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R mes ; Prm‘-
~~"=arid W.t{ ons oF men, as theyaré
Sers of 3h.0u on-wealch-or world}y
dom Conccxm ich matters , 1 thinkeit not
%lawfullforn;}@o gh;c crpole Jrg ;ud%cn;cn}t);n }tlhc
ul it ardst e fartherthen
P A&w‘?m th-com mridcdjkoﬁn F;évper.r till'8. o
x sz 2.2. & Tit. 1?"5‘1‘1“ reafons why, Icon-
“geive, it not lawfull e, are thefe. :
Firfty, Iiéuewml,awcu{m%f Gadlor.man obli ;@jg
me to meddle with fuch matcers By mcerpoﬁno my
udgcmcntconcerm: thcm in the pul pit: and if no Law
either ckpr?ﬂy comimanding , or’ a good inference
warranting this mtcnmcdlmo can bc {hcw@d’ ;T under-
ftand not how it tcanbe countcd lawfull for any {o tado.

‘Secondly, 1 finde @ Law, boch of - God and Man

fekbjddmn}e\te judge ofmau;ctsw xchbc’longno: Un-

to mie;lor which’ 'pgrgxcularl){ concernothermen. |
- The;Lawof God is this: Be not bufic in other mens
s 1. Pet.4.15. Asd what. havelto doe to ]ua'ge them

thds are withow 21 Cor, 5. 12+ AJzJ ho art thou that
judgeft anothermans fervant ? to. [mm Mafter he ftand-.
ctlmf f[ﬂ“k, \OMY. 144 Andjudge not that hebe 708 Judg-
ed, Mat.7.1.. Now when I refle& upon my felfeinre-
ference unto thefe Laws s my conﬁ: d{xh zell 'me
thar Jam not called to manage the affuirs of State ) bue

;ha.t they belong wocbg mm,&t exeforc that Tought,
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Addfeof Confiiencerefilvd. 3

- not to be. bufi¢ in them ; and trouble my head aboug

them. And if I judg the Magiftrates employment (as'a
Civill Magiftrate) to be without the Church; T have

{tarce fo much, fure Tam nomore right then the Apo-

{ile Paxl had tojudge of them: now he telsus, thache

‘had nothing to docto judgechem y bue that .the judge-
- ment of thofe that are without the Church, God hath_

referved unto himfelfe, 1 Cor.5. 13, therefore it doth

not appertaintometo meddle with chem. “Bucifas a
‘Chriftian Magiftrate , 1 take him to be ‘within the
‘Church, yethis employment, Fumpwn ‘Magiftrate, is

not mine, nor is he therein my {ervant, bue Chrifts;and
then the other rale doth take place, Who art thon tha
judgeft another mans forvant now the Magiftrate is
undoubtedly Gods fervant, Rom.13. 4. therefore [ muft
lec him ftand or fall to his own mafter, inmatters of oue-
ward government, which Godbarh intrufted him and
not me withall, And in cafe I'dolooke uponhim as 2
Brother, and hisaétions or defignes as the affairs of 2.
private man, then ftillche former rules doe hold; and
Chrift doth forbid me tojudge him in publike, or to lay
his faules open to any till T have deale wich bim in pii-
vace, and by degrees brought him to the judicature of
thofe who ase his competenc judges, Mat. 18.15. &«
It is not lawfull therefore for me, in my private way to.
condemne him, whether L looke upon hin asa brothet,
or nots and far leffe is it lawfull tojudge himin publike;
and makemy felfe an Informer againft him towards the
multitude, who are not his competent judges.. s
" Moreover, The Law of Godinthe fifth Comman-
dement is, Honour thy father_and. mother , that thy dayes
may be long in thedand, whish the Lord thy God gizeﬂkf
] : ‘  tkee :
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E Cor.2 7,8,

A4 Aideaf Gonfrience refokvd,
sthee. ALl Divinéshave mnderftodd thisas!welbof the
rre{pesk duevinto she Civill: Magiftrate as! to nacuralk pa-
Jrents: . fow to take upomustor judge -and icedfuse thidiy
‘actfonsyoredblafbandblame theit prdceedings in-pub-
like be forethe milvisude; diredbyor indirectlys I mha.
-nifelily:to difhonoeliy them,-andif this is unlawfulli 4
don todeale fo-wich his parents, ivisalfo unlawfulling
Subjectrodeale (O:wirh his Magiftrates. . - 1o

s 2438 fortherdaw's ofimen in this master T fhalmor need
Tomention any o sforijt is'evident in all Nations; thatto'
conroule the actions-of the Civil Magiftrate, and to ta-
duce himin his proceedings , isa Crime punifhable in
Subjects byschofe thar have pawet.and are iy Authoric y
over themywith deach, imprifonment, fines or banifh-
menr;according to the nathre of the &, ‘and as the Su-
preamy, Authority doth judgefic. 5 (0 -

o Fhirdlyl, the: Nacare of the! Gofpelwhereunto Tram

- appointedia Minifterlby: Chrift .is inconfiftérvvich ehe

care of thofe things whérewich 1 muftencermeddle jif -

I thould takeaipon me tojudg of thenr.-Foy the Gofpel
is the Teftimony of; Jefiisy to reveal hinyto the'World,
and to invitelal meh fromvs, tates Soluftsof the world,

Join 18 36,37. tO enter into his Kingdom andreft, which i’sngKiﬁgd&i{

- of Truth,& notof this World,whereof the Kingdoms

are but lyes & reftlefs vanities if then I account iy felf
appointedto this employiment by’ Chrifty tominidethe

- Myferies of his Truths and thar wifisme which s of

God which none of the Princes of ‘this World fewww ;rop s
- Princes of thisWorld care for - 1 ought not to‘apply:my
{elf ro intermeddlein their affairs sand if Toughienot to
dothis, I conceive,itis noc Jawfal forme to judg of thicie
affairs irt poblick eitherto commend ot cond e thiaws
SR : 5 = m
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Aicafeof Confciencerefolv'd. g

‘ Ikﬁéﬁ‘d@ité‘zﬁmﬂbﬁﬁbekig;irtd’eaztd to employhis Luke u'.x;_,ié

Authority; fo canfe one Brothir:to divide the inhor e,
withehe ovher : did refufe to do it; upon this ground;be-:
caufe God had not appointed hima Judge, oradivider’
over men in'temporall matters : the Difeiple is notaboye’
the’ Mafter g andif thie Mafter had no right vo'meddlcin’
{mall matters between'man'& manwhat righthave Ito
meddlein the greateftberween State and State, orRis=!
lersand Subjects # When' Chrit called one of his Difis e
plesto:follow him, and he defireddeave, firff oo and:y iy, s o™

