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C A cafeofConference refold'd.
Na^.

MMD^W^W^DcbnPei^^lMc-lnatters to be alt
Endeavours & Actings

MWWMdtzktaken u^r prolecmed, by thofethatma*
affairs; relating

Frcedomes ,Pfivv
and Perlons of men, as they arc

wcakixir .worldly
Kingdom. Concerning which matters*, Ithinkeirnot
atall lawfull for n^WMhcer^te my judgement in the

pulpit,or tointermeddlc towards the people,fartherthen
the Apoftk hathcommandedi 3.ver, i .
I Tim. r.r. & T/f. j j ^»|Ah4fhe salons why. I con-
tcive, it not lawfully to doe,are thefe.
Firft,' I khow^no’Law eitherofGdd^rman .obliging

me to meddle wyn fuch matters ,*byinterpoimg my
judgement concefi^ng them ‘in thepulpit: andifho ^aw
either ’c^pr^y-ednimindihg g^dd inference
warranting thisintetmcdling can be fticwM^T udder-
ftand not how ifedn becounted lawfull for any lb to do.

secondly,, j^kn^c ^"baw both'of God and Mart
forbiddingnMp judgeofmatterswhichbelongnot un-i
to p)pf$rwhich particularly concern othermen.
J Th^hawpf God is this: Be not bufie in other mens

i Pcc4. i $. Andwhat have Ito doe to judge them
arewithout A' i Cor. 5. . And who art thou-that

judge/i anothermans ferwant ? to his own^fa^erhefian^^
eth erfalleth.*Rom. 14 .^Andjudge not that hehe not judg^
ed, Mat.yi 1. hjow whett I refled upon my felfein're^
fcrcnccunto these lav^ y my conicience pre
that I am not called to lparutge the affairs ofState, but
that they belong toothermen. Sc therefore that I ought
....

.
•

... \
"

f *

.
not



djafeafConfciem^ 5
mot to be. bulie in them t and trouble rnyfiead about
them. And i££judg theMaaiftratesemployment (as a
Civill Magiftrate) to be without the Church-, I have
scarce fo much, lure l am nomore right then the Apo-
file fasti had to judgeof themi-'now he telsus, that he
had nothing to doc to judgexhem , but that the judge-
mem ofthofe that are without the Churchy Cod hath
reserved unto himfelfe, / therefore it doth
not appertain to me to meddle with them. But if as a

Christian Magistrate , Itake him to be within thd

Church, yexhis employment, quatenus a Magiftrate, is
not mine, nor is he therein my fervant, but Christs; and
then the other rule doth tgke place,Who art thou that

judgefl. another mans fervant ? now the Magiftrate is

undoubtedly Gods fervant, Rom. i z. 4. therefore I must
let him stand or fall to his own master, inmattersofout-
wardgovernment,which Godhath intrusted him and

n0tme withall. And in cafe L dolookc upon him as a

Brother, and hisaddons ordefignes as the affairs of a

private man, then Hill the former rules doe hold; and
Christ doth forbidme to judge him in publike, of to lay
hisfaults open to any tiV I have dealt with him in pH-
vate, andby degrees brought him to the judicature of
tholewho arc his competent judges, Mat, 18.1 j . &c?

It is not lawfull therefore forme, in my private way to
condemnehim, whether 1 looke upon him asa brother
or not; and far leile is it lawfull to judge him in publikej
and makemy felfe an Informer against him towards the

multitude,who are not his competent judges.
Moreovcr,The Law of God in the fifth Comman-

dement is, Honour th] father and.mother, that thy dayas
may be long in the land* which the Lord thy Godgiveth
- ;
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hAl^Dniii^sihaveusidcrftodd ihia&sivwlbofrihc
rrcfpe&dueMeotheCtvill Magiftratedsi rd natural fta-now co take upmusrtO'’judgeand ic^
. ox Lftb^t^sndrblame rheft xwctc^LdinxsTn-ptib-^ikeHefsre<hc mlutivude, cHrfc&lyjQr ipdiit^ynitcMytp dUhoflobr rhcm, and iEthis i^imlawfulHin h
( ion tpdcalc fbwith his parents, it is alfo unlawfuHinii
fSuhj^todealt fbiwkh his Milgiftrates* / u 1
s fis-xhedar^s oEmen in Msmatter Ifhalwr need
Mmenfton anybrfvrift is'evident in all Nations^ thatibcontroiile theadions ofthe CivilMugiftrate,andto tra-du^e himin his proceedings, is aCrime punifhable in
Subj^ftshyKthofc that haxepaweband are inAuthorityov^iufeW? death, rmprifonmenk fines or banifn-
ment;according to the natureof the faeft, andas the 8u-
pream,Authority doth judgcifitJ gj Ui .

*

c:Thitdl^^he;Nature oEthe Gbfpel whcretinco l awapppi^tedaMinifteriby.Ghrift -/is inebnfiftenrwiththe
$are ofthofe thingswherewith 1 muftentermeddle, ifI ihpuld take tfponhie tojudgofthem or* theGofpelis the LeftuiDnypfr/eibs^bo -DvealNm to rhetorId;and tp> invite:almehft'svvthebales&daft$oftheworld

joim 18 36,37. to enter into hi^Kiogdoni and reft*,which is^ Ki/lgdoftlof TruthiySc not of thisWorld^hereof the Kingdomsarc but lyes & reftlefs vanities :ifthen I accountmy fclfappointed to thisemployment by Chrifl^ tomtride the
£Cor.1 7 z Mysteries of his Truth*: and that n wbieb (^

G&dj which noneof the Princes of this World
Princes of thEWorldcarefor * I ought not toapplymyihlftoinkermeddle in their affairs i and if fought not todothi^IcQnceJvedt isnotlawfulform^toju^aKur^'in pvblic^*eitherwcommand brcdttdEM^sh^«



Gorfaence rxfbl'vU.
t0Eploy^his tukcitujM

Authority, to caufe oneRrotherto divide the
with the other r did rcfufc to do it, upon this ground,be-
caufeGod had not appointed him a Judge, or a divide?
ovei men in ternporal1matters: theDifctple is not■above
the Mafter; and if theMailerhad no right to meddlem'
small matters between man Lcman-,what right-have Ito
meddiem the gieateftbetween Statpand State^ orRu-
letsAnd Subjects fwhen GhM cMed oneofhis DiRi*^
ples to follow him, andhe defired ieave,/rj?^•^ukejia’1*
bn?)his %other • Chrift bid hiva, let the dud'bury their
detd^ butgo tho»{iaith hc^and Preach the Kingame of
God. Ifthenthofe thatarecalted topreach theKingdom
ofGodOught to free theirmindes frora theckles,whic h
through natural affection, and a kind of Civil Duty lb
needy eoncerne themselves and their kindred*,how
much more,ought they to be di^intereifed inmatters of
State,which atall do not eoncerne them $ .

