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LEITTER I

Lilla Edet.

Dear Sir

We arrived here all safe last night, In
“my opinion, I cannot better employ this
“very charming moining, than to give you

a description of my journey.

Travelling in Sweden is very expedi-
tious, after having despatched a horse, a
‘few hours before your depariure, in order
to bespeak horses to be in readiness for
the other stages of your journey; which
is here called travellingwithaForebud.

We left Gothenburg at 3 o’clock ye-
sterday, The Gota-elf accompanies the




traveller the greatest part of this road,
“and the hillous and rocky landscape round
the town, was soon found greatly altered
to its advantage, more cultivated and fer-
tile. In the neighbourhood of Gamle-
staden (the old town), the road goes by
a sugarhouse, and several small villas with
handsome gardens, sloping down to a ho-
spital of lunatics. The roads in this coun-
itry-are not wnfrequently barricaded with
~gates, which are generally attended by
schildren or old people, who expect a pit-
tance for opening them, The first draft
upon my charity, was at the gate of the
said hospital, to a poor blind man, You
“know, I am always a sentimental traveller.

Lerje, a couniry seat, charmingly
eituated, soon presented its beautiful park
“to our view. Determined not to yield to
“its Gnviting allurements, ‘which mew a-
spdinsivapivded me-oft aistery of aryoung
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man, who, charmed with its heauties,
wished only for a cottége on it, and in the
course of a few years he, by industry and
-application in mercantile pursuits, acqui-
red as much, as made him the happy pos-
sessor of the whole. — 1T resolved to
imitate his example, not doubting but by
thesame means T might arrive at thesame
point. While 1 was thus amusing myself
with imaginary schemes, an exclamation
of . What’s the matter?”” from myfellow-
“traveller abruptly put an end to my re-
verie, and brought me to my recollection, .
and I found our carriage at a stand, the
horses being unable to remove from the
spot, The driver, a little boy about 14,
did not spare his whip or his oaths, of
:which he had for his age a select assort-
ment in store; but to no purpose. T ex-
postulated, but in vain. I found that pa-
‘tience was the onlycure for the evil, which

sremedy. I alco-recommerded 1o~ zops-




panion, who was disposed to be a little

peevish, Having approved of his eloquent
eulogy on the post-horses of Gothenburg;
which I had no reason to reclaim, I asked
the boy, why his horses would not go on.
He gave no immediate answer, but broke
out in this soliloquy: Villain! this is
the third time you have played me this
‘trick, but I shall take care, that it shall
not be again repeated.” — To amuseour-
selves, we asked for an explanation, and
_he answered with the utmost simplicity:
«No doubt, Gentlexﬁen, said he, you ob-
served the boy standing behind the hedgé,
.which we this moment passed.” — We
had observed him. — , Well, I gavehim
anod, and a hearty good day.” — Yes,
you did so. — .In return for this civility,
that rogue has bewitched my horses,” —
Bewitched your horses? exclaimed my
companion quickly, — . Yes, said he, and
this is the third time,” ~ We indulged
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ourselves in a laugh at the credulity of
the poor child, but conceiving the easiest
and mostready way of dispelling the charm,
was to relieve the poor miserable ponies
from our weight, we alighted. T took
hold of my companion’s arm : ,‘Cbme, said
I, let us take a turn in the park — and
my good boy, look that you can persuade
your horses to mieet us with the carriage
at the hottom of the hill,”>

In these serpentine paths, under the
solemn shadew of these lofty trees, what
an inexhaustible stuff for my sentimental
hobby-horse! But — I could give no soar
to my imagination, now big with the acei-
dence, trifling as it was. - A beautiful
place this, a fine garden, somewhat in the
English stile, Sir!’> These exclamations
were the only topick of our conservation,
and the sight of our carriage through the
openings of the soattered trees, our most




sanguine delight for the moment, None,
but he, who hasiravelled aftera bewitched
horse, can partake in our feelings.

We reached Lahall without incon-
venience, .‘This place has nothing inviting
10 the traveller, and he, who tarties the
least in it, is certainly best off. We
changed horses in a few miinutes, and set
off for Kattleberg, The road between
this place and Lilla Edet is hilly; but
not uninteresting for a traveller charmed

in' the' beauties of nature;  Everywhere
the landscape is agreeably diversified by
hill and dale; on one side you have high
mountainsy feathered with firs and pines;
on the other terrible precipices; which
terminate in afertile valley, through which
thé G'6t haelf, gliding gently and silent-
1y, asdn ancient wise, darts her silver-arms

round the dispersed, small, picturesque .
islands, and disappears, like the shep-
herdess among the shrubs, for the sear-




ehing: looks-of her shepherd, in. order, to;
surprise him. again the more agreeably,
Finally the estate of Hanestrdm is dls~
covered.in a fertile plam, just such as the
proportlon of the plcture will have it.