- bwrybois Father 5 Chuift bid him, lesthe: dead bury their

dead s but go thon (faith heyand Preach the Kingdsmeof
6vd. 1fthenthofe that arecalled to preach the Kingdom
of Goddught to free their mindes from thecates, whicli
through natural affection, and a kind of ‘Civil Duty o
neerly concerne themfelves and their kindred 5 how:
much more, oughtthey to be dif-intereffedinmateers of
State, which acall donot concerite themi 212 i

" Thecaresof a quite contrary nature canriot beat once-

rightly entertained in'the fame minde, theyare like two:
oppofite mafters whom none can ferve at the fametime:
acceptably, norat different times taichfullystherefore
he that willbe Chrifts fervant anda faichfull {ouldierin:
his warfare 5 muft not be intangled in the affairs of this:
life; otherwife he willnotbe able to pleafe him, who-
hah chofen-hinvto beafouldier, 3 Tim.3.4.- Now all:
theaffairs of -Stace concerne only -this life and nothing’
elfe dire@tlyand principally. = " 07 0 ¢ Foris

* Fourthly, The intermedling with Stace-mateers in:
Sermons s ¢ontrary to the Rule of preaching ; andto-
the trueaime which ought ‘tobe ‘maintained in the per-

formariceof tharDuty, -

The
o = e o
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6 Acafeof Confeience refolvd..
- TheRule of preachinig is, if any man’ fpeake. let-him.
fpeake asthe Oraclesof God. 1. Pet.q.11. We arc war-. |
ranted to {peake nothing, (if we {peake in Gods name;):
but that: which is indeniably his Word : nothing can>
 beget faithand build up theloule unto godlineffe, buc,
thetruth of God 5 if we {peake other maccers which'the
wifedome of earthly men or our own imaginations or
paffions dictate, we profanethe Ordinance of God, and
~ deftory the faith of the hearers. Whatis thechaffeto’ -
Jerazas.  thewheat ¢ faith,the Lord, by the Prophet Feremials.
= Our own wordsand dreames about temporall concern- .
ments are leflc worth thenchafte, and the faich of pro-,
fefforscannot fland inthe wifedome of men, bucinthe, |
powerof God:: Andbecaufe Jefus Chrift is the wife-) |
dome of Godand ‘the powerof God, thereforeinour. |
preaching, ‘we fhould determine to know nothing among b
“our hearers, but Fefus Chrift and him Crucified.
The aime tobe maintainedin preachingis to perfwade. .
< Coraz.  Godonly and not men ; and not to pleafe men or be-
T come their fervants,but Gods alone,Gal.1. 1o, for hethat:
intendethto pleafe mem is nomore she fervans of Chrift.,
MNow when men fec themfelves to fpeake of Srace-mat-
tets inthe Pulpit, their aime iseicher to pleafe she Ma-
giftratesby commending them tothepeoples ortofhew.
their diflike againft their proceedingsby reprovingthe
fame which i)ﬁh;tﬁ@d o make the people: difplealed: ]
with their Magitrates: now whether the defigne be. |
the one, or the other, it is altogecher unworthy.of the,
Minifter of -the> Gofpell ; and 2 man cannot poffibly
mention the affairesof -Statein publike, but it muftbe.
cicher way, and therefore he oughe neicher way todo iti;
And whatfoever a mans aime may be in medling thus:
o s with

1Cor.2.5¢




Acifeof Confiiencereftkud. 77

with State-matters, as he dothno ferviceto God i it fo
he pervertsthe mindesof the hearers, fromthe integre-
ty and fimplicity of the Gofpell to refled upon and af-

fe& (with reference to wotldly wifdomies) the waicsof -
a-party : for all State-mattessate continuallycirryed by
fome plots in'the hands of ‘ore parcy or Otﬁ%ﬁ?’:and
whofocever doth meddle with them iielt’héftﬁc'(’ix‘ijfpénd o
or difcommend the proceedings; muftbe thefétvant of
a patty, and {o forfakesthe fpiricuall liberey' and’ ispare
tialiy wherein he ought to ffarid ; and wheiciifito/he

~ oughtto bring the mindes of his hearers, that they may

be swilling to ferveallmeninlove, for their fpiritualle-
diﬁeasion,:wlthout?'r"ej‘udic"éféﬁ@mﬂﬁs‘??iké; The in-

tereft of States-men and mafﬁéﬁg{fchfah'g'@kciédf‘dm‘ 9>

citcum tancesby which thofe that minage publikeaf-
fairs finde their advantages: if the,Minifter of the Go-

{pell will obiige himfelteto meddle with thefe inatters,

he will be conftrained either t0 fay'and un-fay the fame -
things,if he follow State principles (which 1s to difcre-
dit the truth of the Gofpell, for when men are fway’d
with carnall confiderations, they mnft needs make the
fame thing intheit preaching, fyo:-zf, yéalland nay, 'nay,
(as wehave found inany doe of lacey.orif. h%‘iﬁsﬁﬁ bein- '
flexible and ot changehis note with the times, he'will
be engaged -into occafions 6ﬁ'ﬁ{i§fg and controverfies
with others for worldly matters-as oft as they change,

wiliich how inconvenieatic is fot & Minifter oF the Go- -
fpelltodoe, and how prejudiciall ieic uned his profeffi- -
 oTletveyoueajadgei ¢ 7 (T2 LA

T he feandals whiehate giver f,%ﬁ e Gofpellts™
thofexhatdre difternig and Perceive e ditfes it
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8 Acafeof Confcience refolv' d.
the teuch, and tothe miniftery thereof o difcredit ic ; for
by this means naturatl men become Atheidts, for there-
upon they count all Religion nothing elfe but a cloke of
hypocrifie : thefe practifest ftagger the weak alfo who.
are led with blind zcal to:be engaged into fictions a-.
gainft theirbrethren,and to maintain divifious, which:
overthrow the Churches peaceand unity, and thereby
{ubtill Statefmen jtake advantagesto-lay {nares before,
unwary Minifters who have more zeale then prudence,
to entrap them and makeufe of them for theirown ends,
and then when they have made them their hackneys,
and ferv’d their turns outof them, they turn thema-
way with negle& and contempeat the journeys end, be-
caufe they defervenobetter. .- sy

‘Now I knowingthefe things to be the naturall con-

fequents of Minifters intermedling with State-marcers,

cannot thinke it lawfull for me to come within the
reach of thefe fnares,and therefore muft avoid the occa-
{ions thereof,andam willing to warne you of the fame,
whereof we fee many examplesbeforeoureyes.
.Thefe arc the chiefe heads of Reafons whicl have
madq:;mgi,abﬁigm from that way of preaching which fome
have -followed,and,as I conceive, thefe grounds which -
juftifiemy way to be un-an{werable,, fo Inever could
finde any folidity in thofe pretences which are alledged |
for;t,hs.;qantta..ryeﬁtaﬁiﬁ-L ISR oimbib v 16 213150 W
“For that whichis pretended fiom Esech.3.174ill 22,
& 33.ver.7, That Minifters are made Watchmen , to |
give warning to the wicked, to warne themt from their.,
~ wicked ways; and to,the righteousalfo,, that they turn
oqufromtheirrighteotfuelle, is not otherwife to beun-i;
derftood | Wm[f {..;55%‘\@535%512@*3’& ‘Gods Commande- -
ment is manifeftly tranfgeefled , and tobe dire@ted im- -
mediately