Thecaresofa quitecontrary naturecannot beat once
rightly entertained in the lame minde, they are like two
opposemailerswhom none can f^ve At the lame time
acceptably, nor at different times faithfully ^thereforehe that will be Chrifts fervant and a fakhfhll fouldier in
hiswarfare; muft not be intangled in the affairs of this '

life otherwile he willnot be able to pleafohim, who
hath chosenhim to beadbuldier, 2 ’Tim.i.^. Now alt
theaffairsof-State eoncerne only this life and nothingdfedire^lyandprincipally.

*
—

fourthly, The intcrmedling with State-matters ire
Sermons 4s contrary to the Ruleof preaching; and totht trueaimewhichought LobA maintained in the per*fermaritcof that-Daty.'dim ‘

“

The



6 XcafeofConference ieffi
TheRule of preaching is,. if any manfpeake. lit ban.

ffuke as the Oraclesof God. i. Pet.^y i. Wc arc warA
ranted to fpeake nothing, (ifwe fpeakeinGods name,) r
but that-which is undeniably his Word: nothing.cam
beget faith and build up thcfoule unto godlineife, but >

the truthofGod; if wc fpeakeothermatterswhich the
wisedome of earthly men or our own imaginations or
paffions didate,wc profane theOrdinanceofGod, and
deftory the faith of the hearers. What is tKcchaffe to

7er.rz.rT. thewheat t faith, theLord, by the ProphetJeremiah. ■

Ourown wordsand dreames about temporal! concern-.
mentsarc lefleworth thenchafte, and the faithof pro-.

iCor t
feiforscannot hand in the wifedomcof men, but in the.
powerof God. And becaufe Jefus Chiift is the wife-)
dome of God and the powerof God, therefore in our

preaching, wc fhould determine to know nothing amongfi
our hearers, hutJefeChrifi and him Crucified.
The aime tobemaintained in preaching is to perfwade 4

i Cor.*.2. God only and not men; and not to plcafe men or be-
come their servants,butGods alone,Gal. i. io. for he that:
intendethto pleafc men. it nomore the fervant of Chrifi
Now whenmen fet thcmfelves to fpeake of State-mat-
ters in the Pulpit, their aime is either to plcaie the Ma-
giftratesby commending them to the people^ or tolhew.
theirdihi^e against their procccdingsby reproving the
fame which doth tend to make, the - people difplcafed^ d

whh their Magiftra^cs;. now whether the dehgne be
the one, or the other, it is altogether .unworthyof the.
Minister of the Gospel!and a man'cannot.poifibly
mention, the; aftairfspf^tatc ip publike,byt itMustbe,
cithcrway,and therefore heoughtneitherwayLodo
And whatsoevera mans aimemaybe inmedling thu^

with



withState-matters, as he doth no fervicetoGod in it id
he perverts themindesofthe hearers, from the integre-
tyand fimplicity of the Gofpell to refle^ upon and af-
fed (with reference toworldly wifdonk^ythe waresofi

a-party for all State-mattc^afe ^ontinuallytarryed^
fbnie plots in the handsof one party or oth^f and
whomever doth meddlewith them, cither tocommend -

ordifeommend theproceedings,muft be the^fervantof
a party, and lb forfakes the fpirituall liberty ahd uhpaf-
tjality wherein he ought to hand, knd wheMriMPf^
ought tobring themindesof his hearers, that theymay
bewillingtofcrveall-men in love, for their i^iritualle^
dihealion, without prejudicefofGhrNs 'kakei fhe m- -

terehof States-men and m -t^rs, chahge accordihgro
*

ctaim fiancesby which thole that manage publike af-
fairs-hnde their ao vantages; if tl^eMlyider pf the Go-
fpellwill oblige himfehe co meddle with- these matters,
he will be constrained either td fay-and un-fay the lame
things, if he follow State principles (which isto difere-
dit the truth of the Gofpell, for when men are fway’d
with carnall considerations, they must heeds make the
fame thing in their preaching, yea,' yEayandnaWnay,
(aswe havt found iirany doeof Idteyof if heMil be tn-
flexible andnot changehis notewith1 the rimes, heWill
be engaged into oceaflons of. strife and controverfles
with others for worldly matters as oft as th^y change, ;

which-hckW ihconvenfent it is fof a MinifWfofthe Gd-

fpell todoe, and hoW prejudicial! it it unto his profM- -
ohj I leaveyou to judge;
^The Icandals-whith^fe^giveh agairHl theGoipelltdthofe^tAedilcei^i^^kl^hpei?WeAileii^'dttfk3Mpreachihgior^htere^^M^yMddw^dhmtkWt^.bn- W-j I- '



8 A 'Conscience Kefoiv’d^
the truth, anxitorth^iiii^ftery thereofto difcredit it: for
by this means natural! men become Atheists, for there-;
upon they count all Religion nothingdie but a clokeof
hypocrite: theA praAiseZ-ftaggek-the vveak also who
are led with, blind zeal tpjx engaged into faWons a-,
gainft theirjbretbren, and tp maintain divifious, which
overthrpwjthe Churches peace and unity,, and thereby
fubtiWtatefnen -take advantages to lay fnares before;
uvMryMinifters who h^ve more zeale then prudence,
to entrap them and make ufe ofthem for their own ends,
and then when they have made them their hackneys,
and serv'd their turns out of them, they turn them a-,

way with negleH andconrempt at the jpurneys end, be-
came-they deserve nobetter. A
Now I knowing these things to be the naturall con-

fequents ofMinifters intermedling with State-matters, .7
cannot thinke it law full for me to come within the
reachof the(e fnares ,.and thereforeMud avoid the occa-
hpns thereof, andam,willing to w^rne you ofthe fame,
whereofwe fee many examples beforeour eyes.
Thcfe a,re the chiefe heads of Reafons which have

made.me abftain frpm that way ofpreachingwhich fome •

have followed,and,as I conceive, these-grounds which
juftifiemy way to bi un-anfwerable, fo I never could

.

finde any solidity in thole pretences which are alledged j
for the contrarymrMise- -

