |
Lovers of Religion and Learning towards the |
Maintenance of a Trade for the Advancement |
of the fame.. |

'Now to have. the matter,carryed.on eafily

I unto |

byf
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unto all, or as many as are eminently and
truly zealous for the Glory of God, that are
free from Selfe-ends and partiality, and that
Love Learning, and have power with o-
thers in the Houfes. “If not all,- but onely
three or foure of thele bee throughly pof-
fefled with this defigne ; and they can bee
brought to lay their Heads together, to
move for the Erefing of {uch an Office in

of Referred unto fome few, who for Pie-
ty, Prudency, and Learning are moft com-

bee fpeedily brought to paiie, ‘and a founda-
tion laid, which by'the accomplithment of our
Reformation will bee a bleffing unto all Pofte-
rity : Whereunto our prayers thall be offered
as a daily Sacrifice, and what elfe God fhall in-
able ns to contribute ; to whom the fuccefle of
allour Withes is to bee referred in Chrift;
to Him bee Glory and Honour for ‘ever.
Awmen. - sy

Pfal. 50.23. B

Jeethe Salvation of God.
EA : . Philip.

the Houfes, ‘and get the Contrivement ther- |

mendable unto all; no doubt the thing may |

Hee that Ordereth bis Converfation aright , fball |
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Philip. 4. 8.

Whatfoever things are true | whatfoever things
are houelt, whatfocver things are jufpt, what-
Joewer things are lovely, whatfoever things

are of good report; if there be any Uertne,and |

if there be any praife, thinke on thefe things.
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~ Anno 1647
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