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e Tosthe Reader e |
Judicious and good Reader

He drawiug up of Propofitions for Peace tobe

ont unto the King , for a long time hath. taken
up the thoughts and pains of thefe who fit at the ftern
and bel of affairs. The delay of fending the Propof-
sions, of late bath bufied the phancies and, tongnes of
uioft men , who do wiake it _at this time the erdinary
Theuie of their difconrfes , which every onc frameth
right or wrong as he is carried by intereft , but chiefly
and mainly as be s lead by information, reafoning o
and fro, be layeth the caufe. of the thus delayingto fend
Propofitions to His Majefty,upon thofe whon be thinks
and giq/etb out-to be the let. ,

Now, [ecing the great niiftake.of many well- minded
ren inthis Pont , whe taking things at. the fecond
hand; without being able 1o dive to the bottome and |
ground o affairs, [but at rovers and’ do not attain the
mark 5 F or the better information of all thofe who
Jowe Truth; and that faithful men with conftancy
to the Principles wherennto we are all fwern by.our fo-

43 lemm:




oo o8 e vhe Readet: o o ‘
Lewm Cowenant., and tyed o by divers Treaties, Agree-
ments | and Refults , after fo many debates , eonfe-
rences, and mature deliberation, be nomore thus mifun-
derftod, as they are by [ome, namely by thofe whe are [o
wmich concerned to kmow the truth s and confequently
to rejech the finiftrous reports, raifed and [pred abread
aguin§t bonefty | integrity , with conStant faithful-
neffe tothe glory of God and gosd of bis People: I
baving clearly wnderfood from very good intelligence
the canfe in band, do fet it down bere truely and fimply
a5 it s revera, witheut any difguifement by fating the
queStion otherwayes then it is indeed 5 or by colonring

it with affeCled words ; which 1 bere prefent unto

thee , judicions Reuder, beartily for thy [atisfaStion;

withthe Copy of three Papers given into the Houfes

of Parliantent by the Commiffioners of Scotland ,
which the laft day fell intomy bands 5 I pray thee to
take in good part this weak_expre(fion for the publike
good from bim who conftantly prayeth for the welfare
of Jerufalem , and wifbeth thee to live in it bappily
and Profperonfly 5\ Adieh.* * ' 2700 WOULE . R




The ftate of the Queftion concerning (:h‘c
- Propofitions of Peace.

YAQHe Commiffioners of Scotland have. for
8N\ nine  Moneths , ever . fince the twen-
A% tieth of June laft, prefled the fending of
 the former Propofitions agreed upon be-
| tween the Kingdomes, prefented to the
D¢ el King »é_tanﬁrg , and whereof the moft
materiall were afserward débatedp upon at Uxbridge, |
. The Houfes  of Parliament upon the {ixth of Auguf? laft,
in anfwer to the Scottifh Commiffioners declare , That
Propofitions fhall be fent {peedily, but that they intend to
make fome alterations. - .. d i seliiabd Sl
- After nine Moneths the Houfes deliver to the seots Com=
miffioners upon the laft of February fomenew Propofitions:
The Commiffioners of Scotland upon the 16. of Marchs
deliver in their Anfwer to thefe Propofitions,wherein they
obferve, that all the omiffions, additions, or alteration
made in the former Propaofitions, are in thofe things which
eoncerne the joynt intereft and unjon of the Kingdoms.,
U pon the 26 .of March the Houfes appoint a Committee
SRS pe o R o B »
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to debate with the Scottijhéofnmliﬁonels concerning the
differences, whlch are ch1 ﬂy thefe :

1 Coneéx Tﬂe'ﬁmﬁs"mﬂ{@a penetall
Pro?oﬁuon, de Irmg the ng to aflent towhat they have,
or fhll agme upon concerning. Reformation of Religion,
andcoricerning umfmmry m Rehg}on, ﬂsthe two i&mg-
doms fhallagree.

“The Cermfni&ﬁ@ners écﬁre to know the pamculars, that
~ afterfo long canfultation of the Divines of both Kingdoms,

they may with knowlg]iég -and Pifuraﬁce confent,to that
Mpponoas adwletis SALEOEL 0,
ve t part; IS Hitoners of
Scotland deny to0’¢ co%fgu tﬂ[fﬂt? be acquamted with
the Particulars, and take them into oonﬁdex;a
1010 C@neernih “the’ Nﬁ"tft}l,’ ‘f‘he a!_l'_""' I'S&ﬁte
_theffmﬁaér “Propofition-agreed por; Fetiweens the Kings -
‘domiesyiand debited at Oprilge 1o be fenty ef'pcaaty
'bemﬁ*&ié Qothiricdsly tifite thé ddﬁfesc )
1 rFhe Houfesin thett new Propofitrons 'will fm"v% tfie M’i‘.
itia of! the Kingdorties @:ned fcvetaﬁy,eacﬁ&r dome by
ttfelfea?ﬁr%”“- ari g B i BT
: ’%he S6 W o;ﬁﬁaeff;ag&mn un&fgon é;leag; as
oth may" o e- together for fuppr
infurredtions, and oppofing forrai Oamvaﬁons. o mg
"The Houfes will have the Militiz feded in chemfelves
from timeto’ tihé Mbﬁtmtyhxnmtpn, andnot bniygﬁe
King; Bums%ﬁ‘ 'an& tkECrowne éxdudé'&_ in tjafng
601%1;#1;3 ' 0D il
he Com "1ﬁioners cvoncelve it neceﬂ' that For :
fecurity of che Kitigdomes-the Militia fhioul Mg’be feﬁﬂedtfi:
the Ktmgma THaye no' pewer’ ftjf make tﬁe(’ K}n domes
twice rmfcna Ie bﬁ%’éhattﬁis ’dm{* éxfm“}" H9013g

o
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e;gaﬁglpgélarat,igps@fmghz Kingdomesyand particalarly of g;5, of
the Houle

~ fame Votcs calling ita Treaty : And Scorland performes

ted by the Houfes in their new Propofitions. They ’:Ia_re:
| 1

[ XB Lt e
fhould onely be fora times and; 85 upon the-one part,
they thinke 1t moft dangerous, that the-Militia thould after
expiration of that time bedetled intheiKingalones fothey

hold it very unfafe; That the fundamentall Lases Jof the:

Kingdom fhould bealtered,and thieCrownfon ever exclu-
ded from allintereft &;right:WhatfoéWﬁbutf!a;ftcr@(pﬁwtmn
of fiach a time as fhall b agrecd upon,, the: oxdering of the-

Militis may be by King.and Parliament,. according ' torthe

See Col-

1€ SO P ‘31 f ﬁmswﬂl.ﬂaéﬁimlelhiqun h}lmcﬂnﬁ‘—l’\emonﬁ
flitation aﬁﬂ%ﬁg&?nngntall Lawes of the Kingdome m&ngfggzzg.
and Parliament together, and oncly in cafes extiacndifiafys 20,73
Whgnat\hg) ing rf;;%gs lm}xg}?:gzlﬁa fhﬁpﬂihamntaionﬁm}&c.
provide for thelccuritypftheingdomeas wnonii o,
>4 Concerning Jrglind The Houfeo slleadgesthatithe
tianl- 2¢tions between the Kingdonieh madeat Ediuburghy
28,qu¢mber1643.am§l‘£eaw(” Yo 993tmood ot

e

&

Tioners makeit appearethatitisoa  reatys)

79 ;@ﬁ’mmifﬁgnﬁt&zhada}wweptb Tyear)s
agrecs Al COnCiK Fi)é!it ls@ﬁdt‘ﬁm and j[g'fhed(un;}!
to, which theHoufes rag 16 and.confirmenntheivVores of
the ninth of March, and eleaventh of 4prill, 1643. In the

their part of the T reaty,makes their Army ftay andadvance
to them a hundreth thoufand pounds fterling, at the defire
okEnglepd, who then becaufe of their low condition were
rotablé‘to fend them any releifes and now the Houfes
rlnake queftion to perform their part of the Treaty to Seof-
and. ;
Laftly, Thedifference is concerning foure Propofitions
formerly agreed upon between the Kingdomes, and omit-

Ba he



tion of the Kings Children by confentsof both Kingdomes.
3. Fordisbanding the Armies by confent of both King--
domes. 4. Foran At of oblivion by confent of both.

"The Commiflioners defire, that erther the Propofitions
concerning Religion, the Mi/ztia, and Freland, be {ent alone
as was done at Uxbridge, ot if more be fent, That thefe
Propofitions which cencerne the joynt intereft of both®
Kingdomes' may al{o be fent when others of leflemoment.
ayefént sraohanid a1l Hast!

‘When the: Committee of both- Houfes, and the Com-
miffioners  had debated upon- all thefe differences , the
Commiffioners expeéted 'thae both fhiould' have joyned’
their: endeavours to firide out* expédients for- removing
thefedifferences, "and fo'come to a {peedy agreement. But
the Committee of both Houfes, Peclared’ they. had no’
power to confent tothe alteration of thie leaft circymftance,,
though they. were convineed: in réafon 5 whereripon ‘the*
Commiffioniers: gave' in a' Paper; > the’,

enlarge the power ofithe Committee, ! mg
ady ol L80E Mg do diaavesis Gk oy lo o2
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1. The Propofition that'Peace and Warre fhall not be -
made without confent of both Kingdomes. 2. For educa-
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Somé Papers of the Commiffioners of

‘¢ Secotland, given in lately to the Houfes of

Gaomaier P AR LLAMENT::

- - Concerning the Propofitions.of Peace.. '

»

. g Ur eameft défires to have Religion fet--

/3 - led in this Kingdome according to the
Covenant, and . to have both King-
» ‘doimes delivered from their prefent:

5% troubles and preflures, - and eftablifhed .
A& in a firme and happy peace, that we:

L ourfelvesand our Army might returne:

(o

\

o TN TN toourowne Native Country with com-:
fort.and contentment 5 :moved us thefe nine- Moneths paft-

often and eaneftly. to preffe ,. That: the Propofitians for-:

- merly agreed upor by the two Kingdomes might be fent to
is Majefty ,:and. the Anfwer of the Honourable Houfes

feavenmonethsfithence's fhewing theirrefohition to fend

Propofitions to his: Majefty: for fach a Peacey’ hath moved

wgmrqmaly-.tolfoz%fmthem; /Upon the 28. of Fbraasy

we recetved fome

6 rece thePropofitions,which yourLordfhips:
dcﬁl‘e to befent , andin anfwer te our Paper'ofithe fi ‘ccdm;lé

:
i
4
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(6) :
s O J ¢ defireto know whe-
of this inftant March , -expreffing ;‘jd;ﬁrsé;tqb?x fent, or 1f

ther thefe were all the Propofitions G R at o8 2
Wwe Swere to e pect any, ofhel, 1t ias 1CCREE IR i
fourth of Marchs that thefe were ally except fuch s
Delinquents, and the City', -which weie HPeect
dclliycred up\t;(_)‘urs. 1 bl ey §
< -In the Propolicions which we hava st s

but obferve,. T tmem&*?n% yiaf} aAIons
atidalcerations as: theyard expretledin i

the difference confifts, betwixt thefe - FIOp!
formerly agrééd upon, doe trench upon the Joynt 1AIEETS
of both Kingdomes, and tendto the leufing of the Bonds,