. 7. / ,7 v/

"kpr thatwhich is pretended from yj tilt22*;.
Minifters are made Watchmen, to 1

give warning to the wicked, to warne them from their. -

wjeked way^ a^d tq ^he righteous also, that-they turn
notpthenyife to be um* j

derftqod puitin sleet ^herein CodsCosnmande- :

mem ismamfefflytranf^ , and to be directed im-"
mediately



■A cafe ofConjcience refefev'd. 9
'• mediately towards the: perlons: themlelvek, who are

trahlgrcflbrs, tomake themfcnfibleof the guilt & dan-

ger underwhich they ftand.But in doubtful cafes,wher-
in there is no cleerc word from Godsmouth,’wherein
the Magiftratesaddonsmayhemif-interpreted^where-
jn hee pretends to walkeby ajM, Rule y? wherein
his secret aime and intention, by a jealoulic. ofState, is
rather condemn’d then his fad, and wherein he is not

exprclly dealtwithall himfclfe to convict hisconfidence
concerning the iniquityof his proceedings to reside its
but is crycd out upon before others, and cenlurcd be*
fore the multitude, who arc not his competent judges,
(whicliis the pradile of thofe that in the -pulpits have
medlcd& do meddle with Statematters.) I lay, in. fuch
cafes,and in lucha way ofproceeding, no colour can be
taken from the watch-officeofEzeebiel to warrant it:for
look upon the charge which he doth receive,& the way
how he is to difehargeiti, and youwill fee that yourpra-
dife is nothing like it. The charge.isJhat theWatch-
wan jhould heare the word at Gods mouth, and give,the
houje of Ifrael warning from God, ver. 17. This im*

portsan exprelfc. Commandemcnt^ and a clc^r tranfT
greffion ofthe Gommandcmcnl in thofe that arc to be
warned- and a peculiarmiffion from God to give the
warning: ; The way how thiswarning is to be given to
thewicked and to the righteous, js by . a particular
addrefs,which theWatchmanwas-comakea^rqm God
unto them(elves immediately. If the Mioiftcfs. that
meddle with State-matters will obferve thefe rules,far
be it fromme to condemn them; but if ^heiratguing a-
gairtft theproceedingsofthofe thatarcin places:ofAu-?
tnority, hath nothingan it approaching rUntqthis wgy>L
*’ Bz

‘

tncn
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ip Acafeof
theirlmukbeHifpcnccd from; foliowk^ic^randl think ,

it niyduryiD difcayciche&regularityrofii,by
againft k. If men will make -themklves througk
State jealpufiesand cvillfurmifesagainft thole thatinar
nagdpuhhkeaMrs^WLtchh^ynDver tbeirihilfcj^Whcfr
they are divided ampng ^he^felves fbg^Starmm ceriLhs^
foriheddvantage ofone*^anyicoklaftand^d^
rher^nd then or# end that theyi difcMrge . the Match
Othcewhich-is committed mikhrhem ^pLihalkkayo
rhemitLVnfwex it tothe pine fcfh^plwrk ikilie Oodc^ov
kbecvmethnbt meso ^dgLakMihWWMLrfdrvanrs^far^
lheprh'enby putting them inm inde ofthe commands-of
theirMake^whioh arc unded iutbdyfh is impwhwilkrl,)
- Nu^fr<M dk^ontem^^kbf^eWntob-iLk^z Off

foulsoffhe toj^oankzthdi:.!bbligsuorr to
give an account thereofunt^OodMtherc isianobje^ion
and doubt which rhdy Ikauifcd , thns;. Bur what ifI fee
myMchhke to'be example ofltb^k
thaffit ihauthOriry^ot 'thb inklgatlon ofnhofc that have
pdwev) unto wickcd aAd unjuft courfes, which arede-
ffrudive to rhe true Religion and the iafety of the S^ate;
fhall l not'warnethernof rhe dangckin ibis cafe ^lanf-
fwer,yes,you aiebofindtofbi^e-wai.'n tbemofthedtagcr
WBich yo61binke they ateMe to fall into ^k tjte thing
be evidetkhnd clcerly a rranfgreflion ofGodswill; I lay
ybu arebO^nd tofore-warn asvvel thofeehatbytheix
tbOi^ty power ledothersout ofkkiway^Mshale
Kl^a^W^by thelkfthns imcafesiof Idolatry ahd-Op?
preMii^heProphetsdid addrelfe themfelv.es difeMy
to dk^hlef^of the people; they kiewed them th^un*
doubted ^owirnandementofGod, and^thek UNdsnm--
ble praE^osk>ofite/unt0 ^t,-afid^a<^fe:wh^'

d / dcntly



IfA cafeofConference refolvd.
dcntly doth pervert the truthof Religion, and endari-
gerthefafcty of the State*, the kaA it felfc, and the un-
righteouCiefte thereof is to be laid open beforeall, from
theWord ofGod, and all are to be warned of the dan-
gerous confluences .thereof ; which may be done in
Ihefi ; leaving the Hypothefts and panicularapplicatioh
toevery mans judgement, to discharge his conscience
towards God therein-, but now'we have feen men that'
nccufe thofe whom they would discredit before the
multitude, not to meddlewith thematter in Tbeff but
with the Hypothesis of their own coyning, upon com-

jedurall appearances, charging faults fufpicioufly, and
by way of insinuation, whereupon a Arid examination
none were, to be found. Ide that infifts upon the Hypo-
thefts: ofamatter, to charge some body with the guilt
thereof, dothevidently shew that hisaim is not fomuch
to reftihe the fault as to make him odious whom he
chargerhwith it -,, but he that handieth the 7hefts of
a matter, doth not to inftrudt and warn all men of their
duty; that they may lookc to their wayes. The Court
Chaplains did flatter,Court the Ling,and the Biflrops in
their Sermons heretofore,with reproaches andafperfi-

. onswhich they didcaft upon thePuritansytomake them
odious,rather that theymight be persecuted then reform
med, ahd since thefe Troubles it cannot be denyed, but

. thepopular Preachers have paid them home in theirown.
way,by courting the humours of the multitude to in-
cenfe them againft the Kingand his Prelates, that they
also might be alfo persecuted then reformed: Allwhich
on both sides hath wroughtnothing elsebutanimosities
and confulionSjWhichhavebrought thefediftreffes upon .

theNation,andmainlyobflruHed the wayes oftrue re^-

for-



12 eyeoj Lonjcience rejarv’d.
formation. But if the Watchmen on both (ides had
handled matters in Thefit , and dealt with thofe who
were to be warned, to draw them from the errour of
theirway, by the means ofGodsCounfell rather then
for humane Defignes, we might have been pteferved
from the dangers into which they have helped to

bring us.