I don’t know — and, to be sure, I
will never know,it — how many thousands.
worth I should be, to travel this road
sitting in my carriage.

We walked up and down hill, The
sun was setting, and Virgil’s ,Cantantes
minus via leedet” remembered me of
my dear Thomson, the constant pocket=
companion on all my travels. I wanted
to give a vent to my full heart, and T
could not help repeating his praise of Phir
losophy, the beauties of which never had
proved so charming to me. as nowe

«Withthee, serene Philosopy, with thee,
And thy bright garland, let me crown my

song




Effusive source of evidence, and truth:
A lustre shedding o’er th’ ennobled mind,

Stronger than summer-noon; and pure as
that,

Whose mild vibrations sooth the parted
soul,

New to the dawning of celestial day,
Hence through her nourish’d powers, en-
Iarg’d by thee,
She springs aloft, with elevated pride,
Above the tangling mass of low desires,
That hind the fluttering crowd ; and, an-
gel-wing’d,
'I’he helghts of science-and of virtue gainsy
Where all is calm and clear; ; with nature
' round,
Or in the starry regions, or th’abyss, .
‘To reason’s and to fancy’s cye display’d :
The fixst up-tracing, from the dreary

void,

)
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The chain of causes.and effecis ‘to [Him,
The world-producing Essence ; who aloné.
Possesses being; while the last receives

The whole magnificence of heaven and
earth,

And every beauty, delicate or hold,
Obvious or more remote, with livelier sense,
Diffusive painted on the rapid mind,
Tutor’d by thee, hence Poetry exalts
Her voice to ages; and informs the page
With music, image, sentiment, and
thought,
Never to dle' the treasure of mankind!
Their highest hgnour, and their truest joy!
Without thee what were unenlighten’d
o man;
A savage roammgg t}nough the woods and
wilds,

In quest of prey; and w1th th'unfashmn’d
fur




Rough-clad ;- devoidiof- every finer axt,.
And elegance: of life.. Nor happiness
Domestic, mix’d of tenderness and care,;
Nor moral excellence,, nor social. hliss,,
Nor guardian law were his; nor various
skalli
To turn- the furrow, or-to guide the tool
Mechanic";‘n:olx‘»fﬁe"heave'n'-cunduct'ed’ prow
Of navigation bold’, that fearless braves
The burning line, or dares the wintry
pole;
Mother severe of infinite delights!
Nothing, save rapine, indolence, and guile,
And woes on woes; a still-revolving'trainé
Whose horrid circle had made humanlife
Than non-existence worse : but, taught by
thee, !
Qurs are the plans of policy and peace;

To live like brothers, and conjunctive alf

B i
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Embellish- lifes While thus' laboxious

. : crowds.
Ply the tough oar,. Philosophy: directs. .

The ruling-helm;.orlike the libexal breath

Of potent heaven,. invisible,.. the.sail.

Swells out, ‘and- bearsi th’ inferior world
~along.

.- Nox to this evanescent speck of earthr .

Poorly confin'd, the radiant tracts on high-
Are her exalted range; intent to gaze

Creation throughj - and, from that full
complex
Of never-ending wonders,. to conceive

Of the Sole Being right, who sp oke the
i BLl

And Nature mov’d‘complet‘g. ”Withinﬁard
view ,

Thence on th’ ideal kingdom swift she turns

Her eye; and instant, at her powerful
glance,




Th’ obedient phantoms vasnih or appear;
Compound, divide, and into order shift,
Each to his rank, from plain perception up
To the fair forms of fancy’s fleeting train :
To reason then, deducing truth from truth j
And notion quite abstract; where first he«
gins
The world of spirits, action all, and life
Unfetter’d, and urmixt. But here the
cloud,
So wills Eternal Providence, sits deep,
Enough for usto know that this dark state,
In wayward passions lost, and vain pursuits,
This Infancy of Being, cannot prove
The final issue of the works of God,
By boundless love and perfect wisdom
: ' form’d,

" And ever rising {with the rising mind,

-3
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We reached this place (I: illa Edet)
at 10 o’clock last night. We supped on
delicious salmon. Our accommodations
were good, and our landlord reasonable.
Here are falls, which obstruct the naviga-
tion; but the industry and art of man has
overcome it, and rendered the navigation
practicable by a sluice, and converted the
falls into use, by erecting thereon valuable
saw mills, — Opposite to this place is a
country - seat called Strdém, situated on
an eminence, commanding a view of Ede v
and its falls. Adjoining itisa pretty forest,
agreeably laid out inserpentinewalks. On
a knowl in the midst of its shades, lies
entombed its former owner. On a pillar
is an urn, dedicated to his memory, and at
it, asI was told, the peasants yearly meet

to commemorate the manyj virtues of the
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deceased; and a belief that his heart is
_enhalmed therein, adds not a'little to, their
fervor,

The horses are ready, Manum e
tabula! ~ Adien!