AL o

and weikning of thefinews of our hag g Ustion &' which
were not only notablé Pledgesand Evi ences-of reciprocall
kindnefle for the tiaz; to'the di(&oufagyement«ofr the com-
mon Enemy, but were alfo powerfull meancs for confer-
ving and perpetuating our common Peace; and ‘_ﬁ}‘(}?‘,hﬁfl
Amivy forall Generations to come, to thedifpairing ofall |
~ our Enemies ; ever to prevaile by their %btss or attemp
againft thefefo neerly and ﬁrml‘y united Kingdotnes. This
could ot but be a miatter of refentment and unfpeakeable
griefe untous, andtothe Kingdome of §cotland, had ‘we
not grounds of aflutance ofthe intention.of both Ho
to the contrary 3 bothfrom the inviolable League and Co-
venant ; wherein'we have all fwome, o' eiddéivonr' thist
thefc Kingdomes may reneaine conjoyned in 4'firme Pedce and
Drnion ta all pofteritys and from their Letter of the 3. ‘of!
Novembers 1645. to'the Parliament of Scoplindy g;épremng{
their defire of 4 nearer union,‘and conjunétion betweeithe
Kingdomes: We come therefore to the particuliis torfide-’
 yation of the Propofitions. "We doe firft of all defite; That
. the Preface; Title, and conclufion ‘of the Propotitionsmay '
bethe fameas formerly, orto that(ence.‘ o 3131 9d 03 onlak
0 & 2 I‘
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1n the fisft Article we, efive thefe word» {th: Parlizmens,
o}‘"tb’at ngdome] to be added afterthele: words [ conven:
fion pf Ejmte; in Stotl;md and we &oe agree to the, firft,
fecond, thirds and d fourth ropof HOMS: >, 2
To the fifth and fixth Przfoﬁuons, We: def ire to. fee '
what the. Houfés have alre greed, upon. concerning
Rehgxron, and thep we. (halI gwe n our, Anfwer about thefe
Propofitions. ., |
f ’F o the 75 8, 9, Io, 11, and 12.. Propof tions. Wee
doe agree the daufe fet downe in the If. Article of
the former P‘rogoﬁuons and omitted in thefe, concerning;
 the ratlfymg the. A&s pZ' the, Conventlon of Eﬁatqs an
 Parliament of Scatl;md, bemg added t0 thc e Pxogo.
fiti tlon. \
The Treat at Edenb oh the 28 of No-v. 1643 whxch
Was comp_ ended mx,he ormerPropoﬁtlon %ree upon,
between the ngdomcs, is excluded by thefe words in,
thxs new 13 Propofition, ,And whereunto tbey are ablzged
by the afurefaid Treatses ) for the ngdomes were, not!
obliged by any of the former Treaties to make a fabfe-,
uent Tieaty, and therefore we defire the faid, Treaty, of
%e 28. of Nov., 1643 together with the; Qxrdinances of
he 9. "6'f March -and the 11, of Aprill , ratifyi th¢
ﬁame, may be expreﬁécf in the Prop@ﬁuon, for, whi 2%
offer the Reafons following 2, |
The Comm fioners of the Parhament of Et;g!and res,
alap 1t mtbetwoﬂouﬁ;:;to
g{ome Q Scptlfzmk conce mmg the main..

txé t'Wlthth tSeo

ténance of the Scott g eland,s -and: ordering
thereofin fuch ma ner as xmg Tt beft condrice: to ) the pro-
e, accord mgta ) the ends exprefled i
ns} conmtumcatt:d

aﬁ:t .'i ¥ 5 ¥
i 2 )u,.?.u" TRl € /1iiiand %
;hec yeation f Lk mo?smfmdm accoxdiog, t0,th she*
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diredtion of the Howfes, they are exprefly authorized to

fettle upon fome courfe with the Kingdome of Scotlaxd,
to manage the War by the joynt advice of the Committees
ofboth Kingdomes, and to prevent the evills and mifchiefs
that elfe might fall out for wantof the fame.

According to thefe inftrutions feven Articles are mutu-
ally agreed upon at Edenburgh the 28. of Novemb. 1643,
by a Committee of both Kingdomes, after advifing with
the Agentsand Officers fent trom the Scattifp Army, and
ferious debates, and mature deliberatien upon the whole
matter between the Committees’of both Kingdomes, as 1s
acknowledged in the preface of the Treaty. :
- In the f%urth Article ofthat Treaty two things are
agreed on: 1. Thathe who doth or fhall command in chief
overthe Scottifh Army, byjoyat confeat of both King.
domes, fhallalfocommand the reft of the Britifh Forces in
Ireland. 2. For the managing of that Warre, and profe-
cuting the ends exprefled in the Covenant, that the fame
be donme by joynt advice with the Committees of both
Kingdomes. = g : ki
; 'Ig hefe Articles being agreed upon were tranfmitted to’
the ‘Houfes of Parliament’, and fix 'of them ratified and
approved inthe Votes of both Houfesof the ninth of March,
and eleaventhof 4prill.” = * A e

In the Votes of the ninth of March, the fourth Article
concerning the Command in chiefe, and the managmg of

the Warre, with the joynt adviceo

va‘-{;‘gidge to be d%on med'by the King, "~ "
e Commiflioners of scot/and havin 1 inftra-
&ions from the Eftates of Parliament for %l:eecggfe‘eci}m of

shis Treaty, and the twoHoufes having teferred the Tanse

to the confideration of the Committee of both Kingdots,
£2¢ ; aftes

vérbatim Tatificd by the Houfes, and was Prge%entgé’ i
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After a free debate, and full deliberation the third and

fourth Articles of the Treaty at Edenburgh were agreed

upon and perfeted by them, and reported to both Hou-
{es, who ratified and approved the famein their votes of
the 117 of 4pril,

* Concerning the command in chiefe, thefe words were
agreedupon, That the Earle of Leven Lord Generall of
the Scottifh forces in Ireland beingnow by the votesof
both houfesagreed to be commander in chiefe over all
the forces, as well Brittifh as Scotts, according tothe
fourth Article of the refult of the Committee of both
kingdomes paffed both houfes , be defired with all con-
venient {peed by the advice of the faid Committees, to
nominate-and appoint a Commander in chiefe under his
Excellency over the faid forces to refide with them upon
the place. : s

- @oncerning the managing of the warre, itisagreed

~uponinthefe words, That Committees be nominated and

appointed by the joynt advice of both Kingdomes of
fuch numbers and qualities as fhal be by them agreed on,

* to be fent with all convenient {peed to refide with the

faid forces,& enabled with full and ampleinftructions by
the joynt advice of both Kingdoms, for regulating of the
faid forces, and the better carrying on of that war. And

" both ‘thefe Articles were delivered inat the Treatyat

Uxbridge,and defired to be confirmed.