There is another pretence taken to colour this pra-
Kife from the commandements which the ApoRie doth
give to Timothy and TitwfThem thatfin rebukebefore aU,
i Tim.5.20. beinftantin feafon, outof feafon , reproove,
rebuke, exhort, 2 Tim.4.2 .and rebuke them Jharply,
&c. Titus 1. t 3. and Rich like.
- But, I conceive , that all thefe directions are given to
PaRors, only in reference to thofe that areimmediatly
under their PaRorall Chargincleer Cafes,wherein they
are to deal with the parties themfelves immediatly utis
therefore a great miRake to apply them unto other per-
Rons whoare not under their PaRorall charge, andin ca-
fes which aremyfleriesofState, and not obvious to the
cognizanceofevery one,and which are handled-,notbe-
fore the parties themfelves, but before others who are

not capable to judge thereof, as the commonmultitude
is. Ifwelooketo thatwhich ChriRdid in this way of
reproof towards the Scribes and Pharifees,Mat, 23. we
(hall fee how thefe reproofs ought to be managed.FirR,
it may beobserved that ChriR came not to this fharp-
nefle with them till towards the latter end of his Mini-
Rery, after that he had in all probability dealt ofttimes
with them in a milder way, to make them fenfible of
their duty: For it is Raid ofhim, that he did not breake
the bruifed reed,nor quench theRmoaking flax, that he

did



AcafeofConfcience refolv d. 15
did not ftrive, nor caufed his yoyce to be heard in the
ftrectSjM^.ia.i^iQ* whence we muft conclude, that
he neverat firft dealtwith any man fharply, but gently
alwaycs, but.when he found these Scribes and Pharifees
incorrigible, then left the people might be seduced by
their piadifes, he doth give them a neceflary warning
to preferve them from being perverted by the example
of their leaders, and reproves the open faults of their
leaders, incleer cafes convincingly before them. Se-

condly, he doth it in fuch a way which is without all

exception, for he doth not intend to discredit them in

{heir places, orblaft their authority towards the people,
but eftablifheth it, commanding the people to harken
to them as they fit in Mofis feat^ w. 2,3. then he re-

proves them not behind their back to the people, but to
their faces in the presence of the people. And laftly,
heinfifts upon perticular matters of fa<5t, which were,

undeniable,wherein he not only discovers their flypo-
crifie, toconvince them of it, but (hews them the Duty-
which ought to be done; and warns them of the judg-
nientwhich is to come upon them if they negled it.
Now if the Minifters thatmeddle with-Statc^aftairs in
the pulpit would observe this way and method; their
pradtife would be free from all exceptions: for if they
can dealwith those thatmanage publike Affairs, to re-

Hifie that which , they finde oppofite to Chriftianiry,
andamifs in them, first, by way of counsel in private;
and if afterward finding that private admonitions profit
not, but that they persevere in a course of State-hypo- ,

crifie, to endanger the salvation ofothers, whom they
may seduce by their example from, the fincerity of the
holy profeffion: if CI fay) in fucha cafewithout preju^

dice



14 A cafeofConfcience refdv’di
dice to their juftauthority, they cto deale2 roundly and
Openly with them, to convince of the perverfnefs of
theirway,and to reclaim them from the errbursthereof,
this would not only be warrantable,but commendable!
but how far this is intended by any, I leave to you to

jud§-and to theconscience of thole that handle State*
matters in their Serlhons to determine between God
and themlelves.

As for that which lomc lay , that men must not bd
luke-warm Neutralifts,but zealous in the CaufeofGod
and for the publikegood J lanfweritis lb; but wemuft
alfo take heed , thatwe mi flake not the Caufe of God,
and that womake not our own partial aimes and private
Interefts, thatwhich we callGod’s Caufe ? let God’S
Caufe beHated as it relates to the Golpelof Chrill, let
it be handled in Tbcfi & as it reflets upon the
Confcience Ofallmen by the manifeftationoftheTruth;
and let noperlbnall reproaches, inrinuations, reflexions,
and particular worldly matters, toafperfe any body, be
mixed with it; and let it be held forth with all fpirituall
fervency from theWord; and lb let itbe recommended
toGodsblefling upon the hearts of the hearers : but let
us not call our own comriyements Gods Caulc,nor lM-
mane paflrons raifed upon jealousies or difcontents,zcal.
Do we not feeevidently that no party doth count any
thing a publike good,but that which is for its own way?
and that all its Zealand length isfpent,nOt lbmuchto
build up, to fettle or advance any righteousconflitutton
in common ? as to let up it self over the adverfe parry,
and to caft down every thing which is not for its own
Interefl ? this is- evidently ail the zealof these times,
viz .♦ tpftrwe forpower over others; andthen to adby

meet
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meetwillaccording topower, againft all that are found
or fulpe&cdto bcoppofites. And ifnot to be adive iri
this way ofpartiality 5or putt up for the Inrereftofone
againft another, to have the rule, be counted to be a
luke-warme Neutralift, I (hall eonfefle my felfe to be
oncofthefe, and yet I hope I (hall never be found a

Neutralift before God in his Caule, nor luke-warm
towards theway of truthand’peace,which is without
Partiality and without Hypocrilie.
But above all this , there is yet one Scruple more

which doth ftickwith you, which is, the tenour of the
Nationall Covenant, whereby you conceive you arc

solemnly obliged before God to advance the publike
wayes ofReformation mentioned therein, as well to-
wards the Church as tow ards the State: Now you lay
(and laywell) that in cafe the tenour of it be made void
to bring aguilt upon the Nation, that you are bound in
conscience to free your felfe from that guilt, and as a

Minifter ofGod to warne others of that danger, and
conlequcntly tomeddle with'Statc-matters lb far as this
comes to.