EEETER 1T
Trollhéttan.
Dear Friend!
Now I have seen Trollhédttan. Yes,
I have seen that miracle of nature and art,

singular in its kind, and, perhaps, unri-
valled throughout the globe, .

I shall not describe it to you; for in-

deed T cannot. To delineate the truly aw-
“ful locality of Trollhéttan, would
baffle the powers of poetic fancy, &nd mock
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tthenainter’s daringrpencil. T can only af-
P ¥

‘ford you:a faint idea of “its characteristic

“features, -and even that will be found
rarduous, «Come,  and: see it, -and:you will
-applaud’ my modesty.

Having made a hearty breakfast at
‘ILLilla Edet, we left it at 10 o’clock
this morning, and reached Forss at half
past 11. The road passes through a rich,
but uninteresting campaign. Our conver-
sasion was of an oeconomical tendeny, in
consequence of the benefits resulting from
the stream at Edet, O Britannia! —
exclaimed my companion — how highly
~would you value every drop of water in

_these falls! Certainly you would make all
_these lLieaps of sawdust into as many heaps

of gold.”” Subscribing to the old Swedish
rproverh: Whenit rains down milk, the poor

. has no spoon,’” Isilently dropped the theme,

and would not have rementioned it ‘no.(‘ir,




if I were not anxious to display to you, what
an able minister of state I might possibly
be, if His Majesty should be pleased to
jnvest me with that honor, which, you
know, is as distant from me as the mitre
and the slipper of the Pope of Rome.

Very poorly accommodated at Forss,
and not a bit better at Gerdhem, al-
though it promised something more, we
submitted to our fate, comforting our de-
pressed spirits with the sublime thought :
.We are on the road to Trollhdttan.”

And now we reached Trollhéttan.
. The noise of the waters had long saluted
our ears in a thundering, but pleasing har-
mony, We alighted at the tavern, un-
‘packed our luggage, and set out imme-
diately for our walk with an old man,
who begged in a modest manner — he had

heen a clergy-man,’ and seen, better days
— to be our Cicerone,, '
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Having crossed the canal by a draw-
bridge, and passed some saw-mills, we
found ourselves in a few seconds at the
upper falls.

I could not approach them without
feeling with the Bard of the Seasons, for

----- «swift-shrinking back,
I check’d my steps, and view’d the bro-

ken scene.”’

Here — what shall T write you? —

Here the massy river, imprisoned
within her adamantine banks, rolls still
and clear, and as her prison-walls contract,
she forms a billowy surface like the rest-
less sea, when undisturbed by tle ruffling
blast, or like the bearded rye, when spor-
ting in the westering breeze. Smooth to

- the rugged verge, the massive flood stalks

stately on, when all at once the impe-
tuous torrent pours headlong down the
Yawning cliffs in thundering bounds;, and

2




ever the country far and wide sends forth

a ceaseless din.

Suppose to yourself a vast body of
water , bursting over a rude precipice of
26 feet precipitation, obliged to embrace
the little, with the sylvan pine delight-
fully tufted, island Gullén, in the midst
of its impetuos course, and you will say:
Tt cannot proceed in a more peaceable
manner.

Can this now give youan idea of the
i’alls of Gulld and Nolstrém?

We measured back our steps, passing
one of the boldest enterprises of man, the
smound Kafledammen, a mill and a
few saw-mills, and comie to the lock of
Tkeblad, which constitutes part of the
elder plan of rendering Trollhéittan na-
vigable, 'Being told by ourGicerone, that
this sheet of water, which precipitates
itself, not destitute of sublimity, down in
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'
'

the artificial pit of the rock, could not
bear any comparison with that in the lock
of Polhem, we repassed the mills, and
a few scattered cottages, went along two
small wooden bridges, and came to the
fall of Topp &, the grandest and most su-
blime of those that honour Trollh&t-
tan.