That according tothefe Articles,Committeesare Bow
inlreland from bothKingdoms for mannaging of the war.
. That thefe Articles: of the 28 of Novemb. 1643. are
likewife ratifiedinthe Parliament of Scotland, and.regt-
“ftred as a Treaty. ; = : L FehE
. - That the houfesof Parliamentintheir votes of the g

of Murch doinapprobation of the fixth Article acknow-
Jedgeittobe aTreaty. - :

e 5 nf cha




: (10) : 5
houfes were delivered unto uz , astheir confent to the
Articles of the faid Treaty of the28of Nowensber , and
the houfes in their Letter of the 25 of May did acquant
the Parliament of Scotland that they had ratified and con-
firmed the feverall Treaties made and agreed between
their Commiffioners, ‘and the Convention of Eftates of
‘Scotland: And that it was their defire the fame mi ht be
done by the Parliament of Seotland, which they did ac-
cordingly. g O :

That thefe Articles were agreed upon between the
Kingdomes when the Parliaments Army in Munfter re-
volted from them,and when the Scottith Army in VlfZer,
had fent agents to the Convention of Eftates of Scotland

“todeclare, that by reafon of their extreame wants and
fufferings occafioned by the want of their pay and necef-
fary maintenance,due by the Parliament of England,they

were refolved to leave that Kingdome, whereby 1t
would have been wholly loft to the Parliament of Exg-
land, i the Kingdome of Scotlandhad not interpofed, and
by taxing great fums of money upon the Kingdome of
scotland, and levying provifions, had raifed confiderable
fupplies , and fent them over for the prefent fubfiftence
of the Scottith Army , untill the Parliament of England
fhould be able to fend them further fupplies s which both
Houfes doe acknowledgein their faid Letter of the 25 of
Mayto the Parliament of Scotland , and doe return their
hearty thanks to the Kingdome of Seotland, for their care
of that Army , and the great charge they bave been at

for their reliefe with provifions and money for their ne-

ceflary fubfiftence.

Thofe Articles being treated upon by Committees of
both Kingdomes , both in $cotland and England, being
ratified by the Parliaments of both Kingdomes, and by
. bothacknowledged tobe a Treaty; prefented withthe




(11) "

- Propofitions of peace, and debated a;: Uxbridge, and ha-

the
. wing as much if not more of the formalities ofa Treaty
it | ¢hen the firft Treaty concerning the fending of the Scot-
o tith Army into Ireland : we defire this Treaty ma bein-
Ve {erted with the other Treaties in this Propofition,it bein
4 moft reafonable the Treaty madeand conditidn; agrceg
i on for the continuance of that ftarved Army in Ireland,
B fhould be of as great force and aswell obferved , asthe
Treaty made for fending them overinto Ireland.

" As ‘o the former part of the 14 Prof ofition, we defire
i it may ftand as formerly , forthe rca&ms above expref-
;2"" ' fed : And as to thelater part now added, we defirethat
l‘”‘} all the Articles concerningthe fetling of Religionin this
a: 3 I({:ingdome may be extended to Ireland , accordingtothe

‘Covenant. : : :

E‘; 'noz r}:ac gi?z Eiopoﬁuon coq;erning Délinquents we have
1t Totherband 17 Propofitions we do agree.
g In the 18 Propofition, we find fo materiall differen-
md © ces from that whichwas formerly agreed wpon concer-
eof ning the Militia, as may be matter of long gebate what
thle may be moft conducible to the fecurity of both King-
ence domes, and {o retard the fending of the Propofitions and
ind loofe the prefent oPportunity of obtaining his Majefties
yboth confent before he be engaged in fome Of her defign which
; ag;f | 'mayil b{e; aKruinéa to himfelfe, and a matter of new trouble
£ to thefe Kingdomes. : ;
| We deﬁreg it may be confidered, that the former Pro-
cenat pofitions, according tothe ;nterelt of both Kingdomes,

' did fettlea power io Commiffioners of both Kin doms

¢ invafions , and for fuppraiing of

forrefifting all foraign
“ her of the faid Kingdoms;to the

L ~all forces raifed within €it
1 beng “diffurbance of their peaces By which there was no place

Jefe cither toarbitrary power, or toany miftake or jear
+ - ol C2a’ ; fson loufie




(12 ,
loulie that could be raifed %r fomented between the
Kingdoms; orto any projectof Incendigries, todivide
the King from any of his Kingdomes, orone Kingdome
from another. And we feeno reafon why that whichat
the framing of thefe Propofitions, was eftéemed asa
great fervice and a firme foundation of unity and mutuall
confidence betwixt the Kingdomes, fhould now be alte-

ved, thereafonsfor preventingthereof being as firong. -

as ever. And this new Propofition containes nothing that
may prevent thofe {ogreat and obvious inconveniences,
but feems rather toarguea diffidence and jealoufie to the

weakning of that mutuall confidence which was laid by

the former Propofitions.

- Further, this new Propofition doth not provide how
the Militia fhall be ordered and difpofed in the Intervals
of Parliament,although in another cafe by the 21 Propo-

fition concerning the nomination.of the Deputy orchief

Governour of Ireland the Chancellor or Lord Keeper,
Lord Treafurer, and other Officers and mini{ters of Exg-
lindand Irelend, it is provided that in the Intervals of
Parliament they fhall be nominated by a Committee of
Parliament. And if it be intended thatin like manner the
Militia be ordered in the intervals of Parliament bya
Committee of Parliament, thereisno objeftioncan be
made againft the former Propofition, for fetling the Mi-
litia in Commiffioners, which will not be asfull againft
fetling thereofin a Committee,for by the former Propo-
ﬁ_tiontsyy tl;:: gon}ﬂﬁﬂion‘fm_ were alterable from time to:
time by the Houfes , and to receive and obferve their di
re&tions and inftructions. e : % thelr 2
Wee conceive alfo, as the honourable Houfes upon:
confideration of the manifold troubles and diftraGtions

in thefe times, have wifely and neceffarily refolved for
the fafety and fecurity of thefe Kingdoms, fo to fettle tﬁe