£




A cafe of Confeiencerefolvd. 9

- mediately towards the!perfons:themfelves ; whoare

tranfgreffors, to make themfenfible of the guilt & dan-

ger under which they ftand.But in doubtful cafes,wher-

in there s no cleere wordfrom Gods mouth, wherein

the Magiftrates adtionsmay be-mif-intexprecedsiwhere-

in’ hee pretends to walke:by @ jufk: Rule 4 wherein

his fectet aime and intention, by a jealoufie: of State, is

| rather condemn’d then his fact, -and: wherein: he dsnot

3 exprefly dealc withall himfelfe to.conviét hisconfcience

concerning theidiquisyof his proceedings o rectifie it;

butiscryed outupon before others, and: cenfured be-

fore the multitude, Who are not his competent judges,

(whichisthe pradife of thofe that in the pulpits have

" medled & do mieddle with State macters) I fay; in; fuci

cafes,and in {ucha way of proceeding, no colour.can be

taken from the watch-office of Ezechiel to warrant it:for

1ook upon the charge which he doth receive, & the way

, how he s to difchargeit, and youwill fee that your pra-

- @ifeis hothing likeit. ‘Thecharge is; Thatthe Watch-

‘ man [hould heare the word ar Gods month, and givethe

houfe of Ifracl warning from God , ver,17. This im-

portsan exprefl ¢ Commandement, and a cleer tranf:

greffion of the- Commandement in thofe that ate to be

‘warned, anda peculiarmiffionfrom God to give the

warning : - The way how this.warning s tobe givento

_ thewicked and to the. righteous is by.a particular

1 addref$, whichthe Watchman wastomakeasfrom God

unto themfelves immediately, If the Minifters thac

meddle with State-matcers will obferve thefe rules; far

be it from me to condemnthem 5 but if theirarguing a-
%’;ﬁﬁ& theproceedingsofthofethat argin. places of Aur

| thority, hath nothing/in it approaching tinto,this ways
Viina B2 . then




o Aecafeof-Confeiencerefolv'd.
» thewlimuftbe difpenced from; followingicand T think
ivmiy duryro difcovetche itregularityrofin by teftifying
“againft it. Tt men will ‘make (chemfelves throngh.
Statejealoufiesand evillfurmifes againlt thofe that ina-
nage publikeatfairs, warchmenover theirRulers; wheh
threy ave divided among themifelves for'Srareiinrerclts;
fortheddvantagd of onepanyitoblaftand diferedir ano-
ther;and then precend. thav they difcharge-the Waich
Office ‘which ‘is committed weoshein ;) bihadl deaye
themitoantiwer it bothe ghitefc thypligrd: of the fockstos
it beeotnerhnbe meto judgeativtlermans{crvants, fard
* thertherby putting thenvin miadéobthe commands of
eheit Mafter, which are undedmblyhis knpwhwill.i! - )
‘.o Butifrom dhecontetplariofiy die 8larch-15dns Of
ficeoverehe fouls ofithe gowjdoand theiy bbligation to
give anacconnt thereof uits God: chere islanobjedion
and doubt which miay berailed:, thusi. Burdvhat if 1fee
my flock like- to ! be ledav ay-(byrthedximple atitheld
chabate induthdrity, ot thieinftigation of thiofechat kaye
dowerj untd wicked and tmjuft courfes, which arede-
ftru@ive tothetrue Religion and the fafety of the State;
fhall T not'warne themot the/dangerin this cale < Tans
fiwer,yes,jou are boand toforeswarn them of the ddger
which yotithinke they'dteliketo fall inwo if the thing
be evidentand'cleerly atran(reffion of Gods will; L fay
you are Bownd to fore-warn aswel thofechatby theirdn
thoreyand powet led others:out of iervayy assiiofe
thizdaf 168 by dhem;thus inzcafesiof Idolacry ahd Qps
preffion; théProphets did addrefle themfclves directly
tbﬁ@m@cffhépé@l@itt@ - fhiewed them-cheun-
doubred Contimiandement of God, and-their-1inderiia-
bﬁ%a‘ﬂké‘éﬁ@eﬁt&&ﬁmo%;andmﬁc&fﬁzgzh;%ﬁ ol
o 5 i . ‘ ently
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Acafeof Confeiencerefolud, vy

‘dently doth pervert the truthiof Religion, and endan-

gerthefafery of the State; thic fact it felfe, and the un-

righteoufneflethereof isto be laid open beforeall, from
‘the Wordof God, and all are to be warned of the dan-
.gerous confequences thereof ; which may be dohein
“Thefi 5 -leavingithe: Hyporkefis and particularapplication

toevery mans judgement, to difcharge his confcience
rowards God therein; but:now  we have feen menthat:
accufe thofe whom they would diferedit before che
multitude, not to meddle with the macter in Thefi, bur
with the Hypothefis of cheirown coyning, upon con-
jecturallappearances, charging: faults {ufpicioufly, and
by way of infinuation, whetetpon: a fhrict examination
none wererobe founds He that infifts upon cthe Hypo-
thefis of amatzer,. to charge fome body with the guile
thereof, dothevidently fhew that hisaim is not fo much
to reéifie che fanle as to make him odious | whom he
chasgethawith ity but he that handleth the 7. hefis of
a macter, doth not to inftruct and warn all men of their
duty; that they may looke totheir. wayes. The Court
Chaplains did flacter, Courtthe King,and the Bifhops in
their Sermons heretofore, with reproaches and afperfi-
onswhich they did caft uponthe Puritans,to make them
odiousyrather that they might be perfecuted chen refor:
med; and fince thefe Troubles it cannot be denyed, but
the popular Preachers have paid them homein theirown,
way, by courtingthe humours of the multitude toin-
cenfe thein againft the Kingand his Prelates , that they
alfo might be alfo perfecuted then reformed: All which
on both fides hath wrought nothing elfe but animofities
and confufions,whichhavebroughethefediftrefles npon
the Nation, and mainly obftructed the-wayes &tm?xel‘- ;
3 , . Or'-




- tae bruifed reed, nor quench the fmoaking flax, thathe

12 Acafeof Confeience refolv'd.
formation. But if the Watchmen on ‘both fides had
handled martters in Thefi; and dealt with thofe who
were to be warned , todraw them from the errour of
their way, by the means of Gods Counfell rather then
for humane Defignes , we might have been preferved