We seated ourselves on a wooden
bench, called Kungssoffan, on the
very brink of the cataract — An unwary
step would in a moment have extinguished
the lamp of life. Here the sublime felt
her inmost‘force, struck dum with asto-
nishment, she downwards cast her eye, .
and viewed the ruptured scene; then looked
askance, and eyed the fractured wave from
Gulldn’s smoky flanks roll her wrathful
surge, and raging over the scattered rocks,
lashes her lofty banks with lavish Iove:
then gathering all herstrength, she scorns
restraint, and leaping T op pé’s lofty cliffsr

2.0




she thunders down the gaping schism in aw-
ful shoots, and trembles from her lowest
bottom ; then springs aloft, and wounds
high heaven in a cloud of foam. To add
to the natural sublimity of the scene, a
large float of timber approached the fall.
As soon asit had gaind the first verge, swift
as the passing wind, it tumbled down,
and thundering on the bottom-rocks, it
raised a dreadful din. In contemplating
this scene’, my own feeling suggesied to
me ‘the admirable passage of Shakes-
pear:

— — 1’11 Took no more 2

Lest my brain turns, and the deficient
sight

Topple down headlong.””

In themiddle of the fall, a hugerock
.boldly exhibits his wrinkled front, while
down his scaly sides the tortured waters
rage.  The fall on the other side of it, is
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called Tjuffallet (the cataract of the
robbers). Tradition has handed down a
tale to posterity, that on the other side
of the river there has heen a cave ox
grotto, in which a band of robbers con-
cealed themselves. = A secret.path gave
access to it, difficult to find, and still
more dangerous to explore. Chance, how-
ever, the common discoverer of crimes,
opened a way to this sequestered retreat.
A peasant girl, whom the robbers had
taken in one of their excursions, obtained
leave to fetch a sheave ofcorn to them, un-
der repeated menaces ofheing put to death,
if she either deserted them, or disclosed
their lurking place. The girl was as good
as her word; she returned with their re-
quest, without mentioning a word|/about
the cave; hut under her wayflhome she
dropt a siraw here and there, so thatfhy
this guidance tLerchbers were secured, and
met their merited doom.
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‘We again passed the two small wooden
bridges, and traced up a small footpath
over a steep hill, and came to Jitte-
grytan (the pot of the giants). In this
rocky excavation, somewhat in the form
of a niche, several royal personages and
respectable characters have written their
names, which have since been cut out in
the rock. We ascended by means of a
wooden staircase, and proceeded te the
sluice of Polhem.

A considerable sheet of water of aérial
blue precipitates itself, and foaming winds
its way beneath a subterraneous vault of
venerable aspect, cut out of the adaman-
tine rock by the chisel of art. It is, per-
haps, the most bold of its kind in Europe.

The sun had spent his meridian rage,
and in his western car he looked askance
the falling water. This sight was truly

grand. The beams, reflected upon the




vapour; emitted from the falls; engendé=
red the inimitable beauties of the rainbow
= but §

----- ,‘who can paint
Like nature? Can imagination beast,
Amid its gay creation, hues like hers?’

From this point of view, and only

. from this, you may conceive an idea af the

truly great and bold in the plan of Pol-
hem, whieh the lover of'art and nature
must ever regret failed in its execution. —
The hight of this sluice is parallel with
the falls of Stampestrém and Toppo.
At the side of these cataracts, Polhem
would have had the sluiced placed. What .
a coup doeil! what a contrast!

At the foot of a steep rock to the
left, we were conducted to the utmost eédge
of the precipice, and from thence we saw
the lower canal; and the vault ofPelhem’s




sluice, perforated through the very rock:
We climbed afterwards up and down to .
the other side to the left, and on a mostly
unbeaten track over pieces of rocks, we
hastened our steps towards a place, where

a dismal, loud noise, and a thick foam

mixed with smoke, announced the pre-

sence of the above mentioned fall of Stam-
pestrdm. This cataract is unequal to

any of the above described, less striking

by a visible height than by its even surface,
occasioned by its running over rounded
smooth cliffs, and by the immense mass

of foam, into which it is transformed, and

which almost in a horizontal direction

flows away to a great distance, and seems
finally to terminate quite steady.' Below
this{fall, the flood is more exiended, by

which the Hojomavarp is formed; but

being soon {contracted again, three falls -
by this means are contrived, and called
Helvetesfallen (the, cataracts of the
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hell); more terrible to the name as in'the
reality itself.

We again climbed up on the staircase,
and bent our course, as if we were toleave
the whole scene behind us, by way of the
side of the Olida house to the Olida

hala. Here a new sight met our eyes.

I an everlasting whirl number of blocks
danced around, which on good luck are
sent down from the shores of Venern
(Vener lake), to help themselves , as well
as they can, through Tollhdttan to
Gb6theborg.