'

To this I fay, that if you doe this as a Minifterof the
Golpelought to do, and not as a Minifter of State-Af- x

fairs, youdoc that which is your duty. It is far from
me to delire you or any man to be flack in oblcrving
your Vows,and performing your Oath unto God ; I
(hall rather, as bound in the lame promife, ftrengthen
ypurheart and hands in it: and to that efl'eH I flw tell
youhow Ifindemy felfe engagedin the Covenant. I
tookc theCovenant as obliging my felfe unto God to

perform the tenour thereof, andnot unto men. I took '

ifto profecuccthe lawfullwayes of advancing Religion
C and
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and Rightcoufneflc, and Reformation and
Church and Commonwealth, and not to become fer-
viceable to any one party againft another. Andlaftly,!
took it to advance these aimes in this place, with alpc-:
cia}l reference and subordinationto the main rtdes^ and
fundamental aimes ofmy profeffion in Chriftianitysanct
not otherwayeS) and lean thefd'w ho debred me to joyn
with them in profecuting’the tenbur of the Covenants
might feem toimpofe their feniempon me in taking it,
or might in time to come pretend -to have me pbjiged^s
it were by implicite faith ,to follow their courses inob-,
ferving it: I sent unto them before I tooke ir^ my fenfe
of the Articles thereof in writing, containing a Declara-
tion of the way which I thought'my felfe bound to fol-
low in keeping the fame? which you shall feewhen ever

you pleafc^and according to this engagement,although
allmen Ihould negleAand difanull the Covenant-yet by
me it never (hall be forfakenby Gods grace, but main^
rained and followed lb long as I fhall have abilities sb'
to doe,
If then I should answer your scruple concerningW

engagement, upon this account of medling with State*
matters in cafe theCovenant should be made void-,1mtift
r^feryouto the words of the Covenant it felfe , to let
you fee how far it doth oblige you to follow this way..'
The firft, third, fifth, and fixth Articles doe limit your
endeavours toyour power, placed calling^ vacation* and
intereft, ifJ conceive then my proper place. Calling,Vo-
cation and intcreff robe in the pulpit, none other but to
fpeake the Oracles ofGod, and tomeddlewithpothingelse directly bur with the knowledge ofJvfeChfiffA
him crucified,.asm rheCovenantofGracehe is offered

unto
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unto us 5by Repentance and Faith in his Name: and tomention nothing indirectly, but what is evidently op*pofite untothetenouroffome profitable truth belong-•jng unto thatmatter: if (I fay) thisis fb,thcn Imay soondetermine the boundsofmy intcrmedling,hoW far theyfhould reach, and where to flop, for I am bound upbymine own promise, not tomeddle further then a servantof Chrift in theGoipclought to doe: fb that I fhouldmake my selfe a tranigrefforofthe Covenant if I shouldinterposemy judgement in thepulpit further then eithermakes to leadmy hearers untoChrift,and to the obfer-vation oftheCovenantofgrace, which the Father dothmakewith us inhim, or otherwise then is fmable to theRulesof edification towards all, without offence andpartiality towards any. If then I fhould step beyondthis line, and take upon me, through some insight inState Dehgnes^toplay the Statift toward thepeople, tofway their inclinations to someearthly byas, for certainends which Chrift hath notbidmeprofecute inhis hus-bandry • I know,not bow I fliould be able to answer ituntomine Own confcicncc in hisprefence: for my fpi-fitwould telme,that to play the huckfterwith the truth,to corrupt the Word ofGod, and not to handle it inSincerity,and asofGod, is not the part ofa faithfull fer-vant ofChrift therefore as I would not have any tojudge of me, I fhall never take upon me to judgeor anymans secret intentions in handling theWord, andmi^-ingheterogeneallmattersof publike concernment withhisSermon: Every one’fhall anfwer to his ownMaftcrthat whicli he hathdone,be itgood orevil, and thedaywhich burrtech asfir^and is necrat hand, fhall try hisworl$whether it beof combuftiblematter ornot; I have

C 2 enough
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enough to doe to lodke to mine own feet, towalks m an

even path:and I defire thatall my brethren who are en-

gagedin the Covenant,may be careful! to examinetheif
own hearts and wayesaccording to the rules heretofore

mentioned; and if they confider conicionably the proi-
perty of their calling and place, & finds that to difeharge
their duty in it, they muft tell Statef-men their duty in

private or in publike , as well as others , and thatwith

dome reference to publikemattersof State; let them do

it in Gods name freely, but let the manner ofdoing if
be fuch asbecometh theGofpelofChrift,and the Stew-
ardsof the MyfteriesofGod; that is, let all be done ih
love, let nothingbe offered without a clcere difeovery
of Gods willfrom theWord ; and when worldly civ-

cum fiances and matters of fa^t are mentioned, let no

paffion, no envie, no vain-g!oryappear,nor any thing be
done with amurmuringand disputingaffection, but let
the fpiritofmeekneffe and compaflion govern thewhole
carriage of the bufineffe, towards the restoring ofthofc
that are overtaken in a fault rather then to fhame them,
or give othersany occafion to infult over them. With
thefecautions, if the Covenant doth bring any fpeciall
engagement uponanymans conscience^ take notice of
State-matters further then otherwise is incident to th?
Minifteriall function in an ordinary way: I suppose he
may walks fafely towards God and without offence
towards men in matters of greateft ferupulofity.

But for a further electing of Scruples which may be

incident in this kinds, I Hull put a Cafe , which in evil!
timesbefore the witnefles be killed; faithfull Minifters
in theirWarfare againft theBeaft, may and will be put
unto. Bet us then suppose ,-that it ihallbomadea crime

worthy
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worthyofdeath, to fpeLkeagainft 'Lny,human
eebfifkttr-i

tions, which Authority (hall fet up in Gods wprfhip,
although never fo contrary to the expfeffeWprd of
God, as in the Bifhops times-fbmeWere made offenders'
foraAvord,and a pretence takdi from any hnah thing
which feemed toconfradidAuthority /was enough to
out a man from his place whom they called a popular
Preacher-,not fomueh because the thingdeierv'doutings
but becaufe anyoccafionwould ferve

fohlencea^owef-
fnl and faithful'Miniftcr.. InRich a cafe the quemon is,/

how far a cohfcionable Miniftcr is bound to appear in

oppofition to the Sandions ofAuthority
f

To-this I fhalkmfwcr,-Firft,That in fuch a cafe where

GodsWord iscleerlyoppohte to the fandion ofman in
mattersofhis own wonhip, nomanmay With a good
cohRiencc be indifferent, connive, or feem togiveway
unto rhe eftablifliment thereofwillingly,for this would
bea luke-warmneffe in GodsRrvice?