~ from the dangers into which they have helped to

bring us. R o smrebul gy
Thereis another pretence taken to colour this pra-
&ifle from the commandements which the Apoftle doth

 giveto Timothy and Tetus, T hemthat fin vebukebefore akl,
1 Tim.5.20. beinftant in feafon, ont of [eafon , reproove,

rebuke, exhort, dre. 2 Tim.4.2.and rebukethem [harply,
¢re. Titus 1.13.and fuch like. ;
- But, I concetve , that all thefedireétions are givento
Paftors, only inreference tothofe that areimmediatly
under cheir Paftorall Chargincleer Cafes,whereinthey
are todeal with the parties themfelves immedialy : itis
therefore a great miftake toapply them unto other per-
{ons whoarenot under their Paftorallcharge, andinca-
fes whichare myfteries of State, and not obvious tothe
cognizance of every one,and which are handled;notbe-
fore the parties themfelves, but before others who are
not capableto judge thereof, as the common multitude
is. Ifwelooketo that which Chrift did in this way of
reproof towards the Scribes and Pharifees, Maz.23. we
fhall fee how thefereproofs ought tobe managed. Firft,
it may beobferved that Chrift came not to this {harp-
nefle wich them tillcowardsthe latter end of his Mini-
ftery, after that he had in all probability dealt ofttimes
~ withtheém ina milder way ,.to make them fenfible of
their duty: For it is faid of him, that he did not breake

did
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Acafeof Coizﬁience refolvd. 13

did not ftrive; nor caufed his voyce to be heard in the

ftreets, Mat.12.19;20. whencewe muft conclude , that
heneveratfirft dealt withany man {harply, but gently

alwayes, but. when he found thefe Scribes and Pharifees -

incorrigible, then left the people mightbe feduced by
their practifes ; he doth give thema neceflary warning
to preferve them from being perverted by the example
of their leaders, and reproves the open faults of their
leaders, incleer cafes convincingly before them. Se-
condly, he dothic in fuch a way which is without all
exception. For he doth not-intend to difcreditthem in
their places, orblaft theirauthority towards the people,

but eftablifheth it, commanding the people to harken -

to themasthey fit in Mofes feat, ver.2,3. then he re-
proves them notbehind their backto the people, butto
their faces in the prefence of the people. And laftly,
heinfifts upon perticular matters-of fat, which were.
undeniable, wherein he not only difcovers their Hypo-.
crifie, toconvince them of it, but fhews them the Duty.
which ought to be done s and warnsthem of the judg-
ment whichis to come upon them if they negle&t it.
Now if the Minifters that meddle with-State=affairs in
the pulpit would obferve this way and ‘method ;- theit
praétife would be free from all-exceptions: forif they
can deal with thofe tharmanage publike Affairs , to re-

&ifie that which they finde oppofite to Chriftianity,

andamifs in them , firft, by way of counfelin private ;-
and if afterward finding that private admonitions profic

not, but that they perfevereina courfe of State-hypo--

crifie, to endanger the falvation of others , whom they
may feduce by their example from..the fincerity of the
holy profeflion: if (1fzy) in fucha cafe wichour preju-.

dice -
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14 Acafeof Confeience refolv d.

' diceto theirjultauthotity , they can deale” roundly and
openly with them ; to convince of the perverlnefs of
their way,and toreclaim them from the erfours thereof,

this would not only be warrantable, but commendable:

but how far this is intended by any , Ileave to you to
judg; and totheconfcience of thofe that handle State-
mateers in their Sermons to determine between God
and themfelves. = 15 0100801 HUIT 10
As for that which fome fay , that men muft not be
luke-warm Neurralifts,but zealousin the Caufeof God
and for the publikegood. Tanfweritis {o; but wemuft
alfo take heed , that we miftake not the Caufe of God,
and that we-make not our own partial aimes and private
Interefts, that which we call God’s Caufe = let' God’s
Caufebe ftated as ic relates to the Gofpelof Chrift, let
~itbehandled in Thefi ¢ Antithefi,as it refleéts upon the
conftience of allmen by the manifeftation of the Truths
and lét no perfonall reproaches, infinuations, reflexions,
- and particular worldly niateers, roafperfeany body, be
mixed with ir;and let it be held forch withall fpiricvall
fervency from the Word; and fo let itbe recommended
- to Godsblefling upon the hearts of the hearers : but let
us not call our own contrivements Gods Caule,nor b~
mane paffioris raifedupon jealonfies or diftontents,zcal.
Do we not fee evidently that no party doth count any
thing a publike good,but that which s for its own way?
and thatall its zealand {trength is fpentt, nor fo muchto
build up, to fectle oradvariceany right cous conftictiion
incommon ¢ asto fet up ic felf overtheadverle party,
and to caft down every thing which is not for itsown
Intereft2: ¢his is evidently all the zeal of ¢hefe times,
wiz:to ftvive for power ovet others ; dndthen'to aétby
%I » meer
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A cafe of Confeiencerefolv'd. 15
meer willaccording topower , againitall that are found”
_or fufpected to be oppofites. And ifnot to be active is

* this-way of partialiry, or puft upfor the Intereft of one

againft another , to have the rule, be counted to bea
luke-warme Neutralift, I fhall confeffe my felfe to be
oncofthefe, and yet Thope I fhall never be found a
Neutralift before God in his Caufe, nor lukewarm
towards the way of truthandpeace, which is without
Partiality and without Hypocrifie. -

- But above all this , there is yet one Scruple more

“ which doth ftick with you; whichis, the tenour of the

Nationall Covenant ,” whereby you conceive you are
folemnly obliged before God to advance the publike
wayes of Reformation mentioned therein, as well to-
wards the Churchas towards the State: Now you fay
(and fay well) that in cafe thetenour of it be made void
to bringa guiltupon the Nation, that you are bound in
conftience to free your felfe from that guile, and as a
Minifter of God to warne others of that danger , and
confequently tomeddle with State-matcers {o faras this
€omes to. St ook '
~TothisI fay,that if you doethisas a Minifterof the
Gofpeloughtto do, and notasa Minifter of Stare-Af-
fairs, youdoe that which is your duty. Tt is far from
me to defire you or any man to be flack in obferving
your Vows, and performing your Oath unto God 5 1
shall rather, as bound in the fame promife, ftrengthen
yourheart and handsin it: and to that effe@ I fhall tell
youhow I findemy felfe engaged in the Covenant. 1
tooke the Covenant as obliging my felfe unto God to
perform the tenour thereof , and not unto men. I took *
itto profecutethe lawfull wayes of advancing Rcligiox:i' :
an
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and Righteoufiiefle ; and Reformation and"Peace, i
Churchand Commonwealth; and not to become fer-
viceable to any one party againft another. Andlaftly, 1
took it to advance ‘thefeaimes in this place , withaipe-
* ciall referenceand fubordinationto the nvain rules, and
tundamental aimes 7053(? profeflion in Chriftianity,and
~ not otherwayes; andlealt theféwhodefired ‘metojoyn
with them in profecuting’the tenour of the Covenant,
might feem to impofe: their {enfe upon mein taking it
o might intime to come pretend to have me obligedas
it were by implicice faith ,to follow their courfes inob-
~{ervingit : I{ent unto thembefore T tookeir; my fenfe
of the Articles thereof in writing, containing a Declara-
tion of the way which I thoughrmy felfe bound co fol-
tow inkeeping thefame: which youthallfee when ever -
you pleafe; and according to this engagement, although
-+ allmen fhould negleét and difanull the Covenant;yct by
meit never fhall be forfakenby Gods grace , burmain-’
tained and followed folong as T fhall have abilities o
I el 103 sisInIC Il DS HOIY o
If then I fhould anfwer your fcruple concerning your’ -
engagement, upon this account of medling with State~
“matters incafe the Covenant thould be made void;T muft
refer you to the words of the Covenant it felfe, toler
~youfee how far it doch oblige you to follow: this way..
The firft, third, fifth, and fixeh Articles doe limit your
endeavours to'your power, place , calling, vocation, and
intereft, if  conceive then my proper place; calling, vo-
cationand intereft tobe inthe pulpic, none other but to
{peake the Oracles of God, and to meddle withmothing
elfe directly bur with the knowledge of Jefus Chrift &
him crucified, 3sin the Covenant of Gracehe is offered”
O, T - unto .
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unto us, by Repenitance and Faith in his Nane - andto