Fatigued by walking, and oppressed

by the heat of the sun, we took shelter

in a kind of summerhouse, on a declivity
near Olidahdala,

Here a vast amphitheatre opens to
view, The whole of the falls, Flott-
berg’s excepted, stand disclosed; the
mills, the little islands tufted with shrub-




bery, the surrounding cottages cutting
the river in two, here and there a boat-

mast suspended, as it seems, in the air;-
farther up cultivated fields, and to crown

all, the lofty summits of Halleberg

and Hunneberg, clothed in acoat of

pine, wound high heaven with their spis

ral pride.

We followed our Cicerone; who
conducted us over hill and dale tothe locks
of the new eanal.

Here a varied scene again presented
itself. The sublime looses itself in the
simple. Every sense was pleased, The
raptured eye, impatient of delay, hurried
on the enchanting prospect, and the ear,
no less charmed with the vocal lay chan-
ted from a neighbouring arbour.

Indeed all nature was gay. The lim-
pid river stole gently on, undisturbed by
the smallest breeze; or ruffling curve, safé
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where the sporting Naiades played. On
the opposite bank just facing the locks,
stands a little villa delightfully situated
on a rising ground, and gently sloping to .
the ‘river’s verge; enamelled with the
flowery trihes, and shaded with thesprea-
ding bows of the royal forester.

The locks are eight in pumber. The
late King, when passing here with his royal
consort, was graciously pleased to name
them, as follows:

I Nordvall,

II. Trollh8tte Direktion,

IIT. Chalmers & Bagge,

IV. Hertig Carl,

V. Prins Gustaf,

VI. Sophia Magdalena,

VII. Fredrika Dorotea Wilhel-
mina, ;

VIIL. Gustaf Adolph,




As you have, I suppose, but a faing
idea of the manner of constructing locks,
and the mode of working them, permit
me to delineate the ahove mentioned. We
happened to reach the spot just as a boat,
or what is ealled a Venersjaks (a vessel
of a particularstructnre for carrying goods
from the lake Venern through Trollhit-
tan to Gétheborg) should pass. We went
on hoard, and all the locks were opened
from top to bottom. Having entered the
lowest lock, it was immediately shut af-
ter us, and an aperture, = or. a kind, of
chink, opened at the hottom of the suc:
ceeding lock, through which the water
forced its way with the utmost rapidity.
We felt the vessel gradually rising till
the waters were on a level with them in
the other lock, the gates of which then
were opened withoutany resistance, (which
before that moment would have baffled
everyjeffort of power and strength in man),
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and the vessel helped in.  The lock was
again shut, and the vessel went through
thesame process as before, and so on, till
she gained the highest lock,; then winds
her way along the unruffled canal.

From this point the whole of the locks
can be seen at one glance. The locks are
each twenty two feet broad, six and a half
feet deep, and one hundred and twenty
feet long. The mountain out of which
they are excavated, must inspire every
beholder with high ideas of the inventive
genius and executional power of man, who,
though weak in himself, teaches nature
to obey, and tames her in her rudest form.
— We landed here, and returned, by de-
scending a small staircase, to view the
phenomenon once more.. We passed a
narrow footway, railed in on the one
hand, and on the other bounded and ar-
ched over with rocks rising above rocks,
beautifully dreadful, seemingly ready to




crush us to atoms. On the eminence of

the loftiest rock we ohserved preperations
for erecting an everlasting ‘monument to
the honor of Mr. Nordwvall, that cele-
brated mechanician, who directed and fi-
nished that part of the new canal, called
Trollhdttan. — The canal goes for-
wards from the lock to the little lake
Akersjd, from which it makes an obli-
que angle, and passing on the Customhouse,
forms a kind of hasin, where vessels en-
ter, in order to pay their duty. A little
higher up is adock, called after its foun-
der, the Right Honorable Baron von Pla-
ten, and which is of great utility for -
refitting vessels. The canal continues its

usual dimensions, having here and there
inlets, that vessels may pass each other.
It ends or, if you please, commences at
a draw-bridge near Kafledammen.
This then is Trollh4dttan, highly
distinguished for its natural and artificial




grandeur, and may, without paying a
compliment to the country of Sweden, be
reckoned the grandest phenomenon of its
kind. If the falls of Niagara are more
copious: those of Trollhittan are more
sublime; if those of Switzerland are a
master-piece of nature : those of Trollh§t-
tan claim that of nature and art together.
bz naBut I shall také my leave of Troll-
hittan with the words of a celebrated
Poet :

= - - - .We wondering see

From luxuriant nature up to nature’s

God.”
I am &ec.

NB. Theword Trollh&ttan is veryold,
and translated by some the cap of
the devil, and by others the dan-
gersofthe devil, intimating dan-
ger or hazard to approach them.