"'Mi,}iti% asthe King although he were willing b

\
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by involving them again intoa bloudy warre, to make
shem twice miferable wherein weareready moft hearti-
ly to concurre : So doe wethinke, it is not their ingenti-
on, to diveft the Kinghis pofterity and €rowne for all
time coming, of all power, right, and intereftin the mat-
ter of Militia, foasalthoughthey be never fowilling to
follow the advifeof their Parliaments, yet they fhall for
ever beincapable, and inno time comming beadmitted
to joyne with the Parliaments, for reflifting their ene-
mies, and proteéting their Subjects; the apprehenfion
whereof, may prolong the Kings anfwer and hinder his
confent, and (as may eafily be colletted from the de-

' bates at Vxbridg) maybe interpreted to be a fundamen-

<

eall alteration of the Government, contrary tothe refo-

Tutions and declarations of both Kingdomes, and not fo

agreeable to the Covenants may be made ufe of by our

 adverfaries, for fuch anoccafion of quarrelling, as they

never had before, may be made ameane to bring the
common caufe and our cariage into contempt,& ufed by
otir enemies asa motive for provoking foreigne Princes
and States to engage in a war againft us; both parts were
provided for in the former Propofition upon the one
part the exercife and execution of the Militia wasnot to
be in the power of the King,yet upon theother part were
the Commiffioners in whofe hands it was to be trulted,
to have their Commiffion from King and Parliament,and
:t was condefcended upon at Vxbridge; thatthetime
{hould be limited to feven yeares, and after expiration
of that terme to be fetled and exercifed in fuch manner
as his Majefty and the Parliamentsof both Kingdomes
refpetive fhould thinke fit, butby this new Propofition:
the whole power is to be fetled in thetwo houfes of Par=
liament, and the Crown altogether excluded fromall
intereft in the Militia for ever, which therefore requi=-
eth 2 new confideration. ."There:




e
There is another thing which we profefle doth very
much affe us, that wheras in the large Treaty of Peace,
a Commiffion for prefervation of the peace then fet-

led between the kingdomes was judged moft neceffary,
and was mutually agreed upon, and accordingly in pur-

fuance thereof, Commiffioners' were appointed by the
Parliament of Scotland, to whom the Houfes of Parlia-
ment upon feveral occafions made theiraddrefles to good
purpofe, and whereasin the former Propofitions, feve-
rall Articles were fet downe with mutuall confent for
conferving the peace, firmely and inviolably for all time
to come, yet in this new Propofition although the dan-
ger be nolefle, and theneceflity nolefleurgent, thereis

not fo much as mention made of any meaneto be ufed or

courfe to betaken for conferving the peace between the
Kingdomes, and betwixt the King and cither of them,
but all pafled infilence; All' whichnecefiary confidera-

tions we offer to the wifdome of the honourable Houfes;

thatthey may continuein their refolution to{end the for-
mer: Propofitions as they were propofed at Vxbridge,
which will be free of debate, are morelikely to be ob-
tained ofthe Kings Majefty, and will ferve more forthe
peace and good correfpondence of the Kindomes, efpe-
~ cially that the confervation of peace for the future may
beprovided for. = ¢ 55
Tothexg. and20. Propofitions we doe agree.
~To thear.Propofition we do agree with this addition.
The like for the Kingdome of Scotland concerning the
nominaticn of the Lords of the Privie Councell, -Lords
of Seffion, and Exchequer Officers of State and Juftice
Generall, in fuch manner as the Eftates in Parliament
{hall thinke fit. . b St ‘
ThePropofition concerning the education, marriage,
and choofing ofithe Tutors and Governours of the Kings
children by confent of both Kingdomes , is omitted i
thefe new Prongly -
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The Propofition conceminsg> the making of peace or
war with foreigne Princes and States, withadviceand
confent of both Kingdomes, is alfo omitted in thefe Rro-
pofitions. . . : -

The Propofition concerning the disbanding the Ar-
mies by confent of both Kin‘%domes is likewife omitted.
. The Propofition for paffing anact of oblivion in the
Parliaments of both Kingdomes is omitted. ,

Wee defire that the Propofition concerning the City
of Lendon, as alfo the Propofitions concerning Delin-
quents, may be fpeedily delivered unto us that they ma
bedifpatched withthereft. .

. Upon the whole matter, If the houfes of Parliament

fhall thinke fit for the prefent,to fend only the three Pro-

ofitions, concernin Reeligion, the Militia, and Ireland,
as they were propo ed at Vxbridgewe do agree. But if
they think fit that more Propofitions be fent at this time,
we do defire thatall the Propofitions whieh concerne the
joynt intereft of both Kingdomes, and are omittedin the
new Propofitions, may be {ent likewife, although weare
of the judgement that every particular , and circum-
ftance of the Propofitions, is not of fogreat importance
to thefe Kingdomes as peace and warre fhould depend
thereupon. ;

Having thus freely in fich brotherly manner as the
matter of peace doth require exprefled our fenfe of the
Propofitions delivered unto us 3 .if there be any miftake
on our part, orifthere be any point wherein the honou-
rable Houfes are not fatisfied, we are moft willing and
ready to give and receive all brotherly fatisfaction, by
conference or otherwife in fuch manner as fhall be judge-
ed moft behovefull and expeditious, and to give tefti-
mony of our true and earneftdefires, and readinefleto

 conpcurre with the honourable fcs in all fuch things
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as upon 4 frierdly debate, fhall be found conduceable

for procuring, fetling and propagating fucha peace, as

we all defire for our common happinefie. :
ia March, 16. 1646.