mention nothing indireétly, but wha is evidently ops

Ppofice untothe tenourof fome profitable truch belong-
ing unto that matter: if (1 fay)chisis fo,then I may foon
determinethe botinds ofmy intermedling,how far they

fhould reach, and whete to ftop , for I ambound upby
mine own promife, not tomeddle furtherthena fervant

of Chriftin the Gofpel oughttodoe: {6 thar I fhould
make my {elfea tranfgrefforofthe Covenane if T thould
Jinterpofemy judgementin the pulpit further then either
makes to lead my heaters unco Chrift, and tothe obfer-
vation of the Covenant of grace, which the Facher doth
make with-us inhim, or otherwife theit is fi urableto the

Rulesof edification towards all, without offence and

partiality towardsany. ‘If then T' fhould ftep beyond
this line ; and take upon me,-through fome infight in
State Defignes, toplay the Starift towardthe people, to
{way their inclinations to fome carthly byas, for cerrain
ends which Chuift hath not bid me profecute inhis huf-
bandry ; Iknow not how I fhould be able to anfwer j¢
untomine own confcience in his prefence: for my {pi-
rit wonld tel me,chat to play the huckfter with the trach,
to corrupt the Word of God, and not to handle itin
dincerity,and as of God, is not the part of a faithfull fer
vant of Chrift: therefore as I would not have any to

_ Judge of me, I fhall never take upon meto judge of any

mans{ecret intentions in handling the Word, and mix-

-ing heterogencall matters of publike concernment with

his Sermon:: Every one'hall anfwer to his own Mafter

that which Ite hath deine, be it good orevil; and the day

‘which burrieth as fire;and is neer at hand, fhall try his
work whetherit be of combuftible matrer 61 not; I have

. £ a ~enough

7
e




o ST < e

-~

48 Acafeof Confeiencerefolv'd._
enough to doeto looke to mine own feet, to walke inan
even path:and I defire thatall my brethren who are en-

- gagedin the Covenant,may be carefull to examine their
own hearts and wayes according to the rules heretofore
mentioned; and if they confider confcionably the pro-
perty of their calling and place, & finde that todifcharge
their duty in it, they muft tell State[-men their duty in
private or in publike , as well as ochers , and that with
{ome referenceto publike macters of State; let them do
it in Gods name freely, but let the manner: of doing/it
be fuch as becometh the Gofpel of Chrift,and the Stew-
ards of the Myfteries of God; thatis, lecall be done in
love,let nothingbe offered without a cleere difcovery
of Gods willfrom the Word 5 and when worldly cir-
cumftances and matters of fa& are mentioned , let no ,i
paffion, ne envie, no vain-gleryappear,nor any thingbe  +/
tone wicha murmutingand difputingaffection , butlet F’
the {pirit of meckneffeand compaffion governthe whole |
carriage of the bufinefle, towards the reftoring of thofe
that are overtaken in a faultracher then to {hame them,
or giveothersany occafion toinfult over them. With
thefecautions, if the Covenant doth bring any {peciall
cngagement uponany mans confciencesto take noticeof 4
Statc.matters further then otherwifeis incident tothe - |
Minifteriall funétion in an-ordinary way: I fuppofe he
_may walke fafcly towards God and without offence
towards men in marters of greateft {crupulofity.

Bu fora furcher cleering of Scruples which may be
incident in this kinde, I fhall pura Cafe , whichincvill 4
rimes before the witnefles be killed; faithfull Minifters F
in their Warfare againft the Beaft, may and will beput
uato. Let usthenfuppofe ,thatitfhallbe madea erime  * |

- worthy -
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worthy of death, to fpeakeagaintt any humane conftic

tions, which Authority: fhall fet up'in"Gods worfhip,
although never fo contrary 1o the exprefle Word of
God,asin the Bifhops times fome were made offenders

for a-word,and a pretence raken from any- {mall ‘thing

which feemed to concradict Authority , was ‘;’fi&h’g&‘ tg

outa man from his place whom they called a' popular
Preachersnot fomuch becaufe the thingdeférv’d‘éﬁtihg‘;’,

3 but becaule any occafion would ferve tofilencea power-
£l and faichful Minifter. Tn fuch a cafe the quel on 1S,

how far a confcionable Minifter is bound to appéar i
oppofition tothe Sancions of Authorityz’ =~

" Po-this Thallanf wer, Firft, That in i uch acafe where
GodsWord iscleerly oppofitetothe fan&ion of tianin

? matters of his own worthip, noman may with a :‘gcd‘d
| confcience be indifferent, coniive,or feem to'give way .
| pnto the eftablifhment thereof willingly, for this would e

 bealuke-warmneffe i Gods [ervice) | 21 3nD 903215

~ Secondly, nomancan give an exact rule'to another;
what in fuch occafions 5 as may. fall out in reference to
his Flock, or againft his adverfaries he fhould doc, to
vit himfelfe,and not betray the Truth , orthe fouls of

his Flockunto the power of feduétion, becaufe circum-
frances are infinice, thereforemenare to ftudy generall