EE T T ER TI1
Venershorg.
Dear Friend! ‘

I left with reluctance this morning the
enchanting ground of Trollhéttan.
The noise of the distancing falls still
reechoed in my ears. When reality ceased,
imagination took up the tale, exhibiting
in all their charms the rural wildness of
Gulld, and the majestic boldness of
Toppaod.

Having satisfied you, I believe, to
the full, respecting the descriptive beauties
of Trollh&ttan, I presume it will bhe
found no less interesting to trace its hi-
storical epochs from its first founder to
its present state of grandeur and magni-
ficence.

The first, who formed the bold de-
sign of opening a communication hetween
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the North Sea and the Baltic, was the

illustrious Gustavus I. The ingenious.
monarch, seeing the Swedish commerce
much annoyed by the Danes in passing the
Sound, adressed in an ever memorable
speech his diet, assembhled at Stockholm
in the year 1526. He proposed to huild

Lodesd (now called G8theborg) at the

mouth of Gétha-elf, to protect the com-
merce on the west, and from thence to

cut a canal across the country to Stock-

holm, led by the lakes Venern, Hjel-

marn and Milarn. The orders, astoni-

shed at the novelty and greatness of the.
undertaking, were unable of conceiving

the advantage, that would arise, or the

possibility of accomplishing the great de-

sign. After a few weak efforts on the part

of the diet, it fell entirely off, and Gu-

stavus, engagedin more pressing matters,

contented himself with building the above

mentioned city. :
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His son; Eric XIV;, was an unfor-
tunate prince; but ‘highly distingunished
for his natural endowments. History has
charged him with some crimes, shocking
o humanity; yet to do‘justice to his me=
mory, even these were committed’ at a
peériod ; when his 'mind was under a cala-
shitots (derangenient, occasioned by the
troubles ‘and'commotions; excited in his
yeigii These unhappy circumstances pre-
véuted him frompushing on the workwith
ardour’; he, however; built the-castle of
Elfsborg at thé mouth of ‘the -Gbtha~
elfl : :

" The bigoted reign of John III, af-
fovds scarce a siigle instance: of his love

to hisnative country. i

His brotlier, Charles IX, pratroni-
zedy amidst his-acts of severity , many un=
dertakings worthy a monarchy and-among:-
these the ifoundation of several'towns, and
the digging of the Carlsgraf, although
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the Trollh&tte-canal made little pi’dgress
under his reigua. .
Gwustavis’Adolphus astorished
the world by ‘the grandeut of his militdry
exploits, and’rdised ‘thé Swedish ‘military
glory high in the estitmation of Eiiropé:.
Yet these prowesses; though brilliant in
themselves, had no influence on our pres
sent subject, - whieh-r.e;;ed as it'was, en~
tirely forgottem, : :
During the mlnorl‘ty of Christina,
the work wss carried on with ardour, and
two locks constructed at Lilla: Edet; on'a
model taken from Holland. 8he ascended
the throne, and Tro]lhéttan as many other
works of public ‘utility, w‘astotally neglec-
ted! - 'A‘plan’ was' presented o her by thé
engineer K'ruse; but to'no purpose. The
projector’s name is still’ preserved in'K'rus
sensvig “(the’ rdad of ‘Kruse), whfdh
goes from tHe gualph’ of V‘as sbb‘tt e n”to
Akerstrgmiv o5

3.




It is with regret that I cannot allow the
name of that generous and illustrious hero
a place in my piesent subject. He was
succeeded by his son,

Charles XI, the father of Swedish

legislature and economy. Having restored
pedce and tranquillity to the nation, ha-
rassed by a long and bloody war, he be-
gan the cutting of Trollh&ttan with
ardour; but a lingering illness, the cause
of which is not known, put an end to the
life of this illustrious prince.

His Son,' © h arles Xﬂ', the Alexan-,

der of the North, pleased with what was .

great and magnificent, and ambitious of
t1ansmitting his name to posterity, preg-

nant with these great and glorious actions
that immortalize man, found in Troll-
h&ttan aproper subject for his highspi-

. Her successor was Charles X Gu~
stavusy the flower of Swedish chivalry.,
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rit of undertaking, and avidity of fame. The
time, however, was infavorable; the finan-

“ces of the realm were drained to the d‘regs:,

and the country almost depopulated, under
that warlike and heroic reign. ‘Aboutthis
time arose the famous ’Po'klhem', the fd-
ther of Swedish mechaniém. He presented
aplantotheKingofnotonlycutting Tro11-
héttan, but opening a communication
between the North Sea and the Baltic;

~which plan, though it met the royal sane-

tion, 'yet, we are sorry to say, was found
impracticable to accomplish. What re-
mains of this arduous undertaking, still
immortalizes Trollhattan, and will con-
tinue to do so, till nature herself shall
change. -— TlLe untimely death of the hero-
ic Charles, disannulled Polhem’s en-
gagements. His son presented to the or-
ders in 1747 another plan, which being
approved of, the management of the work
was cousigned over to the Counts Tessin




and Ekeblad *).
_with pleasure the venerableold Polhem,
who, though near his ninetieth. year of

We here name, again

.age, and unable to attend in person, affor-
.ded them unspeakable assistance by his
_wise and sagacious counsels.