1 3M ’

Secondly, noman cangive an exad rule fo another,
what in fuch occafions, as may fall out in reference to

his Flock, oragainft hisadverfaries he fhpuld doe, to

quithimfelfe,and notbetray
theTruth, or the fouls of

his Flock unto the power of fedudioft, beCaufc circum-
Rances are infinite, thereforemen are to ftudy generail
Rules; and mu ft in particulars be left

unto the diredions
ofGodsSpirit,who doth oft times call forth

his fer-

vants to thebattell upon-fmaller occafions, to fightas

effcdiially asupongreater ones,
and in fbmemen, the

humaneimprudencicsoftheir fpirituall zeal, may be as

ufefullin Gods way ofordering the fame,, as the great-
eftprudencieofothers.
Thirdly,although a faithfulMiniftcrmayneichercon-nive
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UAWWODK an^.V^plyanC5 .with that which heykijqyys to c^crlyoppphtc co thewi|ofGod,but muftbe zealously aftecA^s andbent to ftand out againft it, inthe fphere of his c^ling... yetbe is not obliged cither atafftimosxq^t.him again ft it; or to appear inAMy of contradjcftion unto it, which may givetheadverfaries pF theGofpel fomeadvantages, whichthey liejin wait,to take againfthim, from the manner ofhi$opppiitionorcontradiction : therefore it is lawfull atall tim^s^ .a^dnfu^ cases very expedient to ufePru-
dency,andby fome fpirituall Stratagems to defeat theenemies of their advantages; whichmay be done some-)time by declining a direct and open, contradiction ofthat which। is theaAiof Authority z and by ufing ano-:tlierway^Fopposing the fame,which-may be as etfedtu-dll and yet;pot lyable to any exception. For there axe
two waysof handling allmattersof Doctrine and Pra-(tile, the one is Pphtive the otherNegative ; the Ne-gative is.to*refute and .<onttadici that which anotherdoth aftertor practise, condemning it as an errour, orafault. The Positive is to confirme and declare ourown' opinion as a Jruth, and if this be doneeffectually in a
matter wherein our asset tipn doth by a cleer confe-
quencemake void theerrour, oroverthrow the practiceof our adyerfaay; it is no lets profitable to beare wit*nefs to the Truth* then a divert reprovingof viceby apexpresscopdcurnation thereof:! by this Method then, afaithfulMinifier,may prudently decline a share laid to
entraphim if he ihould prefume to be Fo ftom,as tocon-tradieft that which is exprefly cftablifhed;and yet may« zealonflyand effectually discharge his ConfcietKc* andprcfervchisffQck from wrdur by a Positive delivery.of•

‘

\
• * •

_

'

the
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' the Truth; whickbefrigertfoitaih^fft^
wil be liable to no excepfibnVarid^ct deftroy rhe effdyr
and dilcover the fault of; th^fe that abufe their Atirho-
rity in all mensminds,although the cbnseOuenLe be^bt

■'’e^'preflyfrfadty the tHing v
to feeedhlfemfod1urite1ha-

- Wed: OlliDun pus nnd or 2ndalb
" 1 ' Thus" then inMeters6FS tate, \vhith Authority may
' perhapsYetdfopt^red9y 3ftfopppffo^ tfxb Kingdom.
1ofCluah^tvlpakemeh^guilty tha^fo'M ^eh^tbnrradi^
’it, zealousmbdfoaydbrdn^NHktiEEradi8MMd
-'by affercing- ftrc^glyjcfottmht^^^ for^or-
ship/which is oppohtcin its hawre to that matterof

; State,which authority would-fettle, obit - their confci.
ence folly; andwithoutnahirng the thing, yhichmay
-not be professedly condemn'dyet overthrow it in all

. mensminds*he that didaffert ft rongly from the Word
ef God, that the Lor v s Day is to be kept holy
tp God inlpirituallduties^ toenterintohisreft, and
Tnindchim alone .without any ovhcrrhdughtss and that
all profcffors arc hound in conscience co intend this, as
they defire tp partake of th holmeffe, and that the neg-
le^df-this^dutyisaforfeiture of that holineffe.which
God in his Covenant by the ordinance ofchat day doth
offer to us, he f i fty) thatdid ftrongly make out this to
be a .truth which cannot be connouled, did fully con-

'

demn and refute the Book ofSports on the Lords day,
which wasict qpby Authority, although he never did
once nameit; and lb inall other Cales, lomthingmay be
done of like nature, when adversaries lie in wait to finde
occafions ofmaking men offenders if they dare feem to

be dire&ly oppofites to thatwhich beares the name of

Authority, Alfothereofamatter may be fo fully
handled
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-handled, thatche; Hypothecs neednottobe once named,
,biitallmen will he ebie tomaki the application thereof
by thcmfelyes. Tne^efenfive poftures in Fencing are

. eafier and later then the offenfive, and he that is fo well
skil’d therepf by afiaulting him,gaips
nothing else but wcarinefle to himfelfe, and the spend-

. ing of his ftrengthin vain, will in the end have an eafie
conqueft of him. And to cure dileafes there are two

. wayes, either by the (Lengtheningofthe vitall spirits in
the natural! conhOption of every one, or by the purging
out of evill humours i ,ifnature can be (d well fortified
by Cordials or Fomentations, as to caft out that which
is noxious by. it (elf, it is far better and ftifer then to

mfepurgationsMuch alwayes bring (bme trouble , ansi
weaken thp'fpii^s for atinfe. Thus it is allo w ith the
beftof reproofsand cenfures upon the mindes of natu-
rail men. Verbum fapienti fatis eft. The Lorddirect us
wifely to walke in the ligh&> and By tfie power of it to
difpcl the powerpf darknelfe, that we may (bine with-
out blame inthemidft ofa crooked and perverie genera-
lion: Let us pray for the (pirit of promife, whichwil di-
red us in allTruth, and the Godof Truth and Peace
be with your In him I (hall reft, ■

:

your afturedfriend in Chriff



-TheVowwhich J.D. hathmade, and
the Covenantwhich he doth enter into with God, in
reference to the Nationall Covenant of the
Kingdoms. Sent to London from the

HaguCythe 1 ; ^/Decemb. 1643.
tyeofmy conscience to the profeifion of

the Gofpel,whereby Tam made a Subjedof
Jefus Chrift the King of Kings, partaker of
the priviledgcs of the Kingdomof heaven,

and a free Citizen ofthc fpirituall farufalem^doth binde
me to Bearwitnefs unto theTruth, to joynmy felf unto
the profcfTours thereof, and to fubferibe my name unto
the Lord, toferve under his banner, for the preservation
and enlargement of his Church till he receive all the
Heathen for his inheritance,'and the uttermoft parts of
the earth for his poffeflion. Therefore,according to the
natureoftheMinifteriall function wherein God hath fet
me,and thcVows whichl have formerly made to exprefs
my faithfulneffc towards him,andmyblamelefledealing
free from partiality towards all men , and chiefely to-
wards thofe ofthe houthold of faith:! conceive my felf
obliged toanfwer the call which is given pie, whereby I
am requried to contribute help towards the publike edi-
ficationofthe Church whereof lama Member.
I declare then in the prefenceofAlmighty God,who

fhalljudge the quick and the dead at the day of his gio-
rious appearing, that J have no ends in this undertaking
but thefe.
LirL, to latisfiemy conscience in the duties which I

I) owe
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owe toChrift inhisKingdomamongftall, and chiefcly
Evangclicall Chiiftians, andmore particularly amongftthofe ofmy National!Church .