! Rules; and muftin particulars belefrunto the diretions
f of Gods Spirit, whodoth oft times call forth his fer-
yants to the battell upon: fimaller occafions, to fightas
effectually asupon greatcr ones, and in‘fome men, the
humaneimprudencies of their {pirituall zeal, may beas
ufefullin Gods way of ordering the fame, as the great-
eftprudencie ofothers. Hifig3apls DrEs sy
Thirdly although  faichful Minifter may neichercon-
iy nive
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20 Acafeof Confeience refolv d.
nivenor Jhew any. complyance wich that which hee
knaws o becleeily. oppofite to the wil of God,but muft
- be zealoufty affeced and bent to fland out againtt it, in
the{phere of his calling ; yet hieis not obliged either ag
alleimes tofec himfelf openly againtt it orto appearin
fucha way of contradiction unto i, which may give
theadverfaries of the Gofpel fomeadvantages , which
they licin wait.to take againft him, from the manner of
his oppafition orcontradistion: thereforeit is lawfull ag
alltimds,, andjinfuch cafes very: expedient to ufe Pra.
dency,and y fome {pirituall ‘Stratagems to defeat the

encmies of their advancages, which may be done fome~

time by declining a direét and open, contradiGtion of
thac which is theact of - Auchority ; and by ufing ano-
therway of gppofing the fame,which may be as effectu-
alland yet not Iyable to an y exception. For thereare
two waysof handling all matters of Docrine and Pra-
&ife, th one is Pofitive the other Negative: the Ne-
garive is to.refute and contradict thar. which another
* doth afferc or practife, condemning it asan errour, ora

faule. ThePofitive isto confirine and declare our own.

......

‘opinionasa Truth, -and if this. be done effectually in a
marter wherein our-affertion doth. by a cleer confe-

quence make void the errour, or overthrow the practice

of our adyerfary 5 itis no lefs profitable o beare wits
nefStoche Truth, then a direct reproving of vice by an
exprelscondemnaion thereof :, by this Method chen, a

dict tl exprefly cftablifhed s and yer may
zealoufly and effectually difcharge his Confcience,and
prefervehis flock from exrour by 2 Pofitive -'d_fﬂiVﬂ'Yigf
i ; : Leodoe
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. Acafe of Confeience réfolvd.  “ax
 ¢He "Triathis wifich being entertain'd from GodS Wk,
*wil be liable to no exceptibn: and yet deftroy the ertdor
v a'nd'difCOV'ifl’ the faule of’ fﬁﬁf‘t that abufe thcfr?ﬁﬁx}q -
be ot

Fiuss . sevpig gl Yo cvnaadaadsandans; 1 0
"rityinallnicns mindsalthough'the confequente
na-
)

“exprefly fiade; or thediing tobe eondeftin'd's
(7bas silsnd ol S5

anrrnowe uaoltls gl

~ighed: 1< ; = ‘ i ; o a

=211 Thug then in juacters of Seate, Which Auathority may
Cperhaps :{ét,a43{f0¢5t~§fifc£‘é]$};i:i'oﬂggéfnioﬁ:"‘6 ﬁ‘f_’e,Kingdsz

rof Chiftro ke men guilty that flidl 8penly contradice

“jt, Zed]ows red g deciing & bpEnCottradiétivh Hnd

by affercing ftrongly” charmatter’of ‘R eligion “or Wor-

“fhip , which is oppofite-in'its natute to that matterof

‘Stare, whiclrauthority would feele, quic. their confci .

‘ence fully; and without naining the thing , which may

ot be profeffedly émfderﬁh’ﬁbfj'étf &ﬁtﬁiﬁwf Iin aﬂ

_ mens minds, he that did affert firongly from the Word

of Gon, that the L orp s Day 1s to be kept holy

to G o p in fpititnall duties? to enter intohis reft, and .

mindchimalone withour any otherthoughts:, and that

all profeffors are boundin conftience ‘to intend this, as

they defire to partake of his holineffe, and that the neg-

© 1e of this'duty is4 forfeicure of that holineffe, which
God in his Covenant by the ordmance of chae day doth
offer to us, he (I fay) thardid ftrongly make out this to
bea truch which cannot be controuled, did fully con-

" demn and refute the Book of Sports on the Lords day,
which wgsfet up by Authority, although he never did
once nam an‘t}i) {foinall other Cafes, fomthing may be

" done of like nature, when advetfaries lie in waicto finde -
occafions of making men offenders if they dare {eem to

~ bedireély oppofitesto that which beares the name of

Authority, Alfothe Thefis of amatter may be fo fully
handled

/
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‘handled, that the Hypothefis need nottobe once named,
 butallmen willbe able to make the application thercof
g ) - themfelves. The defenfive poftures inFeccing are
_eafier and fafer then the offenfive , and he that is {o well
~skil'd thercin,tha hisadverfaries by aflaulting him,gains
nothing elfebut wearinefle to himfelfe, andthe fpend-
.ing of his ftrengthin vain, willinthe end havean eafie
_conqueft of him.: And to cure difeafes there are two
- wayes, either by the ftrengthening of the vitall fpirits in
-the naturall conftizution of every one, or by the purging
“outof evill humours : if nature canbe {o well fortified
by Cordials or Fomentations, as to caft out that which
is noxious by it felf, itis far better and fafer then to
_ufe Purgationswhichalwayes bring fome trouble , and
weaken the{pinits foratime. Thus itis alfo with the
beft of reproofsand cenfures upon the mindes of natu-
rall men. Perbum [apienti [atis eff. The Lorddire&t us
wifely to walke inthelighe, and by the power of it to
difpel the powerof darknefle, that we may fhine with-
~ out blame inthe midft of a crooked and perverfe genera-
tion: Let us pray for the {pirit of promife, which wil di-
- reGtusinall Truth , and the Godof Truth and Peace
bewithyous Inhim Ifballselty -

s : Aour kﬁ}}eﬂ'ﬁinﬂ merz/i, :

it 25 B 0 102300901 YT DaE DD .
7 » » ‘ ~ giie
18 B Faa O N Ul -dJ W TE W
85 T et O U | 1piris 71 b : ® Rl i s prip

QIGO0 2980 1330 S FLOL Y0 53773115511 2260

¢

= S : : = .

a Al cABE AT D pra s trr Ay % - T
3 Ji FEOMIBEIDNV DR [IOV 9 it 855 1 3 iy

FIC PSS AT




T which 7. D. hath made, and
© theCovenant which he doth enter into with God | in
reference to the Nationall Covenant of the
: Kingdoms. Sent to London from the
SR RT S T 4 of Decemb. 1643.

R2a2e® Hetye of my conicience to the profeffion of
%2\ the Gofpel, wherebyTam madea Subjeé of
Jefus Chrift the King of Kings, partaker of
$&® 4 the priviledges of the Kingdom of heaven,
and a free Citizen of thefpirituall Ferafalem, doth binde
me to bear witnefs unto the Truth, tojoynmy felf unto
the profeffours thereof, and to fubfcribe my name unto
: the Lord, toferve under his Banner, for the prefervation
| - and enlargement of his Church till he receive all the
Heathen for his inheritance,and the uttermoft parts of
~ the earth for his poffeflion. Therefore,according tothe
1 nature of the Minifteriall fun&ion wherein God hath fet
me,and theVows whichl have formerly made to exprefs
my faithfulneffetowards him,and my blamelefle dealing
free from partiality towards all men , and chiefely to-
L watdsthofe ofthe houfhold of faith:Iconceive my felt
= - obliged toanfwerthecall which is given me, whereby I
am requried to contribute help towards the publike edi-
fication of the Church whereof I ama Member.