- A subscription was immediately ope-
ned, and the Crown subscribed 50,000
‘dollars silver, the whole expence being
_estimated at 200,000 dollars. ' The locks
were to be excavated out of the rock, con-
_formably tothe planof Polhem, leaving
a natural arch, through which the vessels
:should pass, by lowering their masts. Af-
-zer four years labour, the canal was made
inavigable from' Venersborg to Troll-
-hittan.  But here the gordian knot was
“met with. =~ In order to facilitate the cut-
tingof thelock of E keblad, the celebrate

/ #) From Count Ekeblad one of the
.0ld sluices derives its name.

4
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.dike or mole of Kafvelstr6m was con-
-structed. An attempt of the like nature,

to turn asidethe Presteskedsfall (falls
of the priest’s spoon), and to constrain
their course through those of Gulld and
Nolstrdm, wasto he effected by casting
a parabolic arch over the stream, which,
although it lost its desired effect through
improper management, reflects no little

honor on the hold and inventive genins of

its immortal projector, Polhem.
Thesuperintendency ofthe above men-
tioned mole, which from the island of

‘Malgon tothe continent, was 240 feet

long, and 30 feet high, was given to W i~

man, a famous mechanician (K on st m §-

stare), who finished ‘it in a stile, that
does honor to histalent and memory. From
the good effects of this ingenious labour,
the lock of Ekeblad was finished, asalso
that of Polhem, except the: gates, ex-
actly as it is still to.be seen, — Another




‘mole at Flottherg was also necessary.
This work, the worst of all, was underta-

ken and finished by the able Wiman, af-

‘ter an arduous labour from the year 1751
‘11l 17555 but alas! sic transit gloria
‘mundi — the very moment, that Wi-
‘man was to reap the fruits of all his la-
‘bour, and to receive what was justly his
due, the reiterated applause of Lis coun-

“try, all was lost in a twinkling. Eﬁvy,
"more cruel than the impetuous river he
had to deal with, in one night, a sad and

istormy September-night, destroyed the
‘whole work, and burried all his hope, glory
-and ambition, with nine of the unfortu-
‘mate workmen, in the devouring element.
This act of wickedness was accomplis-

hed, by casting into the river a little above

the upper-falls, goo dozen of large planks,

‘notwithstanding the Xing’s prohibition

against attempts of every description, that
“might prove hurtful to the work or work-




41

men at Trollhdttan, The mole re-
ceived their repeated attacksfor a conside-

“rable time, but at length gave way. —

This misfortune was sufficient to drop the
work, and dismiss the unfortunate Wi-
man, who, conscious of his own integrity,

‘and undeserved disgrace, died of grief

shortly after the accident, deserving a bet-
ter fate, and a better return from his un-
grateful country.

In 1757 a new plan was devised by

‘Thunberg, and finished by Solberg.
“This plan was much thesame with that,

which succeeded it, and indeed, I think,
it is difficult to say, wether the deviations
from the former can claim the title of

‘economy or genius. I shall not presume
to decide it. — In order to helptodefray

the expences, a lottery was instituted in

<1762, which had a very salutary effect;

the plan, however, like all the precee-
ding, went a certain length, and thenstop-




ped. The same plan was again revived in
the late reign. The present Monarch, then
Prince Regent, accompanied- his royal
nephew, GustavusAdolphus, on his
_tour through Sweden. - During their stay
at G8theborg, the cuttingof Trollhdt-
tan was again revived; certain proposals
were laid before His Majesty, and thesame
.being committed to the inspection ofa Com-
mittee chosen at Stockholm, they gave a
preference to the plan founded on the prin-
ciples of Thunberg, leaving the others
aswe now see them, everlasting monuments
of the daring and inventive mind of man,

This plan of the canal, as it now is,
was executed by levelling, and the expen-
ces defrayed by subscription. . About a
month after the commencement of the plan,
the Trollh&tte-Direction was for-
med, and obtained a royal patent. In the

space of a fortnight 765,200 Rixdollars
were raised in Stockholm, Gotheborg and
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‘Christinehamn. - The. work -was carried
on with promptitude, under the indefati-
gableeye of Mr. Nordwall, and.Augqs:t
ast.; 1800y the finst vessel passed Troll-
héttan amidst peals of :?applause. ' This
bold effort of human genius and. p‘erseve—
rence accomplished in six years what a cen-
tury and a ‘half had hitherto been unable
to atchieve. The persons to whom Swe-
den ought ever to look'up to with an eye
of grateful acknowledgement for this cele-

.brated work, are Baron von Platen, Ba-

ron Silverskdld, Mr. Bagge, Mr.