It is not unknown to the Honourable Houfes of Parli-
ament, how long atime we have waited here in patience
and filence for the fetling of Church-government accor-
ding tothe Covenant, and we our felves know (for which
we have many witnefles,  at home in the Church of Scoz=

 Lind) how zealous we have been of the honour ofthe
Parliament in this matter; what hath been our care and
induftry to perfwadeé and aflure, thatalthoughhope de-~
ferred might makethe hearts of many to faint, yetwhea
the defire thould come, irwouldbea treeoflifes And
that we were not to judge of the modell of Church-go-
vernment in the Church of England, and of uniformity
with the Church of scotland, by fome praviousand par-
ticular Ordinances of Parliament which were but parts
of the building, but were to expectthe laft Ordinance,
which would fupply the defects of theformer, and by
fearing up the whole houfe in proportion and beauty,
would intheend give to every judicious eye and zealous
hearta full fatisfattion.  'We doealfo with thankfulnefie
acknowledge and remember the zeale of the honourable

- Houfes, in removing the Book of Common-prayer, in

abolifhing Epifcopallgovernment, and in other parts of -

of Reformation, and that in the time of theirgreateft
troublesand dangers,which maketh their work the more
acceptable to'Ged and all good men 5 Yetare weat this
-time neceflitated by our Covenant, our common intereft,

~ and publiquetruft, tomakeremonftrance of two things
moft materiall and of greateft confequence : One is,
that through the long delay of the fetling of the true Go-
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vernment of t!}e Church, Herefiesand Se&sare {o multi-
bliecy and Sehifm bath (fo much prevailed, that if there
benotin time a powerful remedy provided, this Church

 afterfo many miferies of acbloody and loh% lafting War,
r

will be in'worfe -cafe then the former was , from which it
was raKen for a great happinefie to be delivereds Andthe
Church of Sestland,after theirmany fufferings in this King-
dom and at home, in greater danger then it wasin from
the Piclates here/, whole ufurpation was the beginning ©
all ot calamitics and vexation. ' Jazsiw Swalinsd 10
" Fhe Honourable Houfes may be pleafed to call tominde,
that in the large Treaty of thedate March10. 1641 3 the
Commiffioners of Scotland ; from the fenfe of the troubles
of that Church, arifing from the Prelates of the Church of
England,; did by many Arguments prefle Unityin Religion,
and Uniformity of Church-Government, in the three
Kingdoms, Unto which from the King & Parliament joynt-
ly , a comfortable and hopeful anfwerwas retutned for ob-
taining their defire, ‘Thereafter in the yeer 16425 the
- General Affembly of the Church of s¢orland, feconded and
affifted by the Lords of Secret Councel , Did upon the

fame grounds renew the fame defire,, And received from
the Parliament of England, not onely a Profeffion of  their
great contentment in the motion propofed , with many
thanks, But alfoa large approbation of the ‘motives upos .
which it wasurged, which were 5 < The more ftrict Union
«of both Kingdoms's ‘Morefafe, cafie, .and comfortable
«Government of his Majefty,And bothto himfelf and peo-
<« ple more free communion in all holy exercifes and duties
“oberfhingoreconﬁant»»fcgurity of R éligion againftthe

( fal Errors of other

« Hoody pratrices of Papiftsand deceitful krror :

< Sedraries; More profitable ufe of the Miniftry;indrawing

>t unpleafant apd improfitable ‘Controverfies,
; D

“to

< them from unp
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“to the prefling of Mortiﬁ(eation, and to Treatifes of trye
* Picty and Practical Divinity 5 - The making of way to
“the relief anddeliverance of the poor afflited Churches
abroad, & All which are exprefled in their Declaration
and Refolution, in anfwer ‘tothe Declaration of the Ge-
neral Affembly, Together -with afad Complaint, that the
miferable Eftate of this-Church and Kingdom, was not
able toendure any-longer delay, Anda defire that fome
godly and learned Divines might be {ent_from the Chuzch
of Scorland, whereby the fo-much-defired Unity and Uni«
formity might be obtained: - In' theend, the mutual 'and
joynt defires of both Kingdoms were concluded, and
crowned with a Solemn League and Covenant, nowtranf-
lated in other Tongues, and known tharewout all Chri-
ftendom ; ‘whichwas taken, as for other:good ends, fo for
endeavouring the neereft Conjunétion and Uniformity in
Religion and Church-Government, and the extirpation of
Herefie and: Schifm. = All ‘which-confidered , we may be
-bold to fay without Preface or Apelogie (which about the
like purpofe the Houfes of Parliament in that their Decla-
ration judged unneceflary ) that it would be the fin and
- thame of the Church of Engtand, And the forrow of. all
the Reformed Churches; particularly of the Church of
Scotland y if after {o many preparations, and fo Solemn
League and Covenant is entred into, for endeavouring the
neerelt Conjundtion and Uniformity in Religion and
Church-Goverhment, and the extirpation of Herefie and
Schifin ;5 Notonely all forts of Blafphemies 5 Herefiesand
Sets which are now multiplied, and Liberty of confeience
which is ple:aded f:m: » fhould have place 5, But Unity and
Hniformity in Religion , which isfo much preachedand
written againft, fhould be{leighted , and the Covenant it
fIf wrefted and perverted tofpeak that which it neverin-

tended,,

e
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l:u { _tended - and which did ‘not enter inte any mans minde im
L the beginning, Such a violenceas the holy Scripture it felf

) hath fuffered from perverfeand heretical {pirits; Andthis
% ‘ Church after {0 long a time farther from Uoiformity a-
'ﬁ I mongft themfelves and with other Reformed Churches,
a then they were at firft when it was judged fo necefiary.
| Agaimf’c thefe fo dangerous and deftru&ive evils, we ear-
e | neftly defire the Honourable Houfes to provide effeGual
. remedy, Andwepray God fo toblefle their endeavours,
| that the ruine of Religion in both Kingdoms , with the
md ‘, horrid conf{equences thereof , which 1s the work of Satan
d and his inftruments, contrary to the Work of God and his
s Servants, may while thereisyet hope, be wifely and {pee-
it | dily prevented. - : :

f?f : § The other material Point which we defire to offer, is
| coacerning the late Ordinance of Parliament, 14 March
of 1645, withthe DireGions, A#g.19.1 645;which in dilcharge
be i of their duty to God, in purfuance of the Covenant, and
e | in thankfulneffe to God for his mercies , They have after
lar long'confultation refolved upon 5 And wherein there be
and t divers evidences of thePiety and Wifedom of the Honc-
'l | rable Houfes, Forwhichnot onely the Church of England,
hof but the Church of Scotland,and all the R eformed Churches,
el heive caufe to bleffe theLord s Yet it being acknowledged,
gthe that there may be need of Supplements and Additions, and
and haply al(o of Iterations in fome things, And it being fup=