Secondly, to ff^ewmy fidelity untomy Lawful! So-
vereign, to the Kingdomes, and to the peace of both inthe profelfion of the Gofpel. And
Thirdly, to endeavour the edificationofallmy Evan-

gelicall brethren at homeandabroad,who are diftreffed
torwant ofmutuail love andpeaceableaffections,and di-ftraCted by reafon of uncharitable jealoufies, paEonateinjuries, and injurious miftahes. Thereforemy aime in
this enterprize, isand fhallbcwithoutallmixtureofhu-
inane relpcCts, to procure fofaxas GodHalenablemein
theway ofmy fpirituall calling, a remedy to these evils,and to this effect having renewed my Coyenant > with
Almighty God,and theVo which I amsolemnlyobliged co theRulesofmyprofelfionJhaveanlwcrably
to theHme lilted upmy hand to heaven, and fworn to
the mosthigh God, as followethv

,
That intheMinifleryoftheNefrCovenantofevMFife&Reace9 wbicbGodhathgracioufly crimed frithman-

kind in us Chrifl^andAccording to the analogic ofChri*ftian Faith clcerlytaught^ andthe ruksofchriflian duties
exprefly commanded inMy Scripture^and by the undoubted
principles offmeere dealing, manifefliy revealed in the eon-faienceofevery one,andufefullfor edification^andavoidingof offence in the communionofSaints : I [ballfincerely, re*ally and.conflantly, through thegrace ofGod, endeavour to
preferve every where jbut more efpeciaUy in the Church ofScotland,and to 'advance towardsperfection in theChurchofEngland,*Wireland,rfo ReformedReligionfn thefreeandpMikeprofefsionandprattife oftheDoclrine^W'orfbip,Difriplineand Government thereofyaccording to theWord
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God,and the example ofthe bcjl reformedChurches, and

jhall by the means aforefaid, furthermore endeavour as I
fallfnde opportunity, to bring the Churches ofGod its the
three Kingdoms to the neeref Conjunction and 'Uniformity
that maybe Evangelically obtained inRdigion,corfefsionof
Faith,forme ofChurchGovernment^ Directory for Won-

flip andCatechizangs, that they and their pojlerity may as,
brethren live in unity ofthefpirit through the bondofpeace,
infaith and love amongf themfelves, and correfpondami-
ably withforreignProtefants, that the God ofPeace, Love
andUnity,may delight to dwell in themidflof them .

Thatby the means aforefaid, Ijhall in likemannerwith-
outworldly refpeCts and refpeding ofperiods, endeavour
the rooting outofallplants which the heavenly father hath
not planted, and moreparticularly that Ifall labour to ex-

tirpateall humaneufurpedpower over the Church ofGod&
the conferences ofmen, tending to lead them in a Lordly ty-

' rannicad way to depend upon the will of man, by a blinde
credulity andforced obedience inmatters ofFaithand Reli-
giousprailife,whether it be called now Popery or Prelade,
by theTitles of Arch-Bifops, Bifops,their Courts, Chan-
cellours,Commifaries,Deans andChapters,Arch-Deacons,
andfuch like Ecclefiaflicall officers, depending upon^that
Hierarchy, or by what namefoever itmay or jball be called
hereafter.And that, in like manner, / fall labour to extir-
pateall Superflition and all Herefies condemned by the Pri-
mitiveGeneral Councels of the true ancient Church, all

■ Schifme, chiefely amongst Evangelicall Proteflants who
have cafl offthe Papall Poke, all prophaneheffe, andwhatfo-

"

everfall befoundcontrary to foundDoHrine, and the pow-
er ofgodlinefe,>left Ipartake ofother mens fins , and be in
danger to receive oftheir plagues,that the Lordmay be one„
andhis name one,notonly in the three Kingdoms, but in all
the Kingdoms of the earth, D 2 That
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z That IJhall by the means aforesaid, in thefame finctrity,

reality, andconfiancie, according to my calling 9 endeavour
with my eJiate and life toprefervetherightsandprivilcdg-
es ofthe Parliaments and the Liberties, of the Kingdomes
'which are fundamentail and necefary for the confervation
of the publike State,and that ijhall alfo preferve and de-

fendwithmy efate and life5 the Kings Majefiesperfon dr
Authority to which I am bound bythe Oath ofAllegiance.^
to the headof the pubhkeState in the prefervation andde-
fence of the trueReligion and Libertiesof the Kingdomes,
that theWorldmay beare witnefe withmyconference of my
loyalty,andthat I have nettboughts or intentions to diminijb
his Majejliesjujlpower andgreatnejfe,

a That I /hallwith allfaithfulnefr endevourthe difeovery
ofall fuch as have been orJhall be Incendiaries,Malignants,
or evill Infruments, by hindering the Reformation of Re^
ligion, dividing the King from his people, or oneof the

' Kingdomsfrom another,or making any Factions or Parties
among the people , contrary to the tenour of the National
League or Covenant,that theymay be drawn from the er-

rour oftheir wayes andbroughtto repentance, or otherwife
to publike tryall,and receive condignepunifment^as the de-
gree of their offence [ball require or deJerve, or thefuprearn
fudicatories ofboth Kingdoms refpeblively,or others ha-
vingpowerfrom them to that effectJhall judge convenient•