Damm, Mr. Andersson, Sir William
‘Chalmers, Mr. Sharp, all of them

trustees of the Trollhitte-Direction, and
Mr. Swedenstjerna.

The whole expence of this underta-
king amounted to R:d. 358,088, a mere
trifle, when we consider the magnitude of
the enterprise.




The canal is 22 feet broad, and 61
feet deep. Much is said abeut the dimen-
sions; I decline giving my opinion on this
subject: Ishallonly observe that the gene-
‘ral objection is, it is on too small a scale
and if the Swedes were to depend entirely
upon the canal in bearing their commerce
from the North Sea to the Baltic, the de-
fect, no doubt, would be materially felt : but
when completed, evenaccording to its pre-
sent dimensions, it will do immortal honor
-to the kingdom of Sweden, and hand down
.to ithe lowest posterity the iliustrious
names of its projectors and executors.

I will conclude my long letter with
the words of an English traveller on this
subject: ?’The canal of Trolllidttan
may jusily be considered as,in some respects,
characteristical of the Swedish nation ; for
it represenis them as they are, prone to
‘the conception of grand enterprises, and
distinguished by mechanical invention. As
a work of art, and of bold and persevering
design, it is not too much to say, that it
is the first in the world.”

I am &c.:




DESCRIPTION OE THE MAP,

GOTHA-BELF

This river rises in the province of Her-
jeddalen, under the 22 degr. 20 min., flows
into the lake F 4 mun d in Norway, pursu:
ing its course through this Kingdom, un-
der the name of Frysel-Elven, to the
frontiers of Vermeland, which it washes
under the appellation of Clar-elfven,
till it communicates with Venern. Leaving
this lake; it receives the name of G3tha-
elf, and communicates at G6theborg
with the Kattegat, after a course of 64 Swe-
dish miles.” At 1% m. from Venersho rg
it forms that cluster of islands » which are

known under the joint name of Troll~

héittan. ‘
22 Theroad fromGSétheborgtoTroll- |
h&ttan runs paralel whith this river, as |
marked on the map, viz




[

Lehall- .- .« :
Kattleberg . . 1%
Yilla Bdet %) . 33
Forss.i & -.4 I
Gerdhiem: .. 7
Trollhiftaw . 1

Total ‘8% Sw! m:

Aniother road on tlie other side of the
river, is ‘also marked- on thé /"m'é'l.')', vfz"td
Kongelf> m., Hede 1%, 'Bick 7
nien 11, Sollum $, Norra Intafran (Aker-
strom) 1 Sw. 'mile, where the river is cross-
ed in'small hoats to Trollhittan.

__TROLLHATTAN.

A the fall of Gulls.
B the fall ofTopp& 5
C the fall of StampestrSm.

z J‘m from hence te Kattleberg hesKarra,
“where on the road to Got'heborg hor-
ses must the ¢hanged.




DDD the falls of hell (Helvetesfallen), -
E-Flottbergstrom.
B F Halan.
; G Hakanshamn,
. H Hojomavarp.
I Olidebala.’
K the lock of Ct.' Ekeblad:
L the lock of Polhem.
M ihe locks of Elvius.
N Flottbergsdammer.
N Kafveldammens:
PPP the new Canal. Length from Kafvel-
dammen to 4
Q Akersjd 6600 feet, and the smallest
breadth 22, and depth 10 feet.
R Akersherget, ‘in which 5 locks are cut,
dipping 72 feet.
S Akersdal.
‘T 3 locks constructed of hewen stones, dip-
ping 40 feet, The whole sinking from
e~ Kafledammen to Akershvass is 112 feet.
F U Inlets.
V- The hasin‘at Olida.«




% a Demi-lock. When this is locked, the.
water in the canal and the 5 upper-.
sluices can be let out.

Y a Draw-bridge.

7 thenew road.

a the Inn (G4astgifvaregirden).

b Olida-tavern (Virdshus).

¢ Akershemman, farms.

d Akershvass.

e Ladingplaces (Lastagep latsar).

£ a wooden bridge, now removed.

g Ground parcelled out for houses.

Gro. LoweGReN, Printer. G8theborg 1813+
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