pofed that theadvice of the Affembly of Divines, where-
in we have been affiftant, s had thereunto , And we being
entrufted by the Church of Scotland ; inmatters that con-
cern them fo neerly upon their common Intereft : We
have taken the freedom tO prefent our thoughts concern-
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pt % ing fome particulars contained in the Ordinance.
W E : %irﬁ, concerning the Subordination of the Affemblies
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of the Churchto vhePuﬁgmcnt":TWc‘ make no qieftion
but the Parliament is fuperiour to all the Aflemblies of the
Church in Place, Dignity, Honour, and earthly power 3
‘That Civil powers arethe Vicegerents of God on earth,
And that Minifters are onely Servants and Ambafladours 3
Andthatthe Magiftrate is Cuftos utrinff, tabule, and may by
hisauthority compel the Minifters and Aflemblies of the
Churchy to perform the duties which Chrift requires of
“them : Like as the Miniftersare bound to render a reafon
and acconnt of their proceedings to the Civil Powers with
all humilicy and reverence. We do onely defire, that witha
out diminution of , or derogation unto the right and juft
power of the Parliamentor Civil Magiftrate , the expreft
fion of Subordination may be altered ; Becaufe it may
fuppofe (contrary to the meaning of the Parliament) that
the relation of one Church-affembly to another, andof
the Aflemblies tothe Parliament, and of appealsof one
toanother, are of the fame kinde and in the fame line, as
if the Civil power were notonely about matters of the
€hurchand Reeligion, But were formally Ecclefiaftical,and
~wobe’ exercifed Ecclefiaftically 5 Becaufe fome may inter-
pret it to be fuch anHeadfhip andSupremacy in theChurch,
as fometimes ‘wasin the Pepe | and hath been retained in
{ubftancein this Kingdom, Asthe fountain of the high-
Commiffion , 'and-foundation of other corruptions , con-
trary to'the judgement ofall fuch as have foughtafter furs
ther Reformation 5 And becaufeit is againft the Dotrine
and Profeflion of the Reformed Churches, which next
unto the Wordof God which isthe Rule, are propofed
- i the Covenant as the example of R eformation.
- Secondly, Wedefire the Provincial Commiflioners for
judging of Scandals, may be taken to further confiderati-
on, therebeing no warrant nor pretence forfuch a mix-
ture
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¢urein'Church-Goverhment from Jefus Chrift, Who hath’
appointed his own Spiritual Officers, to whom he hath
~ammittedthekeys of the Kingdom of heaven', And to
whom the R eformed Churches conceive the judging of
offences , and the qualification of €Communicants, doth as

ropetly and incommunicably belong , as the publike
Preaching of the Word and Adminiftration of the Sacra-
ments. -~ Nor canitbe fuppofed, that fome few Civil men,
i lling from God, can be more able to judgeof
imatters of this nature, then the A{femblies of the Church
feparated forthe work of the Gofpel , of which thisis no
. fmall part.> The fame Churches , and particularly the-
Church of scotland , whichall this time have been in ' €x-
pelration of great purity and perfection of R eformation
inthe Church of England , may have their own jealoufies:
and fears, that 0 che natureiof the thing, this may be the
laying of a new foundation of an High Commiffion or E=-

pifcopacy upon-which the fuperftructure afterward , al-
though contrary tothe prefent publike intentions , may
be eafie , And fora new‘parti.tion-wall, todivide betwixt
chem and the Church-of England j and! t0 make a prefent
8chifin and Separation for renting the bowels of this

Church. © v ¢ : : _
Thirdly, Concerning‘t‘h;e 'meet‘m% of the National Al
fembly, we seknowledge that:the Supreme Magiftrate,
whois Guardian of vbi}thz'E’:ibles,and a Nurce-Father of the
Church , may calla National Aflembly , when in his wil-

dom hefhalljudge it neceflary 5 and the: %\urch is with
all refpedt and’ humilicy to.obey his call, for the good of
Reeligton Of the Peaceof the Kingdoms, when by Religion
difturbed 5 But itis 'wi;hall_vto.be ackno_wledged _tha,t this-
power of the Mag,iﬁrate‘-is accumulative of pofitive , but
is not a privative.bn,'dzﬁm&iv@pawer; We therefore-
265 : move,
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move, That the liberty(which the Church hath from
hrift be not reftrained in ‘cafes of fuch extraordinary ne-
ceflity, as R eligion in all Places hath been and may be fub-
jettunto,the fafety of the Church being here the Supreme
Law , and the honourable Howfes of Parliament ; havin

their liberties inlarged, will be willing to inlarge the liber-

ties of Chrift and his Servants. And we defire, that as

they have in their wifdom ppointed certain times for the -

meeting of the inferior Aflemblies of the Church , they
may alfo be pleafed to appoint fixed times for the meeting
of the National Aflembly 5 otherwife what fhall becoma
of the mal-adminiftration of Provincial Synods, and of
appeals from them to the National Affembly > May not
Provincial Synods within a {hort time run into contrary
opinions and practices, and prefume upon a Provinecial Ta-
dcpendency to hold them without controle ? The Chri-
ftian Churches in all ages have ufed this asan ordinary and
neceflary mean for the Uniform fetling and preferving of
Religion and Piety, for cenfuring and purging out of he-
refies and errours » and removing of {candals fchifm, ty-
ranny, prophanenefle ; and fuch evils as by Divine Proyia
dence and prediion muft be, and would bring certain
deftru®tion and defolation upon Churches, if by this’
powerful remedy they were not cured or prevented.
There be divers other particulars in the Directions and
Ordinance of Parliament » asthe giving of the Sacrament
to fome perfons againt the confcicice ofthe Miniftry and
Elderfhip, con erning publick Repentance, and fuch like,
which by congrence or otherwife asthall feemgood to the
wifdom of the honourable Houfes, we would willinglyand
humbly offerto be examined, and with finall alteration
may give great fatisfaCtion > being confident , that ourli.
berty inwhat we have exprefied > will be taken ingood

part,
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parts Sithitis done by us(in ;erfuance of theends of the
Covenant,wherein asthe Parllament & Chutch of England
are bownd to endeavour the prefervation of the Govern-
ment and Dilcipline of the Church of Scotland , So are we
bound te endeavour the Reformation of the Difcipline
and Government in the Church of England and Ireland ac-
cording to the Word of God, and the example of the beft
Reformed Churches; And fith we have not for the pre-
fent, and we hope fhall never have for the future, what-
foever our adverfity or profperity may be, any other in-
tentions or defires, thenwe had and propofed in the begin:
ning, whenwefo folemnly entred in Covenant. :

Marchi26.. 1646..