I declarethen in the prefence of Almighty God, who
fhall judge the quick and the dead at the day of his glo-
rious appearing, that I haveno endsin this undertaking
butthefe. ‘ : N !

- Firft, tofatisfie my-confcience in the duties which T
dias ‘ owe




i

‘2\4' - The wnpartiall fenfe

~oweto Chift in his Kingdomamongf all, and chiefely
Evangelicall Chriftians, and more particularly amongft
thofe of my Nationall Church. =~ :
Secondly, o fhewmy fidelity unto my Lawfull So-
vereign, to the Kingdomes, and to the peace of both in
the profeffion of the Gofpel. And .
Thirdly, to endeavour the edification of all my Evan-
gelicall Brethrenat home andabroad,who are diftreffed
tor want of mutualllove and peaceable affe@ions,and di-
{tracted by reafon of uncharitable jealoufies, paffionate
injuries, and injurious miftakes. Therefore my aimein
chis enterprize, isand thallbe without all mixture of hu-
mane refpects, to procure {ofaras God fhalensblemein
the way of my {piricuall calling, 2 remedy to thefe evils,
- and rothis eftect having renewed my Covyenanc , with
Almighty God, andthe Yowsby which I am {olemnly
obliged to the Rules of myprofeffion; I have an{werably
rothe famelifted up my hand to heaven, and {wornto
- themofthigh God, asfolloweth. .~ L
. That inthe Miniftery Zf the New Covenant of everlafting
Life &&* Peace, whichGod hath gracioufly erected with mam.
kind in Fefus Clyré]?,,ahd'm;arﬁz‘pgw the analogie of C hri-
Jian Faith cleerlytaught; and the rules of Chriftian duties
exprefly commanded in holy Seripture.and by the #ndonbted
prifciples of fincere dealing, manifeftly revealed in the con-
[feienceof every one,and wfefull for edification and avoiding
of offencein the communion of Saints: I [hall fingerely, re-
ally and conftantly, through the grace of God, endeavourto
preferve every where but more j{ml’al[y in the Church of
Scotland,and to advance towards perfection inthe Church
of England,and Ireland,the Reformed Religion inthe free
and publike profe(sion and pra ife of theDoctrine,Worfhip,
- Difeiplineand Governmens thereof  ascording tothe ord

of




of God, and the example of the beft reformed Churches, and
fhall by the means aforefaid ; furthermore endeavenr as'T

fball finde opportunity, to bring the Churches of God isthe

three Kingdoms to the neereft Conjunction and Uniformi

that maybe Evangelically obiained inReligion confefsiondf
- Faith, forme of Church Government, Directory for Wor-

Jhip and Catechizings, that they and their pofferivy may as
ﬁ'df;}ﬂeﬂ live in ﬂm'g of tb‘c’)’fpirit through té;fbon}gf [}sﬁés,
in faith and love amongft themfelves, and corvefpond ami-
ably with forreign Proteftanss, that the God of Peace, Love
and um'tz.,may delight vo dwell inthe midft of them.
That

out worldly refpects and refpecting of perforts, endeavour
therooting owt of all plants which the heavenly Father hath
ot planted, and more particularly thar I [hall labour 10 ex -
tirpateall humane nfurped power over the Chuwrch of God ¢
the confciences of men, tending tolead them in a Lordly 1y-

* ranmicall way to depend upown the will of man, by a blinde

credulity and forced obedience in matters of Faith and Reli-
giom practife, whesher it be called now Popery or Prelacie,
by the Titles of Avch- Bifhops, Bifhops,their Courts, Chan-

cellours, Commi([aries, Deans and Chapters, Arch- Deacons,
and [uch like Ecclefiafbicall officers, dépending upomiha
Hierarchy, or by what name [oever it may or [hall be called
bereafter. And that. in like manner I [hall labous to extir-
pateall Super Bition and all Herefies condemned by the Pri-
wmitive Generall Conncels of the-true ancient Church , all

- Schifme, chiefely amongit Evangelicall Proteftants whe
bavecaft off the Papall Xoke, all prophanene(Je, and whatfo-
~ever [hall be fownd contrary to [ound Doétrine, andthe pow-

-er of godline(Je,left I parsake of other mens [ins 5 and be in
danger to receive of their plagues.thatthe Lord m? beone,
and his name one,notonly inthethree Kingdoms , butin all

y the means aforefaid, I [hallin like manner with-

the Kingdoms of the earth. Dz Thas

e
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Thas Ifball bythe means aforefaid;inthe (ame fincériry,
reality, andconftancie, according $o my calling, endeavour
with myeftateand life 10 prefervetherights and priviledg-
es of the Parliaments andthe Liberties of the Kingdomes
‘which are fundamcntall and wecef[ary for the cenfervation
of the publike State,andthat 1 [hall alfo preferve and de-
jénd withmy cftate and life, the Kings Majefties perfon &
Awthorityto which I aim bound bythe Oath of Alegiance as
10 the héadof the publtke State in the prefervation and de-
fence of the true Religion and Libertiesof the Kingdomes,
that the World may beare witne[[e with myconfcience of nry
loyalty,and that I have nothonghtsor intentions to diminifh
b Majeftiesjuft power andgreatneffe. . o oo
That I [ball with all faithfulne(s endevourthe difcovery
" of all fuch as have beenor [hakl be Incendiaries,Malignants.
or cvill Inftruments, by hindering the Reformation of Re-
ligion, dividing the King from his people, oroneof the
* Kingdoms from another,0r making any Factions or Parties
among the people , contraryto, the tenour of the Nationall
League or Covenant that they may be a’mwn from the er-
rour of their wayes and broughstorepentance;, or otherwife
10 publike tryall and receive condigne punifhment,as the de-
gree of their offence fhall vequire or deferve, or the [upream
Fudicatories of both Kingdoms reﬁueﬁiwlgy,or others ha-
ving power from them 1o that effeét fhall judge convenient.
Andwhere as the happine(fe of a ble[fed Peace andUnion
between the Kingdams, dened in former times to our pre-
genitors, is by the good providence of God grantedio us, and
hath been lately concluded and [etled by borh Parliaments, I
foall according to my place andintereft endeavour that the
Kingdoms wmay xemain conjoyn’d in a firm Peace and Union
t0 all pofterity, andthat juftice may be. dene upon the wilfull -
o,?pofers thereof ;inmanncr-expre(fedin the precedent Ari-
ches, ‘ I
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S of the Covenant. 27
I fball alfo according to my place andalling, inthe com-
mon caufe of Religion, Liberty, and Peacc of the Kingdoms,
afsift & defend all thofe that enter intothe National League
and Covenant in the maintaining and pur[uing thereof , &

fhialt not fuffer my (elfe directly or indirecily bywhat [oever

combination, per[iwafion, or terronr 1o be withdrawn and
divided from this bleffed Union and Conjunétion,whether to
make defection 10 the contrary part, or 1o give my [elfetoa
d'e'tejlabl'efindzﬁ’e’femié or meutrabity in this Canfewhich [o-
much concerns the gloryof God, the good of the Kingdoms,
the honour of the Kingand the wel-fare of all Evangelical