5 Andwhere as the happinejfe of a blejed Peace andUnion
between the Kingdoms, denied informer times to our pro-
genitors, is by the.goodprovidence ofGodgrantedto us, and
hath been lately concludedandfelledby both Parliaments5 1
Jhall according tomy place andintersf endeavour that the
Kingdoms may remain conjoin din a firm Peace andUnion
to allpofierity, and that jujiice may be. done upon thewilful!
oppofers thereof,inmanner exprejfed in theprecedentArts-
ales, /
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ZJballalfo according to my place andcallings in the com- 6

mon caufeofReligion,Liberty^andPeaceof theKingdoms,
afsif defendall thof? that enter into theNational League
and Covenant in themaintaining andpurfuing thereof,A
Jball notfuffermy felfedirectlyor indirectlybywhatfoever
combination,perfwafion, or terroar, to be withdrawn and
dividedfrom thisblejjcdUnionandConjunction,whether to
make defection to thecontrarypart,or to givemy fdfe to a

detejlable indijferencie orneutrality in thisCaufewhichfo-
much concerns thegloryof God,thegoodofthe Kingdoms,
thehonour of the Kingiand the wel-fare ofallEvangelical
Churches,whichIJball labour tobring to a good correfpon-
dencie and brotherly affection with the Churchesff the
Kingdoms, and onewith another, andfo all thedayesofmy
life, frailzealpuflyandconfantly continueagainjlalloppo-
Jition inthis endeavourofpublike edification, peaceand

re -

coneHementofProtoftants, not leavingoffto promotemore
particularly the NationallCaufe according to my• power,

4*

gainft all Lets and Impedimentswhatfoever,andwhat Iam
not able to fuppreffeorovercomebymyfelfe IJballreveal
makeknown that itmaybe timely prevented or removed.
Allwhich IJball doe as in thefightof God.
And leaf: intheufeofthefprefaidmeansfor theprofecu*

ting ofthefe endeavours^as well towards thofeofmyNati-
en, as towards otherEvangelicallChurchesftmight

either

unadvifedlygiveftr othersmight colourably take offences
and fandaisatme, from whence inconveniencieidn this
worke, astares in agoodfield^maygrowup3 andchoakethe

fruits thereof,forwantofcircumfpedionandcare todeter-

mine thewayandmannerofproceedings by neceffary Rules
tending to edification ? therefore IJball faithfully ende-

wour toJhapemy courfe inall thingsconformable
tothe life

offefeChrift theCaptainofthisWarfareftphofiftotfleps
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/ am bound tofollow^ and whofe life Lt the Rule of Righte-
oufnefcj and to fpeake 'more particularly of this, IJhaItor-
der thewayes ofmy proceedings by thefe Rules.
I fhal walk in the Light,doing all things openly-, and

being defirous to come to the Light, ail approve my
ways to the conscience ofevery one, Ifhalrejedall bid-
den things ofdarkness, and the tricks of worldlywif-
dom. -

'

I ihal notmeddle outof my Spirituall Calling with
matters ofState,nor fuffer myMinifteriall gifts to serve
Politicians for worldly ends.
My way (hall be wholly Evangelical, that is to lay,

fitted to prepare theminds ofmen to entertain the glad
tydingsof the Gofpel of Peace. And to this efieA;
I dial leek out and propofe the Counsels and means

of Peaceby the Truth, bearing witnels thereunto, as

it final be reveal’d tom^and exhorting and perfwading
indifferently all to receive it.
I Ihal not drive, norcry, nor lift upmy voice in the

dreets, that is to fay, I dial not entertain thecontentious
cufiom of bitter railings, and confufed dilputings, by
odious censuring and condemning ofothers, to lay open
their faults 5 but rather Rudy by loving admonitions to
redrew them.
I dial not break rhe bruised Reed, nor quench the

smoking Plax, that is to fay, I dial bearcwith the weak
and fupport the feeble^ nqt pleating my self, butcondif-
cending to things of low degree, befitting the capacity
of thefimplc and ignorant,! wil labour to heal the brea-
ches of their Spiut, and carry their burthens till God
fend forth judgment unto victory.'
If I bewronged, I (hall not intend revenge or requitecvill for evill, or giveway to evil furmizes, ormake fi-

, nifier
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nifbsr reportsofmy evilI fillersknown,but rather (ball
cover their faults,fb far asmay bewithout detriment to
thepublike caufe, and the necefiary clccimg of mine
own innocencie.
Ina word, I (hall doenothing toanother, which I

• ' would-not havc done in the like cafe untomy felfe,-and
what Iiwouid havedoneby others to mylclfc, I (hall

. LrK do itunto them.
Laftly, I fallalwayesbe ready to goe without the

Camp, to bear the reproach,and partake of the CroUe
* x>fJefusChtift,

Andbecaule notonly theKingdoms but all Proteftant
Churchesand Evangelical States , and every one that

M livcth therein,areguiltyofmany fins and provocations
againK God and his Son JefusChrift, as is toomanifeft

H^^by theprelent diftrefiesand d^gers,. the fruits thereof

befalling to all,aswellat homWsabroad ; Iherefore I
propofeand declare before God my unfeigned defire to
be humbled formyown fins,and for thefins ofmy Bre-
threnin the Kingdoms, and in the Churches at home &
abroad; efpecially that we have not all valued as we

ought the ineftimable benefit of the Gofpel, that wee
have not laboured for the purity and power thereof,and
that vye have not endeavoured to receive Chrift in our

hearts, nor to walkeworthyofhim inour lives, which
I are the caufes ofother fins and tranfgreflions lb much a-

bounding amongftall. Andmy trueand unfeigned pur-
pole, defireand endeavour is formy felfe, and for all
others undermy power and charge both in publike and

in private, in all duties Iowe to God and man,to amend

my lifeand theirs,and to goe beforeothers in the exam-

pieofa reall Reformation, that the Lordmay
turn away

his wrathand heavkindignation fromall his people,and
eftabli lb



Zo 7 he unpartiall Geufwe,&c.
eftablifli the Churches and the Kingdoms in Truth and
Peace.
And this Covenant andVow I make in the presence

of Almighty God, the fearcherofall hearts,with a true

intention toperform thelameunblameably,as I (hallan-
Twer at the great day, when the fecrets of all hearts shall
be difclofed. Mott humbly beseeching the Lord to

strengthen me and all thofe that enter into the like relb-
lutionby his holy Spirit for this end, and to bleffe all
our defires and proceedings of this kinde, with fuch
fuccefteasmay be deliverance and safety to his people,*
and encouragement to other Chriftian Churches,groan-
ing under, or in danger of the Yoke of Antichriftia^
Tyranny,tojoyne in the fame or like Association and
Covenant, to the glory,ofGod, the enlargementof thv
Kingdom of jefus Chrig,and thepcaceand tranquillity
ofall Chriftian KingdUMand Commonwealths,

I havefaid andJubfcribe felfe , J. D.