The honourable Houfes having after nine months deli-
Beration framed and upon the Iaft of February delivered
unto us fome of the Propofitions of Peace; Upon the
1 éth of Mareh we returnedour Anfwer s in the clofewhere-
of we exprefled our earneft defires and readinefle to give
and receiveall brotherly fatisfaction concerning any diffe-
tences, and toconcurre with the Houfes in all fuch things
as upon a friendly debate fhould be found conduceable for
procuring andfetling a happy Peace.” Upon confideration
‘whereof , the Houfes appointed’ a Committee to meet
‘with us upon the 27thof March : but when we expected
‘that upon debate their’ Lordfhips fhould have concirred
“withus in finding out €xp :dieats for removing of alldif-
“ferences and reporting of the refult to both Houfes that
‘we micht come to a fpeedy agreement, they declared un-
-tous that they had onely power, to argue ‘with us, and
“were To ftrictly boundup’by the V_o,t'es,‘of the Houfes pun-
&ually to-adhere to every Propofition , that they hadno

: power
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‘power to confider of the( altg'nation of the leaft eircum-
ftance, though onelyas preparatory and in order to the
further confideration of the Houfes. When we have feri-
oufly thought upon this way of proceeding , the Propofi-
tions being the demands of both Kingdoms to be fentin

thenaime of both' as the beft means for feding,a -well-

grounded Peace; and in regard of the joynt intereft which
both Nations have in thematter and end of the Propofi-

tions,, and according to the Treaty made between the

Kingdoms, both ought to have their judgement and advice
inagreeing unto, and’ framing of the Propofitions ; we

- cannot but infift upon our former defire, That the honour-

able Houfes may be pleafed to authorize their Committee
to confer with us about the beft way and means for remo-
ving of our differences , to propofz expedients, and hear
what fhall be offered by us,.and report the refults to the

Houles,, that {o we may.come to a fpeedy agreement,

‘which (if we fhall meet with the like inclinations, aswe
fhall bring with us , being refolved as in. other things {o
eflpecially in the matter of the Militis for the full fecurity
ofithis Kingdom as of our own , togiveall poffible fatisfa-
¢ion {o far as may confift with our Covenant and publick
Declarations ). we hope may be by Gods affiftance in ve-
ry fhorttime effettuated. Whereas otherwife if we.fhall
{pend time in drawing upall our differences with the rea-
‘{ons thereof, to prefent in writingto the Houfes , receive
‘theiranfwers, and give inreplyes inlike manner., it muft
needs prove the lo%e of a.great deal of pretious time, ;may
~-in this conjuncture of affairs be of very dang erous\cgnf\e-
quence to both Kingdoms , and will retard ;ie {ending of
the Propofitions, the difpatch whereof for. many reafons,
wouud not be longer delayed , ef] pecially: fince we have {o
oftendeclared to the King, that they are. fpeedily: t? be
; ent,
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fent, gnd the %raf.}ting of them willbe an effectual means
for giving fatisfattion to both Kingdoms. This we have
|~ judged neceflary for usto offer as the moft expeditious way

for attaining thofe ends, and that we might clear our felves
before God and the world, that wehave negle&ted nomean
in our power, whichmay procurea {peedy Peace, defiring
much rather to come toa {peedy agreement by a friendly
conference, then with lofle of time to reckon up our diffe-
rences in writing , although ( if the pofture of affairs
would have admitted of delay)- we fhould have accounted
it our advantage firfk to have prefented to the Houfes in
writing the reafons for the difference of our judgement in

| the Points controverted.

Concerning the Propofition for Religion; When we
were ready to have debated with the honourable Commit-
teeupon the particulars communicated unto us by dire-
&ion of the Houfes upon that Propofition , their Lord-
fhips did acquaint us that they knew not whether it was
the intention of the Houfes to fend to the King the Ordi-
nances paft both Houfes, or tofend any other particulars ,
and that the Houfes themfelves were to be confulted here-
in. And therefore thatthe Propofition concerning Reli-
gion ( the fetling: whereof fhould be and is the ehicfelt

| of the defires of beth Kingdoms, and for which principal-
|lythey entred in folemn League and Covenant ) may with

a3 diftiné knowledge and as full affurance of the particu-
lars asis poffible,, bein Name of both Kingdoms deman-
ded of the King, and with knowledge granted by His Ma-
|jefty. And thataccording tothe joyntDeclaration of both

be eftablifhed upon 2

fure foundation for the prefent and future Generations;

i | g1 carneft defire is, that a Gommittee may be appointe

| with whom we may joyn for cgnﬁdcring

fuch Articles of
Refor-
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R eformation, and Uniformity of Church-government, as
are already agreed upon by both Houfes, that having
joynt confent they may be fit matter for the Propofition
of R eligion to be {ent to the Kings Majefty,with fuch other
matters of Church government, as we conceive may be |
concludedin aday or two , they being long fince offered
to the Houfes, and wherein there canbe litele difficulty,
and the one and the other may be formed up inaMethod
for a Model of Uniformity in Church-government. :
“Without this agreement in particulars-of Church-go=
vernment, as well as in the Directory of Worlhip and Con-
feffion of Faith,we are not anfwerable toourCovenant;our
ingagements and all our labours and fufferings are in vaine;
the very long confultations of the Divines of both King-
doms are fruitlefle 5 the great expectation not onely of the |
€hurch of Easgland; but of'all the R eformed Churches, is
fruftrated 5 we fhall not know what to an{wer to the.
Church and Kingdem of S"wtla»d; which will net be fatis-
fred, nor fecured in their Religion with Generals; nor
can we finde any ground to fatisfie our own reafon for
fendinga general Propofition of Rcligion to the King:
And therefore we ftill defire the honourable Houfes i
their wifdom to expede us of this difficulty , That the Pro-
pofitions may be with all fpeed brought to'a comfortable
and harmonious conelufion: . ! ; i

- Ayril 6. 16460
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