Churches;which I ﬂ)'al‘l.labmr t0bring to 4 good correfpon-

dencie and brosherly affection with the Churches of the
Kingdoms, and onewith another, and [0 all the dayes of my
life, [ball zealonfly andcorfl antlycontinseagainft all oppo-
fition inthis endeavour of publike edificasson, peace andre-
concilement of Proteftants, not leaving off 10 promote more
articularlythe Nationall Canfe according 1o my: power, a-
gainft all Lets and Iiﬂpedimems-wbatfawer,ahd what 1 am
not ableto (uppre(Jeor overcome by my [elfe I fhallreveal &
make known that it may be timely prevented or removed,
Al which I [ball doe as in the fight of God. '
And leaft intheufe of the fore[aidmeans for the profeca-
ting of the[ endeavours,as well towards thofe of my Nati-
on, a5 10W AT dS other Evangelicall Churches,] might either
snadvifedly give, or others might colourably take offences
and [candals at.me from whence inconveniencies in this
worke, as taresin a good field may grow 1P, and choake the
fruits thereof for want of civeum|] pectionand care todeter-
mine theway and manier of proceeding, by necel[ury Rules
tending to cdification : therefore I fball faithfully ende-
S 40 ﬂmpe my wurfe inall tbi{ags conformabletothe life
of Fefus Chrift the Captain of this Warfare,s hofe féq{[lep; .
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- evill for eyill; or give way toevil furmizes , or make fi-
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28 The unpartiall fenfe

I 4m boud to follow, and whofe life is the Rule of Righte-

oufneffe, and 10 [peake'more parsiculariy of this s I fhall or-

der thewayes of my proceedings by thefe Rules. v
I fhal walkn the Light,doing all chings openly; and

being defirous tocome to the Light , and approve my

ways to the conftience of every one, I fhal reje@all hid-

~ den things of darknefs , and thetricks of worldly Wif-

dom. 3 63 9L b
I fhal not meddle out of my Spirituall Calling with
matrers of State,nor fuffer my Minifteriall gifes to ferve
Politicians for worldly ends. FLENC :
My way fhall be wholly Evangelical , that isto {iy,
fitred to prepare the minds of men to encertainthe glad
tydings of the Gofpel of Peace. And tothiseffect ;

I fhal {eek out and propofe the Counfels and means
of Peaceby the Truth, bearing witnefsthereunto, as

it fhal be reveal’d tomd; and cxhortingand perfwading
indifferently alfto receive it. AT

1 {hal notftrive , norcry , nor lift up my voice in the
ftreets, that is te fay, I1hal not entertain the contentious
cuftom of bitterrailings, and.confufed difputings , by
odious cenfuringand condemning of others,tolay open
their faules 5 burrather ftudy by loving admonitionsto
redrefsthem. A :

Iihal not break the bruifed Reed, nor quench the
ﬁnokih?; Flax, thatisto fay, I fhal beare withthe weak
and fupport the fecble, not pleafing my felf; butcondif-
cending rothings of low degrec, befitting the capacity
of thefimple and ignorant, T wil labour to heal the brea-
ches of their Spitit, andcarry cheir burchens till God
{end forth judgnienc unto victory. ;

IfIbe wronged, I fhall not intend revenge or requite

nifter




- of the Covenant. 29
" pifter teports ofmy evill witlers known, but rather fball
cover their faults,fo far as may be without detriment to
the publike caufe, and the acceffary cleeting of minc
“own innocencie. ; LI et
g - Ina word, I fhalldeenothingtoanother, which I
+ * wouldnothavedoncin the like cafe unto my felfe, -and
‘ what I would havedone by otliers to my-felfe,, T fhall
firt do itunto them. Sl IgHa
Laftly, 1fhallalwayesbeready to goe without the
‘Camp, tobear the reproach, and partake of the Croffe
of Jefps Cluift, ;1 outsanss b1 253 =
- Andbecaufe notonly the Kingdoms but all Proteftant
. Churches and Evangelical States , and every one that
liveth thetein, are guilty of many fins and provocations
agzinft Godand his Son Jelus Chrift, as is too manifeft
> by theprefent diftreffes and dﬁ@fs, the fruits thercof
befalling o all,as wellae homC¥sabroad ; Therefore I
propofeand declare before God my unfeigned defire to
be humbled for my own fins;and for chefins of my Bre-
threnin the Kingdoms, and inthe Churches at home &
: \  abroad, efpecially ¢hat we have not all valued as we
~ oughtthe ineftimable benefit of the Gofpel, thar wec
, have not laboured for the purity and power thereof, and
f that we have not endeavoured to receive Chrift in our
\ - hearts, not to walke worthy ofhim inourlives , which
3 * are the caufes of other fins and tranfgreffions fo mucha-
|
:
r
\
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bounding amongftall. Andmy trueand unfeigned pur-
- pofe, defireand endeavour is for my felfe , and for all
others under my power and charge bothin publike and
in private, in all duties Towe to God and man,toamend
my lifeand theirs,and to goe beforeothers inthe exam-
le ofa reall Reformation, that the Lord may turn away

gis wrathand heavie indignation fromall his people,and

eftablith

-
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36 The unpartiall cenf %
eftablifh the Churchesand the Kingdoms in Trutha
Peace. ' s 75 , i$95705
- Andthis Covenantand Vow I makein the prefence
of Almighty God,the fearcher of all hearts,witha true
‘intention to perform the fame uablameably,as I fhallan-
{wer atthegreat day, when the fecrets of all heares fhall -
‘be difclofed. Moft humbly befeeching. the Lord to
ftrengthen meand all thofe chat enterinto thelike refo-
Jution by his holy Spirit forthisend, and to bleffe all
.our defires and proceedings of this kinde, with fuch
fuccefleas may be deliverance and fafety to his people,”
- and encouragement to other Chriftian Churches,groa
ing under , orindanger of the Yoke of Antichriftia
Tyranny,tojoyne inthe fame or like Affociation and
- Covenant,to'the glory,of God, theenlargement of the-
é;%;aad_tbcpcace‘and tranquillic

‘Kingdom of; Léfgs‘? il
of all Chriftian Kinge and CO&?"monW‘calths:., Aty

.
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